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PREFACE 

The  inception  of  thifi  book  ifl  due  to  Major  Wrmeux.  Assistant 
Director  of  Postal  Services,  Basrah  who  served  for  a  short  time  with  tin- 
Postal  Service,  M.  B.  F.  in  March  L918;  be  wrote  to  me  when  1  was  I  tirector 
of  Postal  Services,  M.  K.  P., suggesting  thai  an  account  of  the  activities 
of  the  Indian  Post  ( office  m  the  Great  War  should  be  compiled  while  records 
were  available  and  memories  fresh.  I  wrote  to  tin-  Director-General  of 
Posts  and  Telegraphs,  India,  banding  on  the  suggest  ion  and  light-hearted- 
ly offered  to  edit  Buch  a  hook-.  Tin1  matter  then  appeared  t<»  bave  been 
dropped  till  after  my  return  from  leave  in  April  1920  when  I  renewed  my 
offer. 

There  were  two  alternatives.  <>n<-  waa  to  write  the  book  entirely 
myself  from  materials  supplied  by  myself  and  others.  The  other  waa  to 
net  each  officer  who  was  best  acquainted  with  the  [acts  t<>  write  his  own 
account  and  to  use  existing  official  reports  and  narratives.  For  the  former 
alternative  I  bave  neither  the  ability  nor  the  time  as  Postmaster-General 
of  a  busy  Circle,  even  though  blessed  with  an  excellent  Btaff.   I  therefore 

chose  the  latter  altemat  ive  which  seemed  to  me  to  have  many  advantages. 

In  the  first  place  my  self- imposed  task  would  he  considerably  lightened 
and  in  the  second  place  the  book  written  by  different  pens  would  avoid 
monotony  and  be  more  vivid.  1  therefore  suggested  this  course  to  the 
Director-General  and  asked  him  to  approach  the  different  officers  and  to 

put  at  my  disposal  his  office  files,  lie  carried  out  my  BUggest  ion  and  at 
the  same  tune  I   wrote  to  the  Director.   Posts   and    Telegraphs,   Iraq,  who 

very  kindly  Bent  me  the  old  files  of  the  Mesopotamia  Expeditionary 
Force. 

With  the  materials  so  collected  I  have  compiled  this  hook.     Bach  one 

has  told  his  own  story,  either  by  a  narrat  ive  written  Specially  for  the  1 k 

01  by  using  an  official  diary  and  report. 

The  task-  of  Editor  has  been  no  light  one  in  the  midst  oi  the  trivial 

round,  tin1  common  task  of  a  Post  mast  er-(  Jen  era)  including  a  ti\  v  months1 

Btrike.  Put  the  task  has  Keen  considerably  lessened  l>oth  by  the  willing- 
ik'--  with  which  officers  bave  responded    (though  they  too  bave  obviously 

found  it  by  no  means  easy  to  find  time  to  write  in    the    stress  of  their  own 

official  duties) and  by  the  fact  that  my  work  has  been  an  immense  pleasure 
because  of  the  absorbing  interest  and  admiration  which  tln>  reading  of 

t  bese  narratives  has  roused  m  me.  Interest  in  the  wonderful  work  which  the 

Indian  Post  Office  in  the  Field  has  accomplished  in  many  land-,  and  under 
many  varied  conditions,  admiration  for  the  amazing  competence  of  the 
officers    many  of  them  very  young  and  inexperienced  before   the    War 

and    wonder    at    the    splendid    endurance,    patience    and    loyalty    ol     the 

lower  ranks  of  all  classes,  often  in  most  trying  circumstances,   \    Din 

of  Postal  Services.  M.  E.  F..  I  have  had  full  experience  of  these  fine 
qualities,  hut  my  admiration  has  been  considerably  heightened  l>v 
reading  the  same  happy  experience-  of  others. 


VIII 

I  canm  I  hat  » I  Jly. 
But  even  a  readei  unconnected  with  tin-  h                    . ill    j* 

in  it    din-  intere  I     It  in  pi  imai  il\  intci 

theGreal  Wai     a  memorial  more  la  I  r those 

oi   i  he  I  depart  menl   who  tnd  f«»i   th< 

in  I  mli, i  w  ho  arc  interc  ted  in  t  heii  rloii  I  an  in< 

burden  ol  woi  I.  in  I  ndia   To  can 

Roll  ol  I  fonour    foi  ala    I  man)  brat  e  fel 

home-land  oi  I  fon<  li  thou 

ea  il\  have  been  largei  and  which  will  prove  ho 

the  Postal  £  is    |>o* 

oi  .ill  who  served  in  the  field,     lian    will  find  them  ially  n 

tioned  in  the  different  p  I  the  l>"  ill  will,  I  hi  their 

names  in  this  list   and    will  in  the  after-time  be  able  to  j  .  1 1 }  j 

pride  to  their  children  and  children's  children  how  they  took  part  in  the 

(il.Mt     \\.|| 

I I  ia  also  intended  ae  .1  depart  menta  I  >>f  the 

ences  of  the  [ndian  Post  oilier    in  the  Field  daring  tlr  r  in 

history,  .1  record  which   will  perhap  those  who 

conic  after  in  the  l>(»-t  ( Office  oi  [ndia. 

1  would  ask  the  readers  of  thia  book  to  beind 
racies  especially  regarding  rank,  and  I  should  be  grateful  if  they  will 
bring  mistakes  to  my  notice  so  that,  ii 
may  be  corrected. 

The  illustrations   are,    unfortunately,    very    unevenly    distribul 
Col.  Sinclair    illustrated  bis  excellent     Report  ely    with    phol 

while  1  took  several  hundred    snap-shot*  ri  tamia.     Doubl 

the  different  gifted  authors  ol  th<  would  haw  been 

equally  busy  with   Kodaks   had  they  foreseen  that  volume  would 

have  been  compiled.     But    they    had    not     fore 0  it.     The    result  is 

that  the  book  is  like  a  cake  with   all   the  plums  m   cl 

In  conclusion,    I  wish  most  sincerely  to  thank  .Mr.  Geoff]  rke, 

the  Director-General.  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  an  I  Lt.-Col.  de  Bmidt,  \)i- 
rector  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  Iraq,  for  letting  me  have  the  use  of  their 
office  files. — the  various  contributors  (or  their  articles  and  pfa  ;>hs, 

Mr,  S.  R.  Kothavala.  the  Personal   Assistant  of  the    Postmasfc  ral. 

Bombay,  for  his  valuable  assistance  at  Bombay,  Mr.  O.V,  Bliss  for  helping 
me  in  the  proof-reading,  Miss   E.  De  M«»nte    for  proof-read  inn  the 
pendices  and  for  much   .other   valuable    help— and  in   fact    all   those 
who    have  in    any  way  contributed  to     make    this  book  the  a 
in    the    Department  which  I  hope  it  will  be. 

H.  A.  SAM-. 
Simla,  May  1922. 


CHAPTER  I. 

GENERAL  SURVEY. 
(By  the  BditorJ 

TIN*]  scheme  adopted  foi  thia  book,  consisting  of  isolated  accounl 
written  either  officially  01  specially,  obviously  Deeds  some  Burvey, 
however  short,  of  the  work  as  a  whole  of  the  [ndian   Post    Office 
in  the  Great  War.     I     propose   therefore     in    the   following    p  .       to 
outline    briefly   the  scope    of  oui    work   and    how  it     followed    the 

military  operations. 

Up  to  the  fateful  1th  of  August  L91  I  the  Indian  Kidd  Post  Office  had 
taken  part  in  many  a  stricken  field  from  the  .Mutiny  of  1867  t<>  the  Aboi 
Expeditionary  Force  of  L911-12;  and  for  the  Indian  Post  Office  i<»  be  on 
active  service  was  no  uovelty.  Hut  the  effort  required  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  all  campaigns  prior  to  the  Great  War  sinks,  obviously,  into 
insignificance  compared  with  the  huge  task  which  confronted  the  Indian 
Tost  Office  when  the  World  War  broke  out  in  l(.»ll.  That  mighty  struggle 
Btrained  to  the  utmost  the  resources  of  the  Department  and  required  all 

the  skill  and  endurance  of  the  Directorate  m  India,  and  of  the  officers  and 

men  in  the  field  to  bring  the  issue  to  what  we  can  proudly  regard  as  a 

triumphant  conclusion.      For  with  some  delects  and  many  handicaps  the 

Department    can  justly  claim  that  it    fulfilled  its    task  efficiently  to  t he 

end. 

L914. 
The  first  to  leave  India  was  Force  "A""  hound  for  France,  (hi  Fbahci,  L9M 
August  21st,  Lieut.-Col.  Pilkington  assumed  charge  at  Bombay  as 
Director.  Postal  Services  of  the  Force,  and  arrived  on  the 26th  September 
at  Marseilles  where  a  temporary  Base  Post  Office  was  established.  This 
m  November  was  moved  up  to  Rouen,  the  Headquarters  of  the  British 
Army  Post  Office.  But  Col.  Pilkington  was  not  satisfied  with  Rouen  as  a 
Base  and,  greatly  daring,  he  determined  to  transfer  it  to  Boulogne. 
How  he  accomplished  this  really  tine  feat  and  the  opposition  which  he  en- 
countered will  be  seen  in  his  own  account.  Tie'  result  was  that  the  mails 
were  delivered  t->  the  Indian  Corps  at  the  Front  the  day  after  the 
despatch  from  London,  much  to  the  delight  of  the   Indian  Corps    and  the 

envy  of  the  rest  of  the  Army.    On  the  L5th  December,  Colonel  Pilkington 

paid  a  flying  visit  to  London  and  crammed  into  a  few  hour-    work  which 

was  pregnant  of  results  for  the  Postal  Service  in  France.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  and  in  a  few  short  months  of  landing  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  his  Postal  Service  working  like  clock-work. 

The  next  Force  to  leave  Bombay  Barbour  was  the  Indian  Expedition-   ,:vM  An"  k 

arv  Vi>n<>  "  B  "  under  General  Atkins  for  East  Africa  and  with  it  went 
the  Postal  Service  under  Lieutenant-Colonel    Appleby.    Not  being  able 


I  i     opoi  \MI  \ 


HI    N 


to  land  atTi  i.    ■    r    ■  » ■■  -t.il.li  I    Imdini  on 

I.;,!,  \,  The  I  if  1 1.>     P  not  onl      n   ad  the  Indian 

Mii  the  whole  of  the  East  A  I 

\ti,.,  Indian  Expedition        I  o  ( 

p 1 1      ui,  I  nil  <><  tober  with  a  Po  f  undei  L 

i    ||   Oweni  followed  ihortl)  '     '     '   '  ihUAl 

the  I'  rapidl)  -lv 

,1,,.  ,,,.  -lit    the  civilian  | 

(]  within  a  month  oi  arrival  in  Basrah  a  I  ivi   P 
the  Btrand   Road,   Ashai     Basrah, 

H.,,,1  on  the  ol  the  ahipi  that  i  arried  Ii 

:'  Nl '  porce  ••  D     sailed  the  ihipa  conveying  the  I  Ith   D  Indian  E   |  edi- 

tionarj  For<  e      E     early  in  Noveml  with  iti  P 

undei    Majoi   \   J    Hughe       3o  i  I   on  tl  P  eld 

Poet    Office  38    was    opened  at     Isma  H  th     Majoi  II 

Captain  McMinn    in  charge    ol  the  Posl    <  >':  the    12th    D       on 

which  comprised  Force      V        Thesetwo  Divisioi 
the  Canal  against   the  Turka   advai  i  the  I  >■  ■•  and 

overrun  the  Eastern  Defence  ol  Eg)  pt. 

.Urn  was  also  an  objective  ol  the  Turka      I  ►perationa   began 
November  by  the  capture  of  Shaikh  Said  l>v  our  fcroopi   tl  e  Post  Ofl 
Aden  Berving  the  troops  till  regular  Field  <  Offices  could  arrive  from  India, 

1915 
;  m  i.  1915.  |n  France  Colonel  Pilkington  had  been  busy  i- 

Finding  that    the   Endia   Office  was  erring   postally  thi     B 
ignorance,  he  played  another  bold  card  and  asked  thai  an  official 
India  oilier  should  com.'  over  and  aei   what  was  wanted.     Mi    Pa1 
came,  saw  and  was  conquered.     Needle*  el  Pilkn  _* 

all  that   he  wanted.    The   Indian    Post    Office  in    I 
suffered  greatly  and  in  the  advance  at  Neuv<  elle  in  March  can 

under  fire  on  many  occasioi  will  be  seen  from  Lieutenant  Bull 

■  vivid  diaries.    That  gallant  officer  was  killed  on    1st  tapust      N  I 

was  too  much  trouble  for  him  to  do  cheerfully,  whether  it 
mails  up  to   the  Front    line,    acting  aa    guide  or    intern*  thing 

the  wounded    or  Ending  lost  postal  offi  <T1<  was 

Lose  to  the  Postal  Service  in  France  and  in  India  and  to  the  Division  which 
he  served   BO   well. 

Lt.-Cot.  Merewether  and  the  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Y         Smith   (now    Lord 
Birkenhead)  thus  mention  Lt.  Bullard  in  their  hook  "  The  India: 
in  France  " 

••Lieutenant    E.    G.    Bullard.    of  the     Indian  Se  rvice. 

proceeding  on  duty  in  a  car  near   Croix   Barbee,  when  a  Germ 
exploded    practically   in    the    motor,    killing  him    and    the   chauffeur 
instantaneously. 


3 

This  young  officer  had,  by  hi-  kindly  disposition  and  zeal  in  the 
performance  of  his  importanl  duties,  endeared  himself  to  In-  oomradee 
in  the  Corps,  and  hia  loss  was  I aly  felt. 

The  occurrence  was   particularly   unfortunate,,  .1-  be    roe  to  hi 
proceeded  on  leave  the  nexl  day,  while  the  ohauffeur  was  only  taking 
the  duty  of  anol  ber  man." 

By  Octobej  the  Indian  Corps  began  to  break  up.  One  Division  had 
already  gone  and  another  was  under  ordei  ».     Colonel    Pilkington 

(the  first  postal  officer  in  the  Greal  War  to  be  mentioned  in    Despatch* 
banded  over  the   Postal  Service  to  Captain  Cook  and  left    France  in 
December. 

To  return  to  our  Forces  on  the  banks  of  the  Canal.  On  February  2nd  Eksi  pt,  L91S, 
the  Turkish  Forces  reached  the  Canal  and  on  that  day  ami  the  nexl  a 
battle  took  place  in  which  the  Turks  were  defeated  and  driven  hack  into 
the  Deserl  of  Sinai.  Egypl  was  saved.  In  the  meantime  on  April  25th 
the  gallant  landing  at  Gallipoli  was  made.  Field  Post  Office  34  accom- 
panied tin1  29th  Indian  Infantry  Brigade  and  opened  at  Suvla  Bay  with 
Lieutenant  A.  (J.  Gillespie  in  charge.  The  Field  Tost  Offices  in  Gallipoli 
were  at    first    under   Force  "  E,  "  but   it  considered    expedient 

to  have  a  separate  organisat  ion.  Major  .M'  .Minn  was  sent  in  charge  <>t  the 
postal   arrangements   <>i    Fori  as   the    Indian    Mediterranean 

Expeditionary  Force  was  originally  called.  Base  "II  was  opened  in 
Alexandria  on  28th  June  1915  and  Field  Post  Office  33*  was  opened  at 
Mudros.  Th»  Indian  Post  Office  shared  in  all  the  danger  and  glory  of 
Gallipoli  ami  its  Field  Post  Offices  remained  on  the  shell  swept  beach  till 
the  Ten  insula  was  finally  evacuated  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  curtain 

on  this   splendid    failure   was    rung   down. 

Later  in  the  year  on  the  Western  borders  of    Egypt  the  Senussi 
trouble.    A  Force  was  despatched  against  them  and  with   it   went    the 
Postal    Service.     On  1st  December  the  most    western  Field    Post    «>>; 
in  North  Africa  was  opened  at   Mersa    Mat  rah. 

In   .Mesopotamia  things  were  moving.     In   December   linl    Kim  fotamu 

(near  tin  junction  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris)  was  taken.  En  April  1915,      IM& 
Amara  fell  into  our  hand-.     An  advance  was  then  made  on    Km  350  mi 
up  the  winding  Tigris  and  on  September  29th  it  was  taken  by  Genera] 
Tow  nshend.     A  further  advance  was  made  on  Baghdad  and  on  November 
■J'-'ud  General  Townshend  attacked  the  Turks  at  Ctesiphon,  a  lew   mi 
Sout.h  of  Baghdad.     After  a  victory  which  he  could  not   consolidate   he 
\v;is<  Forced    to    fall  back  on  Kut  which  he  reached  on  December  3rd, 
Then  began  the  Famous  investment    of    Kut. 

These  forward  operation-  were  accompanied  by  the  Postal  Servi< 
which  served  the  Divisions  and  Brigades  and  t:  1  lengthening  Lin< 


*  This   I-'k-M    Posl   Office  had  an  adventurous  career.      From   Stfudroc   il 
Salonica.     In  1918  il    I"  travelling  a  Thrace  and  in  1919  oed 

in  Constantinople, 


of  f  tommunical  ion      <  Mi i   Ki«*l<l   I'    t  <)  I 

mouth  ol  iIm-  Shat  nl   \i sb  to  -I  point  South  <»f  I.  ind 

to  v>  arij  ah  "ii  t  be  Eupl  i      i  0  ifa  becai 

.1  1 [<  .i«l  ( )|ln  ■••      Tin'  riurnlx  I  i  *  - 1  *  I  l'<  i  i 

d    i  be  Dumbei    of  Civil  Poet  Ofl  10      Bet  ■•■  i  en  Bom- 

bs )  and  Ba  ra  h  Post  0  >\  bich  did  m< 

ii  .-lul  work  t ill,  crowded  out  b)  tro  ed. 

In   ili<-    meanwhile    n 
Lieutenant  E,  B.  Thomp  l         P<    t  t  tfficei 

Expedit ionary  Force  "  \   'and  latei  oi 

i  be  disbanded    Indian    Expedit  ioi  G  G  Uipoli. 

Aj>i  •-.  191  •  Qi,  3rd  July  (,,    .  ...i  All  Syed  r 

from    the     Yemen    bordei     to    Lahej     onlj     17    milee    from    \ 

and  much  liveline     i  •    led.     Lien  \ 

Postal  Ben  ice,  and  Mi .  \1.  E.  8mi1  b   Em pe<  I .  ■ 

to  Aden  to  organise   the    Field    Post    Offices  which 

India.     After  carrying  out  t  his  job   Lieut 

\'.'j\  p1  at   i  be   end  oi  August  and  theP 

taut  Director.  Postal  Service,  in  addition  to  his  own  duti< 

»- 

J|fg™     ******         On  the  Kith  oi  Augu  I  I-  •  I  B 

to  sei  \  e  t  be  t  roope  in  Soul  Ii   Persia. 

L916. 

Egypt.  L916  was  a  year  of  disintegrate  the  Postal  Service  in  Eg 

of  increase  oi  that  Service  in  Mesopotan 

After  the  evacuation  of  Gallipoli  Lieutenant  K    (     Ben 
Salonics  with  Field  Post  Office  66  which  opened  at  Kai  B 

27th  January.     Tl  of  the  Gallipoli  P<  -■      Service  po- 

tamia  under  Major  AfcMinn  with   the    L3th   Division.     Indian   E 
tionary   Force    "(;'     was  disbanded  and  th<    Fi<  d    Post   Ofl 
again  put  under  Indian  Expeditionary  Foi        '  E      in  Egy]  I      I      -nel 
Warren,  Director  of  Army  Post  Offices,  wasappoii  ••     Direct   i  of  all  the 
Post  Offices  in    Egypt  and  the  Indian  Post    0  iril v 

to  his  control.     Major  Hughes  left  for  India  ptain  Sinclair  in 

charge  of  the  depleted  Indian  Postal  Service  until  it  regained  its  old 
strength  when,  later  in  t;  r,  the  vigorous  offem  _  □  towai 

Palestine. 

At  the   end   of  1916  only  one  Fiei  Office  remained  in  SaloD'ca. 

Mesopotamia,  In  Mesi  ipotamia  General  Townshend  and  his  Force  of  over  8/XK)  men 

l*)Uv  were   invested   in    Kut.     Several    unsnccessful  attempts  were  made 

relieve  the  town,  the  last  of  which  was  the  battle  of  Saniyat  on  April 
23rd  when  we  again  failed  to  break  through.  The  surrender  of  Kut  with 
8,070  British  and  Indian  I  gallant  .ce  of  I 

days.     After  this  grave  disaster  General  Sir  Stanley  Maude  was  appoint- 


ed  Army  Commander,  The  7th  Division  from  France  and  the  13th 
Division  from  Gallipoli  arrived  and  in  November  1916  a  fresh  advanoe 
up  the  Tigris  began. 

During  these  operations  Field  Post  Offices  were  established  on  the 
Right  and  Left  Banks  of  the  Tigris  with  the  advancing  troops.  The 
u m in ulation  of  5,000  mail  l>a^  tor  the  beleagured  Force  w  ass  source  <>t 
great  anxiety  to  the  Postal  Officers.  Captain  Probyn  Smith  bit  <>n  the 
brilliant  idea  of  dropping  mails  into  Kut  from  aeroplanes.  This  was 
done  with  great  success,  but  it  obviously  disposed  of  only  a  fraction  of 
the  accumulations  and,  when  Kut  fell,  the  position  became  still  more 
embarrassing.  * 

The  work  of  the  Postal  Service  was  increasing  greatly  with  the  re- 
inforcements which  began  to  pour  into  the  country.    The   Field   P< 
Offices  increased  from  23  to  50,  the  number  of  bags  from  1,500  to  2,000 
weekly  and  the  stall'  from  100  to  500  men  and  L0  officers.      What    the 
stram  wa>  on  the  over-worked  staff  is  well  described  in  .Major  Clerici's 

cont  riluition. 

In  East  Africa  General  Smnt>  took  over  the  Command  in  February 
and  rapidly  cleared  the  Kilimanjaro  region,  driving  the  Germans  hack 
to  the  Usambara  Railway  in  the  centre  of  German  East.  Dar-es-Salaam 
was  captured  by  the  British  on  September  ith  and  the  Germans  were 
compelled  to  abandon  the  Usambara  Railway  and   to  retreat  through 

dense   country   when'  it    was  difficult  to  follow. 

In  January  the  Indian  Postal  Service  received  a  draft  oi  the  Royal 
Engineer  Postal  Section  and  a  detachment  of  the  South  African  Postal 

Corps  and  got  Considerable  help  from  Mr.  J.  Wilson.  Postmaster-i  Jeneral. 

South  Africa.    The  Postal  Service  in  Easl  Africa  like  all  Postal  Servii 
in  other  Theatres  of  War  Buffered  greatly  from  transport  difficult^ 

The  roads  were  so  had  that  motor  transport  could  only  crawl  at   9  miles 

an  hour ! 

In  this  year  Field  Post  Offices  were  Btrewn  broad-cast  ovei  British 
East,  German  East  and  Uganda.     Not  only  did  the  Total  Service  serve 

the  troops,  but  it  also  did  a  lame,  amount  of  civil  work. 

L917. 

On  1st  June  the  Base  Post  Office  was  established  at  Dar-es-Salaam 

and  a  line  of  Field  Tost  Offices  Btretched  from  the  coasl  to  Lake  Victoria 
Nyanza. 

On  November  24th  the  Germans  crossed  the  Etovuma  and  entered 
Portuguese  territory.     Our  Force-  followed  them  and  on  29th  Deceml 
a  Base  Post  Office  was  opened  at  Fort  Amelia. 

In  Mesopotamia  under  the  splendid  Leadership  of  sir  Stanley  Maude 
success  followed  success.  On  24th  February  the  Saniyal  position  was 
brilliantly  taken  and  Km  was  recovered.     Advancing  Bwiftly  the  British 
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uttered  Baghdad  on  March  1  lth,  * 

Townshend  and  taking  immenee  qu 

x,  deadly  W.  ■    ' 

I-,  i,  ,..,,.     uffered  '■ 

toh  entered  Saraai       i  ' 

■l,   <9ththeTurk 
I 
eeneralh      Butami. 

Me  loss  in  the  death  of  General  Maude  who  d 

,„  Novembei      In  him  the  P  H" 

I  b    General   Bii    William    Mai  hall. 
I„  March  of  thi      ■       Ueutenant-Colonel  llu 
aant-Colonel    \    B    rhompMn    i     Mn 

fcheadvanc I  Ku1  the  Postal  8 

Advance  Base  ished  ,<   Aririyal      B 

Offices  had  increased  froi 

i„  a  week  had  risen  from     

„„.„     The  invaluable  Retur I  better  0 

I  March  and  on  the  capture  of  B 

i  ln   the  Turkish   General    Post  Offi< 

X,„  only  had  we  advanced  bey I  Baghdad  on  I 

Ramadie  and  Hit  on  the  Euphrates,  but  tl 
.  ,„,  to  U8  the  Dials  which  nows  into  the   I 

The  3rd  tony  Corps  v.  tblished  ou1  on  the  D 

quickly  drove  the  Tu,  •■    ■'•-•■'  Hamnn  and 

country  of  the  enemy  up  to  the  Persia   frontier  ^ From  nowo, 
we  cJe  increasingly  into  contact  with  Persia  and 1 
Lines  of  Communication  were  growing  ah 

Posl  Offices  in  most  pla. U  and  Civil  I' 

In  the  middle  of  September,  I  took  cl     -  '  oUmel  I 

who  returned  to  India  in  Deceml  • 
<ooth    em»  At.  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  Turkish  and  >ad 

"mi.  *^'  been  active  in Sourh-Wes    Persian     gg     -    *  the  tnbesto  raid  Bn 

Two  I'  *ed  in  this  Bandi 

tin'    other    from    Busluiv 

On  3rd  March  a  Base  Post  Offi« 
fceut  Elliot  to  serve  the  ti  ormingtheEf  °? 

in  Southern  Persia  under  Sir  Percy  Sykes.     Captain  B 
«  charge  on  15th  April.    Before  1«  [ndian  Field  Post  Offi 

stretching  from  Bandar  Abb  -        Shira*.     In  May  Bnshire   was  made 
innate  Force. 

\  force,  the  Seistan  Field   V  had  been  tched  to  I. 

'fm-  Persia  with  rail-head  at  Dalbandin  with  Lt,  Kilman  in  charge  ol 

Postal  arrangemeni 


L918. 

1918  marked  the  high  water-mark  of  the  activities  oi  the  Indian 
Post  oilier  in  the  Field. 

In  Mesopotamia  there  was  a  lull  in  the  fightirfg  during  the  Bpring  *1T£^^rAmA, 
ami  Bummer.  Hm  in  October  when  the  British  advanced  m  every  field 
and  wlien  AJlenby'a  victorioua  troops  were  astride  the  Syrian  end  oi 
the  Baghdad  Railway,  General  Marshall  gave  the  coupdt  groa  to  the 
Turkish  forces  in  Mesopotamia.  On  October  25th  Kirkuk  was  occupied 
and  on  October  30th  the  Turks  sustained  a  crushing  defeat  between 
Baiji  and  Shergat.  On  the  3rd  our  victorious  troops  inarched  on  to 
Mosul  • 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  period  of  lull  to  consolidate  the  Postal 
Service,  to  improve  its  working  and  to  extend  its  operations.  In  order 
1o  cope  with  the  ever  increasing  needs  of  the  Civil  population  a  new 
appointment.  Deputy  Director  of  Postal  Services,  Civil,  was -auctioned 
and  Major  Clerici,  who  took  up  the  appointment  in  June,  devoted  him- 
self to  the  task  of  building  up  a  Civil  Postal  Administration  on  the  al- 
ready existing  nucleus  of  Civil  Posts.  It.  was  impossible  and  would 
have  been  uneconomical  to  Beparate  the  Civil  from  the  Military  Postal 
Service,  but  with  their  own  special  Deputy  Director  of  Postal  Servic< 
in  charge,  the  Civil  Posts  made  rapid  strides  forward. 

The  forward  advance  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  was  followed  by 
an  advance  of  the  Postal  Service.     Field  Post  Offices  were  opened  at 
Shergat  and  Mosul  and  Civil  Post  Offices  at  Mosul  and  .some  of  the  out- 
lying places  in  Kurdistan.     An   Assistant  Director  of  Postal  Servi( 
was  appointed   for  the  new   area. 

In  November  1918  the  Postal  Service.  M.  B.  F..  consisted  of — 

'1 1  Officers. 

11    Inspectors  of   Post    Offices  and    Deputy    Postmasters. 

104   Overseers. 

826  Clerks  and   Field   Postmasters. 

876  Followers. 

When  Victory  at  last  dawned  on  I  lth  November  and  alter  the 
wearing  oil  of  the  novel  sensation  that  we  had  really  won  the  Great  War 
and  that  the  clouds  had  lifted,  thoughts  began  to  turn  on  Demobili- 
sation. The  thoughts  became  words  and  then  General  Pontine  Orders 
of  considerable  length  and  volume.  Henceforth  '  Demob  was  on  the 
lips  and  in  the  thoughts  of  all.  The  energies  of  all  were  henceforward 
devoted  not  to  building  up  hut  to  pulling  down. 

But  though  there  was  a  lull  in  Mesopotamia  there  was  considerable  N*,,UT'1  Pkrsia, 
activity  in   Northern   Persia.      In   March    1918  there  were  rumour-  of  a 
"  Hush  Hush  Brigade  'somewhere*  ;n  Persia."    Only  the-  I  '  Branch 


n|    (J.    ||      M      1   ||i>  I  '..■    r 

limply  told  to  deliver  .ill  letten  foi  I 

Branch.    The  'Hu  h  Huh  B  and  h u  1 1 

force  under  the  command  of  General  DuiiMtervillp, 

diplomat      The  ( ;,-i  □  ad  Tui k    bad  been  ible    in 

•  hern  Persia  a  hence  t  he  I ' 
were  i-'tiMi        r  aperati 

era!  I  )un  ten  ille  ith  ;i  bandfui  <>i   oflif«*i  i     u 

to  endeavour  to  pul  starch  and  discipline  into  th<-   \  I-   wt 

;i  heroic  enterprise.    The  q<  VI<  opoi 

Force  wrai  a  fresh  and  most  difficult  line  hing 

Ton  miles  from  Baghdad  to  Bnxeli  on  the  I  I.  &  r 

were  occupied  by  the  British  in  June.    The  l 
at  Tabrii  and  attempted  to  break  the  line 
iradic  fighting  on  I  b  I  till  the  c 

Turkish  guerilla   forces  remained  in 
Bolsheviks, 

Meanwhile  Chmsterforce  had  reached    Baku  wh< 
Bolsheviks  were  overthrown.     In  September  the  I 
and  Dunsterforoe  was  compelled  to  evacuate    B 
the  British  F<  oul  from  Enzel 

the  Caspian  and  oner  again    occupied  Baku.     !•" 
British  troops  crossed  the  Black  Bea  and  the  two  f< 
the  Caucasus. 

These  operations  had  considerable  effect  on  the  -  rvice.     B) 

the  autumn  of  L918  there  was  a  line  of  Field  P<  -rretch;'  j    • 

Baghdad  to  the  Caspian,  and  after  the  Armistice,  bom  Baki 
Caucasus.     Lt.  Spear  was  appointed  Assistanl  D 
Persian  Line  of  Communication,  and  Later     <>n   Lt.   Bickerc 
Assistant  Director  of  Postal  Services  to  y  •   Posi  0 

of  the  Black  Sea. 

In  the  summer  of  1918  the  Military  situation  around  Shiraz  demai. 
a  force  to  open  up  communications  betw<  lire  and  Shiraz.     A  force 

under  General  Douglas  was  sent  with  Captain  R.  Green   as    A 
Director  of  Postal  Services.     On  the  latter-  sad  death  while  on  leave  at 
Poona    on    21st    September   Captain   Quilter   took  charge  of  the  P 
Service. 

East  Persia.  Early  in  1918  the  Semorachia    Cossack-    turned    traitor    and    the 

long  mail  line  had  still  further  to  be  extended.  The  Seistan  Field  Force 
became  the  Eastern  Persian  Cordon  and  our  lines  extenc  Meshed. 

The  postal  work  in  this  area  was  becoming  too  great  a  task  for  one  officer. 
On  June  15th  therefore  Lt.  Kilman  handed  over  to  the  Superintendent, 
Baluchistan  Division,  all  Field  Post  Offices  up  to  Dalbandin,  and  kept  in 
his  own  charge  the  Field  Post  Offices  to  the  north  of  that   place.     In 


ISOUTH    PbRSIA. 


July  a  Militarv  Mission  under  General  Afalleson  was  established.  The 
Line  of  Communication  now  stretched  1,000  miles  from  Juzzak  at 
Railhead  to  Askabad. 

In  the  meantime  great  events  were  happening  in  the  Near  East,  The 
onslaught  of  the  Germans  on  the  Western  Front  made  it  imperative  that 
all  available  British  troops  Bhould  be  sent  to  that  theatre.  The  gape 
were  filled  up  from  India  and  Mesopotamia  and  the  personnel  of  the 
Egyptian  Palestine  force  became  essentially  Indian.  During  September 
and  October  brilliant  victories  in  this  field  followed  each  other  with 
lightning  rapidity.    Three  ^Turkish    Army    Corps      w<  ompletely 

destroyed  and  on  October  31st  an  Armistice  with  Turkey  was  signed. 

In  March  the  7th  Division  was    Bent  from  Mesopotamia  to  Pales-   PiLBJcnra, 
tine  and  with  it  four  Field  l}«»-t  Ofl        under  Mr.  White,  the  [nspector.      1918- 
The  1th  &  5th  Indian  Cavalry  Divisions,  from  France  arrived  in  Palestine 

in  April  with  Captain  .1.  II.  K.Cook,  i  [nspectors,  36  Postmasters, 
31  followers  and  II  Field  Post  Offices.  Later  on  the  3rd  Lahore  Division 
went  from  Mesopotamia  with  Lt.  C.  W.  Taylor  and  four  Field  Po 
Offices.  There  were  in  all  27  Field  Post  Offices  in  the  front  line  and 
18  on  the  Line  of  Communication  and  in  Egypt.  Col.  Sinclair  n  his 
admirable  report,  which  is  one  of  the  contributions  to  this  hook,  tells  us 

how  splendid   was  the  conduct  of  the  postal  Staff  during  the  rapid     and 

arduous  advance  of  September  and    October.      At    the    time  of    the 
Irmistice  t  here  was  a  line  of  Field  Post  ( Offices  Btretching  from  the  Sahara 
to  Bosanti  on  the  further  Bide  of  the  Taurus    Mountain-,  one  of  which 
Post  Offices  was  placed  by  the  famous  ruins  oi  Baalbeck  in  Syria. 

The  Armistice,  so  Ear  from  lessening  the  work  of  the  Indian  Postal 
Service  under  Col,  Sinclair  increased  it.  for  in  addition  it  had  to  cater  foi 
the  British  troops  who  were  being  demobilised. 

Alter    the    Armistice  the  Postal    Service    in  Salonica  ade  a  Balowoj 

separate  organisation  under  Lt.  A.  Gillespie,  Assistant  Director  of  Po<ral  j!>,8- 
Services.  Subsequently  when  the  Salonica  Force  became  the  Army  of 
the  Black  Sea  the  Salonica  Base  was  transferred  to  Chanak  and  Field 
Post  Offices  extended  along  the  Bosphorus  and  the  Black  Ses  and 
eventually  linked  up  with  the  Field  Post  Offices  in  Northern  Persia 
under  Lt.  Bickers  which,  as  has  been  mentioned  a  hove,  had  been  detached 
from  the  Mesopotamia  Expeditionary  Force  Postal  Service. 

In  ESast  Africa  the  Germans  were  a  beaten  and  fugitive  force  scat-  glw  Al 
tered  through  hush  and  jungle.  Some  crossed  into  Portuguese  territory 
over  the  Rovuma  and  others  into  Rhodesia.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  there  were  in  the  Postal  Service  in  Easi  Africa  5  British  officers, 
5  [nspectors,  -s~>  Postmasters  and  clerks,  he-id.--  a  contingent  of  the  South 
African  Postal  Corps.  In  April  a  Base  Post  Office  was  opened  at  Durban 
to  deal  with  mails  from  the  United  Kingdom.      In  dune  ♦;  Field     P< 

Offices  and  3  postal  agencies  were  established  in  the  Port    Amelia    Are  I  in 
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.   Persia. 


^EAR    E\>T. 


^orth  West 
Frontier. 


hiii  .  '  ■•   ■    I .  Iii  I  li.-ii  month  the 

bique  w  ben        I  ield   l'<  Ul  ihr< 

i  he  Po  i.il  .  il   jh.; 

t  ion,  earning  the  gral  it  tide  of  t  be  <  it  ilian    ami  i 

the    Si- 1  \  \( 

1919 
1919  wa    a  period  oi  demobil  li 

earlj  pai t  oi  t he 

1 1. in  fei  red  w  it  L  i  he  \    iHtant  ]  )i  recto  i  i 
in  i  he   \i m\  of  tin    I  he  I fepul     I » 

fcC      tanl inople     On  M       1st  the  I1  >I< 

i     , iedi1  inn. ii  j    Force   ceased  1 

transferred  to  t  he  CivilPosI     I  raq    under  Majoi  1 1 

in  common  w  il  li  t  he  n  hole  oi  i  h< 

and  resl lee  ind  chafed  at  l»<  '         Posl        I '. 

ember  I  here  w  b    a  general    -t  rik<  1 

Wilson,  t  he  ( livii  <  !ommi  decided  I 

menta  of  Posts  and    Telegraphs   and    appointed    I  G.  E.  0    Dt 

Smidt  as  I  Mi. 'iii. i    of  Posta  and  Telegraphs.     Majoi    ii  _•• 
Mesopotamia  on  t  he  I  si  April  1920  ac  I  * 

In  South  Persia  General  Elsmie  moved  up  from  Bushire 
leaving  in  his  track  Field  Post  Offices  under  I/.  P,  Donoi  l 

January  his  force  reached  Kazarun  where  it  was  joined  by  '        0 
who  moved  out,  from  Shiraz  to  m<  •  i      Blsmie. 

In  East  Persia  railhead  reached  Duzdab  about  Febnu 
L2th  February  a  Field  Post  Office  was  opened  at  Askabad.     The  I' 
Service  m>u  consisted  of — 

1     Base  Post  On 
13     Field  Post  nun 
1-4    Telegraph  Office 
In  the  Near  Fast,  the  Indian  Postal  Service  i  Black  >■ 

October  again  came  under  the  Director  oi  Posta    9  who 

undertook  the  control  of  the  civil  post  offices  at  Amtal,  Katum.  Jerablus 
and  Aleppo  in  Occupied  Enemy  Territory. 

Meanwhile    in  India     another  War  had  broken  out.  The  new  Amir 
of  Afghanistan,  apparently  to    can-  milter  irrrtanl  I     ti   uble  in  his 

capital,  declared  war  on  India  on  25th  April.     Tie     war  v.  :  in. ten 

days  when  the  Afghans  were  severely  defeated  and  asked  for  an  Armistice. 
But  though  the  Afghans  caved  in.  their  more  stubborn  and  war-like  allies, 
the  tribes  of  the  Frontier,  did  not.  The  Mahsuds  and  Waziris  with  a 
force  of  30,000  men  gave  the  British  foi  -iderable     trouble  all 

through  1919.  Two  forces  operated- one  the  Baluchistan  Force  with  its 
Postal  Service  under  Lt. -Col.  E.  B.  Thompson,  the  other.  Wazir  Force 
with  Lt.-Col.  W.  A.  Smith  in  charge  of  the  Postal  Service. 
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Lt.-Col.  lv  B.  Thompson  took  up  bis  duties  as  Assistant    Direct 
of  Postal  Service  a1  Quettaonthe   L3thMay.    On  the  L7th  Maya  Field 
Post  Office  was  opened  at  Kills    A.bdulla  and»attached  to     the    57th 
Brigade.     On  the  20th  May  a  Base  Post  Office  was  opened  at  Quett 
By  the  end  of  May  all  17  civil  post  offices  in  Trans-Indus  were  converted 
into  Field  Post  Offices  and  with  the  7  Field  Post  <  Offices  opened  there  were 
M  Field  Post  Offices,  6  Officers,  L83  Postmasters  and  clerks    and  250 
follow- 
On  1st  August   L919   tli»'    Postal  Service  Wazir  Force,  which  wi 
formerly  under  the  Assistant  Director  of  Postal  Services,  Peshawar,  v 
made  a  separate  charge,  with  a  Base  Post  Office  at  Dera  [smail  Khan 
and31  Field  Post  Offices,  a  Base    Post  Office  at  Bannu    with    18    Field 
Post   Offices,  an  Advanced  Base  Post  Office  at  Tank  with  17  Field    P< 
Offices  in  the  Kohat  area,  and  a  Base  Post  Office  at    Dera   Ghazi  Khan 
with  H>  Field  Post  Offices  in  the  Dera  Ghazi  District.     Thes<   two  ion 
fought  all  through   L920. 

L920. 

In  .Mesopotamia  the  Post  other  of  India  still  supplied  officers  and  IS 
men  to  the  Iraq  Administration,  >'/-...  15  Officers,  25  Inspectors,  I  Post- 
master, II  Deputy  and  Assistant  Postmasters,  545  clerks  and  609  menials. 
During  the  early  portion  of  the  year  there  was  considerable  discontent  but 
this  eventually  subsided.  The  Iraq  Post  Office  was  settling  down  bo  effi- 
cient work  when  the  whole  machinery  oi  Government  wasupset  bythe 
Arab  Rising.  On  1st  July  large  Arab  Forces,  mostly  armed  with  stoli 
Turkish  and  British  rifles  destroyed  the  railway  bridge  between  Rumeitha 
and  Diwanieh  in  the  llillah  Area,  llillah  was  cutoff.  Many  Post 
Offices  were  looted  and  the  staff  was  taken  prisoner.  Once  again  field 
service  conditions  prevailed  and  the  Post  other  was  called  upon  to 
serve  troops  amounting  to  over  two  Divisions.  Towards  the  end  oi 
September  the  rising    subsided. 

Shortly  after  the  declaration  of  Wat-  a  fund  was  started  to  provide  Guts 
the  Postal  Staff  with  comforts,  and  Mrs.  Harrison  tools  up  the  duties  oi  '  "N1" 
Honorary  Secretary,  [n  the  following  year  the  good  work  was  extended 
to  the  Telegraph  side.  In  April  L918Mrs.  Harrison  left  India  and  Mrs. 
Sharpe  carried  on  the  arduous  duties  of  Honorary  Secretary,  The  ex- 
tent of  the  work  will  be  seen  in  the  chapter  w  ritten  by  Mrs.  Sharpe.  Not 
only  these  |  wo  devoted  ladies  but  also  t  he  many  generous  contributors  in 
India,  who  made  their  wmk  possible,  deserved  and  won  the  heartfelt 
thanks  of  all  ranks  of  the  Posts  and  Telegraphs. 
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th>  Offict  fili 
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'Ibt.  \ni\rd    Bombay  and  assumed  chai  Field 

*  *  *  * 


I  Spent    in    Bombay   making   preparal  ioi  0 

difficulty  was  to  find  oul  when  and  \s h «  -  0 

afternoon  oi  the  22nd  I  recei  rom  the  Embai 

Officer  to  embark  on  the  S    -       \  noon  on  the  24th.  A 

hours  later  an  urgent  order  was  received     <•  :r  _r  thai    ■•••  should  !•• 
board  al   12  noon  on  the  23rd,  bu1  on  Bending  down  on  the  moron 
:  the  23rd  to  enquire  when  we  might   Bend  down  our  heavy  \\iy 

received  a  fresh  order  to  embark  al  6  a.m.  on  the  following  uu 

wt  24th,  Dp  a1   I  o'clock  and  panied  th<  i  the  i  the  D 

where  we  embarked  on  the  P.      0.  S.S.      \  which  Bail  bout 

j  our  knowing  where  we  we  mid-da 

qOT  25m  i"  I  (1()  oot  propose  to  give  a  daily  description  of  whal 

b  8th.  the  voyage.     Our  steamer  Bailed  along  in  company  with 

transport  Bhips,  escorted  by  a  couple  oi  and  the  \ 

extremely  slow  and  for  the  most  part  ely  dull.     In  the 

bourhood  of  the  Kuiia  Afuria  Island  we  picked  up  tke  contingent  I 
Karachi  and  our  fleet   was  ii  drips  with 

S  cruisers  and  some  ship-  of  the  I*.  I.  M.  to  Bee  that  we  were  not  in* 

with   by  enterprising  .German   or  Austrian   battle-ships.     A*       _   I    we 

sailed  almost  in  darkness  and  by  day  and  night 

danger  of  being  bumped  by  the  next  n<  inspoi  oats 

<J  did  not  understand  how  to  sail  in  line  and   manoeuvre  in  the  way  re- 

quired  of  them  by  the  Naval  Officer  in  command  of  the  Convoy.  Xear- 
ing  Aden  I  sent  a  message  to  the  Admiral  asking  him  to  give  us  per-. 
mission  to  land  mails.  I  pointed  out  that  he  need  only  "Marconi'1 
to  the  authorities  at  Aden  or  to  the  Postmaster  asking  for  a  launch  to 
be  sent  out  to  us.  instruct  all  the  other  transport  boats  to  send  their 
mails  across  to  our  ship  and  the  Base  post  office  would  close  the  mails 
and  make  them  over  to  the  launch  without  delaying  the  Convoy  for 
more  than  an  hour  :  the  delay  would  not  have  been  of  any  consequence 
seeing  that  we  constantly  halted  for  longer  periods  in  mid-ocean  until 
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i .in  ol  line  had  been  pul  h  beii  propei  p 

iiui.il    Ik»\\ e>  ei    refu  allow  tl  \\  •     •  n  ■• 

.1    Lord  (  KiU'henei  rl  in  the  1 1 

oi  Lord    '  li.it  t  he  Pon  v  ha  >ul<l  |>r< 

ili.it   there  on  foi   maintain  h  hntluM 

to  "in  destination. 

n i  MM  i  "i ii  \i 1 1\ ed  Suez  and  a  i  d  tin-  i  the 

Outward  Bound  Indian   Mail  *>  !  M  no 

let !■  go  to    ] ii'lu   foi     inothei    weel       !  th«* 

Kdeck  foi  t  he  resl  "I  t  he  d  hich  ni 

watching  German  flags  flying  on  b  number  of  merchani 
in  t he  ha rbour. 

Ml" ,;  lUTH-  1 1  a.m.,  .1    ilmi.iI  came  to  the  ship  to     up 

Alexandria.     W  e     tarted   al    01  \  n    1  Ith 

SeptrmhfiV'  s*aye(l  *iM  1 9th  without  knowing  whether  we 
ii.  oi  t  ime  in  Egy]  t  or  not.     Received  no  ne* 

"in    movement*  until  the   16th  when  w< 

I  p.m.     On   embarking  we  were  told  that  the  ship  would  not  sail 
the  tit'.xt  day  and  <>ur  departure  was  postponed  al   regul  us  of 

six  hours  until  our  departure  on  the  morning  ol  the  19th. 
*  *  *  * 

1 1  mih ib  I 9th  Left    Alexandria   in   the  8.8       I'  and   had  an  uneventful 

journey  to  Marseill  ep1  thai  on  1 1  •    I 

veying  the  Territorials  to   Egypt.     The  combined  numb 

ships  in  all  and  we  waited  some  time  whilsi  tin-  Admirals  in  charge 
the  two  Convoys  exchanged  calls.     I  was  told  that  the  Bight 
ships  massed  together  in  mid-ocean  was  imposing,  but  1  am  to 
the  sea  to  appreciate  any  sight  of  the  kind. 

r26th.  Arrived  Marseilles  in  the  early  morning.     Landi 

needed  in  accordance  with  orders  received   on   board  to    the  the 

D.A.A.G,  (Base)  for  instructions.  Was  dire  end  the  P  Bee 

establishments  with  all  their  kit  and  tentage  to    Pan    Borely.  a 
about    1  miles   from  the   town  ol    Marseilles,  and  at  the    same  time  vt 
given  a  "  hillet  de   logement  ".  billetting*    Bullard    and  myself  on    the 
Grand     Hotel    where   the   General    Office]     Commanding    the    D;    - 
(General  Watlris)  and  his  staff  an  ag. 

Spent  the  whole  morning  on   the  jetty  supervisi]  _   I  -embar- 

kation of  the  men.  the  unloading  of  the  kit.  the  landing  <>f  my  h 
the  drawing  of  rations  for  the  men  going  in  to  cam])  and  g  after  the 

supply  of  carts  to  carry  the  kit  to  the  earn]*. 

At  the  same  time  I  took  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Divisional 
Censor  Officer,  who  up  to  the  present  has  been  looking  after  the  field 

*  Being  billetted  does  not  mean  that  we  are  to  live    free.     The    arrangement 
that  we  shall  each  pay  10  francs  a  day  pins  1  franc  SO  cents  for  a  ba* 


SkPTKW  r.i.i; 

II. 


L5 

postal  arrangements.    The   British    Field    I'o-t   Office   Departmenj 
opened  a  field  post  office  here,  but,  as  it  i-  working  solely  for  the  Indian 
Forces,  I  have  decided  to  take  the  work  over,  and  to  begin  with,  have 
attached  two  men  (Smith  and  Murphy)  to  the  office  to  watch  the  work 
thai  la  being  done  with  .1  vie*   to  doing  if  themselves.    The  Militai  * 

authorities  have  expressed  their  approval  of  the  arrangement  and  have 
provided  Free  accommodation  and  living  for  the  two  men  on  board  .1 
steamer   lying   •  lose   .it    hand. 

At  12-30  p.m.,  more  or  less  foot  weary  aftei  four  hours  continuous 
walking  up  ;ni<l  down  the  docks,  went  to  the  Transport  Oi  ei  foi  the 
loan  of  one  oi  the  motor  cars  thai  have  been  engaged  for  the  use  oi 
Commanding  Officers  attached  to  the  Force  and  was  told  tha  no  cat 
could  be  Bpared,  but  that  if  I  could  hire  .1  'taxi  the  cost  would  be  paid 
by  the  Transport  Department.  No  '  taxi  '  being  available  at  the  docks 
drove  by  cab  (which  cost  5  francs)  to  the  Post  Office  where  I  had  a  long 
interview  with  the  principal  postal  official  'Monsieur  Le  Receveur 
Principal  des   Bouches-du-Rhom 

■';■  ■■■■  ■-■■ 

The  Director  who  is  extremely  obliging  and  anxious  to  do  all 
that  he  can  for  the  Indian  Post  Office  has  placed  a  room  oi  his  office 
building  at  my  disposal  in  which  I  am  arranging  to  open  a  small  subsi- 
diary   Base    Office    with    Ne    ton    in    charge. 

hi  the  afternoon  took  a  taxi  and  first  visited  the  Camp  in  Pare   9 
BoreMy  where  the  post  office  establishment  is  staying.    There  I  inspected      Sl  Nluv 
the  men,  the  tents  and  the  kit     told  off  different  men  for  various  duti< 
saw  the   Provost  Mar-hall  and  in  accordance  with   his  reque  led 

orders  about  men  leaving  the  camp.     I  then  visited  the  other  camps 
where  the  troops  are  located  "  La    B  "La   Penne  "  and      8  infl 

Marcel."    Saw  the  offic  mmanding  each  and  arranged  with  them 

for  a  plot  of  ground  for  a  field  |><»t  office  in  each  place  ;  and.  ^<>  far 
was  possible,  [mi  the  Bupply  of  rations  to  the  men  who  will  be  attached 
to  the  offices.     Was  surprised  to  find  how  far  apart  the  are  si- 

tuated.    The  distance  'li.it    1   travelled  as  recorded  by  the  taxi-met^ 
was  36  kilometre 

*  ■■.:  ■•;■ 

Sent  Bullard  off  early  to  open  field  post  offices  in  the  camps  whilst 
I  looked  after  the  « »] tomiiLT  <»t  the  post  office  in  the  Town  General  |\. 
Office   l)iiildin-_r.    Saw    Newton   and    his  star!   comfortably  ished 

there  l>v  Hi  (.'clock  and  then  returned  to  the  Il<>t<-1  meaning  t<«  do  a  few 
hours  office  work  of  which  there  is  nnicli  t..  be  done. 

*  :•:  *  * 

In  the  afternoon  put  in  a  few  hours  2;  and  towards  ev< 

niiiLr  received  from  the  Base  Commandant  a  copy  of  a    telegram    from 
Officer  in   ch  »i   Communications  at    the   British   Advanced 
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ii-khiu'  linn  i"    (,m<I  it;  the  ] 

<  Office  bo  «!i  ■  ■■....  •     ...  ,t),  ?);,    i  i  the    Hril 

Field   r<-  t  <  Office,     I  ha  •  •  •  no  one  I  -  an  •  le  I  al- 

though I  can  ill  ailord  to  I  the  pi  till  m 

.11  range  and  do  here,     In   t li  m- 

tei  i  ievt    \\  it  li  <  lenoral   NVatl  i       Told  him 
.Hid    .1    he  t lnnk    t ha1   I     bo    d  i  ompl)   w  ith  it 

myself,    I    intend   lea^  ing   to  moi  ron . 

*  *  m  * 

,.,  m ., ,.  M,ni  Spent  the  beet  pari  ol  the  morni  H<    rd  thai  i 

ot  mails  had  arrived  in  our  office  in  the  •  buildii 

Tin-  i-  i  he  first  Lot  oi  mails  i  hal  L  hed  u  eft  B 

Wen!  down  to  the  office  and  as  might  have  been  •  I.  found  a  »«•«•? h- 

ingmassof  officere  jostling  for  their  1<  '  were  disappoii 

ed  at  not  geti  ing  w  hal  they  wanted  mo  I 

despatch  did  not  contain  any  [ndian  l<  In  th< 

afternoon  did  some  office  work  and  then  pi  ,\  ?«,  t,; 

I  should  probably  be  >till.  if  it.  had  not  been  U  ble  asi 

nif  by  Bullard.     With  my  luggage  I  wras  directed 

station,  where  my  baggage  was  deposited  and  I  cou 

bo  lift  my  luggage  or  to  tell  me  the  right  pis  I      ich 

official  I  consulted  referred  to  another  and  aftei  a  lomj  ed 

to  come  to  some  decision  :  hut  before  they  could  put  it  int 

,  they  were  asked  by  a  by-stander  what  the  matter  v 

had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  they  went  through  tin*  whol< 
with  him.     He  apparently  had  different  views  ol  his  own  and 
fourth  man  had  to  be  called  in  to  give  advice  and  eventually  the  wh< 
crowd  chipped  into  the  discussion  I   should  <:<>  and  w}.   | 

should   be  done  with   my   l>;i lil:^ lt«'.      In  th<  I    B 

near  the  time  lor  the  departure  of  tic  train  and  1  must  ha1  it 

but  tor  Bullard,  who  turned  up  at  the  right  moment,  Lr"t  my  h;__   e 
to  a  cart  and  galloped  to  the  right  part  of  the  - t . t r i .  ►  i .  and  I 
Station  Master  to  detain  the  train  for  1"  mi] 

•ember  wth.  Had    an   interesting    if    uncomfortable  journey  into   Pai  - 

we    reached    at     2-30    p.m..    after    22    hours    travelli] 
who    evidently    had    fled    from    their  homes   when   *        Gen  re 

near  by,   were  returnmg  in   crowds  and  the     carriages    and    corridor 

of     the     trains    were    so     packed     that     it      was       impracticable 
get    to    the    lavatory    for    a    wash    or    to    a    station    buffet     for     any- 
thing to  eat.     On  arrival   at  Paris  changed  into  another  train  which 
was  just  about  to  start  for  my  destination  and  rived  unshave* 

unwashed,   hungry  and  dirty.     It  was  my  intention  to  get  sh- 

down  before  seeing  any  one.  but  this  was  not  feasible.     No  hotels  ar«* 
open,  and  I  had  to  interview  all  kinds  oi  British  Officers,  who  in  w 
cut  English  made  serge  clothing  looked  with  a  disdainful  eye  on  th* 
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dirty  drill-clad  person  before  them.  Having  finished  these  interview  - 
taken  by  Col.  Price,  the  Director  of  the  British  Field  Post  Office,  to  the 
House  of  tlic  Mayor  of  the  town  where  I  received  a  billet  which  entitl 
rne  to  reside  in  an  empty  bouse.     Without  any  fire  or  kettle  to  l><>il 
water,  was  not  much  eleaner  when  I  went  al    6  p.m.,  to  discuss  postal 
affairs  with  Col.  Price  in  bis,  office.     A  basin  of  tea  which,  except  for  two 
pears,  was  the  first  thing  I  bad  tasted  that  <lav  did  me  8  lot  ol  <_r,>«>d  and 
two  hours  later  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  my  dinner  (which  with  drinks  «■ 
only  2  francs)  in  a  little  tilth  rate  inn. 

Directly  after  breakfast  motored  with  Major  Warren,  the  Deput;    i  l« 

Director  of  the  British  Yield  Posts  to  see  the  transhipment  of  tic  Bri- 
tish  Army  .Mails  at   the  Railway  Station     was  surprised  to  find  them 
handling  four  full  trucks  of  mails    in  all  802  bags.     I  fancy   there   w, 
an  accumulation  <>f  arrears  hut  the  quantity  of  mail  matter  that  1^  Bent 
through  the   British   I*«>st  Office  is  enormous.     Saving  all  there 

was  to  see  at  the  Btation  drove  hack  to  Col.  Trice's  office  and  there  had 
a  Long  talk  about   the  arrangements  to  be  made. 


Had  a  further  talk  with  Price  in  the  morning  about  the  t  ransmission   i  i  i  mi 
of  <»ur  English  mails  to  our  present  Base  and  left  for  that  Base     ( Orleans 
at  3  p.m.  in  the  afternoon    arrived  >s  p.m.  and  found  a  comfortable  hotel 
close  to  the  Railway  Btation  into  winch  I  transferred  myself. 

Had  a  l»ath.    This  is  not  of  anv  postal  consequence,  but  to  one  who  i      >bhh  3rd 
bas  not  had  a  tub  for  several  days  it  is  .1  matter   of  some    important 
Another  important  event  was  that  I  received  a  letter  (from  England)  the 
firsl  Letter  l  have  had  since  the  23rd   August     six  weeks.    Wasted  mo 
of  the  morning  in  trying  to  get  things  out  of  people  who  in  succession  i 
ferred  me  to  some  one  else,  but  did  at  least  Becure  a  nice  set  of  rooms  bere 
tor  t  he  use  of  the  Base  Post  ( Mlice  which  l  trust  will  he  properly  established 
within  the  next,  lew  days.     Some  of  the  Base  Office  staff  arrived  in   the 
ernoon,  but  as  the  trucks  containing  their  kit  was  cut  off  en  mute  and 

I  bey  have  no  tents  with  t  hem.  it,  is  110  use  sending  t  hem  on  to  1  he  camp 
and   so  1  have  ordered  them  to  remain  the  night   111  the  room-  taken  f< 

the  Base  Office. 

Sent  the  clerks  to  the  camp  and  with   the  help  oi   Messrs.  Graham  0  1 

and  Newton  sorted  out  a  big  despatch  of  mails  received  from   England. 

In  tic  afternoon  drove  out.  to  the  camp  and  -pent  Borne    hours    then  . 

burned  to  the  office  in  town  and  sent  telegraphic  instruction  t<»  Bullard 

e  up  bere  at  once  bringing  the  rest  «>i  the  Base  Office  Btaff  and  his 

own    Field    Post   Offices   with    him. 


Visited  the  Base  Office  early  in  the  morning  and  saw  to  the  sorting  ' 
tor  delivery  of  another  consignment  of  mails  received  from   England, 
Then  went  to  the  local  Civil  post  office  and  ascertained  from  them  the 
houi  at.  which  mails  leave  for  England,    Paris,    Marseilles    and    India. 


.  rn. 
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B      0 

'""Cu.  .1 ntireda)  endei 

.. , der  which  wi vthe 

a«e b  difficult,       » 

daily  :. togl I  and  the  quantit; 

fl   ,il  its  time  '  I  -"■'  ,l"'1"  ''"'' 

\h  , ring  en1  in  hel, 

dlfwer rted k  them  per* 

,lv  Field  Pos1  Office  delivered  them.     I' 

bIS  and  Roderick  witl arlyth. 

but  they  were  too  tired  after  their  joum. 

allourtiiw  '  the  men  into  tents  bel 

\  large  batch  of  mails  arrived  from  I 

.i,,,,,,,,.,,,  ,, England  and  it  took  the  staff  al 

SatTesent  no  sorting 

,„,,,-     little  if  any  knowledg 

•LeXand  unite,  so  thai   theworl 
presenl  attended  with  considerable  difficull 

Made  some  little  pi  -  *«  ma1 

into  order  bul  it  is  clear  that  onr  present  accomi I 

LndunS  we get  morale  Mr.  Roderick  will 

Took  the  mails  from  ih.  B  I  aamol 

XXraoh  difficulty  I  have  had  pi.  my  du 

m^  of  a  house  for  the  Base.     Ba,  «%* 

,  that   suited.     We  have  now  s  three  held 

offices  working  here  and  two  field  port 
things   are   straightening  out. 

1  have    a    whole    week's  diary    to  writ  M 

MN  occupied  that  1  find  it  hard  to  do  much  -  -  P-JJ 

correspomTence  and  diaries  have 

"    ,  oXty  permit.     Duringthe.  .  *™°  ' 

'Luf  Sain',  (,,,ue  and  tvavoll.  tram Jromf- 

Dlace  to  Marseilles.    The  latter    oun  iupied  nearlj   30  ho 

arytiZ  it  would  not  td»  half  the  period.     The  man,  no 

tl u  week  IZ  been  spent  in  a  so  far  fruMees  endeavoui  to  obtain  a  smaU 

.I  t      t-taiu'e  from  the  Military.    Hitherto  1  have  been  work,,,? 

atoost  entirely  on  my  own.  and,  to  illustrate  how  mud  •  > - 

In  a  v  mJntion  that  since  1  left  India  I  hav.  I  an  ofoe.al 

..   "e. ■  o   any  kind.     1  ha,  e  been  given  no  adv.ce  ehat  1    should  do, 
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where  I  Bjiould  Lr<>.  where  I  should  post  mv  officers.  I  mention  this 
is  no  carping  Bpirit.  The  difficulties  thai  arise  in  making  postal 
arrangements,  without  any  help  or  assistance,  for  troops  whose  move- 
ments I  am  not  allowed  to  know  merely  add  to  the  interesl  o|  the  work. 

To-day  the  L8th  I  learn  incidentally  thai  a  large  portion  of  the  Force  have 
moved  from  where  I  lasl  left  them.     Where  they  have  gone  to,  I  do  aol 

know  and  the  matter  does  not  worry  me.  I  bave  made  my  arrange- 
menta  to  serve  t  hat  particular  portion  of  the  Force  and  up  to  a  point  they 
•  •an  move  when  and  where  they  like.     Until  this  poinl  bed  my 

lield  post  offices  can  and  will  stick  to  the  Brigades  and   Commands 
which  they  are  attached,  [>ut  beyond  it  I  musl  depend  on  the   Brigades 
and  Commands  to  take  their  post   offices  with    them.     (1  refer  to  the 
point  at  which  the  troops  go1     beyond  the  reach  of  the    railway). 

To  make  the  mat  t  er  clear  I  will  endeavour  to  describe  the  System   and 

the  means  by  which  1  propose  to  serve  the  troops  in  the  Field.    The  Base 

Office  will  move  from  time  to  time  as  necessity  arises  to  tic  junction  at 
which   I   can  most   expeditiously  Lret    our   English   mails  from  the  North. 

our  Indian  mails  from  the  South,  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  line  of  com- 
munication to  the  Front.  The  mails  w  ill  be  sorted  at  the  Base  I'"-1  <  >tlic«' 
and  >ent  from  there  to  the  starting  point  of  the  Railway  Supply  Train 
on  which  will  he  a  travelling  field  pOSl  office  made  up  cotijomtlv  of  lint  ish 

Field  Post  ( Office  officials  and  our  own  men.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  this  tra- 
velling post  offic  s  to  make  over  the  mails  for  the  reaped ive  Brigades,  etc.. 
at  the  different  railhead-  from  which  each  Brigade  obtains  it<  daily  supply 
of  food,  ammunition,  etc.  The  railhead-  are  liable  to  be  changed  from 
day  to  day  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Assistanl  Director  (who  will,  I 
hope,  he  supplied  with  a  motor  car)  to  come  in  every  day  or  as  often  as 
is  necessary  toinstrud  the  travelling  post  office  where  each  day's  mail  i- 

to  he  handed  out  and  to  see  that  the  work  L8  properly  done.  Fnmi  the 
railheads  the  mails  will  travel  with  the  mechanical  transport   column  to 

the  rendezvous  where  it  meets  the  horse  conveyances  which  come  from  the 

regiments  and  other  units  for  their  daily   supplies.      A   clerk   from    each 

lield  posi  office  will  come  every  da)  to  the  rendezvous  on  one  of  the  horse 
bs,  with  the  mails  posted  in  hjs  office  and  will  make  them  over  to  any 
Inspector  or  some  other  postal  official  t<»  take  back  on  the  returning  empty 
mechanical  supply  waggons  to  the  railhead  from  which  they  will  ti 
to  tin1  Base  Office  and  then  on  to  destination.  At  the  same  time  the 
field  post  office  clerks  will  take  over  at  the  rendezvous  the  mails  for  their 
own  offices,  open  them  and  .1-  far  a-  possible  deliver  the  letters  and  pat 

the  regimental  orderlies  travelling  on  the  regimental  hoi 
that  the  lield  post  offices  will  only  have  to  delivei    the  correspond* 
for  the  Brigade  Head  Quarters  staff  and  tl  irs  and 

for  which   receipts  have  to  he  obtained 

To    carry    out    this    scheme    ii    is  each     B 

mid  Command  should  take  its  own  Field    Post  0  with    it— moving 

3 


„   Jong    i     "■•     n»  ■      I    '  ■  ' 

,, 

«d the  field    ,-  ><"••" 

,i,,  General    I         *nding  th«    Bi 

. nt. 

,„    ,Hir,.  f„r  moving  a  field  poet  ofl  md  tb, 

',',,., the  (Jeneral  Offic-     I       m ui 

i «\  '       ';'T 

whal  I  wanted  could  nol  be  done      I     entur. 

"was  able  at  least  to  r< bt  in  his  mind  .  •"'•• 

Kyberefused.     11  '  ",  '  i"    " 

nfentwaal nly  way  ,  the  tro,  d  to  tl 

.,„..  of  the  Generals  >  "  'i»"-  ""' 

,„,.„ .in1 

fweekTonld  be  sufficient      [pointedoutl  en  this  wouk 

tate^he  Brigades  taking  their   posl    .ffioe.  with  *( 

Aouldl ■ hwiththetr,  '  ',1'" 

a  , i  deal  ol  significance  is  being  paW  '■■  "'"   ■»?   "'   wl'" ' 

facilities  are  given  to  the  troop*  on  the  Field; 

*  *  *  * 

Thompson  and  Barton  Wrighl  ed  during  1  ■'■'II' 

ordered  thTformer  to  remain  here  for  the  i  widi  three  fidd 

officTand  senHhe  latter  with  the  re*  of  1 

I,,,,!,,  Base  is  situated.    IVday  the  18th  1 
LTcZalty.BahuGurbachan  Singh  of  field  post  offic.    I 

run  over  by  a  motor  lorry  and  had  his  leg  broken. 

*  *  * 


i 
i 


*  * 


2  1  91. 


■  1 
c 


Arrived  at  a  station  where  Ilmd  to  clwuge 

waiting  6  hours  proc led  to  Orleans,  arriving  tl 

SS  to  the  Head  Quarter's  office  tc  about! 

Soffit  the  Field  and  on  arrival  was  told  h  ** 

^G^neralthatlwastheveryper he  wanted  to .  «al 

„u,|sn„  had  consented  to  adopl  the  arrangement  1  , 
transport  would  be  supplied.     I  was  asked  whethe. rnme  A      I 
would  meet  my  requirements.     1  replied    ?es    and  went  away  thmt    ■ 
that  trouble  in  regard  to  the  matter  was  at  an  end. 

*  *  *  * 

To-dav  the  23rd  1  have  had  a  long,  useful  day  in  office.  I  have 
amll  ,riHl  whi,h  pos,  office  should  be  attached  to  each  different  Bng 

Smand  and  straightened  things  out,  so  that  now  ■££«£ 
the  Force  cat.  move  where  and  when  it  hkes  wtthout  mating  our 
arrangements.    All  the  field  post  offices  sent  out  are  now  ahaorfaed  and 

-The  D.  P.  S.  w«  however  up  against  a  tangle  of  red  tape  and  over-worke.1  stafi 

Officers — Ed. 
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il'it  had  not  been  for  the  accident  that  resulted  in  one  Brigade  being  left 
behind  in  Egypt  I  Bhould  not  bave  enough  field  post  offices  to  go  round. 
If  or  when  that  Brigade  cornea  along,  1  -hall  be  bard  pressed  to  provide 
lor  it.  I  bave  already  denude  I  the  D.i-.-  Office  of  five  men,  three  t<>  carry 
on  work  in  Marseilles  ami  two  tor  duty  on  the  Supply  Train  so  that  1 
cannot  very  well  take  more  men  away  from  the  Base  Office,  hut.  even  it 
J  could.  1  have  not  the  kit  or  equipment  tor  another  field  post  offi 
Anticipating  that  I  would  very  likely  bave  to  provide  extra  field  post 
others  I  verv  carefully  brought  away  with  me  tin-  kit  ami  equipment  for 
two  spare  offices,  but  Mr.  Appleby  after  I  had  left,  mosl  unfortunately 
tent  oil  the  establishment  tor  two  field  post  offices  without  any  kit  or 
equipment.  I  bave  telegraphed  to-day  tor  three  more  field  post  offices 
complete  and  ten  more  clerks  for  the  Base  Office.  The  British  Base  I' 
Office  ha-  about  200  men  ami  the  present  Btafi  of  on:-  Base  is  inadequate 
so  that  f  have  no  one  to  take  the  place  of  men  who  tall  Bick 
or  are  injured.    ( Sonsidering  t  be  weather  in  front  of  as  it  must  be  expected 

that    we  shall  soon   have  to   face  some  amount    of  Bickness  amongst    our 

men.     In  my  telegram  to  India  I  mentioned  the  names  of  a  trw  men  who 
would  l>»'  useful. 

28th  October    6  a.m.  Lett  Orleans.     !!-•*)•>  p.m  Arrived    Rouen. 

Tin*  week  has  been  a  busy  one.     On  the  24th    I  r  ceived  foi  infor- 
mation the  following  copy  of  a  communication  issued    from  tie-  I! 
Quarters  of  the  Indian  Army  Corps: — 

'No  special  transport   is  allotted  to  enable   Field   Post    Ofl 
to   keep   up   with   the   Divisional   and    Brigade    Head   Quarters    to 
which  they  are  allotted.     Arrangements  should  be  made  for  their 
equipment   to  he  carried   with   tin'   Divisional  and    Brigade    Head 
Quarters  as  is  done  in   British    Expeditionary  Force." 

I  also  heard  that  th»'  Brigades  attached  to  the  Meerut  Division 
which  an- still  at   Orleans  are  providing    transport   for  the  Field    Post 

Offices  and  are  making  our  men  load  their  equipment  on  to  the  Brigade 
transport  cart-  and  Lro  out  route  marching  everyday  with  the  rest     of 

the    troop-. 

Congratulated  myself  that  this  troublesome  matter  about  transport  in 
the  Field  has  at  last  been  satisfactorily  settled  ;  but  on  the  30th  October 
1   received  the  following  telegram  from   Bullard  : — 

'Have  sent  my  two  Brigade  offices  tfos.   1<>  &   11   t<»    railh< 
transport  unavailable.  ' 

The  inevitable  result  of  this  will  he  that  mail-  will  he  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Post  Office.  They  will  he  left  lying  in  some  obscure 
place  where  fchey  will  he  picked  over  by  anyone  who  i  and 


wit] •  anj l« 

,,,  where  Lett.  -|M  <*    ent 

Lai Division   went 

anything  al -   their  ."„-,,,,..-.  ;  ,,„  the  ap 

plendenl  in  red  taU  I  gold  '-•  <•'  "     ' 

^tintentiimofnndjngoutwhrtherthe  

tiheteoops  had  gone.    He< st.one^ Ian 

"hat  we Twera  doing  with  the  ™M  the  ^  n. 

wer admg  toem  on  the  sup ' '  £  and  the    In. 

a^ed  how  we  toew  they  wou^d  be  deh 

began  to  think  that  the  resumes  ofth« >V* 

caSed  ...."  question,  replied  thai   they ^woui  ,(| 

and,whenitw«pnttohiniUiatwe«,nldnotl 

be  effected  if  we  dm  .mt  know  whemthet 

it  was  all  right,-  everyone  knew  where  thetr«  y^         ^ 

^t  ourTtaff  thai  have  goneah -      "^    ,  ...,,,   „,., 

later  I  was  summoned  to  Head^rte>  v  .„. 

Office  subordinate  had  openly  boast  .-lb.'         ;  _      . 

troops  had  gone,  and  I  w^dueeted^o«t^oWitto   ^ 

£he  information,  the  .name  of  the person  t  ^  ., 

cireumstances  ...  which   t  was    n  n  :i)1 

thai  | pie  bad  been  telkmg  «'•■■"     >    ,'         ,„„,„„„  with  the  atT.tir. 

H  WJ  intended  ...  have  some  one  pi .nished  m  *°™         whateV( 

A>  a  matter  of  fad  the  Inspecto    1. ad  " o  to         -  m,„ 

whereahoute  of  the  Force  so  th*matj  ^       ,„„.,-„ a 

incident  solely  to j«pl*n  fl*t«n  in,,   J 

know  anything  about  the  ■novemente  of  ^ 

considertoatlamc^edupontogooutofmyw. 

■u  to  where  the  troops  are  going  in  <*dei  to 

[or  them  in  advance.  .  M Division) 

Consequently   when   the^md  Bj       , 

">-'a  ;,r,V  l;"m  °' "^'VV. n     . uiih    hav,,a..ne  north,  south,  earf  or 
has  lost  his  sheep,     rhe  Force  nugi  .  information  given 

west  so  far  as  1  was  ma  P^^J^J^lnents  to  move  the 
to  me  and  on  the  28th  1  left  Orleans t. .  ^^  ,,n,  ,  decide 

Base  without  knowing  where  to  ta»  a.       *  ;  ,     ^  and  t0  arrange 

ihis  point,  to  get  accommodataon  at  the  place  se 
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for  the  accommodation  of  an  advance  party  which  had  orders   to  follow 
me  tioin  the  existing  Base  two  days  later.     I  met  the  Director,  British 
Posi  Offices,  by  appointmenl  at   Rouen  and  went  Into  the  wholeque 
tion  as  to  the  location  of  our  Base  with  him.     Htfhaa  always  been  ke< 
on  our  going  to  Havre  where  his  own  Base  is  working  and  I  was  quit 
prepared  to  ji<>  there  if  be  could  -how  that   Havre  was  really    the  best 
place  for  us,  but  after  a  long  discussion  he  agreed  that  Rouen  would  be  .1 
better  place.     At    Havre  we  should  l>e  completely  cut  away  from  the 

Indian   troops:    we  should    be  the  onlv    Indian    unit    there,   winch     would 

mean  a  lot  of  trouble  m  LrettinLr  rations,  etc.  and  at  the  Bame  time  there 
would  be  no  advantage  gained  so  far  as  our  work  is  concerned.  Having 
decided  that  our  Base  should  be  at  Rouen  wired  to  the  Base   Postmastei 

to  send  the  advance  party  here  and  >pent   the  afternoon    m  searching  fol 

a  suitable  house.     Pound  one  about  6  p.m.,  and  -pent   the  next   day  in 

making  necessarv  arrangements  preliminary  to  taking   it    over.      Qn     the 

following    day    the   advance  party  arrived  and  went  straight  into  the 

house. 

*  *  *  * 

I  still  want  a  car  for  myself    badly     a  car  for  Thompson,   who  will 

BOOn  lie  at    the   Kront    with   the  cavalry,  and  a   Lorry   lor    the     Base     Post 

OH.- 

Since  I  finished  writing  up  my  last  diary  I  have  I. ecu  busy  at  the 
Base  getting  the  office  into  working  order.     Furnishing  and  fitting  up    '-1'1  Novum 
a  house  for  the  use  of  a  large  post  office  and  the  residence  of  some  forty 

men  takes  tune,  hut   we  are  now  getting  into   proper   working  order  and 

I   hope  soon  to  he  free  to  move  ahout  elsewhere. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  each  day's  doings.  Mosl  ol  each 
day  has  been  spent  in  walking  round  from  place  to  place,  making  pur- 
chases for  the  office,  calling  on  contractors  to  hurrv  them  lip  with  the 
work  of  putting  lights  into  the  office,  making  fire  places,  building  cook- 
ing shells,  flooring  and  altering  a  shed  for  our  parcel  work.  I » < •  *_r -_r i 1 1 •_:  all 
round  the  place  for  transport  to  convey  our  mails  to  and  from  the 
Railway  station,  seeing  Railway  transport  officers  ahout  tic  provision 

of     trucks    to    convey     OUr  mails  to  ami   from  the    front   and  doing  all 

kinds  of  jobs  of  a  similar  nature.  I  could  have  Lrot  through  the  work- 
much,  quicker  if  I  had  had  means  of  getting  about  from  place  to  pla 
and  I  could  have  delegated  a  good  deal  ot  it  to  others,  if  tie-  An 
Department  had  attached  even  one  interpreter  to  the  Post  Office,  or  if 
the  Head  Quarters  Staff  had  suppressed  the  premature  complaint  which 
resulted  in  my  having  to  -end  Barton  Wright  away  to  the  front  when 
I  particularly  wanted  him  to  help  me  at  tie-  Ba 

*  *  *  * 

Ra  eived  a  very  kind  letter  from  the  Militar]  I  ary,  India  <  Office, 

Baying  that  the  India  Office  would  l>e  Lrlad  to  give  me  any  assistance  I 

wanted  and  so  I  have  asked  if  he  can  arrange  to  send  me  four    car-    and 


;i  loi  i  . .      I  oar  for  <  tu  h  of  the  A  n\  I  >n«  I  ronf 

(Me    i  ,  Cook    Bullard  and  Thompson)  om  f  and  ale  the 

l'..i  e  P«  '  <  »iii.  e     Through  the  land  offii  e    oi 

Officer    I  have  had  tin-  temporary  loan  "I  a  motor  lorry  for  the 

the  Ba  e  Office  during  tin-  j  and  I  ha  <l  thai  if    baa 

enabled  I  brough  our  work  m  ball  the  time  a 

with  horse  carta,     We  are  receivii  i?  it 

tilkt'S   .ill   d.'lV    In   ./rf    \\\v    \>.\<J-    llnill    the   Btat  lOfl    \)\     hoi 

;      e  frequently  found  it  difficult  in  consequen  et  the  mail  tch- 

ed  in  time  to  catch  the  outgoing  inppl}  train.     With  a  loi 
mails  quickly  and  have  no  difficult}  in  catching  the  ti  The  follow- 

iiil'  figure*  aho^  the  quantity  oi  mail  bag*  'li.it  we  by 

<l,i\    tidin    London   alone  : — 


I  late  of  despatch  from  London. 


2nd  November 

3rd 

j* 

4th 

>> 

5th 

6th 

35 

7th 

3> 

8th 

>> 

9th 

># 

10th 

\> 

Lei 

Total 

11 

15 

15 

•J! 

16 

52 

68 

" 

20 

;;i 

L'»» 

13 

Sunday. 

18 

42 

60 

15 

50 

These  are  all  big  bags  packed  full. 

In  addition  we  receive  daily  about  14  large  bags  from  the  field 
offices  full  of  articles  posted,  and  undelivered  letters  and  parcels  addree 
to  soldiers  who  have  been  wounded  and  sent  down  from  the  Front,  about 
four  bags  from  the  British  Post  Office   and    on    Indian    mail    days    an 
extra  lot  from  India.     There  is  therefore  plenty  of  work  for  a  motor  lorrv. 
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In  fad  we  cannot  work  with  any  other  kind  of  conveyance  without 
running  greal  risk  of  delaying  the  mails,  as  all  articles  thai  come  into 
the  Base  Office  have  to  be  sorted  and  sent  out  agaiu  to  destination  the 
same  day. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  diary  much  has  happened.  Having  got  the  28m  Novman 
Base  Office  at  Rouen  into  proper  working  order  with  all  arrangements  |l'11  '"  ::,:" 
made  for  the  regular  discharge  of  business  and  the  comfort  of  the  stall 
during  the  coming  winter  I  fell  that  I  might  safely  leave  things  there 
to  the  care  of  Barton  Wright  and  the  Postmaster.  I  accordingly  left 
Rouen  for  the  Front  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  November  with  the  lull 
intention  of  remaining  until  the  heavy  work  to  be  expected  at  Christmas 

rendered    my    return    neces>arv.      Not    having  yet    been   supplied    with   a 

motorcar]  was  compelled  to  travel  to  railhead  on  a  supply  train  which 
crawled  along  lor  two  nights  and  a  day  at  the  average  Bpeed  of  about 

five   miles  an   hour  and    landed     nie    at    Ghoques     at     7    o'clock     <>n     tie' 

morning  of  the  29th.  I  could  have  reached  here  in  the  course  of  a  morn- 
ing by  motor  car.      My  journey  took  me  through  Boulogne  where,  to 

my  disgust,  I  found  that  London  papers  were  void  on  tin1  date  of  their 
publication  and  that  bundles  of  these  papers  were  being  put  on  to  the 
supply  train  for  delivery  to  troops  at  the  Front  on  the  following  morning. 

Considering  that  the  papers  we  were  carrying  in  the  post-bags  on  the 

same  train  were  at  least  four  days  old  I  found  plenty  to  think-  about 
during  the  remainder  of  my  journey. 

At  Cho<|ues  I  was  met  by  Bullard  who  during  the  course  of  the 
day  took  me  in  his  car,  which  he  has  recently  been  supplied  with,  to 
Dacon,  Hinges  and  Bethune  and  in  the  course  of  mv  rounds  I  visited 
the  Indian  Army  Head  Quarters,  Baw  Cook,  Thompson  and  King  and 
several  held  post  offices.  In  the  evening  I  returned  to  Choques  where 
the  whole  of  the  next  day  and  half  the  following  were  wasted,  as  I 
had  no  conveyance  or  any  means  of  getting  away  from  there  and  doing 
several  important  pieces  of  work  that  I  wanted  to  do.  Bullard  had  un- 
dertaken to  fetch  me  in  the  middle  of  the  first  daw  but  a  hitch  in  the 
arrangements  for  serving   the   Cavalry  Division  which   had  only    just 

arrived  kept  him  busy  till  late  in  the  afternoon  and  it  was  then  too  late 
to  go  anywhere.  The  same  thing  occurred  next  day.  Bullard  was  to 
have  come  or  sent  for  me  in  the  early  morning,  hut  the  un- 
expected arrival  of  His  Majesty  tin1  King  at  the  Front  upset  hifi  plans 
and  it  was  nearly  2  p.m..  before  lie  was  able  to    come  to  me. 

By  this  time  I  had  fully  made  up  my  mind  to  e;<>  and  see  the  Quarter- 
master General  of  the  British  Force  General  Sir  William  Robertson  to 
obtain  if  possible  his  permission  to  work  the  Indian  Post  Office  indepen- 
dent of  the  doings  of  the  British  Army  Post  Office.  It  has  been  drilled 
into  me  ever  since  1  arrived  that  the  Indian  Post  Office  mu>t  conform  to 
the  doings  of  the  British  Post  Office,  and  the  Indian  Army  Corps  (to 
theii  disadvantage  as  it  now  turns  out)  have  lost  n<>  opportunity  ot 


belling  me  to  take  mj  ordei    from  •  be  I  >ire<  tor  of  tJ  I  t  hi 

fore  made  Bullard  drh e  m<  to  the  I 

Quai '•  1      .i'ii  tan(  e  oi  about   t Inn  y  mill        0  there  1   found 

that  the  Quarter]  General    wt    out  foi  the  ds      0  I    ent  Bull 

li.n  I.      ( )n   t  he  follow  ing  moi  ning   Wedm  tb<  1 1     cral 

Etobei I  on  at  aboi  •  'I  to  him  that  the  < 

arrangement     were  altogethei    un  bited   to  the   proper  oonducl   o\ 
work.     I   pointed  out  that  th<  i  the  H 

mails  from  London  are  sent,  involved  nun  li  avoidable  delay  in  tl 
sit  ol  mails,  that   it  lengthened  the  line  oi  comrnui 

ai  \  extent .  \\  hich  entailed  difh\  ultn 
riiliiiiK  ed  1  he  1  isk  <>\  accident  -  and  m  that  th(    I 

field  post  offices  were  practically  cut  ofi  from  each  other  om  the 

distance  between  them  and  the  do*  train  them 

that  proper  supervision  under  such  conditions  could  not  be  man  I 
I  pointed  oul  that  I  have  much  important  work  to  do  al  both  end 
the  line  and  I  had  found  that  when  I  wae  at  one  end  I  was  complel 
out  of  touch  with  what  went  on  .it  the  othi 

Genera]  Robertson    on  the   other    hand  pointed  out  whi 
aid  against  my  going    the  following         5  the  principal  argum< 

(i)  that    the  British  Cost   other,   fo  as  explained  by 

the  I  director  w  Inch  he  had  accepted,  \\  1 
its    Base   about  and  anyhow   could    not    possibly 
( Christmas  ; 

(ii)  that  Boulogne  might  at  any  time  be  cut  off  the  direct  lin< 

route  between    England   and   th< 

(Hi)  that  the  train  service  between  Boulogne  and  the  Front  m._ 
at   any  time  be  discontinued  ; 

(iv)  that  there  would  naturally  be  1  y  on  the   | 

the  British  Force  if  the  Indian  Contingent 

The  latter  argument  was  the  only  one  I  could  not  meet,  but  ( 
Robertson  himself  was  good  enougl  that  he  would  not  let  it  b1 

111  my  way  if  I  thought   I  could   move   my    Base   without   disorgani 
the  heavy  traffic  that  has  to  be  dealt  with  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  it 
1  was  prepared  to  take  all  risk  of  finding  myself  isolated.     I  replied  that 
if  he  gave  me  the  opportunity  1  would  move  my  Base  within  a  week  and 
that  [  was  prepared  to  take  the  risks  he  referred  to,  (a)  b«  ! 

move  again  if  it  becomes  necessary  and  (0)  because  the  reduction  of  three 
to  four  days  in  the  time  it  was  taking  to  get  mails  to  the  fro:  _  ••  me 
sufficient  margin  to  work  on  in  the  event  of  the  discontinuance  of  the 
train  service  to  and  from  Boulogne.  On  this  he  told  me  that  he  agreed 
to  my  making  the  move  if  1  could  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Inspe< 
General,  Communications,  and  could  get  the  Director.  British  Post 
Offices,  to  agree  to  the  arrangement. 
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On  the  Btrength  of  this  i  wired  at  once  bo  the  Base  office 
bo  stait  packing  to  be  ready  bo  move  the  following  Monday 
and  within  half  an  houi  was  on  my  way  bo  Abbeville  in  a  comfort- 
able   Rolls  Hover  car  kindly  lent    me    by    bhe  Ouai  t  ernia>tei -( .Vneral   to 

the  Inspector-General,  Communications,  and  bhe  Director.  British 
Host  Offices.  At  Abbeville  lnek  was  again  against  me-  the  Director. 
Posi  Offices,  was  away  and  I  could  not  ,Lr«'t  bhe  mal  ei  -ruled  until  bhe 
following  day — Thursday  the  3rd  December.  As  might  be  expected  bhe 
Director,  Post  Offices,  strenuously  opposed  bhe  arrangement,  but  my 
battle  was  won  when  I  got  the  Quartermaster-General's  consent.  The 
[nspector-General,  Communications,  expressed  the  view  that  there  was 
not  sullicicnt  reason  to  keep  me  from  carrying  ou1  bhe  improvements  I 
desired  to  make,  bo  gave  me  his  consent..  I  at  once  wired  bo  bhe  l> 
Post  Office  that,  the  move  would  be  made  on  the  following  Monday 
and  bo  the  British  Post  Office  to  send  out  mails  direcl  to  Boulogne  from 
that  date.  1  then  left  in  another  borrowed  ear  to  get  things  ready 
at  Boulogne.  The  position  bhen  was  that  Thursday  after-noon  we  were 
committed  bo  move  to  Boulogne  on  the  following  Monday  and  had  no 

house  or  any  accommodation  to  go  to.  no  conveyance  of  any  kind,  and 

no  arrangements  whatever  ready  for  dealing  with  the  mails.  I  selected 
Monday  for  the  move  as  we  were  aboul  t<>  reduce  the  period  of  transil 

by  bhree  days,  and  on  any  other  day  of  the  week  would  have  to  deal 

with  three  days  mails  on  the  date  of  airiva    at  Boulogne.      By  moving 

on  Monday  we  should  find  only  two  days  mails  to  deal  with  on  tin-  lir-t 
day  as  no  mails  are  despatched  from  Louden  on  Sundays.      I  was  unable 
to  delay   the  move  nil  the  following  week  as  ihis  would  run  us  bOO  tt< 
Christinas  and   moreover   I    was   pledged   to   make   n    m   a    week. 

On  arrival  at  Boulogne  drove  direcl  to  bhe  Field  Engineer's   ofl  i  e 

and  got  him  to  come  out  in  my  (  '.  )  car  to  look  for  a  house.  By  luck 
we  found  one  in  close  proximity  to  the  Docks  and  Railway  Station  an 
old  chateau  that  had  not  been  occupied  for  years.  The  grass  and  weeds, 

even  on  the  drive  in  front  of  the  house  wore  km  e  high  and  t  he  dirt  m  t  In' 
place  was  inches  thick.  There  were  no  lights  in  bhe  building  except 
a   few  rusty  gas  lamps  on  the  ground-floor      the  water  pipes  Were  OU1   of 

order  and  the  drains  wore  clogged.    Thehouse,  however,  had  the  merit 
of  containing  the  space  we  required  and   was  conveniently  situated  ; 
so  I  elected  to  take  it.    The  next  morning  I  engaged  twelve  charwomen, 
and  got  bhe  loan  of  a  party  of  twelve  Boldiers  to  clean  out  bhe  place, 
and  for  two  and  a  half  days  these  people  were  busy  with  spades,  brush* 
soap,  water,  etc.     I  also  (with  the  Field  Engineer)  visited   electriciaj 
plumbers,  glaziers,  carpenters,  gas  men,  road   makers,  locksmiths,  and 
with  the  help  of  them  was  able  to  Lret  the  bouse  paitly  fitted  and  ready 
to  go  into  by  the  following  Monday.     At  the  same  time  I  arranged  for 
the  supply  of  a  motor  lorry  to  carry  the  mails  between  the  l\»t  (Hi 
the  railway  station,  and  the  mail  boat,  for  the  supply  of    Indian    ration 


iimni  one   oun  e    foi   B  rid  fuel  I 

I,,,  the  brai  '  oui  maili  to  the  Froi  l'lv 

mi  railway  I  ru<  tfhich  to  load  thai 

King  from  railhead  joii  "d  dui 

M ni,  n  me  much  useful 

\\  i    |,t  made  all  arrangemei  ling  the  I' 

and  d  oui   thii  work  in  '    ''    ' 

\li    Rodei  i 
a  high!)  efficienl  and  creditable 

with  the  mail  despatched  from  Londoi  0 

mii  to  the  supply  train  for  tn  ont,  the 

aengei  I  rain  which  landed  them  a1  Boul<  on  Tuead 

and   there  thej    dis]  oaed    oi    th<  hed    from     I. 

mi,    \|m,,,i.,\    and   Tuesday   in   time   foi  them 

on   the  same  supply   train   that    they   loaded    al    Rouen  the  previous 
evenin         This    lefl    at     I    p.m.,    on    the    date    <>f    tl  rivaL 

The  transfer  could  not  have  been  carried  out,  in 

To  appreciate  the  performance  fully  it  mual  I  the  Baa 

Office  establishmenl   was  fixed  with  regard  t.,  tl 
service  beyond  the  Indian  Frontier,     Our  weekly  i  of  mails 

from  India  consists  on  an  average  oi 

thai  on  the  Frontier  the  Base  Office  would  nevei  be  called  upon 
with  more  than  half  thai   number  oi   bags  in  one  d 
Compare  this  with  our  daily  receipts  from  London  dui 


Date  of  despatch  from  London 


Oth  D< 

member 

7th 

55 

8th 

55 

-th 

55 

10th 

55 

11th 

•5 

12th 

5> 

13th 

H 

21 


75 

24 

80 

L85 

105 

u 

149 

24 

Total 


191 


91 
[06 

100 

I'll 

211 

183 
104 
LI 
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The  reliefs  sent  out  Irom  India  have  oof  wi  arrived.    They  have  on- 
fortunately  been  detained  In  quarantine  at  Marseilles. 

The  effect  of  the  change  made  is  thai  we  are  note  delivering   London 
mails    at  the  front  on  tht  day    after  its  despatch  from  London.    Mail 
Genera]  Willcocks  and  his  staff   are  delivered    <»n  the    same    day,    as 
special  arrangements  have  been  made  to  convej     his     <Mii.-iMin.lriP 

from  Boulogne  by  motor.     This  ie  .1-  g I  a  service  .1-  H  is  possible  to 

make.    The  Base  Post    Office  has  now  3haken  down  into  its  new  premisi 
and  work-  is  carried  out  smoothly  and  efficiently.     I  have  an   excellent 

Bel   of  sorters,   who  under  any  conditions  imposed   UDOD   them  carry    out 

then-  work  willingly  and  with  greal  ability. 

On  the  loth  1  went  across  to  Loudon  and  be  it  noted  to  my   credit  nm  Dboxmbdi 

that  I  stayed  there  for  only  one  whole  day   notwithstanding  thai  I  had  WU  ro    29th 

not  been  in  England  for  four  years  and  great  was  the  temptation   to  ask  B  .  |:       ' 
ior  a  week's  leave  which  is  being  freely  granted   to  all  officers  with   the 

force.  The  whole  of  thai    dav  was    occupied    with     business  at   the     India 
Oilier  and  the  War  Office. 


In  the  course  of  the  day  I  saw  Sir  Thomas  BLolderneas,  General  Sir 
Edmund  Barrow,  Mr.  Lionel  Abrahams,  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Tat  nek  of 
the  India  Office,  General  Long  at  the  War  Office   and  two  officers  of  the 

British    Tost    Office.      It   WOUld     take   tOO  Long     to   relate   what    each   one 

discussed  and  I  will  confine  myself  to  saying  that  before  Leaving  I  Lr<>t 

the  r<»st  Office  branch  at  the  India  Office  to  Mart  an  entirely  new  system 

of  sorting  both  parcels  and  letters  which  will  facilitate  work  at  the  India 

Office  as  well  as  at  the  Base  Post  Office  and  thereby  expedite  the  transit 

of  mails.     I  got  the  office  to  introduce  a  special  arrangement   by  means 
of  which  the    publishers    of    newspapers  can    have    the    papers     - « - 1 1 1 

out  to  the  Force  on  the  morning  of  publication.      1  obtained  and  brought 

away  a  motor  car  for  my  own  use  and  at  the  same  time  was  given  ii  promise 
that  the  War  Office  would  see  that  my  difficulties  m  regard  to  the  supply 

of  transport    were  removed,  (this  has  since  been  done),  and   many  other 
matters   were   placed   on   a   proper  footing.      The  visit    was,   to   me.    most 

Satisfactory  and   I   returned  freed     from     a     load     of     worries     that    h 

previously  been  troubling  me.  with  the  knowledge  that  I  could  carry  out 
various  schemes  which  will  produce  improvements  in  the  Bervice, 

*  *  *  * 

We  came  out  here  mobilized   for  condition-     that      prevail      OB   th' 
Indian   Frontier  where  twenty  bags  of  mail-  a  dav  would   !>•'  regarded  a- 
heavy.      With   less  than  the  ordinary  staff  provided   to  deal      with     th«' 
frontier  mails  we  have  been  dealing  with   mails  that  have  run  up  to  362 
bags  in  one  day  and   we  have  kept    pace   with    the  work.    Without    any 

provision  for  extra  post  office  either  in  the  shape  <»f  staff  or  equipment 
we  have  improvised  arrangements    and    kept    postal    work     going    at 


and   i  I  d  '■    I 

waj  from  the  V  eU      w  •  I 

,,,,,>-  m<  til    to  perform  the  Deo 
,,,11,  ,„i  have  Lamed  on  the  worl  »«  the  Y       I 

I  with  propel  ti 
entirely  dilferenl  I  TI,.'  ti 

propei  Footing  reii  wn  tad  '!  we  ' 

sufficient    i  ent  foi  the  propei  oondu<  I    ol   work    at    th< 

Properlj    equipped    po  I  offio 

bioned   ai    well  ac  a1  the  rail!  • 
working    order!     Otu   B  tbly  been  moved   forth.  time, 

the  work  be  running  Binoothlyand  welland  the  I  !ulK 

satisfied  with  ti..-  iervic<     3o  thai  if  we  are  lefl 
little  !-.  be  done  bu1  to  keep  thin§  I*     ^em  r,r 

the  presenl  lii 


*  * 


Since  my    return  Erom  London  I  hav< 
1  have  visited  the  Lndian  Hospitali  ai 
delivery  of  mails  to  wounded  Bril  liansoldiei 

Up  to  the    presenl     the    Hospital*    have    i  i    »bie 

casualty  lists,  bu1  I  am  in  hope  thai  this  difficulty  will  a 
;in(|  that  before  long  we  shall  beina  position  to  ddiv< 
and  wounded   without   any  delay. 

The   Christmas  mail*  were  very  heavy  bul  weredii 
Bhitch  and  delivered  to  the  troo  l«ickly  A" 

ordinarily  are. 

L915. 

,  R]  1  have  little  to  record.    On  the  2nd  Januarj   1 

J^ni  uti   L915.     Cavalry  Division  was  about  to  join  the   Lndian  Cavalry 

Fronl  and  knowing  that  Thompson's  car  had  not  rt  I  went 

up  to  the  Front  and  stayed  there  till  the  8th  in  oi  \have 

the  use  of  mine.     Onoi  asionw  roundalll  ^ 

post  offices  travelling  from  one  to  another  by  tl  Ahe 

distance  we  travelled  in  visiting  the* ffi«  *  82  m  bcb  wffl 

show  how  necessary  it  is  for  the  Assistant  Direct   n  I  -have  cars.    The 
new  held  post  offices  came  up  with  then  «tiye  Brigades  and  fell 

I  into  the  work  at  once,  clearing  ofi  in  short    time  the    mails  that 

had  of  necessity  accumulated  during  the  tour  days  that    the     Division 
was   moving  from  its  previous  .     Only  one  hitch  occurred    Field 

Post    Office  No.  39  in  charge  of,  Mr.  Rulach  g  -after  arriving  at. 

railhead.  Thompson  and  1  ■  eh  for  it     Then  the  Brigade 

Major  sent  out  a  number  of  despatcl  -eh.  but  no  trace  of  it 

was  found  until  the  following  day  when  I  received  a  telegram  from  the 
General  Head  Quarters  of  the  British  Army  saving   that  a  stray  field 


post  office  had  burned  up  there     What  was  to  be  done  with  Ltl  Rulach  an  I 
his  staff  walked  about  30  miles  bo  Lr,-t  to  General  Head   Quarters      I-' 
tunately  they  travelled  in  the  right  direction  and  no1  towards  the  German 
trenches.     On    receiving     the  telegram    I   started   with  Thompson    foi 
General  Head  Quarters  bul  mel    the    post  office  on  Its  way  back.    The 
men  looked  vriv  tired,  so  I  took  Rulach  in  my  motor,  went  to  the  near* 
transport  dep  t,  borrowed  a  motor  lorry,  went  back,  picked  up  the  re 
of  the  men  and  all  the  office  kit  and  took  them  to  their   proper  billet 
leaving  the  mule  cart  to  follow  mi  empty. 

At.  another  field  post  office  which  found  its  first  billet  within  Bound 
<»l  the  guns  we  were  amused  by  a  request  of  a  field  postmastei    who 

asked  for  a  clasp  knife  mi  the  ground  that   having  no   revolver  "i   -word, 

he  had  nothing  to  kill  the  Germans  with  in  the  event  oi  then-  attacking 

his  post,  offil 

*  *  *  * 

During  tin1  Interval    Bince  my  last  diary  was  submitted  we  have 
started  registration  work  in  all  field  post  offices.    I  refrained    from  under- 
takingthi    work  before  because  we  had  not  sufficient  star!  at  the  Ba 
and  when  reinforcements  arrived  it  was^so  near  Christmas  that  I  thought 

it.  expedient  not    to  introduce  anv  new  business  until  the  Christmas 
rush  of  work  was  over. 

Bullard  and  Cools  have  both  had  Leave  to    England  for  seven  da 

and  at.  the  time  of  writing  K i n lt .  Roderick  and  Smith  are  in  England  '  n 
short,  leave. 

On  the  I  ith  January  I  motored  to  the  Trout,  and  on  the  following   :)lll     (VN1  V1;v 
dav  made  a  round  oi  visite  to  the  Field  Post  Offices  attached  to  the  La-   1915     ro 
bore  Division,  all  of  which  were  working  very  well.     In  the  evening  I 
returned  to  Boulogne  to  be  in  time  to  meet  a  representative  from  the 
India  Office  (Mr.   Patrick)  who.  at  my  request,  ha-  been  deputed  td 

come  and  study  our  work  in  order  that    he  may  he  m  a   better  position 

to  deal  with  postal  questions  that,  are  constantly  before  the  India  ()ii 
I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  last  diary  thai.  General  Barron  wa 
here  for  a  few  davs  and  I  took  the  opportunity  ot  representing  to  him 
how  much  easier  it  would  he  foi  me  to  deal  with  the  India  Office  if  there 
was  some  one  there  who  properly  undi  tal  situation  out 

here.     He  agreed  and  at  noon  <>u  the  L6th  Mi.  Patrick  arrived  idy 

Our  system.    1   met.  him  at    the  boat   and  kept    him  there  until  he  >;iw  the 

way  in  which  our  mails  are  sent  out  to  us,    Mails  forthe  British  Army 
Tost  Office  arrive  in  the  forehold  of  the  Bhip  and  unloading   comment 
directly  the  boat   gets     alongside  the  jett}       The   Indian  mail* 
out  in  the  mainhold  beneath  — 

(/)  the  French  mi  ils, 
(ii)  passenger  lug 
(m)  motor  cars. 


January     V. 


1 1  i  down  in 

u i table  arrangement     hould    Im  I    tool    i   m 

then  to  Hi'    Rase  0      •    ind  kept  liim  there  till  ;hl  and  f<»r  the 

pari  "I  i  lie  ne   t  da         I  to  Im>I  h  I 

the  arrival  «»l  the  mail     from  Kn^land  .it    1-30  p.m     and  the  de 

«.|    i  he     ii|-|.l\     1 1. mi  1 1    p  in      the    \\ 

oi  the  whole  ol  the  letter  mail  r<  I  and  that  no  letter*  w] 

Nit   o\  er  for  (li  posal  on  t  he  follow  it  My  obi< 

to  liim  t  Ii.m   i  I  in  th(  the 

Field    Pos1   <  Office  and   to   <  « itli  the  del 

ending  mail     from   I  fome.     I  i  '1  him  that   ii 

letter  posted   in   London  to  leave   London  than  it 

letter  to  pass  in  transit   from   London  into  the  hands  of  Idn »• 

.•it  t  he  Front     The  rea  on  for  1 1  the  w< 

Office  at  the  Lndia  Office  has  ool   been  fixed  with  the    n 

thai  hae  to  be  done.     The  office  w<  >m  l;>  a.m.    to  6  p  i 

of  Btarting  work  a1  5  p.m.,  so  that  practice 

d  <lai e  is  dealt  with  m  t line  for  d<  by  tin-  I. 

stone  the  following  morning.     When  Mi 
lion  he  not  only  made  notes  in  In-  book  but 

out  instructions  prescribing  thai  the  working  hours  "t  th.-  !♦•• 
should  be  changed  at  once.     Under  the  new  at  ■  ■•  •    I   bi 

hall  get  the  letters  and  efled  their  delivery  twenty-four  boon  • 

ei  than  at  present.     On  the  following  I  took  him  up  to  th< 

and  in  the  course  of  our  joorney  we  visited  eld  Poet 

I  was  able  to  show  him  how  quickly  the  delivery  work 
field  and  how  few  letters  are  tnissent   from  the   B 
We  searched  particularly  for  such  articles  and  in  all  the 
were  unable  to  find  any.     In  th<  □  I  handed  him  <• 

who  took  li i in  to  sec  the  Post  Offices  att 

tnallv  in  action  and  I  paid  a  round  of  visits  with  Cook  t<»  the  Re!d    I 
Offices  attached  to  the  Meerut  Division.   M  unable  to  find 

missent  letters.     Any  outsider  would  have  found  it  hard  I  that 

some  of  the  offices  were  actually  a  one  or  two  which 

I  visited  immediately  after  the  despatch  had  been  made  there  was  not 
a  single  letter  or  pan-el  in  the  office.     On  the  following  d ..-.   I  b 
rick  round  to  sec  how  work  is  don  2  points  and  then  I  di 

him  to  Head   Quarters  of  the   Ii  tl    of    Communications 

where  he  wished  to  -  on  business  not  connected  with  the 

Post  Office.  I  may  mention  that  on  the  previous  evening  Mr.  Patrick 
dined  with  General  Willcocks  who  spoke  in  flattering  terms  of  the  work 
of  the  Field  -Post  Offices.  At  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Inspector-General 
of  Communications  1  took  the  opportunity  of  seeing  Colonel  Price,  the 
Director  of  the  British  Army  Post  Office,  who  told  me  that  the  Indian 
Field  Post  Office  will  shortly  have  to  move  out  of  Boulogne  and  go  back 
to  Havre  as  there  will  be  no  room  for  us  at  the  former  place.     If  we  do 
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our  postal  service  will  be  absolutely  ruined,  but  it  will  be  tim<  _rh 

to  worry  about  the  matter  if  or  when  the  change  is  made,  Od  the  20th 
we  motored  back  to  Boulogne.  Mr.  Patrick  left  for  London  the  same 
afternoon  with  an  insight  into  our  work  which  he  could  nol  have  attained 
without  coming  over  bere,  and  1  feel  Bure  that  his  visit  will  be  productive 
of  sood   and    useful    results. 

The  last  sis  days  1  bave  -pent  at  the  Base  but,  with  the  work  running 
as  jt  is  now  doing,  1  find  <  ery  little  to  do  and  bave  more  -pare  time  on 
my  hands  than  1  altogether  like,  With  effect  &rom  the  1 5th  we  started 
registration  work  in  all  Field  Post  Offices  and  brom  the  17th  were  able  to 
introduce  money  order  work  with  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  coin 
ofthenext  few  days  I  hope  to  Btart  British  Postal  Order  business,  I 
have  asked  the  India  Office  to  supply  me  with  a  stock  oi  Orders  and  am 
awaiting  then-  receipt. 

Spent  the  27th  at  the  Base.     On  the  28th  proceeded  to  the  Front   jthi    Jakvabt 
where,  for  the  first   time,    I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  General    Sir   '"    '-i    '"'  ■ 
James  Willcocks.     The  General  was  very  nice  and,  after  asking  about 
the  health  of  the  Post  Office  men.  complimented  me  on  the  work  of  the 
Department  but  rather  marred  the  effect  by  Baying  that  the  Field  Posl 
Office  was  now  delivering  letters  as  quickly  as  the  India  Offia 

*  *  *  * 

I  have  d  >ne  no  work  this  week.     I  have  hern  on  seven  days  leave  L.N1)    Tll    ;,TH 
io  England.     I  was  given  permission    <>  go  by  the  Commander  <»t    the   Fibbi  utr. 

Indian  Army  Corps  and  I  am  now  wondering  h<>w  long  it  will  he  before 
1  am  shot  under  the  orders  of  one  or  all  of  my  many  masters  for  havi 
gone  without  their  permission.  For  the  purpose  of  discipline  1  am  well 
looked  after.  I  am  under  the  Indian  Am i \  Corps  Commander,  tie' 
India  Cavalry  Corps  Commander,  the  Inspector -General  of  Com- 
munications, the  Base  Commandant  of  Boulogne,  and  the  Director  of  the 
British  Army  Post  Office  claims  to  bave  authority  over  me  hut  he  ha 

the  power  to  shoot  me.  For  all  other  purpose  |  am  ii"  man'-  child. 
My  position  is  a  peculiar  <>ne  hut  it  cannot   he  helped. 

Since  last   writing  I  have  spent  a  week  at  the  Eront  and  a  week  at  the    .»[,,  \[u;,  ,,  |.,i;. 

Base.  Work  in  both  places  is  progressing  Bmoothly.  Our  field  post 
offices  at  the  front  have  now  been  located  in  the  same  places  for  bo  I"- 
that  the  work  has  fallen  into  a  groove  and  there  i-  not  enough  to  keep 
the  men  properly  busy.  This  is  not  good  for  them  and  one  or  two 
have  been  getting  into  mischief,  hut  tin-  will  Btop  when  they  have  to 
march  ten  or  twelve  miles  a  day  in  addition  to  doing  their  ordinary  work. 

There  ha>  been,   1   am  sonv  to  Bay,  an   unusual  amount   of  Bickness 

amongst   the  men.     On  the   L'.sth   February   Babu   Parshotam   Ram,    a 

clerk    from    the    Punjab   Circle,     died    of    pneumonia*      On    the    l-t    March 

Mr.  Roderick,   the  Base  Postmaster,  was  invalided  to  England,   Buffering 

from  water  on  the  knee  a.-  a  result  ol  a  fall,  and  to-day  Mi.  Barton  Wright 


1 1|    been  invalided  bonis  ii  oi  ,|" 

there  ha    ix  •  n  an  epidemic  oi  influ<  •     i 
to  ho  i-it.. I  i  biefl)  on  tl  aunt 

bettei  and  no  n< 

.,    i,.,it  time  "in  mail 
i  oi   ,     tena    oi  the  Bkx  Icadc      Phe  (  bannel 
mm,  onlj  ,.t  night    and  tl  ilted  in 

\)(U  the    team*  ned  th<  il  timii  ;»- 

,1  .,i  the  Front  within  24  to  80  b  !      dun 

i)(M    Mvriii    M  |  regret  having  to  record  anotl 

!3bdMarcb  191  •   a  ,  ink  from  the  Calcutta  General  Po  tOffio  ad  on  th< 

,,i  Cerebo  Spinal  fever.     He  m     ' 

only  two  month  a  bright      cheerful  thy-loolring  H 

idden  death  bw  i  aused  quit  •   •   I 

one  who  ■  real   promise  oi  turning  ii  aful  an 

I  have  also  bo  record    a  i  in  the    Infanti      I 

Office     Field  Poei  Offi<  •    So    37   B    N    i.  k  from  tl  •   Bon  I 

General  Post  Office,  was  injured  by  a  bomb  thrown  from  a     I 
the  morning  oi  the  21s1  Man  h.     I  le  pkv  • 

incidenl  «•<  curred.     Karve  was  standing  in  the  doo 
when  the  bomb  fell  on  the  op] 

away.     All  the  windows  in  tl  1 •?  including  those  in  the    | 

were  shattered,  bul  beyond  this  very  little  harm  was  doi  the 

buildings.    Two  women  were  killed  and  a  few  •  -  injun 

Some  fragments  oi  Bhell  penetrated  into  the  p  m  but  d 

except  Karve  was  hit,  though  Mr.  Hai  Id  post  bis 

Btafi  had  an  unplea  tperien<  ••      1  Baw  the  wounded  clerk  in  hospit 

and  gathered  from  the  Medical  Officer  in  cl  und  was  only 

Blieht  and  that  the  man  would  soon  be  betl 

Wright  and  Roderick  are  still  I  in    England  on    the  rick  list. 

Two  packers  have  also  been  e  hospital  in  Brighton  ai 

and  one  packer  arc  iii  hospital  in  Fiai  i 

Some  oi  our  Field  Post  Ofl  i  ed  to  1.  shell 

ore  during  the  recent  big  figl  uve  Chap  A     I 

behaved  with  great  eon  un  told  that  r         bet  0 

ordered  out  i  Richebourgon  account  of  the  heavy  ■  cd- 

menr  that  was  taking    place,     but  the     postm  erks 

(McLeavy,  Hebberd  and  Gordon)  pn  gorously     g  eing 

moved  that  they  were  allowed  to  stay  until  n<  -  when  tl. 

made  to  go.     [passed  through  the  vil  few  days  later  on  my  wa 

see    some   of  the    Field  Post  t  There  in  the] 

that    had    not  been  badly  damaged,  and  although  at  this  time  only  a 
casional  sheU  came  into  the  place  I  was  extremely  glad  to  get  away  from  it. 
Bnllard  d<  -  in  Ins  diary  how  another  Field  Post  Office  was  working 
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in  a  building  alongside   of  one  of  our  big  guns.     I  visited  this  office  ind 
I  mi  i  id  the  men  sorting  letters  on  the  ceiling  of  the  room.     This  may  Bound 

incredible,  but  tl xplosion  of  the  big  gun  had  shaken  the    ceiling  down 

on  to  the  floor  and  the  men  were  working  in  the  midst  of  the  litter, 
another  posl  office  ;i  Bhell  burst  in  the  verandah  without  hurting  any  of 
the  posl  office  BtafE. 

I  am  reminde  1  thai  it  is  time  to  submit  another  di  I 

to  the    task  of  writing  it  wondering    what  to  We  do  a  lot  without    '•  '   v 

doing  much  to  talk  about.    The  following  table  Bhows  the  amount  oi 
delivery  work  we  are  doing  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business:— 

RECEIVED  FOB  DELIVERY. 


Mont  he 


Octol)«M- 

XoV.llllltT 

mbei 
Janu 
February 
March 


Mails 

ol). 

TOXl- 

Dumb 

lit  I  i 

'  Hill 

number). 

•  1 1 . 1 1 

I1UII: 

106,1 

3,423 

2,192 

15,446 

31  i 

i:;i 

382, 

17,771 

I.- 

942 

1,26*7 

'■" 

5,3 

51,1 

This  means  that  we  are  now  delivering  on  an  average  17,376  lei 
and  1. <it*)!  parcels  a  daw     I  Bometimes  wonder  how  we  Bhall  gel  the  mails 

along  if  <>ur  troops  follow  the  enemy  over  a  long  lh t  country  where  all 

the  railways  have  been  destroyed. 

We  arc  working  without  any  kind  of  restrictions  as  to  what  may  be 
sent  to  the  field  and  a  visit  to  the  parcel  sorting  room  where  on  ..hat 

is  going  through  the  post  is  a  revelation.     Here  are  pan  every  kind 

and  description,  from  neat  tin  cases  oi  Btores  packed  by  firms  trading  in 
the  West  End  of  London  to  bottles  of 'Piccalilli  '  wrapped  in  brown  p 

■  •me  fond  mother  who  appeal  B  to  think  that   the  ding 

to  her  son  is  the  only  parcel  to  be  carried  and  that  Post  Office  emplo 
will  carry  it  carefully  by  hand  from  the  offii  posting  to  the    place 

where  her  boy  happens  to  be.  My  last  visil  to  the  parcel  room  disclosed  a 
Small  neat  packet  of  chocolates  and  Boap  addressed  to  a  gunner,  alongside 
a  large  untidy  bundle  of  chocolates  and  warm  comforts  add]  to  a 

Chaplain.    Apples  bursting  out  of  a  broken  wooden  b  ts  dropping 

from  a  package  and  thereby  giving  the    lie  to  the  1    declare 

» 


ported  1 1 * »in  B 

< H  Ik 

ot  li'-i  .11 '  i'  le    ol  ' 

[ndia       \  K 

.Hint her  ofl  •  parcel  i  '  ; 

1 

i . .  i  .  1 1 . 1 1 1 1  '  i 3  G  ( 

I  n  i.i  nt  i     '  i 

up    dood     and  foi  i     with  I 

box  of  fresh  eggs,  w huh  is  rath< 

are  plenl  iful  and  cheap  out  bei 

most  K  r  i      r  fani 

Amongst  i  be  contents  oi  other  , 
pineapples  and  lavender  water  but  in  th< 
nt  i  be  part  els  were  nol  tnenl  Ioned.     < 
parcel  did  qo1  contain  mato  bei 
t hat  bis  came  "  from  address  inside.'1 

•  LONELY  "  SOLDIERS  POST  BAG 

( )nr  lonely  soldier  in  the  trenches  Bobh 

General,  speaking  at    Bristol  Is 

in  a  newspaper,  and  three  days  lat<  I  small 

and  90  large  parcel-  were  delivered  to  him*.     If  all 
tlic  postal  Bystem  would  break  down." 

As  1  write,  a  telegrao                  hand  from  the  h  !  askiitg 
if  the  British  Posl  Office  have  allowed  fn 

rate  than  to  the  public  on  parcels  sent  by ;        I.'  *itu- 

tion  in  United  Kingdom  for  members  of  the  British  Expeditioi  'rce. 

1  have  never  heard  of  any  Buch  concession  and  ho  find  that  the 
British  Posl  Office  has  nol  done  anything             kind,  as  our 

Bervice  is  already  overtaxed  and  from  the  _  Lning 
of  this  diary  it  will  be  clear  that  there  is  no  need  to  give  the  troops  any 
further  facilities  for  receiving  parcels. 

Mr.  Roderick  inform-  me  that  he  has  s    en  two  months  Leave, 

and  to  his  regret  will  not  get  back  to  work  until  the  5th  of  May.  He  has 
asked  me  to  move  the  medical  authority  and  let 

him  back  sooner,  but  I  have  replied  that  nothing  1  can  say  or  do  is  likely 
to  influence  the  decision  of  a  medical  board. 

Barton  Wright  has  been  given  one  month's  medical  leave.  He  will 
return  to   India   at   the  expiry   of  it. 

B.  N.  Karve.  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  bomb  thrown  from 
an  aeroplane  is  still  in  hospital  in  France,  but  continues  to  make  good 
progress  and  should  soon  be  well  enough  to  return  to  duty. 
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Co,>k  with  the  permission  oi  hie  Brigade  and  King  have  both  „• 

home  again  on  7  days' leave.    Thej  were  both  feelingabil  rundownand 
it  is  hoped  thai  the  chang<  oi  scenery  and  surroundings  will  do  then 

L915. 

.  *"*  '  .liM  wn", ",  '":"l-  have  been  engaged  in  heavy  fighting    ■,,„    \,,„ 

ffd    '"  lh,"  -'  "'"  'L-  I  have  made  Aire  m3   Head  Quarters  in  order  £?  M  t tn 

"»»<  InugW  be  near  by  to  go  to  the  help  of  any  \        ,,„  Director  who  i 

quired  assistance.    Those  officers  have  however  pul  .n,,,,,!, 

very  efficiently  and  required  no  help.    Some  of  our  field  have 

had  a  toying  time.    Two  were  located  in  Poperinghe  and  thraeonaside 

road  leading  oui  ..I  VTamertyinghe  (near  Ypres)    towar.  Ileul      Ml 

were  exposed  to  shell  fire  and  the  staff  had  frequently  to    lea 

offices  and  go  out  into  the  fields  where  there    was  less  risk  of  be hit 

Al  Poperingke  'I Bees  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  big  guns  (believed 

,"'.,."  i""";il)   i""i   ""  '" a  shell  IV ne  of  these  weapons 

ell  ma  garden no*  10  yards  away  from  the aalring  a  holT  so 

largethal  a  stable  and  mule  fell  into  it.    The  offices  on  the  roadside 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  lighter  guns  and  the  men  in  these  ol  y  thai 

when  the  first  shell  fell  in  Poperinghe  the  Posta  md  his  clerks  bolted 

","'.'  thm  °™ce  """"    and    locked     the  door.     Having    no  doors    oi 

!'"',"'  """  \"u"k  *ey  can  afford  to  make  such  statements.    Oi ffioe 

had  no  shelter  of  any  kind  but  the  staff  see I  quite  happy  and  made  no 

complaint  aboul  living  and  working  in  a  field  at  the  side  of  the  road  with- 

oul  as  much  as  a  tree  to  shelter  them.     During  my  vinil  to  tj ft 

I  wasmosl  agreeably  struck  with  the  cheerful  attitude  of  all  our  men  who 

a,r"l '  *e  risks  and  discomforts  to  which  they   were  be subjected 

as  pari  oi  then-  day's  work  and  complained  of  neither 

Lasl  week  [was  able  to  introduce  a  new  motor  mail  service  from 
Boulogneto  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Indian  Corps  and  the  Indian  Cavalrv 
'"'I'"  ,v  means  oi  this  service  we  now  deliver  letters  to  the  staffs 
of  the  Indian  Ctorps,  Commands  and  Brigades,  within  ten  hours  of  the  time 
they  leave  London  and  newspapers  on  the  date  of  their  publication 
1  hear  that  the  King  s  messengers  bring  oui  London  papers  for  General 
Sir  John  Willocks  every  day  and  since  the  introduction  to  the  new  service 
he  has  been  able  to  show  them  thai  newspapers  reach  him  more  quickly 
by  the  poet.     From  the  beginning  I  have  aimed  at  getting  our  mails  along 

as  qmckly  as  the  despatches  carried  by  the  King's  i ,,,,,,  l„„  -,i, 

lamnol  free  to  do  all  thai  [  desire  and  il  has  nol  I n««n  to   obtain 

the  necessary  transport  (one  small  box  car)  to  workar [service     The 

car  is  very  smaU  and  will  nol  take  more  than  a  rery  small  portionof  the 

^maus  to  Ae  Front     The  rest  go  by; t  is  known  as  an^Sd, ',„ 

train,    ».«    a  train  thai  has  no  recognised  time  of  departure  or  arrival 

and  wmade  up  of  odd  trucks  that  have  i  n  one  particular  direction. 

Festal  purposes  such  a  .nun  ia  -  unsuitable.     I  should  like  to 

the  whole  to  our  mail  senl  to  the  Pronl  by  road  but  I  i,„,  |  ghall  never 

jrven  the  transport  necessary  for  this. 


I  ,,„■,    one   LD.P.8.  w 
un«afeforhimtogoand]  forbade  hi  i  •       \ 

which  "    '      ' 

,     ..,:■  them  m    in  action 

c ,  thai  for    everal  aighl     il  Id      . 

thepoel  office  and  this  so  upsel  the  \  '"•''•' 

uptohimtog Idelivei  the  i I    I If.     He  would  p. 

doneeoil  [  had  not  stopped  1 1 t  to  the  place  he  would 

topa     through  a  veritable  death  trap     Ultl 

iJL  into  onTand  everyb  the  place  mu 

about  half  a  mile  travel 

this  keep  up  a  continuous  and  concentrated  nreontl  tof  the  road, 

and   -'n    who  has   to   past   alo  •» \vf-\-  «'"' 

is  lucky  if  he  gets  through.    One  would  like  to  hs  could  fully  em- 

,,!,,,    \      ,,,,„  Directors  of  this  kind  with  •  we. 

Ttb  Jew  1915         Themost  important  evenl  [  have  to  mention  in  thta  diary 
w    :;l'    J«™   ,,,  a.  Director-General  Sir  William  Maxwell  to  the  BieH;  but, 
'■"'v  cef  erring  to  this  interesting  event  [must  ' 

toMarseilles.  We  havekepts  Post  Offi penth. 

September  1914  bul  I  haven         ound  th 

last. 

I  left  Boulogne  by  motorcar  on  the  morning  of the 
at  Abbevme  to  discuss  certain  matters  with  the  D 

Post  Office  and  then  proceeded  to  Paris  where  ■  -    P- >«• 

Paris  in  these  clays  ..Iters  little  attractioi sight  ss  all  the  public 

i  buildings  are  closed. 

From  Paris  I  travelled  by  train  to  1  K< 

,m  1hc,  morning  of  the  8th.    Unwashed  and  unahaved  1  hs 

t"  seek.,,,  2  officer  who  could  gr  <".- 

hotels  are  not  permitted  to  take  in  |  1  *  khaki  without  the 

I  permission  of  some  one  in  authoritj  Wfetong  officer  j         »  the 

Sennit  required  and  then  passed  ,, n  1  atAdjul         leneral 

,,„!  he  in  turn  passed  me  on  to  the  Base  <  lommandant  who  had  much    to 
say  about  postal  matters  generally.    0  -nsequently  it  was  late  m  the  day 
beWlgotto  my  hotel  for  a  wash  and  breakfast.  It  i 
from  the  Base  Commandant  that  he  and  others  quartered  at  lea 

were  thoroughly  pleased  with  the  postal  arrangements  and  the  work  of  the 
field  postmaster  Mr.  Williams.  Perhaps  ,  ,n  tins  account  he  told  me  that 
I  might  have  a  motor  car  from  Ins  garage  when  I  wanted  one.  I  was  glad 
to  take   advantage  of  this  concession. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Director-General  (Sir  William  Maxwell)    with    his  family  reached 
Marseilles  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  and  I  was  able  to  convey  them  to 
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their  hotel  in  a  Government  motor,  assist  them  in  other  little  ways,  and 
show  them  a  restaurant  where  the  French  cooking  is  perfection 

Before  his  arrival  1  had  obtained  verba]  permission  to  take  him  to 
the  Front  if  he  desired  to  Bee  our  field  post  offices,  and  when  he  heard  of 
this  he  changed  all  his  previous  plans,  cancelled  the  visit  he  was  to  have 
made  to  Aix  Les  Bains  and  expressed  the  desire  to  be  ofV  t<>  the  Front 
at  once.  This,  however,  could  not  be  managed  as  special  written  pas 
had  to  be  obtained  and  other  arrangements  made  which  to  his  disap- 
pointment took  time. 

On  the  evening  of  the* 20th  he  reached  Boulogne  ami  -['rut  the  best 
part  of  the  next  day  in  the  Base  Post  Office.  In  the  evening  I  motored  him 
out  to  see  a  field  post  office  which  Berves  a  hospital  situated  on  the 
coast  a  few  miles  away  from   Boulogne.    The  next    day  we  proc led 

by  motor  ear  to  the  Front.  Cook.  Bullard  and  Thompson  met  OS  at  the 
Indian  Corps  railhead  and  after  spending  some  little  time  in  the  railhead 
post  office  Bullard  took  Sir  William  and  myself  m  his  motor  ear  to  see 
Borne  of  the  post  offices  in  the  Field.  We  found  one  Located  in  a  cottage, 
another  in  a  stable,  another  in  a  fowl  house  and  after  we  had  inspected 
some  three  or  four  of  these  offices,  Bullard  announced  that  there  was  a 
battery  in  position  near  by,  which  he  had  permission  to  take  us  to  if  the 
Director-Oeneral  would  like  to  see  it.  The  Director-Genera]  -aid  he 
would  and  we  drove  first  of  all  to  Artillery  Brigade  Headquarters  where 

We  found  the  Brigade  Major  who  offered  to  accompany  us.  A  short  drive 
brought  US  to  a  point  where  it  was  not  safe  to  take  a  motor  and  30  we  got 
down  to  do  t  he  rest  of  the  journey  on  foot.  1  felt  sorry  for  t  he  driver  of  the 

motor  car  who  was  told  to  move  his  car  fifty  yards  down  the  road  and  stop 

there  behind  a  small  cottage  if  by  chance  the  Germans  started  shelling 
the  road.    I  could  not  help  thinking  it  must  be  very  unpleasant  to  be 

left  all  alone  waiting  for  other  people  on  a-  road  that  was  Liable  to  be 
-helled  at  any  moment.  A  walk  of  about  a  mile  through  standing  corn 
brought  us  to  the  battery.  Earlier  in  the  morning  the  country  all 
round  where  the  battery  lay  had  been  heavily  shelled  but  at  the  time  of 

our  visit    all   was  quiet.      We  were  shoWD   how  cleverly  guns  are  hidden. 

saw  how  they  are  worked,  inspected  the  shells,  got  into  the  funk  pit- 
where  the  gunners  find  safety  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  bombardment  and 
did  all  that  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  most  men  who  are  given  the  privilege 
of  vsiting such  places;  but  it  did  not  Batisfy  the  (  hief.  Eere  were  i_run-. 
here  were  shells  and  in  front  of  the  Lrun>  were  the  "  Boscl  Why  not 

kill  some  ?  At  his  request  the  battery  opened  fire,  but  we  do  not  know 
what  effect   it   had. 

We  then  inspected  an  anti  air-craft  gun  and  afterward-  went  to  dul- 
lard's mess  for  lunch.  On  the  way  back  the  I  tiiector-t  leneral  told  us  that 
he  was  just  a  bit  disappointed  that  the  Germans  had  not  returned  the  fire 
as  he  would  have  liked  to  see  a  bursting  -hell.     Some  one  told  him  that 
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we  were  not  pet  out  oi  tl  I  but  nothing  happened  « 1 1 1 1 1 1 * u'  the 

«.i  ..in  joui  i  to  lunch,     [n  th<  I  ill  one  n 

office  to  in  |  &  i  and  on  our  it  found  thai  tin?  del 

a    •  bi     bad  been  is  Che  moi aing    All  aloi 

i  bideoua  noi  ling  up 

to  the  point  we  w<  I.  .   ard  poinded  to  a  black  column  oi 

;i  little  distance  in  front  <>!  n  ud  be  thought  it  bad 

in  i  exploded.     Tui oing  t<»  t be  on  the  rle  be  h 

.1    bell  and  i be  sent ry  replied  that  it  ind  that  tl  • 

of  t  lirin  on  i  be  road.   \  >ur  oi  I  elda 

i  lose  by  and  one  crashed  into  a  building  con  ow- 

b  great  cloud  oi  t  ilee  and  \\  e  did    not 

e  what  actual  dams  but  made  the  !>•  possible 

et  out  "i  the  neighbourhood.    The  speed  did  i  to  much 

i    en  that  particular  road  all  motor  a  ilow  down 

miles  an  hour  in  order  not  to  raise  the  dust      ll         i  re  nd  thai 

all  was  quiet  at  the    post  oilier.    The  Direi  ed  the 

whether  they  e\  i  i  got  any  shelle  and 

"Certainly     Sir     every     day     we  ah<  Finding 

that  a  sale  road  led  away  from  the  |>"-T  office  we  took  the 
Director-General,  as  we  thought,  out  of  danger  but  later  in  the 
afternoon    fetched    up    at    a    comparatively      lai  >wn     I 

But  aa  we  drove  into  the  market  squan 
somewhat  excited  and  saw  that  the  place  was  I  with  Is 

debris   and    broken  glass,   furthermore   thai  a  house  bit! 
badly  damaged  obviously  from  shell  fire.     A  moment   latea 
bearers  appeared  carrying  people  and  on  making  enquh  found  that 

the  Germans  had  just  been  shelling  the  place.  We  bad  missed  this 
bombardment  by  a  few  minutes.     In  the  even. 

General  out  to  see  the  fire  shells  that  are  ]  ■  the 

trenches.     The  next  day  I  took  him  round  I  alrv  field  post  offices 

where  there  was  no  excitement  of  the  kind  we  had  seen  the  previous 

We  lunched  with  the  Cavalry  Corps  Commander  (General  Bin 
and  in  the  evening  motored  back  to  Boulogne  where  the  four  A 
Directors  and  myself  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining    the     Director- 
General  and  his  family  to  dinner. 
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<  >h  S;it  Mi-Li  •.    nioi  n  r   \S  illiam   \>\ 

n    and   then    aw  Inm  ofl   by  th<    I  it. 

I  li  on  to  think  tl  D  !   was  \ 

wiili  In    trip  and  enjoyed  bic  bapti  m  »l    bell  fire     The  folL 
oi  b  lettei  r<  from  him  that  In  illy  pleased  with  the 

work  ol   t  he  field   post  offi<  e 

I  urn  t  wntc  a  i<*w  Inn  I  you  how  greatly  I  have  enjo 

my  visit  to  1  be  office   under  j  oui  «  onf  rol       I 

It  li.i-  been  a  real  ; 
wined  they  work  and  nothing  ban  the  cl  • 

fiilm      and  de\  oi  Ion  oi  i  he  w  rani 

"  ( )n  all  Bidee  I   beard  ool  bing  but   |  I  the    [nd 

Office  and  I  take  this  opportunil  hanking    you    and    all    the 

bablishment  working  under  you  for  all  you  have  done  here  to  up- 
bold  and  enhance  I  lie  good  nai  at. 

"Also  I  wish  specially  to  mention  thai   I  eful    to 

you  and  Bullard  for  the  excellent  arrangement  my 

interesting   torn 

[H      *G1  On  the  Lsi   August    I   received  a  telegram  from  the  Indian      \ 

I    ~yy  I  i  \   |     I  ,  |     ST 

[915,  Corps  announcing  the  sad  death  of  Bullard.     He  was]  lied  whilst  mot 

bag  between    two   field  post  office*      A  shell  hit  his  m<  r  Mow 

it  to  pieces  and  killing  Bullard  and  the  driver  outright,     <>n  the  morning 
of  the  2nd  I  attended  his  funeral  at  Merville  :  the  burial  Bervice 
ducted   by  the  Bishop  of  Nagpur,  the  Right  I  ton, 

D.D.  At  his  graveside  were  several  G 

high  rank,  testifying  to  his  universal  popularity.     I!  Liked  1 

one  with  whom  he  came  into  contact.     By  his  death  the  De 
lost  a  most   promising  and  capable  officer.    I  ?  *  -  right-hand  man 

out  here  and  1  miss  him  greatly,  I  officially. 
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I  luring  i  hi  which  t  he  preceding  i«»i 

i  :it  of  the  i  'lit 

ni  i  he  w  hole  ol  ou  ;  The  ( 

■  >n  i  he  31  i  Juh  and  lid  not  rea<  h  thi  m  until  tli«-  Mi  A 

I  > 1 1 1 1 r  time  they  were  making  long  flail  The  ind 

ration     upplied  i<>  1 hem  .it  \  oi   t he 

from      omewhere     in    th<  I    during     tl 

move  there  was  nothing  in  tin-  upply    "'   "!l 

\r  ii    po  in    u  here    the    B  0 

'I  he   I  director  ol    inn      Po  tal   8ei    i  •  in 

.ill    we   do   came   and    told    me    beforehand     thai     tln-r»*    would 
no  Etaihi  ailable  for  i  if  th<-  •  • 

u  hould  hold  it  up  al  the  I         intil  we  had  the  • 

"t  delivering  ii  a1    their  final  destination.  I  did    i 

mmend  itself  to  me  nor  to  the  I  >,   \  * 

\\  hen  I  told  him  about  it .    That  <  Mficei 

let  me  withdraw  .-ill  the  lorries  that  have  been  allot  I       dry 

for  postal  purposes.     These  v  ind  by 

means  of  the  lorries  we  were  able  to  establish  of 

mails  to  and  from  the  places  where  the  I  made  j  uly  ha 

Sonic  of  the  inns  were  very  long  and  both  Cook  and  I  all  and 

every   day   from    morning   till   night    conveying  mails  in  om 
and  seeing  that  all  arrangements  were  properly  carried  out 
I  am  aware  no  hitch  occurred  anywhere  dm  moves  ad  the 

troops  got  their  Letters  and  daily  papers  on  the  march  with  the 
regularity  as  when  they  are  stationed 

The  Indian  Army  and  Indian  ( lavalry  <  !orpa  are  now  far  apart  which 
makes  things  somewhat  more    complicated  but  the  worl 
out  smoothly.     Mr.  Cook  has  brought  to  my  notice  that  his  two  I 
(Messrs.   Newton    and     Piggot)   worked   well  and   rendered   ve  lul 

service  whilst  the  troops  were  moving. 

During  the  period  under  review    1    had  the  pleasure  ol  g  my 

name  mentioned  in  Despatch! 

*  *  *  * 

22xd  Rettrmber  Going  from  La  Gorgue  to  Vieille  Chappelle  we  |  t  where 

to    16th    Oct©-   poor  Billiard  was  killed  ;  the  place  is  marked  by  an  old     twisted 

ear  wheel  formerly  belonging  to  his  motor  car  which  still  lies  in  the  ditch. 
A  little  further  on  we  came  to  the  place  where  we  expected  to  find  a  post 
office  but  the  buildings  had  been  knocked  to  pieces  and  were  empty. 
The  Brigade  Head  Quarters  and  with  them  the  field  post  office  had  been 
shelled  out  of  the  place  the  previous  day  and  had  gone  to  other  quart 
a  little  further  back.  We  found  the  post  office  occupying  what  remained 
of  a  stable.  The  men  were  bavins:  the  first  cooked  meal  thev  had  had 
for  3  days.  They  had  spent  the  previous  day  underground  to  escape 
the  shells    and  the  dav  before  thev  were  on  the  march  so  had  had    no 
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opportunity  of  cooking  anythin  bemma 
complaint  l»ut  all  ex]            the  hope  that           would  soon  be  alk 
rn  to  [ndia  and  tin*  ould  tx                 them  in  the 
iromotionoi  extras  I                        ii'inen  killed  or  woun- 
ded close  to  th(  the  pr< 
compensation  for  all  thai  they  Jiave  und<  Vt   I 
I  visited  I  found  the  poatu  1  in  <l>                 an  unexpl 

Shell    that    ha-    juM    |ia»nl    ..vcr    tin-   ntlire    buildil   _•        Several    ha«l     fallen 

close  by  bul  the  i  I  h«-  hoi  :  \>v  tin* 

direction  of  the  furron  cu1  by  the  shell  and  its  proximity  to  the  building. 

a  *  *  * 

M  ijoi      !•''•!  d       \      1 1 ii t  i n t  <  Pi    |     tnd     I  >h,    has 

ranted  an  <  -1  will  si  w  ith  d 

period  of  6  months.     He  has  given  pip  and  1  am        I 

thai  I  am  not  losing  him. 

I  have  not  written  for  a  long  time  as  there    w  of  an\  im-    i" 

\\  e    re  ao^  breaking  up    I  I 
left  and  another  is  under  (  tomov<       I  ling  Thompson  with  a 

full  oomplemenl  of  field  poet  offioi  the  Foi  e  and  a  uumfo 

spare  men  for  work  .it  the  and  ou  the  I.  ommunication. 

When  they  have  left  with  only  10  field  poel  offices,  the 

r»a-i'  I'«»m  oil  i|  tun  uilicrs  <»n  tin-  I   •■  ■  ■■    I  ommunication 

Rouen  and  Rlarseilli 

*  *  *  * 

I  regret  to  say  that  two  d  i  'Ii-  ha  ! 

If]    I  .  S    M«  I.-  i\  .    Field  1'  lied  of  Jailm. 

Tuberculosis  in  1  Hospital,  England,  on  the  17th 

rember  1915,    Hen  if  the  best  postn  out  here 

and  by  bis  death  tin-  Department  has  lost  a  prom  it 
useful  ;it. 

8  irad  <  lhand,  packer,  died  of  pneumoni  e   M< 

tionary  Hospital  on  the  L2th  S  1915. 

*  *  *  * 

\  large  portion  of  the  has   uon  left    F  after   t;  __Di 

Chi  postings  have  1 o  delivered,  there  will  be  a  material 

m  the  work.    The  fcroo]  .  quickly  and  we  ha 

told  where  they  ha\  •  :,.  to  make 

cut  and  dry  arrangement  for  the  trai  □  of  their  i 

*  *  *  * 

The  following  si  bout  tl 

( Office  that  ap]  d  the  "  Horning  Pi  -••.  I  »•  ! 

think  of  sufficient  u  — 

••  cannot  conclude  without 
shion  m  which  the  In  ban  Post  fulfill. 


■•■,  I  ,.,    of  com  •   onafai    ih    '"'"i'1'         '     *!» 

thai  oi  the  Briti  h  tonj  P  0    bm 

»ndfreedoi mmi  b    the  cordialappi  rom 

deriendenl  on  i<         d   office,    foi    bhoM   momenl 
unionwith  the  thing   dewed  tohim,  which «*  I 


oldier  in   the  field 


■ 


1916. 
Thiaig  ,nv  la  -i  diary  and  I  have  Utile  to  report.  I  ami 

i  ,  „„„,•,,«  and  I  il.ii. I.  I  may    ay  thai 

-  r.n,  S  Indian  Cavalry  Corpe  will  b,  ■  They  J** 

subordination  to  Col.  Price,  the  Director  ol  the  (Bntiah)    Armj     I 

OI"'Ti  >s  with  greal  cegrel  thai  I  am  leaving  before  b«Wi  oj  the 
War  and  parting  from  men  with  whom  I  have  worked  for  the    la 

tttha     Theyhave  all  worked  loyally  and    eheerfuuy  and 

,liis  done  bis  bed  to  make  our  work  on)  hi 

solation  to  feel  thai  I  am  leaving  the  Unit  ing lb I-  ■  •  - 

Bdently  be  expected  thai  under  M.    Co  wiflbe  a  out 

efficiently  and  to  the  general  Batisfacti.  «• 


Sepoys  at  a  French  Post  Office  Receiving  Parcels 
from  far  off  ixdia. 


CHAPTER  III. 

PRANCE     L9H  V*\u. 

Prom  the  I  Maries  of 

(aj  Late  Lt.     I      G«   Billiard,    tasistanfl    Director  of   Postal 
Services* 

(b)  Lt.   I-   B-  Thompson.  Assistant  Director  of  Postal  Services 

(c)  It  .1    II    kim*.  Vssistanfl  Director  of  Postal  Service 

d    Letters  of  Lt-  Barton  Wright  to  Mr.  Harrison    P.M.G 
Punjab. 

m  ml. 


DIAR1  OP  l  I  J    G   B1  LLARD.ASSIS1  Wl  DIRECTOR 

OF  POS1  OFFIC! 

'In         |/A  l!l|    I 

(  )(  I  the 

early  hours  unl il  cUro d  and  we  l<  i .     ■  ■  :«-]l«' 

\|.   plaiu  bo  Lacon.    <  m  the    way    v  i 

At  8  p.m.     I  went  to  Railhead  Lillei  i    5 

bags  of  mails  and  ret  timed  al    1 1  - 1 

251  li.     I  delivered  all  ma  H 

te  I  bad  previously  promised  the  I  A 

Id  a.m.     At  3  p.m.  I  wenl  to  try  and   find     I  the 

Artillery  and  delivered  bis  mails  near  the  firii 
jolly  glad  to  gel  them.     I  was  held  u|  nth   sh< 

Black  Marias  and  Jack  Johi 
yards  off.    J   got    back   late  at   night. 

26th.     My  7th  Brigade  detached  fron  i! 

to  the  Cavalry  Corps  (General    Ailenby).     Deli 
in  Belgium  (Kemmel).     Visited    Railhead   Lillere  and    gave  instruct i< 
Visited  St.  Omer  and  met  the  A.  D.  P  -h  i  ?«» tix  up  rej 

for  the  7th  Brigade  to  be  included  in  the  British  P.P.O.  which 
the  Cavalry  Corps.    Delivered  General  I  c 
Wytschyete  2  kilos  from    the  firing  line,     i  was  myself   under 
some  time.     I  have  now  three  different  refilling  point* 
only  one  cart,  which  makes  matters  difficult.     1  ha  rent 

Railheads  to  visit.     Returned  to  Lacon  7  p.m.  having  been  out  since 
8-30  a.m. 

27th.     Lahore  Division  (what  was  left  of  it)  retired  from     L 
Estaires.     Went  to  Levantier  which  is  under  shell  tire  and  delivered  mails 
to  certain  Batteries  R.F.A..  then  went    to    Bailleul   and    Kemmel    and 
delivered     7th     Brigade     Mails.     Returned    to     Estain  Delivei 

balance  of  mails  to  Batteries  in  the  tiring  line  as  they  were  loosing  off 
4.7 's.  The  C.  0.  and  all  were  more  than  delighted  at  this  novelty  (as 
they  called  it)  adding  it  was  the  first  time  they  have  ever  heard  of  a 
delivery  being  made  under  such  conditions.  At  9  p.m.  went  out  with  I 
Hennesy  and  Major  Sloane  to  act  as  Interpreter,  so  took  the  opportunity 
to  try  and  deliver  mails  for  the  9th  Bhopal  and  30th  and  31st  8  pers 
and  Miners.  Left  Col.  Hennesy  at  the  3rd  Division  (British)  H.Q.  then 
went  to  Rouge  Croix,  there  was  heavy  righting  a  mile  off.  Managed  to 
deliver  the  9th  Bhopal  mails  and  left  the  rest  with  a  guard  on  the  side  of 
the  road.  We  met  some  one  who  said  assistance  was  urgently  requested 
to  wounded  near-by,  so  left  our  car  (which  had  to  travel  without  lights) 
and  walked  right  up  to  the  trenches,  a  heavy  rifle  fire  going  on  all  the  time. 


Did  all  I  could  b 

9th  who  d 

•NM.m  wound*  | 

many  boors,  shot  through  i 
bodj  could  ui 
itli, 

ttd  whei     I 

I    ound  th  I 

and 

through  thru  linef  and  the)   w< 

..     I  put  thei 

1 
orderly  foi  th« 

oftl  ,,„|  that  tl 

I  thai  tl 

through  wh< 

28th.    Slept 

(111! 

29tn-    *  "'  Chcx  |  ,n  theevenii  ifa 

au.l  brought  in  k 
- 

(if    ina: 

the  fij  they  l<  I 

th«n  came  up  *  and  informed  ;  what   I   had 

■    \|        ■  D 
my  I  iorningu  no 

I i  K.     i  i 

ed  th<   i  u 

hell  fire      R  turned  •     I    l  H    Q 

l.t  up  II.  Qrs.  I. 

I 
*  bia  mails  and  put  I.        q  the  « 

I 
ly  in  the  morning  and  b 
--  bom  the  15th.     \  |  ,. 

m  touch  with  ! 

Buonesll  0.1  jrv 

P*  aw  v.  the  I6tl  I       ^      Heard 

od  had  th- 
up  I  The( 

I 


, ,  i  ,| i,  .    itedall  Pi  '''" 

I... 

rv,.i  Qu 

B n thil 

eandL The  Mo  »  *■ ' 

geld  Quarto,    ce I  '  ""    ' 

,,„,,       Wo     :      Work  n.  ..II  offio 
teitowin  British  regim. 

,'v    .....      !•'   P  O.No.9hasthe, 
?NC  6  and  6  men  of  the  4th  E  ' 

,,'x,,,,    ,„-!,,-.,.,.     VisitodCorp    H  ** ' 

and   Railhead,  also 

,„,.      in  C  0  and  6  men  of  the  SuffoL 
aJv^I^eada^Ihea^tl 

Core The  I  a   .  ■  Posl  Office*  'i' 

r^yofiu^itiontotheSe^deral^av^ 

„.T  -w  there  was  no  one  present  who  knew  th.  her.  very 

f  t  ,    ™U,mv  ,,  ,11  «ar„,l  *atan> 

^  1, ad  1 "    ,  ravel  with  light*  ont  and  walk*  '  of  the  way      - 

fTTTt  J   v  ,u  ,'  v  not  what  v„u  ,,  •  to  be.     The  hospital 

ScELSoX  wTsteL  and  J  t-  cleat  out  in  a  tarry.    I  got  to 


bed  at  2  a.m. 


Si  t     Mails  were  late  and  very  heavy  ;  one  of  my  lorries  had  to  make 
and  we  went  to  *Wj*£*  ^  Dlvisional  office  and  found  mads    for 

Ed^S  t^toeTto^m^.    I  In  visited  No.  36  at  Gorxe 


an. I  delivered  n  •  15th  S 

-  M. i  in  for  them    <l  proj  \,,UM  d  Hi 

"i»  all  -  ind  it  was  with  difficult;     i  i 

tin-  Pint Diviaioi 
rapport      Oui 

iretiing  we  ,k.-M  t! 

22nd      \     ••  —  Bi  l  -  i: 

..M. I  Corpi   Head  I  \ 

1  *ho  have  •'  ,,,  with  |    \   \\,. 

'J'"1  ' n  atta<  be  I         •     I » 

|  mile  south  ol  Rfolinghem,  but 
a  Dot  be  dooi  bad  left 

1  went  after  dinnei       V   LO  30  [hi        ■■  it  the  whole  I'  the 

I     \    II 

bore  I: 
:i«l  JuUunder  Bi  Post  0 

Sirhind 
Offii  tachel. 

23rd. 
billetted  by  tl..-  Brigade  billett  3  .,HV 

th.»t  mails  reached  ..II  the  diffi  |  .    , 

difficulty  .i>  in \  u  ernight  to  Railhead  d  ! 

,,nun    a  special  □  .ring  ,,,,  the  lorries  and    it  was  on 

that  I  I. -anit  that  theSirhind  I  triable  I 

the  d  et  u.m.  pollen  and 

and  their  fa 

without  -     [took     their    mails  myself    t..  Vendin,  when 

balti  terwards  I  picked  up  two  ski  men  ..ft),,,  ith  Suffolka  and  l 

with  i.i.«.     I  then  went  to  Corpi   l!  Lillei     I 

i  oil  a... I  bad  an  accident  with 
without  any  one  being  hurt)  which  kept  i 
turning  t..  Loanghem  at  :»-:;.i  p.m, 

■  i  |   1915, 

b.     Lubbock  I  from  \ 

Richeboui  fullund 

Ulnaijin  \ 

I  D  !  i 

18  milei    [got I.  A.  (  H 

••|»  their  own  with   tl 

M 
it    Bethune    o  I  ,   Uew 

l;  '  '    '  I.    tl,,-      BU] 

17th      -  :  loadii 

!'    ''  \  -  •■  I  J  •    u  •■     B  Head    I 


I  I'M'-    111.     tll.Mli 

bheu  own  I    l  1,»'  "« 

I:;,';;::,, 

M.  id  Q  iart(  i    ai  d  I     0  ft  .  , 

"  ;  ':,:::»...• w »    %r 

Head  Quartei  «.     Roturned  to    LUle 

,,„,   to-day.      I  bad  no  time  foi  tancb  • 

v  B     ^  120  Gurkhw  (Sirhind  1 
the  Brigade  and  Ith  Beaton*   bt  n  thou  p 

l«r     Went  to  Lee  Lobe         L 

showed  Inm  our  V.  I  .  U.  wo    ■    wnicu 
fire  for  two  days.    Then  went  to 

<■„,.,,.<  Head  Quarters  and  Phfflomel  where  the   Q.  0.  I      I 

^mh.    Sirhind lull 1«  Jam; 

La  Contour.     Visited  both  and 
Quarters  and  Posl  Offic< 

mh      Mv  motor  car  came  back    from     Npaii 
Birhnid^riXt  La  C --{*£ 

SiSLTdoSS Salon  at  Les  L  I  Ambub, 

"  ^Visited  Kichel rgSt   Vast  and  JultonA 

Quarters  and  took  these  mails  (they  have  noP.  a  ^      >  . . 

suimer    who   was   walking  beaide  me  had  his  hat  bft 

at  ii  Lobes  and  returned Head  Quarters  Lflen 
18th  Brigade  R.  F.  A.  59,  94  !l  Krl!- 

went  to   bed   at   2   a.m. 


i"  the  evening      I  also  visited  Laho  I,     i.  it\ 

p(   •  i  »■••    B  at  L 

warranto  for  journej        Returned  to  Rail]  I  | 

Jullundei  Brigade  alao  moved  the  -  M. 

tn'Mrlii-.v       I    tunk    tin  li    U|» 

/  '  i/ 

('"  ''  '  visit    I  ,,|    |  ill, 

twice  and  in  .,    mi    I     pectoi      • 

-nl, in-!     .  .    I 

bheii  mails  b 
which  h,  the  evenii 

for  the  I  i  mmdr.'fl  n  he  m<  m. 

L      L  I         m 

leaving  the  Poel  Office  and  admij 

former's  mail  up.  u  ^ 

4,1  offic*«  mo  nameuse   I  tool   th 

th(  i  P  remained  at  8  •  •      I 

isand   Callonne  theirnu 

"'•■  moved  in  the  night  .„«!  |,.f,  ,}, 

lila  an  irdinglj 

;'    '   '  d^d    •"'•'  ip  daily  whilst  h< 

awaj   from  Head  l  i  I        , 

all  da 

1,1,11     T,M,k  up  mails  for  th<  inlander and  those  who  w< 

ntre  10  n  Then    went     to    Juliund< 

with  i 

"'"  th<  knru  where  it  ha 

I  ?a*  bheG    0  I     I 

Vielle  Chapelle     •   I     < 
place  and  found   the    Brigade  at    the 

1  '  ^  «>■  *ith  m<  [lowed 

"I  the  M        I:         ;  i  ,.san<i  , 

found  |e  had  Benl  ife  P( 

dished  out  letter  mails  and  took  the  i 

^e  despatch.     I  then  found  ».  |  .  ..  Wlth  :i]]  the 

Birhmd  Bngadi  (thiswas2p 

round  I 

,k  ,,,ni  i  him  I 

with  bu     i 

Ri  | 


M 

to  da}  and  onl)  :."»'  i  '  ►  p.m.  H 

ed  '-ii  the  w  a    I  ■••  i<  e 

I lth.     M  Ihead  to  fetch  tl 

lor  ( Joi  |.   Head  Qh  !  • 

mail  '  Mt  men       I    ■    ■  •  ■  ;  I  ( allonne 

t  allowed  to  pa*  m  w  ithoul    'I  linn  ti  I . 

\  .11  ranged  and  took  ap  mail 
.it  I      I    nteur  ( Ion  i<  \ 

dropped  in  t  he  Post  Ofl  l 

Fido  and  hii  clerke  beii 

amongst  t  he  stall     I  tail     I  be   enti  wounded  who 

i  he  office  .it  the  t  ime.     [  bro  R 

for  repaii     boi row ing  anoi her  from  tl  I  (     Lahoi 

al   La  < lonteur.     I  t  hen  wenl  to  Le  *  ren 

irl    ame  to  the   Jullunder  refilling  point    and  ■  I.' ■ 

where  I  picked  up  cay  own  car  which  had  had  .1  nen 
hack  to  St.  Venanl  8  p.m.  No  lunch  tc-d 

I'Jtli.    .Mails  were  late  bo  I  went  I  until  12 

o'clock    for  them.     1 1 ■•  •  e  direci  i<  1 
the  night  except  two)  and  then  took  up  A]       I  . : 

sorted  it  al    Corpe   2nd    Echelon  and  took  ap  those  for  I 
Mameuse.     I    lost    the    Ferozepore  Poet  Office  and  no  I  me 

where  it  had  gone.   I  wired  to  the  Brigade  about  it  !  ply. 

They  were  too  busy  on  account  of  the  attack  going  on,  so  I  had  turn 

their  mails  to  Railhead.     Visil  hind    Po 

Lahore   Bead  Quarters.     The  house  opposite  Sirhind   P< 
struck  by  a  shell  and  collapsed  in  the  morning  and  the  B  bad  left 

for  Neuve  Chapelle   leaving    the    Post  Office h  b         Idrytolook 
itself.    The  Sub-Postmaster  wanted  m<  billet  furth<  y  owing 

to  continuous  shell  tire,  but  this  was  impossible 
was  occupied.     Returned   to  St.    Venant. 

13th.     Sent  car  down  to  Railhead  and  brought  0 
mails     Sorted  same  and  took  up  1st  Echeloi   -         Ifameuse.    T\ 
Spear  at  Rendezvous  and  served  out  mails  foi  Brigades  at  Refilling  P< 
the  Ferozepore  Post  Office  had  not  sent  a  clerk  oi  for  mam 

my  wire.     1  sorted  and  delivered  25  bags  lays      Uection)  nr 

and  took  the  balance  7  bags  in  my  1  ar  to  their  Post  Office  which  I  found 
on  the  roadside  waiting  for  a  billet  in  Vieille  Chapelle. 

N.B.     No  lorries   are  allowed  >f   Lacon-E  -    Main    1 1 

Returned  to  St.  Venant  and   issued  orders   for  to-morrow.     This  meant 
issuing   <>   wires  and  I  had  to  wait  at  t         3  i  >fHce  until  10-45  p.m.  for  in- 
formation as    to  moves.     Ferozepore  Posi   Office  mov< 
hebourg  St.  Vast. 


I  Mi.    Took  up  I  mails,  then  wenl   I      I 

I     .'I  to  leave  mj  I     I  od  wall 

being  shell*  d     Mel  the  Sirhind  Post  0  waj      [f 

hron    Richeh  \  tinually  shelled 

night.    Two  moles  got  blown  to  bit  [quicken- 

ed my  |..i.  e  and  reached  I 
Office.  The  latfc  I  (much  to  McL 

t     l  ...  |ll(  I,  they  did" 

ii  out  '  loubl  tli.-  othei 

Tin-  <  hurcfa  was  bit  win!.-  I  w, 

tins  imliit.     Then 
:n  tli.-  da}  and  I  u.i>  unable  t..  L"'t  I 
bad  to  mal 

Th.  ii     |  \  ,     ,     Chap 

.\n  bou 
time  it  did  bo,  the  whole  place  aha        N 
windows  neai  b)  remain  u 

15th.     \     ted       •    tiling  p  up  th< 

maili  to  Mameus(  A  up  •  the  whole  of  the  18th   l 

R    I     \    to  M  b  up  ii  ii  the  whole  oi  the  I 

R   I'    \   \tli(»  were  in  m  I  ion  and  to  "in  thei 

(the  I  Refill  \     ted  G.H.Q.A.D.  P.  to  t 

G    < »  i     l .  bon     I-'-  •■ 
no  <  or]  s   I  imand  I. 

1 '  l  -  I      ->nl\  likely  to  lasi 

«la\  •  the  forn  test  I  hi  end  him  mails  by 

■  ■ 

/   r  tk    tih  i  '-I :». 

24th.     \  Lahore  I 

red  to  move  by  ti 

I  -: 

and  l  Head  Q 

the  whole  d  nun.     In  th< 

ocl    1  arenl  a 

.ill  the 
1  Lestrem  (Corps  J         l  n.  when  I  bad 

1  mail 

th.     I 
I  hundred   mi  ting  <  P  \ 

numerous  othei   towns  in   Belgium. 

I  r 

at  1 1  «■  i  md  Ind       I 

i 
my  i 


,.,,     ,,..   Po  bOi  vhli  h  hi  benight  without  m>  knowlw 

,    i,,,,!.  rii  -      round      Belgium     I 

Lahore     H<         "  ''     ,1"-  naltu 

getting  theii  n  i  I  opened  th(  i 

the  de  putrh      I  then  found  Bi  ,on 

and  \  lamertin  ut  Jullundei  had  I 

with  the  i  I 

knowing  where  it  and  I  found  I  rhirol  | 

wai  out  b3  the  ''"  ! 

Office  wa        He  had  been    lost  with    all  th< 
Quart(  I  found  In-  oil  I    dumped  bin 

Sirhind  Brigade  mail  down  with  the  Bui    I  tlM' 

,.|t  on  the  side  oi  the  road    getting    the    Bi  gade    Major    I 

foi    parcels      for    Dnits    wind.  I. ...I    nai    come    up.     I 

theii  despatch  and  then  wenl  to  find  the  Jullund< 

,  |l(.,l(.     it  was    located  in  an  open  field  m  ' 

...  them  theii  mails  and  returned  to  U 

arriving  at  U  p.m.  having  had  no  lunch,  tea  or  dinner.     I    I 

j  went  to  bed  after  refreshing    «  •>"  br«-ad  and  «!,. 

a    bottle  of  stout. 

26th.     Left  early  in  the  morning  f<  an     !'•  roxep 

found  hie  way  to  fch<   Bi  gade  early  this  mornh 

and  saw  to  distribution  of  mails.     All    fiv<  |° 

beingthemost  unfortunate  as  it'slocated  in  an  open  field  bul  fort 

h  is  fine  weather  and  I  was  able  I  •Ti«"1  1!1  a  1,llT  ,"1  t1"' 

staff.     When  I  finished  my  work  up  here  I  '-    ■ 

35  miles  off  to  mee1  the  Director  amvingthe*  80.     I 

Lestrem  with    mails    for    Indian    Corps,  Lahore  and  Ifeei  .-I'     - 

Head  Quarters,  sending  Cook  back  in  d  I  had  no  Lunch  oi 

to-day,  bu*  n  was  my  own  fault  because  1  illy  beef 

with  me.     For  this  special    Motoj  E  an    Boulog 

I  have  after  much  fighting  arrange  a  Head  I  ry  to 

go  to  Railhead  daily  for  Head  Quarters  I.  bore  and  Meen  I 

27th     Took  Cook  upto  Belgium  to  show  him  the  ground  in  -    -       - 
Division  goes  there.     Visited  all  my   Post  Offices    and  refil     -      unts 
at  Onderdon,    Vlamertinghe  and    Poperinghe.     A  h< 
Lahore  Head  Quarter's  post  office  at  Poperi   _        wbb  hit  by  a  I   - 
causing  a  certain  amount  of  alarm  and  owing    to  I  ug  been 

led  with  17-inch  nuns  in  the  afternoon  t:  b*  been 

deserted.     We  had  a  conference  regarding  the  Head    - 
going  to  Railhead  daily  for  mails,  the  ('amp  Commandant  and  D.  A.  A 
and  Q  M.  G.  being  dead  against  it  and  w<       a      1  the  p  I  half 

an  hour   but  1  got  what  1  wanted.    Mails  arrived     *  -  p.m.  and  I  sorted 


them  mvsell  and  delivi  >me  \s it }»  the  help  »»f  my  camp    clei 

ordei      i    [did  not  want  tin-  P< •  ugle  hand(  i»t 

on  <lwt\  i   p.m. 

:i      \\  enf  to  A  in 

I ),  |  ....  • 

I  to  the  «lfliv .  -If. 

29th.     M<  in   Belgium  and  t « m » k    him 

round  my  Post  (  '  I . .;  ■  i  '1  Hrii 

nd  the  i  bo 

and  Onderdon      \\      ifterwards  went  t..  <  I  lunch  .it   I  p 

I  returned  rtei    I  •   ■  • 

irw  daj  i  I  (ia\ e  don  I    mile 

b<  i  bored  with   • 

Uing  p  Igium,  ind  Jullui 

r<  iill.il  early.     T  id  .ill    KK>\  ed    of!  by  t :  l» 

.iii.i  m  usual  mad<  I  made  my  lo 

I    l.\    ami    u.-n  !  Head  < 

t«>  find  out  where  they  h  is  under  orders  to  d 

at   l  o'olot  k  but  tin-  w.i  elled  while  I  there      I 

lullut.  '  Sol 

•  .1  up  my  lorry  and  went  I  rid    ol  the   mail        I 

to  be  j  i 

a  different  place       Botl  open  fields  when  had  to 

itand  b)   until  ♦>  p.m.  pending  furthei  \ 

to  move  in  the  night  I  in  the 

U    /  1915. 
<  anadian   Divisional   Head  «  md    met    the    "  m 

4  1  11  I-  N,XN 

AMI     B.  as  promised   \  estemay  and   lm\  e  him 
Tip'  whole  I  >i\  if  riding  b  rheir  Railh* 

changed  to-day  with  the  result  that  they  hs  I  no  mails  uj 

11  p.m.     I  wired  about  them  to  the  R.  T.  0  ned      v 

•  I     • .  ben 

returned  to  I  Head  I  I  I 

Lahore  Divisional  Head  Quarters  1st  and  2nd  Echel<  find  out  wh< 

the  Sirhind  Brigade  P<  nt  du  II-  m  and  I 

i\  the  latter  j.l.i.  e    \    P  Mt  du  H  til  shells  - 

ily  they  did  no  damage  fall  i 
I  found    out  that  the  Sirhind  be  2nd  I 

•       *ion  and  were  in  the  neighbourhoo 
I  ind  found  one  of  I 

• 


• 
i     i  I 

,,l,  and  I  ■  ,',,,,'!    ,",t  fl 

ii  billettin  I 

with  a  Field  Ambuli 
toll  ■' 

thi  thai  th  I1 

\  en hi'!. ill. 

[7th.     Visited  Laho 
to  Sirhind  [lead  Quarts        bst  0  ' 

co  i  mi  from  the  joun 

mi  cai  bj  15  went  • 

touched  us.     In  the  nfterno*  i    I  ( 

I,     fj  pore  Posl   (  m; 

istl,.     Visited  all     refilling    point 
purchased  ne*  flags  for  both  Divisions  and  i 
bera  to  await  arrival  oi  the  Di  D 

the  Director  to  *ee  No.  36  Field  I 
Aire  and  met  Cook  returned  I     I  H< 

evening 

!«itli.     Visited  refilling  poi]  Sirhind   I 

and  Post  Omee,  they  are  Mill  at  L    I  onteur.     R 
Thompson  at   La  F< 

20th.     Visited   Lahore  Divisional,  Sirhind    Brigade  ] 
and  Post  Offic.  Istaires,  Pont  de  S< 

with    me   at    9-30p.m.    The 
from  Boulogne,  so  I  started  otl  to  try  and  trace  it. 
and  saw  3  bags  for  A  squad  K.D.G's  *ho  d  through  Corp*  I 

Quarters  Lying  outside  the  Btatioi 

clerks  up  and  asked  him  aboutthe  n  ula  for  In. 

He  knew  nothing  but  said  he  had  received  his.  [tookthe 
<  a  and  went  to  look  up  Cook,  but  his  pi;  sallshul 

[ndian  Corps  Head  Quarters  L  arrivi]  g  then 

and  found  mails  had  been  delivered  at  11  p.m    I  hem    in 

his  iguiar  box  caj  broke  down  again  at  Aire. 

21st      Visited  Lahore  D  Jullunderand  Sirhind  B    s     -Head 

Quartersand  Pi  st  Officesal  Esi  Pont  du  Hem  and  1 

the  18th  Brigade  E.  F.  A.  and  certain  Batteries  in  act 
Chapelle  where    I  had  a   complaint  of  non-rw^ipt  ofletl  tc.     The 


plai  belled  at  regul  u  I;. 

I.    I rem  aftei  being  shown  round  >ui  15 

22nd.     Went  to  Boulogne  to  be  D 

and  dia  ussed  certain  -  aa        On  tin-  wa     I  • 
aboul  15  milea  this  side  ■      Bo  dogn<         I 
possible  on  In  m; 

The  Dir«  toi  and  I  went  lat<  ad  tow< 

Ri  turned  I  h  and  i 

• 

rd      V  :i  iHili  LD.P    lf(  I 

Po      I  I  Pont  du  Hi  in 

I  J        1916 

16th.  A  I).  Meeruf  returned  from  leave  Too*  him  round 
offices  whi<  h  had  all  moved  d  ,.  },,,,,     .  , 

sorting  lisl  1 1       on      \     ted  J  D 

p    t  0  I  m. 

!  the   i  •    Bou 

with  the  Directoi      l;  turned 
vl    i  u  bn    i  do  !  towali  I 

mothei  friend  in  thei  kmbulance  lin<  tual- 

rolled  up  at  \j   ti  m. 

irrived  at  Corpe  Head  I 
office  work  most  of  the  morning  and  fixed  \i\ 
Sir  M  illiai     Maxwell  who 
arrived  about    12-40  .t  hours.     I  tl 

rut.      \\ 
I  them  a 

J    l>i\  :  \  |; 

;         >  • 
I'.'tl,.     \  ■   •  ged  for  theD 

telephoi  M    Q 

•'"II  bind  Bi  Head  I  |  | 

au  llr,,,  and  La  Gorgue  (they  both  moved 

i  Railhead  Iferville  and  I 

}»-  W(  ;,,|. 

Visited  Lahore    D  I  Post  0 

o   13th  Sikha  and    1st    Man<  be 

to     2l* 

two  .!,•,        \  L  D.  Meeruf 

hiuI    \  Lahore  D       oi    H 


! "       ' 

.  I 

„,l     Mert  the  Directoi  General  and  D  '; 

ad  took  them  to  I "•      ' 

., tMlln„.l  offi«  tddH 

QO  C   Lahore  forpe.  "  ***•*. 

had  been  telephoned  to  njl  pr eded  ' 

Battery  :  afterward!  we  returned  - '    n lor  lunch 

.„,„-,,-      ■ * " 

near  Levantier  and  eUed  on  the 

l,,„K, tare, * 

and  left  for  Head  Quarter!  l-t  Oorj         I  'b' 

,„„•  late  D.  k.kQ.  M  Q      Returned  via  Bethuneand  |« 
shelled   again   there. 

I,lt| ^ening viaited Ourpi  Head  I 

23rd      Indian  Corpa  moved  to  Merville 
Po8tOfficetoopenout&ore»rrivaloftl  \^ 

K   ,.  o  bad  to  he  moved  to  another  part  of  tih.  >" 

^mtoMerville  ehortly,  their  F  V'"'""" 

followed  taterand  wenl  witii  them  to  Boulogne       \    D.sCa  alrj 
Keerut  alao  came  along. 

Wrote  out  a   diary  lor  the  D  n«ral  giving  an  aecounl 

(terduy'e  trip  and  traced  oul  same  on  ■  map. 

Nora.     After    writing  this    diary  Lt.    Bollard    waa    killed    by    • 
shell. — Ed. 

DTARY    OF  LT    B.  B.THOMPSON,   ASSTT.   DIBKCTOB    OF 

POST    OFFICE,   !.  B.  K  A. 

For  th    l*i  Wed  of  .I"'/"-'  1915. 

1st.  Visited  Field  Post  Offices  13  and  12,  14,  37  T.  I  2  1. 
afternoon  went  to  India,,  Corpa  Head  Quartern  where  I  heard  of  th- 
i  L    Bullanl  who  was  killed  by  a  shell    Lt.  BuHard  « 

Sht  into  Indian  Corps  Head  Quartern.    Sent  a  w.re  to  the  D.rector 
informing  him  of  the  hour  of  the  funeral. 

2nd.     Attended  the  funeral  of  Lt.     Bollard  at  10  a.m.  :  met    the 
Director,  Postal  Services,  who  directed  me  to  take  eharge  of  all  the  V  l; 

Os.   in   the  Indian   Corps;     visited  Field   post    offi T.  L  1,1.1.  - 

9,  8,  and  13. 


fRA(  I    FROM    INK  DIAB1    OP  1. 1    J   II    KING     IS8I8TANT 
DIRE(  TOR  OF  POST  OFFII  BS    i\i»i  \\  |  \\  \U;v    Dn  r8I0N 

*  *  ♦  ♦ 


* 


*  * 


L  •      i  ,  •  •    Parshad,  Pield  P<    I  I-    p 

ba«  I..-  tioned  in  Su  Doug 

that  m 
f'"~    competent  official    to   General     Riming 

mander,  I  M1V  „(,T#.  in  II1V 

■■'  Man      19  i    ,  dirtinction  awaided 

""  merited  and  in  vie*  of  the  bonow  I  on  aim  I 

ommunication  that  he  should 
special  promotion  in  recognition  of  this  honour 
from  any  likely  promotion  granted  I  office  ofm  iala  who  have  rend- 

1  good  -■  in  the  Pield. 

2     '  ,,avr  !'  :t  made  by  th 

Ueneralol  the  I  ...••  I  Kingdom  withCoJ   I  \..   ,  p 

i  twool  mj   Pield  I'.  Phe  P 

.Mir.il.lv   ,mpi  A,t|,   t] 

H(  lally  visited  I 

"i  t»ngratuktiiighimon  being  mentioned  in  Bii  Douglac  rlaig     I  >• 

rKA(  r  PROM  THE  DIART  OF  l.T   J   II    KING     kS8IS1  INT 
DIREl  rOR  OF  P08TOPFK  Eg   INDIA*  -  w  \\.\:\    DIVISION 

For  the  Month 

*  ♦  *  * 

*  *  *  * 

14th  September  1916.     \  |  to  m<  ,M(1I 

Motor  Lon        \:  ■   \  \     { 

'      Divisions  changed   I  I:     ;.  •    ,  2nd     I 

ilry   Division  moved  to    \i;  |        town 

iheavi   bon  bardment  at  th.   I 

>fficp  **afl  (F,e,d  ;  ce  \  under  continuous  shell 

hours,  but 

111,1  excellent 

I  must 

in  rallying  his  staff  in  this  difficult 
would  have  coll  I 

mdei  d  shell  fin 


..Ml,-    I'     tO  '  ' 

leepatnighl 1;  '    " 

1 1 1 i •  night. 

i ..,1,  Beptembei   191 
Ubcn      The  llailhead  of  1  India,    i 

e  \..  i  -:   ■  *" 

the  nun    ..I  the  town  and  a! 
"wnii   till  being  heavilj  iheU(  >*  *'»' 

are  conducting  themselva        i      d         I  "" 

,    ,,,,.,.-lv  . 1. 

which  the    Field     r       Oft*  l"-,f,"m  tneu    df',y 

,1,,,,,..     Tl lition     I    an 

sphered  operations  where  thi  '  ■    " 


LBTTEB    PROM    LT.    B     I         ON    WEIGH 
0.  M.  HARRI80N,  ESQ     LC.8     P.M.G     PUNJAB 

/.,,,„, .  February  1915. 

I  > i  \i:  Mi:.  HARBISON, 

[  wa8  not  able  to  write  last  w<  ! 

as  far  as  Rouen  and  stayed  a  week  th.  -  ttem. 
iv.,  Office  It  now  looks  anything  bnl  ■  Pieid  P 
oice  counter,  a  parcel  case  and  an  BngUsh  sorting  c  eryone 

called  wanted  to  know  if  we  I  drink  » "  *■ 

finished,  the  mail  suddenly  stopped.    This  was  ,,- 
most  fearfully  ragged.     [  tore  round  and  found  tiiatil     - 
intelligent  D.  A.  D.  B,  T.  who  had  mixed  up  the  trail 
back  [travelled  with  a  R,  A.  M.  1 1  Captain  and  a  Canadian  padre. 
doctor  had  been  righl  through  tl 

some  very  interesting  aceoi)  the  battle  of  the   Aisnei. 

quitealol  of  the  fighting.     His  dres  at  the  juncto 

foul.  roads  and  the  Germans  shelled  this  point  to  try  and  make  it  mi, 
able      U  sol  ce    tliat  the  wounded  who  had  come  to  be  dr. 

said' they  would  rather  be  hack  in  the  trenches.     How  he  managed  ft 
escape  he  does   not  know  as  the  shells  were  falling  all  round  m* 

tookcomers  ofithe  roof  of  the  ham  in  which  he  waaworking.     In  anothe 
place  a  shell  hurst  in  a  room  whore  he  had  been  living  not  ten  minutes 
after  he  had  left  and  made  a  tangle  of  twisted  nonol  his  bed  and  , 
his  kit  which  had  not  been  moved  there  was  nothing  lett. 


a 

i.liv  we  I  I  pry]  }„. 

>nto,  when  all  thii  .  I   • , 

splendid  word  it  wai  „ 

are  .ill  fighting  about  nobod)  seems  able  to  - 

The  Russians  have  been  having  i  bad  time  tch- 

the  Ea  it  wiH  prolong  tl  rulefinib 

get  badly  b  i  m  when  an 

not  be  i. n  ofl  qow  as  weal 

well  prepared  no*       I  /..  ppelin 

1  n  blights  play  all  over  the  ik)  l 

on  isolal  .1  cloud      I  ink 

tli.it  the}  are  likely  to  \  there  is  nothin 

them,     We  had  very  cherrj  oev  ,,j  the  G< 

inei  had  been  sunk  and  thai  two 

en      1  hope  w<  the  brut        (  I 

"K   torpedoed  d  lay  aol  seven  miles  from  i 

It  was  the  Bame  boat  th  p  ..-. 

•i  January  when  he  went  on 
him  but  nothing  to  what  tl  when  he  Ban  the 

aot  twenty  five  yards  ahead,  I  believe  it  upset  hii 
the  'l.i 

I  do  not  know  when  I  am  going  to  have  my  l<  one  ha* 

and  I  am  the  last.     I  have  put  in  for  it  and  hop  this 

Week,      Th<  Imt    prmniM-s    N,  ,H\    although 

'  **"<*  u  which  made    the 

it  is  just  ; 

W  it li    kind    regards. 

i:    B    WRIGHT 

M\     Dl    \i:    Mi:      II  \i: 

•  bave  to  apologise  for  not  halving  kept  up  n  J  mails 

been  travelling  all 
many    people  and  in  th<  I 

had  no  time  ondeni  ;  ~lilt\ 

rj  interesting  m,,    I 

with  them  I 
«m  we  imuae  ourselves  quite  well 

we  had  .1  very  jolly  dii  down 


64 


\i,,,  i|1(     left  I  m  ited  an  ol  ng  thro    "    '' 

time      Vmong  othei  thii       I  toppin     l  th  which  m 

welcomi  !'"1      I  '  ■  "•     ' 

0  |  did  not  altogethei  lo  '  I  '""  th«offic«  iotl 

where  I  am  QO  ■    I     ■  •  I 

1  bad  the  wholeol  tl,  tin   did  uol  go  till  the. 

I    |  th<   Ri1       I  ' 

room  I"  '  ",llv  charged  hall  ; 

,  |      totl     i  veo  the  pri  igh  enough  but  it 

vame  and  one  felt  better  foi  a    ta    >:  i  re      M    i  mm 

the  furnishing  and  fittings  wen  :  ,}"' 

whole  place  a  marvel  ol  modem  comfort      W  th  the  D  I 

l,.1(|  one  bi1  ol  excitement,  when  one  da  I  out  »■ 

clothing  and  we  lost  oui  way,  ouj  drivei  ti  turn  on  a  nan  intrj 

road  and  before  we  could  stop  him  I  eld  where  th< 

immediatelv  sank  nearlv  up  to  it    axle*  in  the  It 

lonely  Bpot"and  we  thought  we  should  be  stuck  foi  the  night 

walkhome,  when  an  old  lady  came  along  "  with 

horse  and  hauled  us  out  in 

drove  ofi,  but  I  do  not  think,  Bhe  had  a  very  high  opinion  ol 

people      We  gol  home  very  late  in  I  g  but  \ 

fae  ordnance  depot  first,  although  we  had  to  pick  up  ticularly   evil 

Bmelling  peasant  asguide.    Besat  down  in  th<  cai  ind  it  was 

.x\\  •,  Could  do  to  keep  from  producing  a  handkerchief.     I  •  man  J 

jn  the  car  was  a  very  haughty  and  polished  A.  I).  C.  and  hi* 

when  the  peasant  calmly  got  into  the  car  when  '    his  I 

standing  on  the  footboard,  wi  ■  tunny.     He  had   to  stick 

there  was  nothing  else  to  do. 

#   In   Pans  1    managed   to  lose    mj  This    * 

catastrophe    and    cost   me   numerous    franca    intaxis    befon     I 
nim    i  hadleft  himatthe  Baths,  as  the  crowds  on  i; 
a  nuisance   the  way  they  crowded  round  every  time  I   st 
had  never  seen  anv  of  the  Indian  I  took  tie  the  places 

very  carefully  but  unfortunately  I  lost  it  and  having  chai  s  I 

was  done   however,  1  had  a  good  idea  of  the  direction  ai 
false  caste  I  hit  off  the  line,  as  Tallyho  d<  -  it,  and    ran    tl 

to  earth      Tins  gave  me    very  little  tin  un  and    it 

scramble  as  it  happened  to  be  the  only  exp  the  place  I 

to  and  was  crowded  out.  1  manag  standing  room  in  the  coi 

but  we  were  packed  like  sardines.  The  !'••  u  h  Beem  rathei  to  lik< 
carriage  being  as  rail  as  possible  and  they  then  shut  all  the  wm 
and  anv  nook  by  which  air  might  and  sit  back  smothered  n 

and    appear  to  have   realised  the  height  of    comfort.     If  you  dare 
much  as  to  lower  the  window  by  an  inch,  they  all  wake  up  and  glare  a1 


ind  one  old  wretch  oi         died  th<  I       .  |ge  by  in 

I  bad  done  something  quit  .r  their  tl 

the  ul.nl. •  I  |  .iri,i    » I  can  l  '    fluentlj  I 

ith  the  different  people  I  The  1     rich- 

man  i-  alwajri  rea 

some  peculiar  babiti    bul  pie  1  think  th«  |  the 

families  I  bave  lived  with    have  a;  ,  wouJ(j 

do  anything  the)    | iblj   i  ould  t..  belp. 


W  irli  Irind  regards. 


■v. 
I:    I;    w  RIGHT 


(  //  Will:     IV 

PRANCI     L9H     L915. 
I  ,   (  n|.     !•.   B.     I  hompion     M  B  E  ,    formi  rlj    \   D-   P  9 


'       |\  ill  N       I   )W  \%\    Ml. 
f 


I 


\  India  the  fire)  week   ol     \        I   I9H 

alarming  run and  il        i  """I 

, ,|,  thai  definite    milil 

,,,    the  biliaation    o)  Indian    I  I  "     M' 

the  time  Superintended     Po  t   0  Lower   B 

Division    and   I   re mber  the  ,""1' 

floated  round  in   the   Club. 

had  been  mobilieed   and    when  and    wh. 

WM    to    be.  erything    ■ 

prevailed.  No. al  thiatime,  I  think,  reall; 

K  arrived,  and  it  w»  not  till  al 

nuTnththal  H  bees reallyclear*  thatd, 

'      n  in  France  and  thai  matt, 

excitemeni  and  enthusiaam  e  ^ 

.„ul,l.l dung.    Byd  familia, 

from  our  mid*  and  n aee, 1  to  know  when  and  w 

„.  and  I  remember  wiahing  thai  mj 

^kUer^sWofamiaerableSuperintendenl 

be among  the  choaen  to  be  quietly  cdled 

Agoing  on  aervice  with  the  ReldPoatOfi  J. 

\V|  v.  I  really  do  nol  know,  aa,  although  I 

Service   [  knew  of  the  exiatei  this  branch  of  1 

,;,,,,  then  was  my  surpriae   when  on  the  15th  August   I  -  '         ■■- -'" 

oSdeS^fr^nSDirector, 

asking  me  whether  I  would  volunte,  -  "'  "    »    to 

3  at  once  to  Bombay  and  the  Poatn  .al  there 

Kiewaareceivedlateatnightand,  ^Ididnotta 

to  make  up  my  mind.    The  next  day  1  apent  m  handing  ovei         -    and 
t  „    ,nv  belonginga  and  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  1  quietly  and 
,  omenta  i.mslv  dipped  away  from   Ame,  L.  tie  d.d 

1 "hink  there  that  it  Wild  be  more  tha.  before  I  would  return 

to  my  duties  aa  Superintendent,  Poet  I 

On  arrival  in  Bombay  I  found  the  grew  itement  everywhere. 

The  hotels  an,l  streets  were  full  of  khaki  clad  figures  and  one  aaw  camps 
oXmmdanandinallaortaof  unexpected  Plac,,.  On  my  report.ng 


I   found  tl.  . 
<  from  the  Nerbudda  Division    I.    G    Bulla nl    from    t h«*      i 

Raj pu tana  Division  and  I  Wraith,  )'     \     to*  the    P< 

ra]    Bon  ba     bad  also  i  ad  had    quietly 

unknown  to  joined  in  Bombay       Ll      Hull. mi         I 

believe  the  first  to  join  in  Boml  I  on  m  il   there  U    B  i 

bad  alread)  left  foi  8   rachi  in  order  to  join  the   Lahore    Division  Field 

Offices  which  were  embarking  from  tl. 
\      tant  Directoi     I  *  ■»  sail  fnmi  It 

Division  embarked  at   Karachi  on  the  24th    \.  U      Bu 

impanied  them.     My  own  ordera  were  that    I  i.r.»<.-.-.l  with 

Bxpedit  ioi  I  i         and  that  I  wa 

iiKuiM'i  I  the  embarkation  office  dail)   but  could 

get  no  defii  when  I  was  to  tail  and  §0  1  had  to  di 

mi   from  day  to  day  in  Boml  knowing  when   I   would   I 

In  man}  was  fortunate  that  dv  riling  ■■■ 

delay ed  as  I  was  by  no  m<  id}     1    I  uniform    or   equipn 

and  the  shops  in  Bombay    w  rworked  with  orders      Uso 

itafl  which  >m  the  KieM  i 

ready.    The  men  were  arriving  in  twos  and  tin 
of  India  many  of  them  without  full  equipment.     In  addition  to  this  tl 
were  many  other  details  to  be  seen  to  all  of  which  took 
amount  of  timet  le.      I*  was  difficult  anything    through 

quickl}  >ne  appeared    I  working  n  less  in  th< 

I  low  e\  er  h  11  and  materiala  W  :  I    ind  Lt 

Probyn  Smith  and  Cook  were   all    ready  r  -till  We  could 

no  definite  Bailing  orders.     Whenever  we  led  the  Embarkation  we 

always    beards    fresh ds  and  after- a  while  in  to  think 

that  we  would  never  sail.    8om<  the  last  week  oi    \. 

first  week  of  September,  1/  -'  ol    II    8,  H.  Pilkington  arrived  in  Bombay 
and  eeing  what  arrangem<  e  had  made  and 

orders  he  sailed  for  an  unknown  destination  taking  with   him  star! 
squipment  for  a  Base  Post  Office  f oi       \      Force    ks  already  mentioned  1 
was  detailed  for '  I  hut  the<eor«l<  ijuentl^  led 

and  1  was  told   I  was  1  .        \       I  i   l.-     Probj  d  Smith 

who  was  also  under  ord<  \      I  ts   at    the  last 

minute  ordered  to  Lr-«  a ith  the      I  w  •  g] 

Madi      9  iperintendent  of  Post  0  i  ompany  "  I 

d  In-  place.     Shortly  after  tin  1  orders  were    n 

are  ur<>t  our  sailing  orders  from  tin*  Embarkation  (i  and  then 

naturally  a  great  deal  of  bustling  abo  our  men  and  equipment 

\*  last    the  day  of  embarkation  ad  I  with  I.- 

Wright  found  oursel  board  I  b  about 

men  and  equipment   for      I    K  ■    :    I'     •   Office-     We  embarked  in  pouring 

ram  and  we  and  our  soaking  wet  while  waiting  on  the  qnai 

to  be  on  I  I  last,  but  much  to  our  d 


we  founds nth.         left  I l« 

,„„ ip  top 

!,.,■!   all 
who  '  I  '         ° 


left    foi    Karachi. 


i«-ii    i. .I    i\.m .1. .... 

\,„,  three  di  .I,.-I,„l...u alln 

remember  ho* 

been  cl 

„il tolin,  -Ml therandfilin  "'• 

Lnds boafw. -  at  th,  '<*  °? 

the  big  boat,  brought  up  the 
the  whole  convoi      When  in 
traJports  of  the  "  C  "  Forced, 
,th      About  - 
..  North  and  attached  then 

,.,,;,,!,     were    ca. ,    h 

SnteUvLte.  Cook  and    Km, I  th, 

I   ,,„l»ivi-i,.ii.     Evenatthi  of  the 

^ut^  destination  and  il  was  not  till  w,  '  »«d 

A^rtSwetooh berd 

We  were  held  up  in  Port  Said  (or  rather  ju 

J  I  ,!,,', one,  delivering  the  maila  to  the  *™ 

,,         ,       ,,„v„v.     We  were  lent  a  pini 

,,,'vll.- ooattol  d.aftera* 

delivered   the  bags.     The  troops  naturally  were  del 
.,„.,,  :pected  toget  any  maila  , 

Eatfas^waa    langer  »  th, 

shins   and  l.v  d,  the  East 

,  b^thatthe  trans ts.arrh 

2    .•!■    Ll,iW -'.    The"  City  ol 

rShOctobVrandontheBamodayl 

and   Kins  also  arrived  in  port. 

On  L  whole  the  voyag.  uneventful  lam  sure  ne 

fit  hold  whenever  the  weather  *  gh .    «^;*2nSS«P „ 

SLdidly  and  with  the  exception  of  only  one  or  two  all  struggled  ap 

the  mam  deck  for  the  daily  round  of  inspection. 


1  •  i  day  the  daj   i  Ity  was 

experienced  in  obtaining  definite  ordei  I    ml  my  little  I 

of  | >« »- 1 .1 1  officials   had  to  go.     First  ]  ,  mp  ju-t 

outside  Hai  eillesbut  these  ord<  tbeequentl  led  and  I  was 

ordered  t<»  take  my  men  outside  M      i  illea. 

I  myself  went  <>n  ahead  m<1  left  tin-  mi 

on  with  an  I  I  I*  w  •  bey 

ted  I » 1 1 t  it  u.i  .   midnight  when  th<  their  destina- 

tion.    The  dels  chiefly  due  to  t h<  *s  along  th< 

\  ery  tlom      I  ted   A 

children  vied  with  each  ot lei  in  showing  honour  and  kindness  to  the  i 
who  had  ti  >  many   weary    miles  by  land  ai  their 

•  in  th  •  World  W 

at  the  camp  ground  the  men  i 
h  w huh  \  to  men  w ho  had    been    i 

>hi|»  for  nearl)  three  weeka    that  .ill  th<  to  «!«»  waa  to  I  • 

anywhere.    This,  however,  1  would  not  alio*  and  insisted  on    • 

bed,  which  waa  fortunate         during  the  night  u  in 

torrents  and  in  the  morning  the  camping  ground  waa  a  qu 
morning  we  all  Lr"t  to  work  .tn<  1  oj  l  ■    i  P<  the 

which  was  ei  I  in  the  sam< 

\   •  much  ;  done  durii 

I  .mi  afraid  no  one  had  much  time  to  write  letters  and  m< 
our  was  fully  occupied  with  other  more  weighty  matters.     The  n 
were  despat<  hed  to  and  eilles  l>v  1 1 

ulahh'.      1  Mi.-  (Ink   and   i 

to    ac<  ompany    t  he  mails    <  1 . * 1 1  \     and  I  he  i  I  his 

work  thoroughly  i  i  the  day'a  outing  .i-  lil«"  in  camp  low 

and  dull  and  of  co  nted  b • 

\  ••  ,.  ds  i ri\ al  m  Mai *eil 

down  from  the  north  and  the  day  following  Lt    Bartoi   VVi   jht 
ef  tl  brought  <»ut  by  ih  depai ■  ■  R  now 

arriving  in  Marseilles    daily,  mostly    units  oi  i  Cavalry  D 

and  1  had  t«»  open  Field  Post  in  three  or  n 

Hai       e      I  ficulty  wai  I  be      I 

( Mli<  ee  .i-  they  woi  I 

\l  •  -  i     \    I 

kind  '1  the  i 

used.     It  was  almost  impossible  lent 

for  con 

•  \ erything  worked  •  n<l  the 

i  f  i  <  »r 

w  bom  9  h  most  of  them  had 


...•     ,..     M,V    tl,.,1     -I,  I     '•"<"" 

th, -..i  thi   Po  ■  Ol  ■"'    "'    '•"   v 

wonderful  the  bich  the  cle. 

,,„l   I. \l..i   nil-     and  Hi"  '■  '  ''     , 

Ihi    Baee]  I  »"  """' 

,l..  patohedfi - il">      I' 

ol  i    chief  dutie  ind  deli 

whereal '  "      u  ''-"  '  ' 

office  wi I    infancj  bnl  eftei  ■  I  while 

,     |  -,,|     |,  n  |»,  II.  Hll     Offil 

„„  ,|„.  |,„|,  ,,,  n,„ ,.„,!.. g  the whole of  tl  ' 

bavins  arrived  in  Marseille*  ordi 

tonmve  to  Orieana  and  I  wae  ordered  b    U   Col.  Kllringtoi 

,!„,„  with  at  manj  Pield  A  Po  I  Office    i    I  conld 

denuding  Mai  eill utirely  of  Postal 

i,„„„M..    B.Grahan    I  tor,  Held  Pod  Office*,  in 

Office  amngemem       Tl I" -  ben  much  I 

in   Marseilles. 

The  troops  were  en© *d  outride  Orleana  in  camps  and 

had  01 more  Pield  Poet  Offices"    Themaih 

Pod  Office  in  Orleansand  weresenl  oul  to  and  I  from  I 

Pield  Post  Offices  by  any  conve  rilable.     v  pedinO 

for  one  week     The  cold  was  intense  and 
tents  bul  I  eras  glad  to  say  everyone  bore  n  manfully  and  tl 

eases  of  sickness.     During  this  week  all  th whohadnot  red  warm 

clothing  in  Marseilles  were  suppiied  with  warm  dothu  I  all    uj 

necessary  articles  of  clothing  and  equipment  were  I. 

Base  Post  Office,  as  this  was  our  1  ge  before  pi 

ares     The  majority  of  the  men  had  brought  nmbrel 

lnill;1  „„|  |  h^  thegreatesl  difficnlty  in  getting  them   to  k»v. 

articles  al  the  Base.     I    explained    ...    them    that    ombre; 

„„,  considered  a  part  of  one's  uniform  and  that  it  was  i 

coned  to  carry  or  use  a  umbrella  when  on  service,     [am  sum  I  n- 

eidered  that  [was  very  hard  hearted  and  unreasonable  and  m  epiteof 

all  my  arguments,  orders  and  kit  inspections  I    hamd  lently  that 

„„„,/, lmn  ,m,  umbrella  a  retly  stowed  among  the  kit  and    ae- 

companied  the  men  to  the  Front.     What  1,  1  to  these  umbrellas 

subsequently  I  cannot  say.     Possibly  some  of  them  have  returned  to 

India  with  their  owners  and  are  prised  as  War  re 

Orleans  was  a  dull  place  and  as  I  have  already  mentioned  the  weather 
was  bitterly  cold  and  we  all  were  delighted  to  leave,  especally as  we 
knew  that  the  next  stop  would  be  somewhere  in  the  War •  Zone.  Ue  left 
Orleans  late  one  night  by  a  troop  train  and  after  two  nights  and  a  day  in 
the  train  we  arrived  at  our  destination  Lillers.  a  small  French  country 
town.     At  last  we  were  in  the  War  Zone  but  every  one  was  very  hazy  as 


I 


to  oui  position  .i>  compared  to  I 

prevailed  and  happen 

Howe  nightfall  we  all  found  our>.-lves    n  li.vvs    oom- 

fartabry  billeted  in  the  small  village*  in  the  ncinit      EL  irhich   was 

•  •in   railhead.     Pield   P       0  work  now     commeooed     'n 

Division  Head-quai  i  le  had    •     Post  0 

Mm  amoiu  tad      mail  md  it 

was  uitli  difficulty  it  1  the  Field  ble 

to  disj  tlifir  mails.     Tin  ••-»  •lulu  nlr  \   h..w.-\  ,.r  w 

mails  from  the  railhead  tQ  the  various  Fit'ld  I '<>m  <  i     .        w  .  |iad  vei 
Little  transpo  a  disposal  and  had  to  I 

oonve)  mails  from  the  railhead  to  the  various  Pield  P<  PI 

ontinoed  until  the  beginning  of  thenen  pear  (1915   wh 
we  wm  given  our  own  transpo  r  which  mi  othly. 

We   topped  in  Lillen  for  about  three  weeks  and  on  <  hristrni 
1914,  the  Cavalry  Divinon  m..wd  iind    settled  down    m  villagi  it 

12  milei  from     Lillers.     About   this  time    anotbi  Division 

arrived  from  India  and     I  I    rps  was   formed  and  I  was  appo 

\  isistanl  Director,  Postal  S  I  avalrj  I  and  m  my  head- 

qu  I  tops  heedqu  town.     II- 

1  remained  for  three  months  and  lived  in  more  or  lees  luxurj      I  bad  i 
Vr:  I  biUert  for  my  official  worh  and  nine  mot 

Ion  tils.     With  all  this  transport  at  my  disposal  my  work  * 

atly  simplified.     M        used  to  arrive  dailj   at    Lire  rs  bation 

(railhead)  by  thesupply  tram      Prom  railhead  they  would   be  cod 

l>)    tWi  of   |om«'>   rarli    >.;t    in   <|i  .u,    h 

Pield  Pc  •  Offices  where  they  would  be  dropped  and  po 

and  the  lorries  would  return   bo   railhead   m  the  evening.    This  was  the 

daily  routine  with  slight  variations.    On  tin-  whole  tlm 

smoothly,  the  only  hitch  arising  when  a  Brigade  would   Buddenij 

without   warning  move  to  tome  fresh   bill< 

I  should  here  like  to  mention  the  nam.-  oi  l  iham, 

[nspecton  with  the  Cavalry  Corps.    A    I 

roes  in  all  my  five  j  i        I  eld8ervio      He  sn  d  willii 

to  take  up  any  additional  ww  □  to  bim,and  met  all  In-  dithYulties 

in  a  cheery  manner.     Unfortunately  for  the  Indian  Po     0  |»plied 

for  a  commission  in  tin*  r .ir'i!  .•*  and  loing  I.  n 

gland  came  out  to  Prance  again  s  full    blown   i  lolled 

in  action  nor  long 

u    May,  1915,  I  left  the  Lndiai  <  .r. 
«s  A      tant  Directoi    Posts   8  ok  whose  place  I  took  as 

itent   Director,   h»tal   -        ,-s,  ,,f  the  Ttli  Meerut     DivisiotL      h 
many  ways  I  was  delight  from  the  i  i  ,.    i  i,.»d 

the  monotonous  •  work  I  had  had  for  tl 

lour  months.     M  [uarters    with   tl 


,    :    |  little  Ml! 

I 

ther<  ""-",  '  '  l0e§ 

e  within  a  mileol  the  trench*  and  if 

visitingtbi 

l.t    Billiard  who  wai  in  ch«  ■     I 

3rd  Lahore  Divi  ion  i  lo  e  to  often  n 

0ffiC(  thei  .--"I  I  alwayi  found  bim  to  I  P  •lh*1 

i   to  me. 

h>  addition  to 
to  try  and  make  a  poinl    oi  p  *  T"  :' 

Ba  e  .'t   Boulogne.     I  ww  nevei  more  thai  from  Boulogi 

and  with  a  good  ear  and  g I  road    I  used  1 

2  bo  ittle  tripe  to    Boulogne 

Boulogne  I  was  alwaya  the  guesl  ofCol  Pillrington,  oui     I 
who  waa  alwa  eodingly  land  I 

!        I  to  ivtiirn  to  myduties  much  u  ted.     H 

ing  visiting  the  Base  Posl  Office  which  I  think  I  am  right  in 
a  model  Base  Posl  Offi  Li    Roderick  * 

used  to  gel  through  quite  a  lot  of  useful  work  dui  '" 

Boulogne    En  July  we  were  honoured  by  a  visit  froi    -     R  '• 

Director-General,  Posta  and  Telegraphs,  who 
on  leave.     He  visited  the  Base  Posl  On 

few  daya  in  the  War  area  going  round  and  risil  1'  -  :  »'"«* 

Offices. 

I  spent  practically  the  whole  of  the  lummcr  of    1915  in  I 
it  was  a  very  happy  rammer  in  many  *  I 

of  a  farm.     It  was  a  miserable  room  but  the  wn    were 

very  kind  and  did  their  bed  to  make  ble.     I  should  here 

like  to  mention  that  during  the  whole  of  my  fourteen  months  m  I 
although  1  and  my  post  offices  were  billet 

and  towns  in  the  north  of  Franc-  I  hadn't  a  sing  ndrindi 

incivility  from  the  owners  of  the  billet.     On  the  contrary  I  alwaya  foil 
the  French  people  in  these  small  vii    [  obliging  and  ready  to  help 

and  make  on.  aa  comfortable  aa  possible.    The  Indian    P<  K  ™* 

clerks  got  on  particularly  well  with  the  people  they  were  billeted  with 
which  was  rarprising  when  one  considera  that  they  could  not  speak  each 
ethers  languages.     I  shall  never  forgel  a  little  scene  I  on  I  had 

been  h  untingall  one  afternoon  for  a  certain  Field  Poet  Office  of  mine  and 
after  great  difficulty  found  the  village  in  which  it  was  located  and  after 
making  enquiries  was  pointed  out  a  tiny  cottage  back  from  the  roe 
which  Iwaa  informed  that  the  Field  Post  Office  was  located.  By  this  time 
it  was  late  and  dark  and  aa  I  walked  up  to  the  cottage  I  saw  into  the  cot- 
tage through  the  open  door.  No  one  heard  me  coming  and  *o 
1  topped  and  looked  in  and  there  I  saw  the  Field  Postmaster  sitting  iQ 


front  of  the  fire  a ith  old  wizened  Prent  b 

side  and  a  jroung  child  on  the  othei      It  ppy   little  fai 

and    1     was    really    almoei     loath    I  .      thera.     I 

ii.)\s  remember  the  name  of  tin-  I  but  I  remember  that 

□  with  three  or  more  ribb  hi* 

chest.     He  was  an  old  man  in  th<  »«l  had  -••••!i  much  Field  8 

hut  he  often  told  me  thai  tin-  waa  the  Last  Pield  :  he  would 

Although  he  stood  it  ou1  bravely  I  could  see  that  the  cold  and  the  { 
discomfort  of  life  in  Prance  thousands  oi  milee  i  om  fn<  home 

t «*1 1 1 1 1 lt  on  him. 

nIv  all  the  PieW  Postal  of  the  1  7th  I 

men  who  had  grown  prey  in  the  Department  and  had  been  oi 

e  than  one  Pield  I  md  a  finer  class  «>f  men  I  d<  n  t  want  I 

They  were  tin'  pi<  h  oi  the  Indian 
them  the  u.iv  they  stuck  t<»  their  work  without  a  mu 

Th.  I  whom  [would] 

to  mention  and  he  in  Suhedar  A>aha   Im-l:  who    at   tin-  time    w..-      I 

Pield  Poet  t  n:       N  iched  to  the  Bareill}    B 

This  Pield  Postmaster  went  out  to  Prance  with  the  first  batch  of  volun- 
and  as  far  as  I  recollect  ws  ■••   Bareilly  Brigade  during 

the  whole  of  the  Ifi  months  he  was  in  Fi  9  ( 

Offi<  iched  to  the  Brigades  did  oot  move  with  the  Bi  gade  when  it 

unit    into    the   trenches    but  remained  behind  ome  suitable  place 

generally  "refilling  |><>mt "  where  the  Brigade  used  to  draw  tion  and 

at  the  same  time  would  draw  their  mails.    The  Bare       Brigade,  h< 
always  mad.-  their  Pield   Post  Office  accompany    the     Brigade     H 
Quarter!  wherever  it  moved.     A    Bi  gade  Head  Q  usually  oot 

•nun  the  trenches  and  consequently  under  Bhell fire, the  Pield   I 
Office  had  always  a  rather  risky  time  of  it  when  the  Brigade  was  in  the 
uhes.       SubedarAsahn  Beg  was  howevi  ran  and  although 

he  must  at  times  have  felt  ven  nervy  he  weni  through  it  all  with  a  bi 
front  and  whenever  I  visited  his  office  he  al  with  a  <!• 

smile  and  regaled  me  with  the  I  nt   bombardn 

Tins  Pield  Postmaster  left  I  with  me  when  tin-  7?h  Division 

opotamia  and  was  with  me  < I u r i n lt  the  the  Kit  relief 

operati  ter  which  he  returned  to  India    but  I  ned  me 

when  I  went  to  Baluchistan  as  Assistant  l»  5  ,  in  the 

l1.*]'.*.     lit-  iraj  i  fine  type  of  man.  hard  worl  d  alws 

popular  with  the  nthrers    and  men  i>f  the  formation  to  which    he    was 
tched. 

There  were  others  of  i  similar  -tamp  whom  I    rould  lik- 
cularly  mention  but  it  would  I  i  much 

In  July  I  went  on  i  week's  leave  to  Ki  ji.md.    Thi 
dose  of  leave  I  had  had  since  comii  <>rt  leaves  were 

one  oi  the  brightest  spot  I '  I  ■  •  hort 


but    ■•  i 

return  omething  tolook  b*  - 

mw  h  i 
On  d ...  return  from  leave  in  Jul)   \A    Bullard    who  did 
during  mj   ab  Unhappilj     b 

[ned  to  90  on 
leparture  be  ww  killed  b  I 

duri  d  on  the  I  I  Aug 

oi  In    Field  Po  I  Oil 
started  for  this  poinl  but  b  0  ' 

thai  thej  were  shelling  I 
i,lM -i,  uiii,Miit  seeing  Lt.  Bullard  who apparentl 3  • 
afterwardi  and,  instead  oi  turning  back,  he  stopped  in  h 
hundred  pard*  short  of  Croi     B  md,  while  waiting  tin 

a  ,),,,.,.,  |llt  nll  the  carkilling  both  U   Bullard  and  the  di 
Xbiahappened  in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternooi 
1Iltn  Merville   (Indian    Corpi    Hea  I    Q  1  ■  ■••       and  I  1 
menfe  for  hu  funeral.     Hie  funeral  took  pi 
Pilkington  came  down  from  Bouli  f  the    ,/|-'1'i 

Office  atafl  as  could  Leave  theirduties  attended.     L1    B 
kindly  diapoeition  and  Eeal  in  tl 

bimaeli  to  bia  oomradea  in  the  Indian  Corps  and  his  popularil 
tu.,1  to  by  the  fad  thai  officers  from  all  «•■  '  -,M    ■ 

funeral.  No  one  in  the  Corps,  I  feel  rare,  felt  Lt.  Bullai  aly 

than  myself.    Although  we  were  attached  todii  farmata 

a  point  oi  meeting  each  other  practically 
tragic  death  caused  a  great  blank  in  my    life.     As    no  « 
Director,  Postal  Services,  was  spare  al  the  til  POkingf 

whether  1  would  be  able  to  take  up  Lt.  Bullard's  dutie 

my  own.    Of  course  I  agi 1  todo  my  bed  and  coj 

my  head  quarters  from  the  7th  Division  to  Corps    Head    Quarters 
where  1  controlled  the  Field  Post  Office  work  oi  both  the 
Divisions.    Shortly  after  this   a  Britiah  DLviaion  (1  «* 

to  the  Indian  Corps  and  at  the  request  of  the  Director.  Postal  - 
British  Post  Offices,  the  post  offio  bed  to  this  Division  were 

thrust  on  me.    This  made  in  all  three  Division*  to  lock  after  which 
rather  a  stiff  job.    I  had  no  aaaistanl  D  rector,  Postal  Services,  to 
me  and  the  Field  Post  Offices  (particularly  those  of  the    10th    British 
Division    which  had  only  just  landed  in  France)  required  a  great  deal 
of  supervision,  as  heavy  fighting  was  going  on  and  troop,  wen         -*ant- 
lv  on  the  move  from  one  place  to  another  and  it  was    at     tan 
difficult  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  the  Field  Post  Offices.     However,  I 
had  aood  staff  in  all  mv  Field  Post  Offices  and.  althoug  mes  every- 

thing seemed    to  go  wrong,  matters  progressed  very  smoothly.     I  was 

very  fortunate  in  having  a  Bterling  g I  officer  as  Inspector  of  Field 

Offices  in  the  3rd    Divisw  n  1  y  name    Lt.  R.  W.  S\  ear.      He  came  out 


h  Lt.  Bullard  at  it,' 
with  the  3rd  I > i ^  ision  evei  rim  ••  land  og  in  I  \ 

youth  I   never  irant  to  imt'l       \Vh«*n  thn  'their  hlacke  I    L( 

Spear  wan  at  In-  I  wuuld  often  meet  bin)  in  tl 

bud  day's  work  going  aroond  with  mails  to  the  1  Field] 

I  in  in ii« i  01  'lu-t  and  m  igh  with  the 

cold,  but  be  wai  nei  •  perturbed  and  i  t}i  ■ 

men}   smile.    ThU    ofl  I  nued  nil  good  irorl     •    M  unia 

and  I  am  glad  to  M)  srai  promoted  to  the  rani  oi   \  D 

Postal  >  >  iK>ri}ii«-ytlv  In*  wai  promoted  I 

ship. 

In    Nov<  ml  ,-,-,  [916   I  agaii  \  .  0n 

my  return  to  Prance  wai  surprised  to  beat  thai  the  l  I  It  - 

leai  ing  Pi  Although  our  d<  ion  wai  not 

finite        •■•wn.it  wai  Burmised  thai  we  were  due  foi   Mesopotamia.     I 

onallv  r\    sad   .it    the   idt'a  nf  h-a\  :         !  I    fell    that    all 

the  other  campaigns  wen*  «>nlv  >idi— dn»w  injured 

in  I'  M     Pield  Post  <  >r  bowevei  delighted 

idea  oi  getting  out  oi  I  Many,  I  know,  thought  and  boped  thai 

they  were  going  back  to  India,  but  in  any  ease  they    kneu  if  w 

warmer  clime  and  thai  they  would  not  fa  >thei  winter  hi 

eturned  from  leave  in  the  middle  «»f  November  and  from    then 
until  November  27th  I    wai   wj  busi  as  units  were  living  daily  f,,r 
the  south  and  their  maili  bad  to  be  disposed  oi  which  naturalh 
some   oonfusion<    On  November  27th,     I  left  the  [n  Head 

Quartere  after  banding  over  cl  Li    King  who  had   arrived  from 

th«- r,  ii  |  toulogne  late  in  the  evening  of  thi   27th,   I 

informed  by  OoL  Pilkington,  I  tire  toi  -  that  1    ■ 

«t  in. .mini:  f«»r  Mar-.'ilN's  unh  a  draft  ol  --  men     B 
i        Office  men)  who  were  to  go  with  me  to  the  unknowi  destination 

and  join  thr  Has.-  th.-iv.      \\ 

men    Base  Posl    Offia   men)  who  wen  o  with  me  to  the   unknown 

I  join  tl  w  ed  in  M.  neilta  on  the  30th 

November  and  were  mel  there  b     Li    w  I  Field 

b  Office  No.  20;  who  hi  Uy  made  entsforallmy 

men.  The  men  went  into  camp  some  miles  oul  eill«>  and  I  rvmai 

in  Mareeill*  I  with  the  7th  Division  II- 

h  Rfarseilh  reek  and  during  this  time  j  the 

7th  Division  with  their  Pield  Po  I  I  ,,:  I  I 

J]  embarke  1  on  the  B.8.  "  Iven  I  mean  the 

men  from  the  Base  Posl  I  >ffii  -•  and  the  Pield  ;        I  the 

7th  Division  with  the  Enspi  I         P        l  ,-d 

aed  behind  with  Li    Taylor  b  ic  on  with  th< 

Division. 
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The     I   'i ''  '  •'•  ith  plenf  y  of  accommodai 

l.ut    nil  we  were    •'     crowded  and  if  took  some  tim<         ettle  do 

However  In  .<    borl  time  \v««  .ill  l">'  m«»r«-  or  i  th-d  down  in  variotu 

pari    of  the    hip  and  the  good  imed  out  <  ••ill*--  harhonr 

on  i  be  7i  li  I  lecembei 

( in  t  be  \<»\  age  to  Poi I  Said  we  heard  f  bal 
VIi  opotamia  direct  bul  would  stop    omewhere  on  th< 
refit.     However  j&n  arrival  al    Alexandria  the  06        I    mmanding  Tr< 
gol  .hi  order  I  bal  the  boal  wai  to  pro*  eed  d 

It  was  a  greal  disappointment  to  mai  one  bad  had  hard  work 

for  the  last  15  months  and  the  troop*  in  particular  had  been  fighting  aln 
continuously    during  this  period  and  one  fell  th<         ated  a 

which  from  all  account*  was  a  thing  they  would  not  get  in  Ife  tnia. 

We  only  Btopped  In  Alexandria  for  a  few  hour-  and  then  steamed  for  I 
Said  and  it  was  a  great  relief  to  i  >ne,  particularly  the  Captain  of  the 

boat,  when  we  were  safely  at  anchor  in  Port  3    d  harbour.   The  M< 
terranean   at    this  time    was    infested    with  subnu  a  had  to 

travel  with  the  greatest  caution  all  the  way  from  Marseilles.     I  might 
here  add  that  the  8.S.  "Ivernia"  was  submarined  on  the  returned  joui 
to  France  after  dropping  us  at  Kuweit.     We  stopped  in  I' 
days  and  we  all  went  ashore  and  stretched  our  legs.     In  P  I  I  met 

Lt. -Col.  Hughes,  Director.  Postal  Sen  <  the  Egyptian  V  We 

left  Port  Said  on  the  loth  December,  and  at  Suez  took  on  board  some 
fresh  troops  (2nd  Rajputs),  and  also  exchanged  mails.  We  left  Suez  on 
the  17th  and  from  that  date  till  th**  29th,  the  <\av  we  arrived  at  Koweit. 
we  stopped  nowhere.      Christmas  1915  v.  rit  on  hoard  and  a  i 

enjoyable  day  it  was.    At  Koweit  we  trai  I  to  the  S.S.  "  Tl      _ 

which  came  along.  The  "Thongwa  ??  was  a  tiny  hoar  as  compared  to  the 
"Ivernia"  but  somehow  or  other  we  all  managed  to  squash  on  hoard.  We 
left  Koweit  at  daybreak  on  the  31st  December  and  arrived  in  Basi 
break  of  the  1st  January.  1916.  At  Basra  we  disembarked  and  I  with  the 
Post  Office  staff  with  me  reported  my  arrival  to  Captain  C.  J.  E.  Clerici. 
Director,  Postal  Services,  Mesopotamia  Expeditionary  Force. 

E.  B.  THOMPSON. 
26th  April  1921. 


s 


I  HAPTER     \ . 
BGYF1 

I  be  I  Mt.cui   Report  of  I  I  -<  k>l    S    I 
Sinclair,  \l  B-E*  Director  <»t  Postal  Services 
Egyptian  Expeditionary  Force 

/     //  h  of  // 

AJLIN(  I    bom    linml»a\       111     tlif     rail  [91  | 

I  •  and  F  met     •    Su<        where    l>"th   disembarked    al 


■i  fortnight  later  much  to   the    surpi  the  lattei     originally 

intended  as  reinfon  em< 

Majoi    \    J    Hughes,  who  was  in  cl  i       ■    K.  had   Mtiled  a 

month  earlier  with  [ndian  Field   Po       Offii  which  1  illy 

Opened  at  Iwmailia  in  November,  1914  [ndian  1  •  i 

inn  on  the  border  of  Lake  Timsah.     He  then  left 

the  arrival  <»f  t  1 1 •  -  tvM  ..|  I-',,!,  .•  |-;.    which   compristMl  nno    \  •  •   I  » 

nr,  Lieut.  8    I     Sinclair ; three  1  VI<  P.   I!    Lalkaka,    \ 

Qillespie  and  N    Smith,  a  l'..i  ••  |N»>tii  -  -     Ji  and 

t lir.-.-    Indian    Field    Pc>  I    I  Mlirrs. 

Fon  ••  F  was  under  the  command  o     I          n  C  II    McMinn  and 

xmsisted  of  two    \      tant     Dii             Lieut      R    \\  N    3croggi<    and 

K.  I  toran  ;  four  [nape                       K    I     Sen    E    8  ith,   l.    \ 

ind  Zakar  Ali     a                  i  ma-t.-r.    Mr.  .1     I'  •  ■.•    Field 
Others. 

The  sudden  declaration  of  W  I  .  the    \ 

•   the  mercy  of  the  Turk-,  who  n  pidly  ad\ 

sinai    I  >.'>crt   tnr    an    attai  k  fi  |'},r    tin  • 

irrival  <»l    I  1th  ami   10th   I  » 

heir  plans,  as  the  def<  iken  in  hand  and 

[ndian  troops  located  along  it-  banks  and  thn  ugho  it  !•_•.  pt. 

The  Field  Post  <  Ml  !l             [uently 

Mpened  out  at  all  the  principal  point*  alo                           al  fron    8 

0  Port  Said              I   I '     I    rewfick,  S  I     issoum, 

lia,  El   i                   tare  and  m  the  prii 

,n\\  ns  ; 


I.nim.w  Field  Posi  Offh  i.  ai   K  am  aha. 


Galltpoli 
Campaign. 


The  two  Bases  worked  separately  under  instructions  from  India*, 
until  they  were  finally  amalgamated  on  17th  April,  1915,  when  it  was 
decided  that  Force  E  would  take  over  the  1  Sana]  I  tefeni 

In  addition  to  Indian,  large  bodies  of  British  and  Australian  troopd 
had  been  concentrated  along  the  banks  of  the  8uei  Canal.     As  the 
had  no  Field  Post  Office  to  serve  them,  the  Indian   Field    P<>-t   Oilice 
undertook  this  task.      :  At  one  time",  as    recorded  by  Major  Hughes  in 
his  Annual  Report  for  1915-16,  "we  were  Berving  twice  as  many  Bi 
and  Australian  units  as  we  were  our  own." 

The  great  Turkish  attack  on  the  Canal  took  place  on  3rd  February 
1915,  in  full  view  of  most  of  the  Indian  Field  Post  Offices  along  its 
banks  ;  but  in  spite  of  the  dangers  of  bursting  shell*  and  stray  bullet? 
the  staff  enjoyed  the  novelty  of  the  experience  and  never  flinched  in 
their  duties.  An  uninterrupted  mail  service  by  rail  and  launch  was  main- 
tained  throughout   operations. 

The  Turks  having  completely  failed  to  cross  the  Suez  Cana. 
at  any  point,  rapidly  retreated  across  the  Sinai  Desert  to  theii 
own  lines  where  they  dug  themselves  in.  Egypt  thus  became  fairly 
secure  from  the  Eastern  side.  On  the  other  hand,  matters  were  not 
bright  in  Mesopotamia  where  help  was  required.  On  the  21st  March, 
1915,  the  30th  Indian  Brigade  sailed  from  Suez  to  join  Force  D  with  the 
necessary  postal  complement  under  M.  Zakar  Ali.  Inspector.  Field  Post 
Offices. 

It  had  been  decided  early  in  1915  to  force  the  Dardanelles  and  capture 
Constantinople  owing  to  the  dissipation  of  the  Turkish  Forces  in  fai 
distant   portions   of   their  Empire.     Large   contingents   of   British   and 
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\       Lilian  troops  h.t'l  all 

it  was  not  rill  21st  April  191  h  lian    h 

andei   B  I  •    \ 

Gallipoli.    [ndian  Field  I  Bee    3 1  inied    * 

tftei  I  thrilling  felv  la] 

.  B       ■'.  ith  Lieut     I  llespie   lnsp<  i  I       I-  ield  P< 

in  ch  Thia  office  v.  ded  bj 

rnrkiah  artillery,  which    mistook  the  |  the 

-i-»ri.tl  ( reneral  ' 

In  order  to  provide  foi  the  probable  expansion  of  the  Indi      I      tin- 
gent  with  the  Gallipoli  Army,  it  appear* 

\      beme  w 
i      i  I  [ughes  undej  ordei     bom  I  feneral  Headquai  I 
ind  approved  by  the  D  ineral,  Posl     [i  I  i     Major*     II    McMinn 

placed  in  charge  of  the  nen  •    which  had  ita  Base  I 

H    Uexandria.     [ndian  Field  Poet  0  A.I ;. 

•  and  Cape  HeUes,  and  a  Sorting  Office  on  th<   I  of  Mu 

Transp  om   Alexandria  I      Ifudro      w  hei 

itt.-i   being  sorted  out    the 

mder    co> er   «>f   darli  i  i      cs  on  tin* 

Peninsula.      Tin-    j<>l>    was    a    m«»t   <l.r 

|oating  mines,  the  German  gunners  kept  the  points  of  landing  under 
ntense  artillery  tin*  f>\  'l.i\  and  night.     The  terrible  dangers  and  diflicul- 

acountered  and  cheerfully  endured  l»v  the  gallant  I  '  hand 

hi  Galli|X)li  cannot    I"  one  i  on  being  to 

*tli<  .H  \  of  the  fire  of  the  Turkish  snip]  holding  an  envelope  on  a 

flick  ovei         och  and  having  it   (the  envelope)  shot  Hue  usually 

aused  much  amusement  and  gg\  e  i  i  I  be  st 

levertheless,  gladly  welcomed  the  news  <>f  the  decision  to  abandon  the 
'eninsula  in  the  Spring  of  19 1 

\ ■••  r  the  evacnat ion  three  End 
n  Balonika  and  it-  vicinity  ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  establishment  under 
i         i     II    McMinn  sailed  tn  mass*  for  M  imia  t<»  form  the  |»< 

tion  required  by  the  13tfa  British  Division,  which  bad  just  left 
:\  l>t  for  that  theatre  of  War.    M  -  I  J)^ll 

•mpanied   Major  McMinn  as    I 
Lbont  the  middle  «>f  1915,  the  Turk-  made    i  dee] 
Ntpture  Aden  where  ■  weak  mixed  l: 

urgentlj  called  f<>r  from  Infantry 

ile  under  lirigade-CJeneral  v ,i  I  ^husband  left    hurriedly 

'ii  27th  July  1915  f<>r  the 

1 '  •        to  the  r<  ostal  si  ••  impot 

d   i  Field  Post  I  >ffi<  ••  * nli  the  Bi  _•    le      rwo  rapen  isii 
«ieut     S    I      Sim-lair.  •    I  »  .-.  i    Mi     K    Smith.    I 

I  to  pn  Aden  as 


• 


Pvls|\<;      HI' 
Si  \  i  981 


Till 


,,,,,  the  miliUr,  mail    until  mch  time  si  the         Field    1        ■■       ■ 

wiredforf liaarrived      ^ Field  Postal 

,    , le.     \  Ba  t  Po  '  Office  n    o| 

posl  Office  an, I  h  te.  Ind        t  '    <  '        ' 

.,    \,|,„  Bteamei   Point     Bheikh  Othi  ""!•    Mail* 

,,l  betweei tlying  field  Pi      0  id th«  B 

Bnd  lorry  provided  bj  the  ^n 

II,,.  (-    ,,    (     ,■.,„■     -I  ii'>n  with  'I"'  l"'"''': 

in  a  letter  ol    approb, to  th.    \      tanl  Di. 

toEgypI  ..i  theendof  Auguat,  1915, on  thi         r..l  ..f  tin    I 
i,,  the  Po  tmastei  General    Bomb* 

Stirred  up  by  Gen i  I  'I'm 

Buddenl,  revolted  and  ed  the  B.  ','"\         r™ 

Frontier  of  Egypt.     A  mixed  expediti imposed  of  British       ■    ralia* 

and  Indian  troops  waa  in liately  despatched  I  An  I. 

Field  Posl  Office  accompanied  the  Indian  I  nil 

Salt  of  TripoU  where  iTopened  -   D  "; 

rihaaedbyu red  cars  took  to  flighl 

whenthemain  body  of  the  operating  R  »  withdrawn.     II.- 

0f  the  Western  Deeerl  tracks,  how,  onto id  throughout  th. 

„[  \\;1r. I  [ndianField  Post  Offices  had  to  on  the 

the  Sahara  with  Indian  Units  for  a  long  tu 


The  P.  M.  G.'s 

VISIT. 


Mails  being  conveyed  ox  Camel  across  the  Sahara  Desert. 

In  December.  1915,  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  G.  R  Clarke.  Director-General, 
Posts  and  Telegraphs  (then  Postmaster-General  Punjab)  to  whom  Force* 


E         I  1  a  short  visit  he 

I'"  the  iv., .  I       efl  which  w 

1916     1917. 

1"    February,  1916    I  0  •  kbliahm<  _A1    , 

nved  mi  tl  L'anal.    Colonel  P   Warren, 

C.M.I      C.B  I.     1 1  I  ipon  appointed  1 1 

tached.1  rptian    I 
this,  Australian  Postal  1  nit*  fa  the  Ind 

1  •      P;  !         work  voluntaril 

Australian  and    Nei    Zealand  troope    postally     Prom    m 
the    Indian    Field    Postal    Ben  i<  |  to  the  B 

Aim}  idniinisi  |.iu|.., 

I  he    Arm}     Post    <  tffice    immediately    tool 

•m  Indian  Field  I'  duall}  •  m 

'"•"i  th<    \   rthern  to  the  Bouthei  3  with  Ind 

u,,n  v  the  <  ;(..■  she 

up  •       I    •     and    Abu    Zemii  guard 

from  the  bordei  At     tl 

Indian  troope  gradually  1 1 
despatched  to   lf<  •,    the 

threatened    dangei    from    Arabia  having  I-  <l  owii 

to  the  withdrawal  of  Turkish  to  the  8        1 1 

ilaughta  «.t  Australian  and  British  troops  had  driven  them  out  oi  th< 
prepan  I  position    it  Romani  and  I.    ii  ah. 

The  number  oi   Indian  Field   I  equently  sanii  v< 

lou  by  October,  1917.     Out  ol  a  total  of  16  offii  • 

Field  Post  0 
the    beginning  -  Hughes,  Deputy  D 

i  I  T  t  !■  N 

Rxpeditionar    For*  e  devolved  on  Capta  I     - 

the  end  of  ti  • 
tnr (  anaJ  bandoned  and  ,,■ 

ensive  campaign  had  I n  planned.     Ind  . i 

uj>  to  the  front  In  i  Railhead  0 

I  later  pushed  on  1  ih,  whi 

f,%11  not    lo  .iii.I    [rid  an    postal  1  to  tl 

The  number  of  Field  \;    awhile 

d  to  obtain  from  I  litional  I 

ifl  in  vi  be  milit  I  nation,  \\  b 

P(  P 


Three  Indian  Field  Part  1  MBi  •     former! 
operating  in  tin-  I). ml. m. -II.  md    pi. 

undei    Fon         E  •    when   llajoi    M«  Minn      Force  l«-ft   for  M- 
In  October,  1**1'*   I  wm  <»|  th <•-;••  ollin-.  <  l<.  . /i  and  only  01       I 

Field  Post  01        <  ■   remained  I  the  Indian  1  •   •       I 

M.ul    were  forwarded  from   I.  bout  1 

nut  ,it  the  Indian  Field  Po  I  «  m;  which  then 

them  m  labelled  bundlei  to  the  British  ft 

t  i.ui  mi    ion  to  unit  -  in  t  he  field.     Mai  If  from  H 
mii  every  available  t  ransporl  to  the  Indii  I  i        and  Ind 

Field  Posl  Office  16,  Alexandria,  thence  to  tin-  fiel  I   Ii 
.Mails  for   Europe  were  disposed  ol  direcl  from  Saloni< 


Indian   Field   Post   Office    16,    Alexandria. 


Officers  Commanding  units  at  the  Front  applied  to  tin-  h 

in  charge  (Lieut.  A.  Gillespie)  whenever  they  desired  Money  Order  work 
to  be  performed,  and  an  official  from  the  Indian  Field  Post  Office  visited 
the  various  camps  for  the  purpose. 

Salonica  rendered  its  accounts  in   English  currency,  (after  convei 
from  the  Greek),  to  the  Indian  Base  Post  Office.  Egyptian  Expeditionary 
Force.     The  latter  then  converted  them  into  Egyptian  and    Indian  cur- 
rency before  incorporation  in  its  own  accounts. 

The  Postal  arrangements  at  Salonica  remained  under  the  control 
of  the  Egyptian  Expeditionary  Force  up  to  11th  November.  1918,  when 
the  increasing  flow  of  fresh  Indian  units  necessitated  a  more  direct  ad- 
ministration. The  Force  was  therefore  made  a  separate  organisation 
and  placed  under  the  control  of  an  Assistant  Director,  Lieut.  A.  Gillespie. 
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The  Saloni<  i  Base  P        i  [uenth 

iin.l  id.    I  •  know ii  .i>  the  Ann  I 

( Mi-  ■  ..ML'  the     I"- 1  phi  n  I  ik,  Kilo 

B  I'Miim    A-!.:  bchi     Boyu    i  D  rid  the  Head  |uai  • 

the   Assistant  D  titinoph       U 

ui  Indian  unit*  and  foi  I  he 
came  undei   I  be  i  ont  rol  ol  the   I  in    E 

ber  1919  and  I 

which  • 
were  re-introd  •  d    I  • ,  .•     1 1    • 


91 


■ 


\i  in\    p     l  (  Iftices  deserted  the  South*       I 

pa  lei    for  Palestine      Indian  Field  P<  illy 

the  various  small  detachment  ralian,  Indian  and  I 

units  left  behind  in  thif   9  B     the  middle    ol  the 

remaining  troope  were  p  rom  the  9 

concent  rated  on  tin-  boi  I 

the  •  Indian  Field  the  Canal  t.»  the  I  line 

n    Palest  ine      The   Railhead   <  >fti<  e     bifted    froi      I »  •  ■■  •     Be 
3neid  .m<l  thence  onwards  to  Ludd  as  soon  ilem,     J 

ho  Ml  nr  hand         \  ndian    Field  P<      0 

were  immediate!)  I 


Thk  '  I  • 

Mai  i 


Tip  (  •  in. in  i  I  tamme  in  April    191 

shadow  (in  the  military    ituation  in  Pali  lable  British  torn 

t ion    I-  o  Pram  e  and  a  plan  de\ eloped  to  replace 

t Ikmii  I,'    in  i i.i i j  t roop    from  Pram  e    M  I    lia. 

The  7id   (Meerut)   Division   arrived   fron     Mi   opotamia   before  the 
end  <»i  the  official  year  with  it    complement  of  foui   I  Field   I' 

Offices  and  one  Inspector  (Mi    \\  bi1  bad  been  taken  to  oh 

po  bal  reinforcement*  From  India  t<»  tneel  the  ini  :  influi  of   [ndian 

t roops  From  all  dired \< u 

I'm  taJ  m.itt.  i  e  now  ( > •  •  i r i _'  organised  for  .i  li  I   ard 

campaign  in  tin-  Judean  Hill-  where  the  enei  ed. 

Life  iii  the  li«»t.  unhealthy  and  dusty  plain         Palestine 
monotonous.     Out-dooi  spo  pecially  football  cket.  in  which 

everyone,   British  and  Indian,  joined  enthusiastically  fi  aly 

recreation  and  relief  from  tli<'  lethargic  condition        I  I  to  the  I' 

Comforts   Fund   for  supplying  the  nee*  mplem< 

line   lie  recorded.       Few,  howeVi  ip«-d   ;i    "   I'.i  th\  lli«-  ln*ad  "  (or  loss  of 

memory):  one  [nspector,  for  instance,  nearly  <  i  military  t «*1«- j *}j < 

operator  i<>  have  a  fainting  lit  by  booking  ;i  call  on  Jubbulpore  instead 
of  Jerusalem  ! 

1918     1919. 

Postai  Early  in  April  the  4th  and  5th  [ndian  I        Iry  Divisions 

J)kvklopments.    f,.()ln   Brance  with  Captain  J.  H.  E.  Cook  in  <■}..  the  postal  si 

which  accompanied  it.    The  stall'  was  composed  of    four  [nspei 
Messrs.  H.  R.  H.  Bull,  K.  B.  Murphy,  L.  G,  Pigg  tl  and  H.  If.  Newton  : 

36  Field  Postmasters  and  clerks;  31  packers  and  1  1  Field  !'• 

Not  long  after  the  3rd  (Lahore)  Division  reached  this  country 
brought  with  it  from  Mesopotamia  one  Assistant  Director,  Lieut.  '  .  W. 
Taylor,  one  Inspector,  Mr.  O.Willie,  and  four  Field   Post   Offices  with 
necessary  staff  and  equipment. 

The  number  of  newly   raised    battalion-,   which  from    Indi 

and  Mesopotamia  to  Egypt  also  grew,  so  that  the  essential  char; 
the  Egyptian  Expeditionary   Font'  gradually  changed  from  British  to 
Indian.     Former  British   Brigades   were  reformed  on  a   basis   of  three 
Indian  regiments  to  one  British. 

Under  arrangements  with   Colonel  Warren.  Director.  Army  Pi 
Services,  a  combined  Field  Post  Office  system  had  been  agreed  upon. 
Under  it  two  Field  Post  Offices,  a  British  and  an  Indian  consisting  of 

two  men  each,  were  attached  to  each  Brigade  and  worked  side  by  side 
the   British   serving   British    units    and   the   latter   Indian.     Divisional 
Headquarters  were  provided   with   British   or  Indian   Divisional   Field 
Post  Offices  according  to  the  Staff  being  on  the  British  or  Indian  E>tab- 
lishment.     The    scheme    presented    many    advantages :    but    the    rhief 
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•    which  at  t!  from  the  I 

•  oi  vie*  was  a  pn  problem  o* 

"'  India  ....  icoounl  of  urgent     demand*  foi  n  b  other  Pield 


v  Brig  idi  Field  Posi  Office, 


a    DIVISION  \i.   Pi]  i       Posi    i  i 


The  Indian  Kiehl  V    t  0 

hilt. 


iff'/l 


20th  <  orp 

\  <   ■  ■  ■  Vlounl 
ed  Corp 


21s1  Corps 


Oth  <ln  I.    D 
53rd  (Wi    h    I1 
60th  (i,  Dvn 

lid  Cavalrj  Dvn. 

')\  h   (  ;i\  ;ilr.     I  » 

20th  In. I    Ini     Bde. 

■I 
f3rd  (Indian)  Dvn. 
<{  Ttli  (Indian)  Dvn 


■     ;  I     :         P.  P.  0 

I  Indian  P   P  1 1 
with  3  Indian  P.  I*  0 

th  8  Ind    i    l-    P.  0 

I       :       B  P.   P.  0 

with  l  Indian  P   P  0 

with  I  Indian  P  P  '» 
with  I  Indian  P  P  0 
th  3  Indian  P  P.  0 


•I,  (Kim  I,,  |)vu. 

Ml  t  he  •■  27  I  adian  Pield  Poa    <  M'  line. 

During  the  operations    oi  which  culmi- 

nated in  t  he  cm  ire   annihilal  ion    <>f  tli»-    I  l  p 

almost  .ill  t  hese  Indian  Field  Post  <  >ffi<  i 

their     respective     formations,    discarding     the  .ml   living 

emergency  rations  only. 


Front  line  Field  Post  Office  about  to  move  off  with  Bkiga 

Great  praise  and  credit  is  due  to  the  whole  of  the  Indian  personnel 
attached  to  these  offices  for  their  untiring  zeal  and  unflinching  endurance 
of  hardship-.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Staff  attached  to 
the  7th  Indian  Division  and  4th  and  5th  Cavalry  Divisions,  which  pus 
on  as  far  as  Aleppo  and  Alexandretta  covering  about  500  rnflefl  between 
September   19th — October  26th. 


II'     bead  (  nh. e  at   Ludd,  \\ln<  b  I  be  point  oi  u 

all  in<  oming  Bnd  outgoii  I  had  l> 

enlarged.     This  office  f  the  whole  postal  situation  ah* 

remained    undei    i be  and  n  <»f  tin-   I  • 

roughoul  opei 
ntained  between  Railhead  and  Pield   I*       0  the  march  in 

the  difficult 
i      dh   ad 


Vn  l :  •  ■  0  i . 

[i   addition  to  the  two  I  T. 

dealt  with  mails  fi  [ndia,  18  [ndian  Field  P       I  I 

on  the  Li]  I  pt. 

The    P  adminisl  the  1  i 

-•'I  on  -  i     - 

i    Hug]  mber  19  I 

n  of  ,; 

and   India  it   incuml  the 

§ervi<  e  on  a  Bound  and  pra<  i  i    \\    k   i 

therefore,  pi*  ed  [ndian  p 

Corps,  Lieut.  P   P   W  the  21  t<  «     w     I 

bose  in  Eg3  pt  and  on  th<  I 

V    I  ■■■•■■  ■  ed  to  the  Headq  id    D 

made  responsible  for  the  ind  othi  bin  the 

Dh  ision.    He     -  under  the  control  of  t  h<    \ 
tive  <  orpe.    The  I  I  I. 

• '  .     \ 

I » 


I  on  equenl  on  the  n  admin 

.i.|\  .Ma  e  intu  Noi  i  L.-i  n   I  '.ih-i  in-  U  4 

I        a<  I. in    djx  Headcj  Ludd  and  put  himself 

id  c|i  * li  (  nloiiol  P.  Warrei     I  i  '••  ■      I' 

who  communicated  from  General  II-  lemallim] 

and  ad  ion  nrai  then  ba 
>n  for  Indian  troops.    Thi   central  location  abled  the  1 1 

I  >ire<  toi     frequent  ly  to  i  i  it     Indian     Field 

.■.in  uli    .inn  mi  i  net    \       tan  t  Din  I         ipei  *  rol 

Inspectoi     and   Indian   Field   Po  I   Office      during  the  critical  ■  of 

operal  ioni   li  ben  t  he   \    iatanl  I  >r  inable  I  t  D 

from  t  beii  Corp    I  leadquai  I 

The  administrative  machine  worh  d  efficiently  from 

t.nt  to  finish. 


Administrative  Offi  n   E.  E.  F 


Lt.  C.  W.  Taylor,  Capt.  J.  H.  E.  Cook.  Lt.  F.  P.  William-  [SEATS] 

Lt.-Col.  8    I      Sim  lair. 


Postal  situa- 
tion AFTER  THE 
Armistice. 


The  Armistice  opened  up  new  conditions,  as  a   number  of  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  enemy  country  and  transferred  a    pt  for  de- 

mobilisation and  garrison  duty.  The  Force  changed  from  a  mobile  to 
a  stationary  one  :  but  although  transportation  of  mails  became  easier 
as  railways  were  developed,  the  work  of  the  Indian  Field  Post  Office, 
on  the  contrary,  increased  in  volume  owins:  to  British  units  on  Indiaa 


formations,  bithe  ed  by  tl,.    I  P       0 

Indian    Kii'M    l'"-t   <  Mines  unil.  i  1 1,  adijuai  I 

Tin-  allowed  British  ncl  to  be  ilei  , :  a     India]    I 

I'    t  0  ra  functioned  normally  as  tl  in    ordii 

circumsi 

I  on  and  administrative  j »ui]  rlic  I'.ith  Indian    H 

ime  .in  independi  ited  in  (         i   with   Indian 

Field  Post  <  M;  \|- •»  n       \  be  further  rid< 

the  Taurufl  Tunnel).     \  Tm\ eUing  I'       0  Boe  wa 
Adana     AJepp  ,  small  deta<  i  the 

railwa)   line  in  tl  toi 


i-  n  i .  OF  TaUI  I  i  wi-i.  :    v.  -I  In  i.i'    I' 

ii  i,. 


The  7th  Indian  Division  (less  l«. it li  I'.  and  Ith  and  5th  Cavalry 

Divisions  were  left  in  Syria  ;  the  3rd  Indian  l»i\i-i<>n  t  in 

Palestine;  the  7"»th  Division  guarded  the  Buei  '  anal;  while  t  1 1  *  *    inrh 

Division,  recently  reformed  with   Indian  tn  detailed  to   look 

I  ppei    K_   ••    where  there  had  I n  serioua  rioting  and   aj< 

I    Indian    Field 

l h\  isiona  instead  ol  H\ .  besidi  I  on  the  I . 

ommunication.     [ndian    Field    Post   0  had    been  establisl 

during  the  progress  < »f  1 1  tln« 

Sahara  1  >•■ —    ip  to  A       MLii 


0* 


Ruins  oi   ,hi:  Temple  of  Jupiter,  Baalbb 

an    Indian    FlELD    Po       <  > 


Results  of 

!'!     U    I      (    ON" 

i  i  1:1  \<  i 


i  in. 


Civil.  WORK  IN 
t  k  i  DFIED  KnK- 
MY  TERRITORY. 


The  solution  of  the  Syrian  Question,  when 
has  been  handed  over  to  France,and  Syria  I  >the  H< 

resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  all  British  t* 
[ndian  Field  Posl  Offices  attached  to  the 

trated   in    Bgypl   and    Palestine  preparatory  to  fcl  turn  to  1 

which  erf  course  will  depend  on  the  development 
situation  in  Syria  and  the  political  oi 

is  nodoubl  that  as  soon  as  Peace  with  Turkey  b  -  »»  ll 

is  hoped  will  I  »re  the  end  oi  the  year,  the  pre 

will  cease      [ndian  Field  Post  Offices  will  then  be 
along  witli  their  respective  formatioi 
for  the  small  garrisons  which  will  remain  in  Egypt  and  1 
Thus  after  a  hard  and  glorious  campaign  throughout  the  middle  1 
for  over  5  years,  the  Egyptian  Expeditionary  V      e  will  cl  remark* 

able  and  unique  career. 

The  administration   of  Civil    Post    0  O.E.T.A 

under  the  control  of  the  Director,  Army  Postal  3  ^ 

drawal  of  the  Army  Post  Office*  ^         I      I   •hanField  -nces 

inSvriaEast  underordeis  from  General    Headquarters,  under* 
work  as  a  temporary  measure  at  Aintab,  Katma.  Jerablus  and  Ale] 
while  the  French  Army  provided  Civil  postal  facilities  in  Syn 
and  Cilicia    In  Palestine  the  Civil  Postal  Administration  remained  entirely 


'.I 


in  the  Ii.ii  the  D  v        r  \  I 

Field  Poet  0  il  work,  but  . 

on  il    postal  ■  i  !tli  mi  .   .         e  the  l< 

Ailinini-ri.it.. i  w  .1-  tl  i  uiilitai  \  "Hi,  er  ii 

The    \       tant  I)  [ndiai      Poet 

impi  I igyptian    I.   pedil  I  iply  to  the 

A-dministrat \\ e  <  omi  w},„ 

affixed  them  on  ordii 

then  handed  o  I  I         Post  0 

foi  disposal      The  Indian  Field 

Postal  Oi  1  hai  ded  o\ 

Adn  I  be  i 

on    who  Ii..  I   (  hi.  f    Adn  the  O.E  T  * 

!i.    The  pom 
edited  in  th<  the  Im.Ii.ih  Field   Post  0 

tin-  withdrawal  oi  I  Field  Poal  01  i 

I  ulation  n. .u  i  the  II 

ought  to  the 

r\  .m  ual  ion 


■ 

1 

1 

p  -^       _m 

i 

W~      "      m*T* 

"^ 

^*    v  **-      fiiZ^SB 

«- ♦    T-*-  « -. 

'*3$m 

"I      I  H         I 

wi  \  l\;.i  p        0  ii. 

Populate 


I  I 


Im  \m- 


//         M.i, I      \nnn[) 


I  the  hall  I  "    '**! 

■mill Wj  during  the  fi;  ' 

then  I .m  hi    ...... 

arity!    The. m  ofH  '  *"" 

fluctuated:  bul    with    the    •*»    o 

conveyance  ofmaili  nogreal   I I  hip 

Xo    , .1  r nddeq , I-   ■! »  *» 

,,,., Onlj  one  mail   b th    E 

\H  I..-,   when  the  B.  s.    v  ..... nd   -,..k 

outside  Bombay. 

Bo  long   .    operation,  irere  c Ined  to  I-.. 

Sew,  mplem, ,    T lail 

rfed  to  aU  parte  of  Egypt  hi  the  van.  of  the! 

tion.wl -I'.-tu.,-  eral,H.EB 

every  help  al  all  time*.     Heavy  mails   w.  in  trucks  b. 

I,,,,,,  the  Egyptian  State  Railwa 

The  arrival  of  large  reinforcement  Iritiah  troop,  fa  the  country 

after     ,' eTaZtionTthe  Darfanellee  in  1916 

^conveyance  of  Army  mails  fa H. 

b  the  Egyptian  TraveUing  Post  Office  vans.    Colone   I'.  W 

'■'      ,    ^..Director  of  the  Army  PoatalServi 
Travelling  Anny  Po«rf  Offices  throughoul  Bgyp<  Bntash  Fk 

Service  Sen  undertook  the  carriage  of  all  Indian  man 

Difficulties,  however,  began  to  spring  up  when  the  adi 

plac^Lsethe  Sinai  D rt,    where  no  r..ilw..y  sprev,  .... 

Lw  lines  had  to  be  ted.    The  railway  progressed  rapidly  .  com 

the  railhead  kept  continually    shifting  to  a  higher  point.     1  bsi 

,  re,n,,Ul  of  the  Railhed  Office,  which  being  the  distnbu, 

;      „'   f  3  ma,u  for  troops  farther  afield,  assumed  great  u 
^  field  postal  organteton.     to  value   varied    in    proportion   o 
Lance  bom  Indian  Field  Pus.  I  Wfices  with  format,,...  farther  ahead^the 
Shorter  the  distance,  the  easier  and  quicker  was  the  tr  when 

roo,s  i  Field  Post  Offices  pushed  forward  and     tr.ns,-.rr  , 
became  strained,    special  precautions  and  measure*  had   to  be  adopted 
to  maintain   postal   contact. 

Hitherto  Indian  Field  Post  Offices  had  been  attached  to ■  Divisional 
and  Brigade  Headquarters.  It  was  obvfous,  however  that  when,  ap  d 
and  Ion  g  advance  took  place  as  was  anticipated.  Field  Post  Office.  couW 
not  Smpany  headquartos,   which  would  doubtle«  leave  all  such 


otlir.'S     flfhillli  K  ■IIMll'l.llM  ■!•>.        Imt  jular     ! 

The  mil  it  Ltliorit  i**s  had  fit  I  the  dictum  ahout 

an  Aimv  marching  on  iU   itomacfa  i  on  the  other  hand,  tl 
I       shown  that  the  Arm)  'a>«*  unless  it  holds  a  l< 

r  in  it-  hand.     Siij»plic>  and  mails  are  inseparal  oth  mu  I 

v   .:   I '    •      I  •    held  al  I [eadquartera  under  the 

of  <  lolonel  \\  \  ■  •    .   I  just  prior 

to  the  ad\  ance  into  I  it  had  been  i 

idopt  the  al  ove    \  i  inciple,  dily 

and  mentally,  Buppliea  and  Field  •  - 1 ■ « ■»■>  should  work  *ide  by  side 

and  travel  togethei       Ml  Indian  Pield   Pi    b  Offi< 

>ved    from    Divisional   and    Brigade    Headquart< 
D  B       de  Refilling  F  I  feneral   Headquarfc  i 

instructions  to  Bupply  (  to  m<    •    Field   P<       0  in  supply 

when  Refilling  Points  shifted. 
In  addition  to  tin-  advantage  of  mobility,  all  sudden  change**  in  the 
distribution  <>f  units  could  easily  be  obtained  from  Su|>|>l\   Offi< 
Pield  Post]  I  communicated  t<>  tin-  Railhead  Office,  which  then 

circulated  d  irrectly  in  spil  1  kaleido» 

Th«'  modtu  opt  randx  pn>  : — 

Mechanical    t  ransporl    supplied  b 
mails  from  the  Railhead  Office  to  the  Dn  S  tuated 

at  the  Divisional  Bupply  Dump.     Thence  Divisional  ai  ide  Supply 

Columns  conveyed  then  >i\r  mails  in  th< 

lative  Field  Post  Office      Refilling  Point.     I  the  front  des] 

.1   Posi   Orderly  daily  with  tin-   Regimental  ration  cart   to  dra*    mails 
fmin  and  to  trans*  t  |  ostal  business  with  the  Field  Post  Ofl  I  Refilling 

Point.     In  tin  no  matter  ho^  Ear  units  at  the  front  had  nto 

the  blue,  they  had  to  arrange  to  draw  Buppliea  from  the  Refilling  Point 
and  under  this  w  heme  obtained  their  mails  .it  the  same  time. 

w  it  h  the  oi  railway  tinea  in  enem  assation 

of  the  advance  after  the  armistice,  the  trai  f  mail  een  the 

1  I  id  the  troops  in  Northern  Palestij  i    and   Cilicia 

iif  normal.    The  Railhead  pushed  on  from  Ludd  to  Ha  fa  and 
ajnemy  lines  began  to  <  ;  undej  iloftheArnn  the 

Turkish   railways   between    H  I    Dan  ad  Alep 

and  the  Baghdad  line  through  th<  runnel  up  t  the 

hank   of  the   Euphrates.     The    French    Railway    bet* 
Damascus  was  also  put   iii!<i  working  order.      Mai  a  ii 
ejulated  all  over  the  conquered   •  Vn   additional  mm 

•en  mer  and  trawler  was  established  b<  tSaid       Ithe 

l      iiitmi'  \\>i- 1  Ha  rut, Tri]         \  udMersu         I 

mer  and   trawlei  on   the 

1  in  tin- 


M 


!•  pi  the  I  M  ul 

<U|t    tli. i' 

ompletexl    il  will  !•••  |M)    ihh 
I  i  i  inopl<  : 

mm. i       in    <    llil  i  \  M::  ' 

I  lid     M( 

<  hanged  the  railway  I runnin 

I        route  w  ill  bt  the 

ad  tori  uoui  bph  '  i 


•Xl**i    * 


Bird's  eyk  viei 


B  LSES 


///.     S         /  and  1>  ■  i' 

The  BOrtatioD  of  <>  mails  has  uniformly  been  carried  on  a^ 

Port    Said    and    Port    Tewfick.     The    importance 
where   mails  are    debarked,    has    beeu      it.  od  thi      _      it    and 

beeu      thoroughly     justified     during     the      campaign. 
were   made  in  the   early  days  of  the  War  to  deal    with    Indian    mails 
an  inland  town    viz.,  I-mailia.  but  they  proved  a  failure  in     as  much  as 
Inevitable  delay  arose  on  account  of    no    consideration   being    paid    to 
the  Importance  of  time,   which  wi  sted  by  dumping  mails  at    i 

Tewfick  and  then  railing  them  to  [smailia  ace  _  available  train 
services,  the  interval  being  sufficient  for  a  well-staffed  sorting  office  at 
Tewfick  to  dispose  of  all  these  mails  to  destination.     Again.  B.. 


Office     II  m.-iIIv  opened     t  J  xraWy 

no   direct  outl<  with  the  mail  r  Ind      ■■  bich  left 

<l     Tin-  base  wa  equent I 

id,  whi  I <  luul  I"  •   ' I"'   i'  >n  of 

t         I. 

liailfl  from  India  P       0 

boat  -  .  i  r  m  i  transp  on  the  laun<  I  kindly 

supplied   by  tl      I       ptmn   Postal   Administration.     0  t  1m> 

qua)    they  are  immediat  the 

1  ii< I i.i  n  Sorting  Office  on  the  spot,  mail  ma 

nation  writ  bin  .i  fen  boura  t<»  the  furthest  units,  whether  I  the 

bordi  9  ill"  i  or  t  be  slop*  I  i 


I       I  \\   M  ULE 

ONWS  I  I 


Is  for  India  I '  this 

being  tl nIv  poi  rypl  vi bere  P.  <    0  :"»}» 

anchor  <»n  their  \  ■<>  tin-  l  l  t  with  P 

mail  df  I Fnited  K  it  tin- 

disposed    of    mails  from  the  United   Kingdom      I 
subsequently  undertaken  l>\  the   \im 

on      The  Base  Post  Ofl  erly  handled  the  mail  mat 

from  thi  in  .i  For  ••  and  also  those  ot  I  be  !'■  ! 

i«h  it  ion  of  all  the  West       Port  Saul 

the  establishment  of  the  I  ■  ■     •  I  <  mda 

ot  pra<  t  k  i1  :inl  etfii 


Tin.  Base  Po      0  E    I.    I  -  uj>. 


(   !:.)--  POSI 
<  M  I  I.  I  - 


A  Di\  isional  Sorting  <  office         l  I '       ' '        fof  the  1 1 

mid  Brigade  Field    PosI  Offices    -       D     hoi      •     the    inter-change  <A 
Divisional  and   Brigade  mail-  ordinarily  gfa  the  I' 

Sorting  Office.     Lower  down  the  Railhead  I : 
Office  between  Divisional  Sorting  Office  for  Divisional  mail-.  >.*..  the 
change  <>l  mails  between  Divisions  had  to  !>•• 

point.     Finally,  the  Bases  and  certain  select     31  Offices  in  the 

back  areas  worked  as  Cross  PosI  Offices  foi  mails  posted  in  any  Field  P 
Office  in  their  sector,     In  other  words  I  P       0  up 

bags  on  each  other  in  which  w<  rfinald  mails 

units  located  on  all  Field   Post  Offices  within  the  jurisdiction 
the  particular  Gross   Post  OfllC<  >WI  — 


CJ>0  =  Cross  Pos/ Off  tee 

Dn.fP.O.  -  Omsk/h*  F/e/d Pos/  Office 

6r  FPO-Br^oxfe      •• 

ObO  .-  Otvts/ono/  Sor/iny  Office. 


Ass/u/ 


To  ensuri  et  md  prompt  dispoi  aila  for  m 

Book  was  introduced  and  supplied  by  the  I1  cfa  Field  P 

Office.    The  Book  is  oiding  to  the    \ 

tli.-  \imi\    iikI  included  ever]  unit  in  the  field,     \  h  unit  w 

Boted  the  Field  Poet  Office  which  served  it.  A  J  d  daily 

hv  the  Deputy  Director  I  eld  Poet  mast 

trans  of  units  and  changes  in  the  labelling  I  Field   P< 

ter  noted  these   revisions  in  pencil  in  the  Location  I  *•  » « » k  as  shown 
bel< >u  and  then  d<  »  i       I  •■    ition  Li 


In  1. 


Lo< 

' 

2nd  Lancei 

9th  Hodsoi 

. . 

NoMIfl  u    Rolls. 


REDIBK  TIiin 


Reti  bned 

LETTKi:  (  M  1  l(  1. 


/  tl','1  III  1  lj 

1            1 

1  iiiide 

27th  I*'Iii|.iIm 

10 

I, ill,,  II 1, 111  of    /> 

Ippendi     I 

in.!   \t  r  0  19 

1 

l   d   310    kdai 

i.i-l   K  P.O    ■ 

1 

!    "_'.">-''.-  1 

In.!    !•'    1*   «  1   99 

1              in  Ind 

A  perpet  ual  B01 1  \wjl  Lis1  wbm  thu  jhouf  the  I 

The  I  > .  1 1 1  v    Location  L  prepared  frpm  information  supplied 

( General    I  [eadquartere   and   t<  legraph  1 1 

spei  boi    and  Field   Po  1  ma  Field 

senl  to  t  he  I  tore*  t  or  instead  ol  to  t  h<    I  <    •    I ' 

It  'lit ial  1  bal  bould  a  be  cfa  of 

1  he  I oiv<  1  orate. 

Each    Field    P  atained  b  complete    Nominal   Roll  of 

Officers  oi  every  unit  Berved  by  him  and  I 

Director,  for  enibodimenl  in  a  General  Nominal  Roll  prepared    from  1 
information  and  supplied  to  the  Ba        I  I'    I  ■  »■•..    and  the  R  L.O 

Revised  addresses  were  communicated   by   Field   Postma 
Reports,  this  information  being  circulated  by  *i--  I  >• 
the  offices  concerned  for  inclusion  in  the  General  Nominal  Roll. 

Without  prejudice  to  the  hulk  of  mails,  sb  and  In 

Officers  were  "  run  "'  as  far  .1-  possible  al  the  I  I  1-.  during  the 

sortation  of  mails  articles  requiring  redirection  were  divej 
to  the  latest  instruction p  on  record.     Failing  this,  mail* 
to  tin1  address 1  «•>"  unit .  which  then   red  If 

the  unit  was  unable  to  do  this,  the  Field  Post  Office     1   lertook  the  work, 
and  in  the  last  resort  undelivered  articles  had  to  be  forward* 
R,  L.  0.  for  disposal. 

The  R.  L.  0.  gradually  developed  when  it  md  that  t.; 

])ost  Office  could  not  dispose  of  undeliverable  articles  from  the 
at  its  disposal  ictions  and  field  reports.     As 

as  fighting  or  an  advance  took  place,  hundred*  sualty  1 

and  hospital  returns  poiured  in  daily,  with  list  ions 

and  discharges.     To  >oit  out  these  heterogeneous  lists  where  nai 
peated  themselves     until  a  patient  left  a  hospital,     and  also  I        Hect 
information  regarding  new  arrivals  in  and  departure  a   the  country 

required  a  special  organisation  with  a  trained   staff. 

The  R.  L.  0.  was.  therefore,  instituted  at  Alexandria  on  novel  1: 
as  distinct  from  that  in    vogue    at    the    Army  Post    Office.     Experience 
proved  that  so  far  as  British  and  Indian     Officers  were  concerned,  the 
Index  Card  system  could  be  safely  introduced  and  kept  up  to  date.     But 
it  was  impossible  to  maintain  this  as  reg       -   the    lower  ranks     w 


thereabout*  could  onlj  be  with  definite  certainty  bona  bl 

maintained  by  the  D.  A    L  G    3rd  &  belon.    The  B    L   1 1 

it  did  on  th.-  Buppl}  oi  wu  I  to  work  in 

close  connection  with  the  3rd  Echelon       I  in  nun 

from  the  R.  I.  0  attended  that  office  daily  with  bundles  of  unf  ble 

pondence  for  mm,  which  was  ilisfMisfil  nf  in  (onsultatbn  with  tl 
various  reooidi  section/      [n  ver)    :  irhen  -  an  offii 

was  obtainable  from  th<  li  oi  the  l:    I.  1 1  e    had  to  be 

made  to  the  3rd  Echelon  to  locate  him.     in  this  onlj  did  tl 

oimiiiisf  .M.itl.  jMin  ctln  and  ■  good  •  bion,  bui  the 

result  justified  the  means, ,  I  Nit  I  undeliverable  l<  t1 

which  :  through  the  B    I.  1 1   lest  than  1000  w<  ,M- 

fcraceable  '  and  forwarded  to  the  D.L.0  A\. 

Delivery  continued  to  be  made  through  accredited  Po  I  Onh.uli. 
However,  in  ordei  to  ti\  responsibility  for  the  lose  or  misdeli- 
•r,A  oi    articles    by    Post    Qrderli<  ,,1 

1,11,1  parcel  items  handed  «<•  them  wm  introduced.     In  the  r< 

Post  Orderly  ipt  book  |  !:•  _■    tered  oi   Pan  •  ed     bj     the 

orderly  himself  from  the  copj  of  th.-  unit  parcel  or  registered  list,  handed 
him  by  the  Field  Post  Office  foi  record,  full  particular 
and  parcel  article    for  which  he  had  given  iture  to  th< 

oth.r  on  the  original  UIllt  registered  or  parcel  ,  •       <  m  making  delivei 
the  Post  <  Orderly  obtained  the  addn  n-t  the  relat 

entry,  while  an  acknowledgment  in  the  I k  ws  l  eld 

Bieial  if  an  article  waa  handed  back  to  the  Field  Post  Ofl 
for  redirection.     An  immediate  and  verj  appreciable  reduction  in  oo 
plaints  took  place  after  this,  ae  Post  Orderlies  no*   -.         |     their    re- 
onsibibtiea  ially  if  Officers  Commanding  units  Bcrutinised  th< 

eipt    l  fully  with  the  I'       I  h  ,1 

and  signatures  against  each  enti        I  eipt  bo  I  on 

record  for  i  year  by  the  unit  for  future  reference.    Claims 
(In"  eeldon  ,md  in  the  few  isolated  caaee  that  did,  it 

proved  that  the  Post  Orderly  of  the  unit  was  to  blan 

Officers  of  the  [ndian  Field  Post  0ffi(  i  |  i„  the 

field  during  1914-15.    Owing  to  th<  lual    incr<         in  bulk  of  such 

eorrespondence,  the  [ndian  Field  Post  Office  could  not  undertake  this 
work  any  longer.     It  anged  th.,-  lMl[(  should  be  issued 

to  the  Officer  Commanding  each  unit,  who  sraj  thei  osible 

censorship  of  the  mails  of  his  men.     Pi  .  . ,  | 

(1"1  Qot,  of  coi  :i  within  the  ,|  \}w<o    v. 

supplemented  latex  on  by  th.-  issue  of  green  field  service  envel  | 
tents  of  which  though  ordinarily  immune  from  scrutiny    wen 

caminedat  anytime.     Frequently, 

"as  withheld  and   passed   • 

lor  ^^examination.     On  two  or  thn  l  J   Bead  | 


ordered  all  mail  dinflwfieldi  '  information 

„,|  I  ,,!„,, -I 

.    ,,|      ,-  vhoh  ipintl 

ponden  •"l- 

i\      MONETARY    ii  CTIOl 

Ih    troop    !■  ''  ""  '     , 

r    „„.,,,,   [ndiainWn    toi  *"* 

,„„„„     0     ,|,,   M v    <M i '■  \f"r  ,'  '""'l 

,,.,,,,!  tli.-ni  in  ;i  lump  ram  i"  'l"-i>  »>ni 

British  troop wionally  a to  Hie  U,\,r    I  0    - 

means  of  ordinary  Money  Orden  d  of  by    Bntrf._ Postal    We 

I,,,,,,-,.  the?  found  thai  the  mom  paid  qn*  ••».'»"•» 

,     -U     ,.   ..I  ;i06B0 1  -mail-  a<    -,  thrOUgl 

,""'        ,   \, y  Order  list  detailing  particnlare  of  th. 

K    t  »  ■..•.....! l«,l,,l foil 

:!:, ,;;: ;  :ii .,,„i,,n,...,...      -m.,,  ^m,. 

payment  effected. 

Ordinarv  Money  Orders  to  India  were  also  in  psjy  by 

troopVS  the  oonLsaion  realised  on  fcen  «*»•■ 

Anart  from  the  refund  of  Money  Orders    for 

Apart   lomi  introduced  under    which    M 

K^cSvSbyt'eEg^n  Postal  Admiration  from  •  ted 

K      d0  from  any  British  , ion  for  payment  to  troops  could 

!l,sbursed  by  Indian" Field  Post  1 1  -ritfiom  interfering  wit*  the  re- 

gular system  of  accoun 

The  Ind.an  Field  Postal  Service  acted  as  an  intermediary  between 
the  Egyptian  and  Army  Postal  Service  as  follows  :- 

fa>    The  Director.  Army  Postal  Services,  received  Money  Order 
{)    ad4es  from  the  Esvptian  Post  Office  and  he  then  p. 

dtct  to  military  P^es  an  authority  whereby  they  couU 
draw  the  relative  amount  at  any  British  or  Indian  Field  lo.t 


Paymi  m         of 
Money  Orders. 


Office. 


L01 


(b)    It'  present  to  Indian  Field  Port  I  mount 

paid  an. I  slu.w  M  t ho  Base  Post  0         the 

authority  of  the  D  I         Postal  81 

pted  by  the  |  the  Daily  i 

rapport  oi  the   i  bai 

l  I  •  [ndian  Baa  Post< »  ; 
tini,  oi  the  autln  •  (!,,•  |;  i  <  - 


■ 
1 1 


The  [ndian  Field  Post  Offices  undertook  the  I 

ing  British  Postal  Old  mall  British  and  Australian  .  | 

when  the  bulk  of  the  British  troops  in  the  Southern  Canal  . 
in  Max-  1917,    The  plat  ing  on  sale  oi  Bi  I  !i(,u  ad 

all  [ndian  Field  Posi  Offi<  es  throughout  the  so    E  ipedit 

Force.     The  original  10  British  Postal  1 1  m  the 

Director    Lrmj   Postal  •.  bat  this  ad  was  with.:- 

beginning  oi   Ifaroh   1918.    The  it*  b  u  no*  supplied  i  from  tl 

London  General  Post  I  >,; 

'-  '•■  [nsuranoe  policies  became  available  froml91<         my  membei   i 
nl  tl"'  Egyptian   l      editions]  whus,.  a|.iM>intment  fell    within 

the  Bcope  oi  the  Civil  Sen  Iaj  0fl  ,  a 

emP,n  '•'••  Militai      \  Departmenl  in  „eir  lives  in 

the  field.     Several  applications  from  other  hran.  h.-s  ,,f  tl 
,"'   rejected   on   the   ground   oi    ineligibilil 

Deposits  i  .mm  dry  according  to  the  strength  oi  the  I 

generally,    rose  before  an  attack  when  the  I  to  be  provided 

with  the  n  if  banking  tl,  ; 

withdrawals  in  the  field  prevented  more  frequent  dep 

rred  placing  their  credits  with  the  Field  Controller  from  whom  l 

■  able  to  withdraw  money  whenever  required. 

Fe*   In. han  War  Loan  Bonds  were  purchased  through  the  agency   *  i   . 

the  Indian  Field  Postal  Service  owing  to  lack  oi  advi 
limited  Facilitii 

When  [ndian  Field  P       i  Mires  during     l«»i«i 

British  units  on  [ndian  formations,  i  demand 

rhia  wo 
P   the  tion  of  General    Eeadq  \ 

I  Sen-ices,  advanced  to  the  Indian  B        Post  0 
Saving  Certificates,  which  the  latter  then  supplied  to  I 

OftVos       The  rash  realised  from  the 

Irmy   Posi   Office  witl 
Postmaster,     These  ti  ions  did  m 

M  the  Indian  Field  Posi  Office  rimplj  behali 

\"       Po  •  Offio  le  oi  tl 

'  0fficea  b  y  mm,  theii  b 


I       \  i  1:1  i  [{  i    .1  01  I  OMPLAIfl 

TIM  .    numbei 

baroi  rora  which  the    public  ten  < 

,1    incidentall)    the  effii  "1  the   | 

upervi  ion.     Since    191  I    up    i  cli    I'.m 

onh    bad  !•  Egyptian  Exp 

onh    109   oi  le      than  '•"ll  f" 

,,,„. pi. .mi    related  to  non-payment  oi   M< 

,,1   the  ..,,..,....1  Money  Oidei  -  death  ol  the 
over  which  tin    Force   bad 
oomplainl  had  evei  been  tmro#i1  forward.     It 
to  record  that,  jud^i  ,n  tl,         .  — ,  ti,  on  ol  I 

been  worthily  upheld  by  all  postal  rani     in  the  Bxpedifr 

Force. 


CHAPTER  i  /. 

I  111     I)  \KI)  Willis      9  \l.<  )\K  :  \      \\l) 
O  >NS1  W  l  INt  HI. I     L915     L919 

H>  ( Stptain   I  C.  (  rillespie,   \    I )    P  S  . 
I  :;•>  prion  I  Kpeditiooar}   Fon 

DARDANBLLE8  l  MfPAIQN 

TEIE  di  I  Canal  in    the 

191 5  mi  Hied    the    pea 
tritiah  and    Australian 
detached    from  the  I  'I    deapafc  bed    to    the 

Qallipoli  Peninsula.     I  ■  which  lependently  of  the    one 

:n    the     I  •  re     w  ' '  •    M 

litionai  [j  was,  ho*  ed 

in  u  hich 
plun-  ns.i-  altuL',-iii,-i  nnsuited  for  the  rapid  I  ft  h»-  I  • 

h  formed  the  l»at  ad  thai  the  ini  ffonld  find 

fill  left  entirely  n'smirns  «»ik.-  n   ad  iway  fnun 

B  bea  li  and  die  range  ini      I'  ■•  thoug 

employ  only  su<  li  I  il«l  with    ease  and  cdei 

\o\  ed  even  as  th< 

The  7th  Indian  Monntaii    \mlln-\  B        le  which*  itedonthe 

s  s«-l.Tf.-«l  t..  .i«  <  Miii|..ui\    the  •  from     Kgypt.      Huh 

int.  with  its  complement  of  light  guna  and  its  men  in 

noun  tain  wai  fare,  w  a  T  li      \I»*dil  • 

showed.  The  [ndi                                          thii 

lit*  <lnl  not  howevei  justif;  Field   Pi 

!•  with  it.  and  it  had  then  »  depend  on  the  B                 I   \            ian 
Post  ( )tli<  ea  for  it-  mails. 

\  |  he  Penman  th  India 

nder  Bi  igadii  r-i  H.  V.  Cox,  which  I  ihed  it- 

nst  the  Turk 

-  and  di  the  Dardam 

prising  .»ii    \ 
he  Brigade,  which  sailed  from  Pi      B  1915  arrivii 

i»  IMh's  two  d  [t  nind  ex  di  SB  cult  to  land  the 

tack  in  the  dire  f  Kritl      was  in  pi 

id  enemy  gnus  from  I  he  Euro] 
a*  U  under  I  M  «>    not 


M>| 


.,i  i„    ,1,1  ,..  from  \h»  ihip  to  the 

trav 

in  disembarking  troop    from  the  dil 

wounded  to  ho  nital    bip       K  '  till  the  6th  ol   A 

e ,|  be  shipped, aid  Held  Port  Offia 

u    Beach      Lh  i  he  A  U 

,,,  return      I  "''  '  '■'l'l'sl"-<l- |,:"  ""  '  "a 

on  lltli  Me]    1816 

on  the  attacking  i ■  i 

edin   ending  up  ratmm  from  the  li 

with  it    complement  ol  h.  while 

ih„  c tn    could  mm  convenient!?  the  bill*  and 

which  the  country  abound I 

service  of  the  various  Imperial  Servic.  I 

reinforce  then  by  n  sufficient  number  of  mul< 

India,    The  strength  ol  the  Indian  I  '"  »'     ' 

Wei   bad  thue  been  considerably 

j,  waa  now  decided  to  I  ,he 

Indian  troops  on  the  Peninsula.  Op  to  the  lettei  ftj« 

].,..,  OfficeS,  th Iv office  in  tl 

tion  of  Indian  Expeditionai     I  but  on  Reform 

Expeditionary     Force    'G',  called    the     Indian     M 

Expeditionary   Force,  this  office  under  the jui 

McMinn,  Deputy  Director,  Indian  Expedit*  ° 

of  the  new  formation  was  opened  a1  Al. 

Field  Posl  Offices,  66,  66  and  32  blished  at  drfierei  ■"  the 

Peninsula.    Field  Post  Office  33  w penedon  I 

Island  ;nal  served  as  a  sortmg  and  adva.a,, I  i  r  "»■ 

posl  offices  in  the  Dardanelles.     Pot  run--    of  a  more  drroci  control 
and  to  deal  with  the  numerous  imp  >ns  likely  to  ai  as 

considered  necessary  to  make  these  offices  imi 

an  Ass.siant  Director  who  would  1 n  the  spot.     la.    '     K    I     Sen  waa 

aceordmulv  selected  for  this  ,„,..,   ;,nd  ?      l!l 

the  Dardanelles.  This  officer  had  his  Headquarters  on  the  11  I      A-ragonJ 
at  Mudros.    The  "Arragoi  ed  the  purpose  of  a  huge  secretanat 

wherein  were  established  the  different  administrative  offices  attached  tj 
General  Headquarters. 

The  Mediterranean     Expeditionary     Fore- 
short  lived.     In  December  1915    preparations  were  already  taking  placj 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  Peninsula.     About  the  middle  of  this  montH 
the  Indian  Mule  Corps  located  at  Ansae  and  Suvla  Bay  was  gradually 
withdrawn  and  split  up  into  detachments,  one  on  the ^neighbouring  island 
of  Imbros  and  the  other  at  Mudros.     Field  Post  Office  65  was    mo^ed 
from  Suvla  to  Mudros.  while  Field  Post  Office  34  which  was  now :  located 
at  ansae  was  closed  down  and  returned  to  Egypt  with  the  29th  Indian 


"     I  !  0  the  sad 

tiding  the  closure  of  this  offi, 

''■',|  '"-"  ■nthdrawn,  the  equipment  of  th  'i  to  be  left  - 

Hu  and  Su via  had  t>  lDandoi 

tnpoatiblc  to  regain  the  equipment,  but  the  unit  oomu 
rhomri  lingthelrit* 

turning  uponedi  I. 

01  tne  Peninsula  wm  evacual 

"    '-,"  u"  "•,  *,,,u"    fl"  [ml 

'•;'"•  "i"1'  '  irhilet]  ofthelatt 

turned  to  Kg   pt. 

Life  on  the  Peninaula  especially  in  the  initial  ,  |„. 

imagined  than  described.     Tl  atemptible  little  p 

r^ctioned  m  the  DaidaneJle.       I  .,      ,. 

Jhell  and  storm.     All  had  \  their"  I  .  , 

but  compared   to  the  stupendous  struggle  here,  the  feeble  and 

'    ffl"  {  ■"'■',  W*  '"'f  mimic  «  Prom  hit  elevated  t> 

nontfce  enemy  hurled  his  i  of  death  with  di  Kin,.. 

and  during  th,  .lav  these  burst  dai  I-    B  fortunate  tl 

f  "nll-",ut  th,  t,mhl,  lhi,  abnormally  cruel  w< 

t'"  oure  heroes  were  left  unimpaired  in  mind  or  bod 

,  eopening  0  ulsforthe 

uan  units  operating  od  the  Peninsula  were  forward, 

mtransportfl  along  with  th f  tne  British  and   \     fci      ,     in      P 

^Bcee  to  Indian  P.  P.O.  34  bom  where  they  were  collect 

1       ften  happened  that  on  .,,,,„„„  n,  more  ,„, 
rt^wnot  possible  to  detail  a  ,  >r  mails  and  on  such  < 

"      '       '      ,r  u",l!,i  -  risk  to  himself,  t»  W  deli 

tnem  t.»  the  units  in  th.  ,,-,.,„. i 

,     X"    ,,;VM     Po8t     °  tablished,    all    mail*     f 

the  Dardanelles  were  in  the  I  from 

wh{  tedout  for  the  different  offii  ,,|  im,|,r 

•larking  tn  th,    iVninsula        I.      IN,   „, 

•"  Mudros  and  not  ria  Alexandria  bat  mails  from  Ind 

*nd    thence    transmitted    to    th,    Sortii 

,,,,;l!,1  ' ficee  ...  th,     I 

l     /; .'  <,,,:  :  to 

1       '     ,;"  '  '     '      '"!'•<  and  I        i  whil.  for  the 

United J  m  and   I  fc  |iage 

Armj   I  osi  <••  ,,  ,„,.  inclusion  in  it 

Wd   TO  v.|,m  rach   ,:, 

■        intofthe  ..  III1(| 

ad  the  tn 

mpeign  such  as  that  and         en  in  the  D 

n"^    l"  \    forth, 
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by  the  A    i  banl  I  tirectoi    Po  tal  pritJbi  "  unknown  " 

correspondence      ffach  office  maintained  in  addition  to  the  prescribed 

nominal  roll    oi   Bi  it  i  h  and  Indian  <<iii<  ei     .1  1  ••  as 

Dumber    rani  and  Dame  <»f  all  rani    who  had  become  ineffective    in  a 

pai  1  icula  1   unit .     Mail    re<  ei  ed  for  d<      ei 

m  ed  and  those  for   '  ineflfecti"  ■  turned  at  owe  ?<>   th«-    I',..  •  ■    I'o  * 

Office  with  a  suitable  endorsement.  Thuseach   Field   I'    bO  rked 

also  b    .1   Re1 urned  !>•■< ter  ( office  for  the  unit  it. 

In  the  initial  1  perform  money  ordei  work 

as  no  Facilities  existed  for  the  dispo  al  of  surplus  cash.  Latei  on,  when 
licld  cashiers  functioned,  tins  class  ot  work  wot  promptly  undertaken. 
It  is  needless  to  Bay  that  .1  great  boon  was  thus  conferred  on  the  Indian 
Boldier  who  found  a  safe  outlet  for  b  avings. 

British    Salonica    I 

After  a  very  short  resl  al  Mudros  and  [mbros  the  Bharatpur  and 
tndore  [mperial  Service  Transport  Corps,  the  31s1  Mule  Corps  and  the 
3rd    Mule    Cart    Train    suddenly    broke    camp    and    proceeded  b 
'unknown'"  destination.     The  threat  on  the  Narrows     hai 

minimised,  it  was  possible  for  the  Turkish  fon  I  in    their  deft 

to  be  concentrated  on  the  Greek  borders.     In  Macedonia  things  had  taken 
a  serious  turn;  Bulgaria  had  advanced  to  within  on  mile* 
the  attitude  of  Greece  was  vaccillating  .  Turkey  had  ruffled    his  feathers 
and  was  ready  in  men  and  guns  to  render  every  possible  1  his 

allies  on  this  Front. 

The  position  was  keenly  felt  by  the  Allies  and  every  effort  was  made 
to  check  the  enemy  advance  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  a  garrison 
at  Salonica  to  overawe  and  if  necessarv  to  coerce  the  Greek-.  Ti 
were  rushed  up  and  everything  was  got  ready  for  a  vigorous  offen- 
sive. As  in  Gallipoli.  so  also  here  the  nature  of  the  country 
made  it  extremely  difficult  for  the  transport  of  heavy  guns  and  supplies. 
The  Indian  Transport  Corps  and  Mule  Train,  released  from  the  Darda- 
nelles, were  therefore  advantageously  employed  on  this  Front.  But  it 
was  not  till  a  telegraphic  communication  was  received  from  the  War 
Office  regarding  their  mails,  that  Indian  Expeditionary.-  Force  "  6  J  1  ame 
to  learn  of  the  location  of  the  units  who  had  so  mysteriously  left  Mudros. 

British  Field  Post  Offices  were  already  functioning  in  the  Balkans 
and  it  took  considerable  persuasion  to  obtain  the  sanction  oi  General 
Headquarters  to  the  establishment  of  an  Indian  postal  organisation  in 
this  theatre.  Although  the  Indian  units  were  not  many,  technically 
Indian  Field  Post  Office  work  differs  from  British.  The  actual  deliver}* 
of  letter  and  parcel  mail,  so  far  as  bulk  and  sorting  go,  is  of  no  very  great 
importance  and  needs  but  a  small  staff.  Indeed  there  would  have  been 
no  necessity  for  a  separate  institution,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
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-in  and  for  th<  tteo  m  different 

vhicli  would  obviously  I..-  u    mt.  ,  to    the 

de.      [t 
lught  the  English  alpha 
address  their  l<  ah,  but  th< 

the  cunnii  in  Intelligi 

the  Indian  tro  !.  they  were 

and  wer<  ,-.i  and  ^id.-raU.- 

another      It   w  ,ll\'  impossiWi 

which  could  be  central  and  convenient    to  all    anil 

•"i  "i:  icfa   anil  a-  the  volume  o!  m 

am    such 

1,111  Office  i  al  Kalamaria  R 

7th  January  1916 and  earh  in  February  the  lortii  \|  . 

hroutrh 

Dudular.     These  thi ffii  •     i. 

•mi    \      tant  Director ,  P  |  by  an  Ii 

The  Headquai  ;  , ,        .    ■ 

mained  at  Alexandria,  but,  if  Salonica  could  1  from  \ 

it  could   aa   well   be   placed    and  liction  of  the  Deputy 

Indian    Field    Posts.    Egypt  Tl 

was  held  by  the  Dire  m  India  and  [nd 

G  dingly  disbanded,  the  personnel  remainin  Iria 

^•"!  f-  M  i  reinfon  e  [ndj       Expeditionary   P  • 

VM"  h  bi   the  influx  of  the  13th  Division  and  an  expansion 
1  itseli  ly  handicapped  in  the  i  el. 

The  In. han  Post  <  >r  but  an  arm  of  t;       T     bish 

I  <  Office  and  was  then  tbordii  the    I.  I    that 

wrvice  in  matters  of  policy  and  general  i  ontrol      The  whole  thu 
'i  •'  sort  ol  feudal  bj  stem     Field  Post  Bible  for    the 

i  t  working  of  their  offii  e  to    the    I  I  the 

I       mii!  Dire<  tor  and  the  lat  the  De]  at     1 1 

nIi..     repn  \| 

olely  in  the  hands  of  the  Depul  \ 

ind  with  the  deletion  <>f  thi 
unistrative  office  it  did  not  appear  d<  n  the     Assistant 

hrei  tor.     The  small  number  of  [nd  ether  with 

'*'  liglm  wnrk  |M»rf<»nned  could  with  .nd  effi< 

ised  by  the  [nspe<  toi    I.  eut  Gillespie  who 

nd  kn.-u  personally  the  majoi  the  Indian  troops, 

ieut.  Sen  was  therefore  recalled  I     I  !    there 

espatdi.'d  to  Vfesopotan 
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B    Oi  tobei  "I  t  be  ■  ■"  Ke-M  l'o-i  ' »,;  ■  • 

olo  ed  do^  n  and  Field  Po  t  (  m  ill  t  \\>-  unii 

v .•  bing  oi   po  '.'I  imp  i  urred  up  to 

po  bal  arrangemenl    were    tnoothlj  and  efficiei  d  out. 

miii  iide  t  be  po  bal  sphere  oct  m  in    the 

earl  the  campaign.     In  April  PHo'  a  Z<-pp«-Iin  *  r 

dropped  bombs.     One  exploded  about  20  yard*  from  Kield   I'o  i   (i 

etting  .1    1 1  [  >  [ » I  \  dump  on  fire.     [1  about  2  a.m.  and  tin 

of  the  explosion  \  h  thai  the  literally  thrown  out  oi 

The  scare  thai  it  gave  was  no1  forgotten  till  the  August  of  the 
wln-ii  the  same  airship  paid     another  visit   but   tin-  time  to  he 
down  in  flami 

A  fire  of  gigantic  proportion!  broke  out  in  the  town  of  Saloni< 
September   L917  destroying  three-fourthi  oi  I  a.     Th< 

families  were  rendered  destitute  and  homeless  but     the    sponi 

generosity  of  the  Allies  provided  shelter  and  food  to    the     v 
populat  Ion. 

It  has  been  explained  above  that  the  Indian  units  on  this  Front 
not  Located  in  a  limited  area  and  in  proximit  The 

Field  Post  Offices  which  served  them  were  in  reality   Fa-Id    P<    •    Office! 
65  and  325.  while  Field  Post  Office  33  serve 

Base  Post  Office  for  these  two  Field  Post  Offices.     Mails  from  Egypl 
India  were  forwarded  from  Port  Said  or  Alexandria  to  Field  Post  < ):; 
by  transports  whenever  there  was  an  outlet,  that  is  on  an  avei 
three  times  a  month.     The  sorting  office  divided  the  correspondence 
the  units  at  the  front  into  two   lots — for  Field  Post  Oflfo 
These  latter  offices  in  their  turn  made  up  sorted  bundle-  for  the  diffe 
units  and  transferred  them  to  the  relative    British  Field  Post  Office  - 
ing  the  Formation  to  which  they  were  attached.     With  the  closure  of 
Field  Post  Offices  65  and  325  unit  bundles  were  made  up  by  Field  Post 
Office  33  and  transferred  to  the  local    British    Army    Post    Office-    for 
disposal.     Postings  were  handed  in  at  British  Field   Post  Office  which 
dealt  with  all  legible  correspondence  and  transferred  to  Field  Post  Office 
33  vernacular  letters  and  those  for  India.     Considering  the  circumstances 
in     which    the   Field   Post    Offices  and  troops  worked  this  arrangement 
seemed  to  be  the  only  possible  one  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note    that    no 
aspersions  were  cast  on  the  postal  arrangements  prevailing  on  the  SalonicJ 
Front  at  this  time. 

The  money  order  question  was  solved  by  periodically  deputing  a 
clerk  with  necessary  stamps  and  documents  to  the  imits  at  the  Front. 
This  clerk  was  quartered  with  the  unit  at  the  time  of  his  visit  and  would 
accept  money  orders  from  the  men.  The  cash  realised  was  deposited 
with  the  Field  Cashier  if  there  happened  to  be  one.  or  if  not.  brought  to 


Balonii  'li-posal.     Tin     Bolllt  a   kn<  \\a>     i: 

appreciated  l>\  .ill  rank 

I  l . 

Tli-  I  •        m  < »!Yti  the  W  •  iel) 

■   all  available  Bi  itish  tn  li 

ibei  I91fl    12  British  uniti  wen  ■  1  i  1 1 1: 1  \  released  bom  the  Balkan 

i  arvice  in  I'  |ual  nut  ■  Indian 

taJiona  from  Mesopotamia       I  h  of  the  Ind 

h.nl  qoh  reached  approximate  m<I  foll< 

the  signing  of  the  Armietice  with  Turke)    th<  •   •    B  I 

reduced  .m.l  units  transferred    to  Turkey    where  fchei   at    u  ed  the 

of  an  Am  I  I  m      I  p to  tin-  pei i<»<1  the  Field  P    t  0 

ni  thia  theatre  were  under  the  Deput]    l»-  Indian  Field     P 

I      [>t  l.n   Ebcpedil  iona       I  ontrol  bu1  it  waa 

ll(»U      H. 

Gilleepi(  placed  in  independent  chai  this  unit.       \  I...  •    I' 

Office  and  I  Field   Poet  Office*  were  desj  !  from  India  and 

.  ed  .it  Salonica  in  ( I  1918. 

II'  was  h|m*ii«m|  at    Lembet    (tSalonica)    in    November    I91fl 
m  place  of  Field  I  which  offi<  i  vell- 

I "In-  tulli.w ni-j  Field  P       0  iblished 

Id  Po  I    <  »•''■<  e     i""     •    I  oanak. 

Field  Po  •   I  office,    KM   at    B  .    .     I» 

I   •    :  Post  Office,  I1 1  I    •   Kraanovodsk  on  the  Caspiai    S 

Field  I'       I  office,  I  k    in  South  R 

I  ■  P    •  Office,  106  at  Batoum  and 

In  i  ration  of  the  .  oing  of  the  1 1 

of  1 1     I       e  waa  changed  to  the  Army  of  the  Bla       9        nd  the  H< 

quai  .-If  m<>\ ed  nica  to t  I-        I        I  i 

mctioi  \ elling  n«l  *>]»■'  I 

Post  Office  at   Boetandjik  on  15th  April  1919  <■     II     m< 

I        bet    to  (  hanak     I  >anlanrllt.\s  at   t!  th    Ma 

About  the  I  ime  the  \  I  i 

In-  .-tli.  e  from  Baloi  I [aidei    P 

already  too  full  up  to  accommodate  tl ffice      \ 

•ziated  n  the  two  banks  of  the  Bosph< 

r\    i  w.i-  i'\]M'i  l.'ii.  .-.I  |»\  tin  nt  Dire* 

i  i  i  g  '  en 

The  Baku  area  waa  primarily  under  tl 
Force  but,  when  Batoum  waa  occupied  l»\  ti 
passed  to  the  control  of  the  S  !  V/ith 

h   1919  i  •       I.  • 


no 

Bickei     the    \      tanl   Directoi    Postal  S  th.- 

mm i  «h<  i ion  oi  i In    For*  e  but    when    the    B  mpletely 

i  I  I9ig            0ffi<  ei   and    bis  I  to 

hi'liit     The  Tub   area  wa   •  •■.  u  uated  at  abo  Field 
Po  i  <  Office  i"     <  lo  ed   down 

The  in. nl  .11  rangement    for  the    \  »i  t h«-  I 

in.illv  run  on  the    same  line    i    for  the  Briti *h 
bhii  exception,  that  direct  mails  were  <  pd  with  Bomba        ;. 

mails  continued  to  be  dealt  with  e  the  Bi  \  i       Po  I 

Office.  The  service  between  Constantinople  and  Egypt  which  was  de- 
pendent ent irely  on  army  I ransport  'I  maila 
Tom  India  and  Egypt  would  often  be  held  up  at  Port  Said  drii 
oi  sei  era!  weeks  await  ing  an  outlet  Trooj  d  to 
elieve  the  tension  it  was  arranged  to  forward  n  ■■  the  Army  of  the 
Black  Sea  by  every  available           bi    pi  i 

\    i  be  units,  one-  they  pushed  to  ( !oi 
no  difficulty  waa  experienced  in  providing  them     with     •    •   f 
facility.     Money  order  work  waa  performed  daily  except  Sunda 
Mich  units  as  were  encamped  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  an  [ndian  Field 
Post  Office  a  clerk  was  deputed  for  the  purp 

Owing  to  the  concentration  oi  the   Indian   unite   round   I 
nople  it    was     possible    to   effect    a    large    reduction    in    die    p 
establishment  of  this  Force.     Several  offices  including  the   Base     '• 
Office  were  closed  down  and  the  personnel  wa  ed.     T  iniea 

of  the  offices  on  this  front  Beemed  to  be  linked  with  those  of  the  Egyptian 
Expeditionary  Force  and  thus  after;  ationtJ 

placed  under  the  control  of  the  Deputy    Director.   Indian  Field   Pi 
Egyptian  Expenditionary  Force. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

MESOPOI  \\li A.  Oct,  L9H    Ma;    1916 
Bombay  to  Basrah 

B\    Captain    (  >\\lms.    CM        \|  H  I        l<   I 
(  Mlicial    Report 

THE  POST  OFFIi  B  OF  INDIA  wiiii  po»  E      D 

ITwas  during  the  second  M1MH  batch        P    tal 

Official  were  mobil  Bon  I    with    I  l» 

''•'  mobilisation  rried  oul  rapidly  and  the   fe* 

'"  Bombay  v.  ry  foil,  M  ^  Inur|| 

litUe  time  to  do  it    in.    The  first  official  to 
f,,,•7,,,  Octol  the  I2tfa  the  anil  had  embarked 

n"  t,p  *bich  then  lav  borin  the  harbour  until  the  1 4  th 

~  m""f  tbedifficull  ,-,|  in  mobilising  will  be 

"lllv  understood,    when    if  explained  that    the  n  •    the 

officials  who  had  volunteered  and  l" 

journeys  to  reach  Boml  me  even  arriving  on  the  date  of  embarl 

AM  these  had  to  u,t|,   unif(  and    kit     Tin 

equipment  had  to  corneal]  the  way  brom  Lahon 

The  establishment ;  consisted  of  thi npervising  offi  idthr* 

fi«t  and  two  second  ck      I         ,      •   Offio  Idition  1 

^o(  the  ipcrintendent   two  i 

-■  five  postmi  eleven  clei  ty-nine 

Towards  eve.  the  I  hi    0  ,,.,  , 

£  ""    •""'    """  '      company    with 

oth<1'  Gained  out  mbay  harboui  I  ,1(.l( 

'•',  bj  \r  the   comm< 

the  transp  [ndiaj    I  ,     p 

P1 !,i  together,  the  forming  ap  of  the 

■n  impressive  sight.    Onthethirddi 

1  com]  .,;!,  I    E    I        i;     ,,„!  ,„. 

user.  we  were  joined  by  K        i„. 

,  n"":  knownal  thetin  mBombay   D«  ,,, 

an.l  owing    to  tin  for  tin 

no  mails  wen  ,  ,m|v 

Mterthe    voyage  had  con  •  ,  ,   ,   , 

sound  f«.r  the  Persian  Gulf,  an.l  wi  h 
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II I 

The  in  died  at  was  Bahrein  in  the  Persian  < 

ikel)  '  rein  irai  not  known 

at  one  time  arrangen  i  .u„l  the  I 

island  and  form  a  i  id  p  '     v.il.  ho 

ad  tli.  i  much  •  relief  left 

Bushire.      Daring  bh<  Bahrein  ried  on 

under  difficulties,  the  chid  oi  which  the 

other  transports  lying  aboul  hali  .1  mil< 
and  collect  letfc  place  mails  on  board  tl 

which  called  at  Bahrein  la 

crowded,  and  there  was  little*  open  np  an  ofl 

pin-  aii.l  Borting  of  mails.       \      I  that  | 
ed  regarding  En  [ndis  and  die  Unit* 

»1<I  on  hoard,  and  suppln-d  to  tin-    frnops  <>u    th««   «,f!  tie- 

in  obtain  a<<  r>s  tn  tin-  ()        equipment  was  also  a  difficult 

•ls  it  ^Jis  hun.-.j  1111,1,. i-  ti, [uipment  of    other  unit*      \\ 

leaving  Bombay,  we  were  under  the  impression,  that  ti  lUld 

psuy  last  for  a  few  days,  and  in  consequence  were  not  pr»'pan*d  fm 
M  over  .1  month  and  for  performing  iffice  work  on 

ner  with  hardly  a  square  inch  of  Bpace  in  which  to  work 
w*6  to  tl session  and    to  the  best  of  1  o  the 

I  »■    leavi]  _■  Bahrein  the  m  whei  ,„:,•. 

a  short  halt,  it  left  forthe  mouth  ofthefi  \ 

rf  the  takii  !■'  ....  without  fired    by  our  the 

rela "  being  the  second  vessel  to  the    river   with   land: 

•  ill--  Turkish  Latteries  at  the  mouth  of  the  rn 
iflenced  by  the  gun  bo  i  Inirt  the 

British  Telegraph  Office  which  was  d<  I 

Buropean   Telegraph   Company 

:      The  majority  of  clerka  in  the  Iso 

nd  this  being  known,  the  department   wai  called  up 
deopei  I  Office]  I  rm 

'"tli  post  office  and  i.  h  work,   The  Btafl  of  tl  rhich  w 

D   II    i  I  tare 

luced  b  !.  when  o]  >m  the 

Indo-European    Compan)  took  oh* 
bally  closed  when  the  small  del  at  whi  leftth<  with- 

"•   the    telegrap]  in  chai  for    a 

enumeration  from  the  Post  <  >ffi<  e  theiittl 
D  addition  to  hu  telegraph  dut 

Little  time  was  Inst    it    Fan         \  ■    ■  had 

•turned  and  ever}  thing  had  I.,  land  the  >n- 

mued  up  tl  ■■  to  Al  nd  from  then        S  iniyeh. 


II I 

fin  i  li«-i  ni»   u  here  t  he  i  roop  p  funnel      N 

(•tin  iaU  "i  I--  '  "ili«  ■  ,•«  i mil ''-'1  to d 

t be  Purl     on  tl 

•  »ii  tin-  third  «i .1 l  --I  the  land  md  launches  u 

to  difficult  ie        \  ••rk* 

i> i  |)km  im'«I    ii.  land  in  t Ik-  morning  and  pei fom    r 

ordei  -    i  ollecting  . 
posted   foi   i  ■ 
u hich  connected  w ith  th<-  l  i.rkj 

had  to  spend  the  whole  daj  on  land  with  very  linlo  in  tJ  | 

(i\\  ing  to  tin-  difficult)  i  once  i 

had  (•••••ii  landed   •  silable  the 

landing  of  troops,  transport    ammunition,  and  supplies  and 
allol  ted  to  t  1m-  Post  <  Mli<  e      Be  ide  I  e  i<<i  th« 

t  i.in  ,i<  i  ion  oi  postal  businesi  on  land,  the  I 
These  were  at  first  leu  in  number  1»  reini 

arrive  and  the  Qumber  grew,  mail  U  the  more  difficult  for  the 

1m-  sen  «•<!.    The    '  Varela,"   v  this  til  into  .1  I 

sliiji.   and    the    post    office  officials   obtained    tli-  <if   thel 

horrors  oi  war."  when  the  wounded  were  being  taken  on  I 

Sahiia,  After  a  Btay  oi  about  ten  days  at  the  camp,  the  tro 

along  the  river  bank,  the  transport*  following  ew  mile>    I 

The  Turk.-  were  entrenched  at  Sahill,  some  miles  above  the  camp 

after  a  sharp  engagement  were  driv<  i  their  positioii  and 

pursued  in  tin-  direction  oi  Basrah.     A  short  hah  ^ahilL 

where  news  was  received  that  the  Turk-  1.  1  than 

the  A  ral»-  had  looted  the  town.     On  the  arrival  of  om 

the    disturbances    had    ceased.     Further    reinfi 

meantime  arrived  and  the  next  few  days  I  in  poshing  forward 

the  troops  i"  Basrah  on  river  steamerc    As  the  number  of  rivei 

were  insufficient  for  the  transporting  oi  troops,  the  P<  ild 

not  be  sent  up  in  a  body.     Small  batches  with  their  kit  and  equipment 

were,  when  opportunity  offered,  put  on  any  boat  £  The 

first   batch  to  arrive  opened  up  an  otfi< .     \. .    -j  ■;   uti-  i»-i  Mi     Ftuhfull.  afl 

Ashar,  near  the  Turkish  Barracks.     Kventually  by  the  end  of  Xovembafl 

the  full  staff  and  equipment  real  bed  Basrah. 

Bi-srah.  If  the  work  prior  to  embarking  at  Bombay  was  heavy  it  \va< 

surpassed  by  what  had  to  be  done  at  Basrah.    Our  work  was  con-iderabM 
increased  by  having  to  deal  with  the    accumulated    mails  for   the    civil 
population  undisposed  of  by  the  terrified  Turkish  official.-.     A  J)a-e  Post  J 
Office  and  Field  Post  Offices  had  to  be  opened  and  set  going,  a  site  had 
to  be  procured  and  a  camp  pitched  for  the  staff. 

All  the  duties  cannot  be  fully  described  on  paper,  but  the  Post  Office 
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officii  learnt  during  this  tin  .,„,„.. 

"*"»PW ab   We  had  hard]  ,  ,    ,  ,  ,", 

U ' """""-  tin  improving  th, 

I! |,,|  ,  nionth  J  •  ■       I         round  winch  u,  .„itH,  U;l. 

tsr&.asravs*/ 

3to  =s   ! 


,!..,,,,. I,       Th 

dice  in  the  field  and  i  M 

from  wfti<  h  il  01 

Uth h   trictlyawe "•    N|  ""'-'i  ,"1' 

nctoffic, 

del »Uecting  and  deliverii 

the  fo  !•  "."    ■ 

0 
very  of  value-payable  p  i        andth. 

% mployi 

should    send   oiderliee    to  th<    Poat  0  ' 

oftheF al  Ba  rahhave  practically  tl 

,, ndia.  The  civil  populal 

rivil  ,.,.,  office,  being  opened  up  ne 

.•ilv     These  office  ii.valiml.l-.  tl,.-  -I. 

and  the  opening  of  a  number  of  buai firm*  th„ 

even,  week.    Tl ivil  offic, 

Mohammerah,    Fao,    Buahiie,     Zob,  '       ««'• 

,,.,!,,  Saleh,  Amara,  Ahww  are  aU  under  the  control  of  th.     U 

Postal  Bervi  i 
,,„,„  ,                     A.  Baarahiaa  fairly  large  town  and 
gcattered  i1  was  found  nec« 
varioua  looalitiea  to  do  away  with  th, 
to  walk  any  great  distanc  their  poeUd  1 

another  fieldVat  omcea  were   ope 1  up  untd  al  tone  tl 

seven  or  eightauch  offi 

municationa  were  introduced  between  thee,  he  Baee  foal. 


Q  URN  AH. 


To  bo  back  once  again  to  the  tame  wh,  ih  was  occupied.    A  few! 

days  after  the  occupation,  Qurnah  was  taken  aft 
!a4  a  fore*  was  sent  to  Ahwas  and  later  still  to  S 
Basrah      Field  Post  Offices  mt  out  with  the«  and  a  t 

Post  Office  was  opened  at  Ahwaa.     No  further  movements  wer 
for  about  three  months,  when  further  activ  commei 

enemy  had  gathered  in  force  and  were  threat,,.    .  3         •  QurnaU 

Then"  followed  the  battle  of  Shaiba,  in  which  the  enemy  was  defe 
ani,  ren,,atl„i  precipitately  in  the  direction  d  NaMnyah.  The  battl. 
of  Shaiba  was  watched  with  the  great  interest  from  the  Zobeut  gate  on _  tM 
outskirts  of  Baarah  by  all  those  left  in  that  city.  The  bursting  of  shelW 
was  plainly  visible  and  through  glasses  one  caught  glimpses  of  "»o«mentJ 
„f  bodies  of  cavalry  and  acattered  Line*  of  infantry  Not  long  after  he 
victor?  at  Shaiba,  an  oflenaive  was  made  againat  the  Turks  aroumi 
Qurnah  and  here  again  the  Turks  were  defeated  and  retired  upnver .  . 
pursued  by  the  gunboata  and  troops.  Amara  was  occupied  by  our  troopu 
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me  700  Tut '.    be  i  b;    M        I  I  I  with 

mere  handful  of  tommies.     When  I  ! 
Office  for  the  Fon  e  there  1  id  I —  o  I  in  the  advance  to  \ 

the  [M>si  ntlic(  .-tl  the  troops    performing  the  journey  in  the 

ip.  i  apied  thei  I  bee    lull  in  the 

fighting  f<  ouple  of  months      During  the  lull  tl-  \\<»rk 

was  carried  oi 
in  communication  with  each  other,  while  •  I  population  ben< 

the  openii  l  0  the  most  important  duties 

•  ionfl  uprh  er  waa  I  be  ement  for  the 

English  Mail,  in  turn  r  Basrah  with  the  out  Gulf 

amer.    Thui  th<  da)     on    which  ma  rid  be 

despatched  from    Unai  rder  thai  the)  could  reach   B    rah  and  be 

censored  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  mail  despatel 
Sunday .     All  oenaoi ing  p  l 

mails  was  iisuall)   i  bed  by  i  but,  frequently     thi 

were  i  md  on  tin  mtry  boats  bad 

to  be  hired  and  despafc  bed  to  Basrah  with  a  guard.  These  boats,  provided 
b  favourable  wind  waa  blowinj  trmed  the  jouj 

The  ad\  an<  e  to   \  •  I  be  Hot   Weath< 

had  Bel  in  and  during  the  montl  at    bnara  we  were  frequently 

hard  pul  to  it  to  on  the  work.  With  over  fifty  p  I   <>f  1 1 1 •  -  Btaff 

ill  at  the  B  d  at  the  Front,  it  wa  emaining  men  to 

work  rtrj    strenuously  indeed.  Working  foi  long  hours  in  the  terrible 
heat   ■  rain  on  the  men  and  reinforcem< 

rid  not  arrive  fast  enough  to  replace  those  who  had  fallen  sick. 

The  Worst  da)     oi    \.     ist    1**1  ~>   having    |»a^cd.     arraiiL'cincnt*  \ 

made  foi  i  further  advance  up  the    Tigris    and    in    the    month 
Beptember    L91o*  a  forward  move  waa  made  to  Sannayat  l  bout 

•••II    miles    below    the    Turkish     positi<  Field     P<  (i 

again  accompanied  the  troops  in  thia  and  on 

A  halt  oi  about  ten  da)  ml  dm 

the  time  the  different    Brigade  Post  0  I.  •  chief 

difficult)  here  waa  the  procuring  of  ti  for  the 

ils  when  received,  and  often  mail*  would  not 

risen  di-li\.  b)  the  us  fchey  had  no  wish  to  burden  them- 

selves with  heavy  mail  bags  when  on  the  move,     which  \  follow 

shoitlv.    Towards  tin;  end  oi  Beptember  the  camp  k  and  the 

post  offices  Mini-  more    placed    on  board  the    advai 

Prom  .i  position. five  miles  further  up  the  river,  where  all  the 
halted  the  battle  of  rlut-al   !        i  winch  resulted  in  the  the 

Turks  and  the  evacuation  oi  Km  waa  watched.     The  postal  ements 

at   Kut  were  i  repetition  of  what  waa  done        v..- 

Assoc         ifficient  supplies  could  r>  a  further  a 
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I,  \iili  1 1  j  -  -  Field  P 

ii  in  tin  i  on  ti  I  ■ 

phon   b    all  I  ' 
to  a  ihiiiiImm  i  .■•  tl,.-  mid  not  be  b<  ad 

to  on  Km   .1   \n  i 1  '  all  ti     I 

odal  irge  nun  bea  oi  mail  ba  fi  fl"'  i>oasesai' 

,,i  the  po  tal  official  jrithdn  ' 

u I'  the  military  authorities,  one  nnall 
Eight   poatal    oflfo 

tWo  I  rid  four  m<  wl  in  K 

when  it  was  invested,  The  field  in  the 

remained  at  Am.ua  until  the  tall       I  writh  the  mail*  I 

beleagured  garrison,  about  lis  thou  of  Letter  and 

having  accumulated  up  to  the  time  that  Kut  felL 

RnMORcnf]  Kut  was  1  I  during  the  first  week  of  D<  i  1910 

1     the  -ii-  ceeding  month  lai  nforcen  ^ 

winch   had   returned   from   I-  I 

arrived  in  quick  succession,  th<   P  >rce  I 
was  amalgamated  with  that  oi   Be         I' 

offices  arrived,  with  a  number  o  clerks  and  d  •  for  the  Ba 

Some  oi  the  field  post  offices  were  rushed  to  the  V 
form  the  relief  force  foi  Kut  but    most  of  the  poatal    statl  bad 
detained  at  the  Base  to  strengthen  the  Base  Post  I  >         "fheie 
advent  of  such  large  reinforcementa  caused       -  of  work. 

The  system  of  sorting  the  mails  had  to  1" 

abnormal  increase  which  followed  (he  arrival  of  these  reinforcementsj 
Numerous  huts  had  also  to  be  1  in  the  ramp 

new-comers  and  a  large  extension  oi  tic  Base    P<  ce  had    to    be 

designed  and  carried  out.      Baldly  had  this  tin  H  passed    when 

Force  "  G     amalgamated  with  r1  *  and  remfbrcement  ><>ut 

mx  supervising  officers,  three  or  four  field  |  ad  a  fe 

clerks  and  menials    for  the  Base  joined  as.     I.  B.  F.  "  D  "  at  this  rime 
far  surpassed    in  size  and    import  any   Expeditionary  Force  that 

had  left  India.     The    several    large    reinforcement  I  up  the    work 

to    be    dealt  with  by    the    field  post     offices     by     leaps    and     boi; 
About    a  million    articles   per  week  are    being  dealt   with.    It    is    not 
Mail   Arbange-  necessary    therefore   to  dilate    on   the    amount     of    mail    matter   now 
ments.  being  handled,  but  a  few  remarks  in  general  on  the  mail  arrangements 

and  other  important  points  upon  which  eomplaii  -  t  the  F 
arrangements  in  Mesopotamia  were  chiefly  based  would  not  perha: 
out  of  place. 

As  regards  the  inward  mails  Force  "  D "  except  for  a  short 
period,  when  there  was  a  regular  bi-weekly  mail,  received  mails 
regularlv    once    a    week    by  the     Persian   Gulf    mail  steamers    which 


jhi  both  the  l  band  I  W  I;     .  .  :   K 

>"  o  m  when  the  P   and  0.  mi  .....     |,    ,llsh 

lailfl  arrived   ,•  l;  n 

new,  the  English  mails  «rM  sent  on 

emails  u,  d  in th(   B 

PnVW  |n   fll,  ,,llIv    ,; 

"•"  the  volumeof  mail  n  mall  bi  ,M 

b    f"1"  v  regularly    to  I    the    ... 

inowever  the  number oi  mail  bag 

",  ""»"'  difficult  until   the  climax  irai    reached  vrhen  III        \ 

>ined    this  I 

""-  frn,n  ftanoe  ui„-  i  oommonioatioM  and    all 

odera    conveniences    enabled  the    [ndian    Po  I    0  the 

ad    to  in .iw    the    [ndian    Dh  „,M     ■ 

first  understand  thai  in  a  primii  ,  M,     ., 

mi  "'  kanapori  considerably  stultified  the  •  the  Post  0 

"""^  a\t,,"v  i  up  the  rigi     -   Ui-al-Gharl 

™g  to  the  paucity  oi  steamen  theii  field  ,„,l.l  noi 

nythem.     With  the  staff  of  the  Field  Posl  Offioesof  the6tl    D       on 
nch  were  brought  oui  of  K>.  fieJd    , 

ices  crera   opened  to  serve  th troops.     When  leavii      I 

the  troops  u.-r,.  not  aware  of  their  destination  and  [uently  could 

their  oorrespondentfl  their  coi  doubtful 

ernng  ruaiN  for  some  considerable  time    Tl  i 
lb0  rarprised  ul„.„  mails  rolled  up  in  December  1915  and  i 
inning  of  th,.  Bteamer    service    between     M 
mbay,  mails  arrived  on  an  e  of  one  ■  ;..    The 

apparent.     Ncjtwithstanding  the  inclemency     oi      the 
atner  and  th,.  glutinous  nature  of  the  soil,  men  of  the  ,1- 

>ugh  bred  and  wretched  with  the  wei  and  cold   glad ..   ...  .•  • 

rkon  fatiguestogei  th,.,,-  mauV  and  cheerfully  trudged  thi 
,,-,|,';T  ">1"1  '  the  letters  to  the  unite  in  th-  ttvn.h, 

tans  loves  letter-writing  hut  above  all  he  lovi 

:  papers.     Mail  daya  srere  red  lettei  dayi  in  th,-   I  „- 

''■  pari  th,.  [ndian  postmasters  cheerful] 
h  rapidly  me  mails  and  to  deliver  th,-  mai  [y. 

During  the  Advance  to  WTadi    :  T)l 

its  were  crowded  to  overflowing  and  pram,  ,  v  >(|U.ir,  in, ; 

*  on  deck  &ed  out.     Bach  p  _,vm  ju  I 

ni  ,,,r  ™  \"  bis  bedding  and  kit  down  on  and  I 

»1  l»u>in.->.    c..n^,,uently  when  mails  , 
v  were  opened  on  the  river  bans  ,,,  the  poui 
l.     Ih"  Kut  mailfl  added  to  the  difficu 
idily  meieaamg  and  ■ocommodai  ,lin,i  f,,r  t1 
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,l„.  fton,      li,    .Meiedak'   with   i 
I  for  tl 

.      ..,,11,1, 1 

1„h  decided  1"',•' 

'     ndlcftl 

I,  banl  '  Tj 

,i  ,!„•      Meiediah  inirad  I 

£ly2,000bap    of.  « "kwr 

previous    reparation   for   th. 

Ti ,,,,,.,  pari  of  the  camp  af  W  •'"!"  :'  jj 

Vi ' I   waalow.bul 

,  ,      ,  Iceol  high  ground  ,  hold  *•  camp. 

E*  by  swan  py  I ■" 

"rtunate  clerks  of  the  poel  >»  hav, 

Pluvius    for  on  Mail  day.  be  caused  the  ram  to  fal 
w™4e  unfortunate  postal  offici. 
«tie*cutDvthe  pack  mules  and  i 

.  wLan,,,,u,,,,l,vfa,,    ihrOUghoUl    Feb, 

fiS'c*maad*vs  it  rained inc fly  from,  » J.U  .loppy 

ve and mSmEmL  ceased  abruptly.    The  would 

',     ,  '        „         N      withstand!,,,.   .1,,.   HT..M-   -f   -I  '"^ 

'    1 1  ,  i\«-i,l<  braved  the  cruel  ■  end    with  «« 

,    '       .,.    [the  ridiculous,  cheerfully*  "y 

weather    owing  to  the  great  demand  foi  ■h«n" 

larly  and  came  up  in  large  cons, j  ,,,   ! 

This  threw  a    tremendous   strain  on   the  Pos    Ofl 
Ktobe  procured  and  fatigues   obi  the  mads 

^assistance  of  the  Labour  Corps,  fan.  -     .-rally  obta.nable.  ■ 

Inthe     middle    of    February     the    Staff     allowed    the     A-  -rant  ■ 
Diree  or  o -etp  the  proper   personnel  and    ,-.-  *»  £ 

^^..uar.^  (^Division  and  ™e  I 

was  introduced. 

The  mails  for  Kut  were  a  .ughtmare  to  the  officers  of  the  Post  Office, 
,,  thev  were  «ettinc  too  laree  to  be  1,  oked  atter  properly      In  the  middM 
,  Km,-  1916  the  \  DP.  S.  I  ptain  Probyn  Bmith,  «\ 

1;  £  mail'  into  K«  by  .  The  t„rp-  a.erta,,  ral 

Townshends  w,sl,es  and  first  Lett  \  a  few  papers  for  General Town 

ghend  and  his  Brigadi(  dully  dropped  by     a^r0P'^* 

an      hen  at  interval  the  .nails  for  all  the  Generals,  undehvered ^ the 
beginning  of  the  seige  were  safely  delivered  by    aeroplane.    The  mans 
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Iropped  and  tinalK 
Ihe  final  .1  through   Hannah,  on  amount  <>f  letter  n 

fox  miscellaneous  officen  w<  .    \ 

sent  e  through  at  the  end  of  Man 

ii  K in  when  mail*  w<  I.  This  i  ould    only 

be  made  when  a.-mpl  •   utili^-d  ,,n  ..th.-r  work. 

I'.,  show  the  I  their  mail 

lion  i  b  dropped  on  the  rivei  bank  and  at  night  a  little  action 

fought  •  ely  no  casualt  i  by  tf. 

6th  I  >\\  iaion. 

The  outward  English  an  I  Indian  maila  from  t1     ;  bed 

once  .i  week  and,  ai  boats  a  ble,  later  deepatchei 

lutward  steam*      0 
•   the  mailfl  into  Basrah  l» 
Bundays  were  fixed  aa  the  •      I    ot     M 

:  on  was  .'xpr.'SM'd  hv  otlic.  I  men  at  the  Front  at  the 

Wral  aipt    of     mails.      Tln>     a-    1  i    air.-.:  I.    wis   and    ifi 

due  to  the  requirements  of  the  Force  ben  I  and  the  transport  I 

insufficient.     P          bort  time  two  bi    •  B-l    and    t1        -  tbeh ' 

lent  to  the  Po                               •  §,  but  me  trip  in  the           I  the 

ex  and  three  trips  in  th<  they  were  withdrawn  for 

military  |.ni|»<,~.-         \|, ..putan  I         m,,,,  and   the  first 

il  dockyard  for  a  pa  ship,  to  wit  the  good  ship  "Noah's  Ark." 

Q  naval  construction  in  its  primitive  s   and  med 

to  unsightly  but  ev<         M  with  jealousy  wl 

m  the  B  8.-4.     Why  did  i  lutical 

danta  think  of  thia   plan  of  iction       -    \  with  her  miniature  1 

a  wheels  and  herthin  smoke  stack  fii  up  the  rivei      h 

tin-  age  of  ret  ords  she  rightly  eschewed  the  claim  ••«)  and  grasp 

laid  hex  claim  to  being  the  slowe  on  the  riv(  r.    8h< 

up  to  the  Front  in  eight  ing  piecea  out  of  the  banks  and  mud 

bex  joy  waa  short-lived  red  down  again  and 

garden  of  Eden,  .  ome  loolrin  deck 

boilers  resembling  the    figui  fat   I  thin 

f  ii  nil*-]  just  | ping  over  th<  of  the  awi  I  -       \ 

Stem  wheel  propelled  the  ship      [f  8-3  -  i  wai  in  the 

tln«   wheel    revolved   f<»r  twn   mill-   and    thm   >t<»p] 

sped  fox  bxeath  m  and  th<  I    >k  bex  I 

N   bly  me  to  ped  in  fxont  of    hex  rr.  I  the  1 

n  aback  that  she  m  a  mud  l».m' 

exeatuxe  t  >  proc I  on  hex  giddy  waj      v  kin  did  8  hex 

a  on  the  Tigxi  \\  •  f  mails  on  hex 

|he  plodded  on  her  wa]  and,  loi  r  her  number  was  up    •  I  Bhe 

■uddeni  |    into  Filailiyah  having  run  about  256  milra  in   I 


Back    be  weni  the  lame  afternoon  tli<-  proud  \»>-  • 
ni  doing  t he  journey  in  tin- 1<  D  <>i  these 

weird  i  i. ih    !::  •  all(»u<-«|  to  («•  -<-iit  up  m  <  Ive 

i  i.    bj  •• "  h  boat      The  Ba  e  I'  fice  put  ill  bag 

the  lai  t  <  •  t  i  ■.    aj  nun  h  mail  up  as  |>n*>iMf.      Tin-  only 

irritated  people  up  at  the  Front  and    ome  people  n  i  letter-  and 

ol  hei    did  not    W  hen  I  M"  Munn  to<  M I  u  I.  oft  lowed 

the  Po  '  I  office  to   end  30  u  b  bo  numbei 

iO  and  now  to  Hm>  bag    p<  so  that  riioet  of  th<-  ]•  | 

be  senl  up  in  two  or  three  dayi  and  l-  end  of  the 

in, nl  ie  cleared  from  tin-  Ba 

a  ii:  ii.  inn')  During  the  advance  to  Filailiyah  Bomeol  the  mails  foi  l 

bend  and  his  officers  were  brought  up  n  f  in  and,  when  Kut 

capitulated,  these  bag    nrere  sent  through.    Th<  >f  the  mail 

brought  up  in  the  bopee   of  the  Turks  allowing  the  lettei  mail  thi 
but   Khali!  Bey,  the  Turkish  Commander,  eventually  refused    to  alL 
them  to  be  taken  up,  and  they  were  forwarded  to  Basrah  where  th< 
being  dealt  with  by  a  special  set  of  men.     The  Km  mails,  both 
parcels-;  during  their  several  tripe  up  to  the  Front  ant  tually  b 

Basrah,  suffered  considerably  through  the  rough  handlingthey 
Large  numbers  of  the  parcels  being  Bmashed  to  pulp  or  matchwood. 
Exposure  to  rain  and  damp  were  responsible  also  for  the  destruction  of 
the  covers    or  wrappers    of  letters  and  parcels,  ren  lering  the  addresses 
illegible.     No  great  difficulty  was  felt  in  disp  ■;   the  letters  for  I 

prisoners  of    war.  as  these  after  being  censored    are  forwarded  in     I 
case    of  British  prisoners    to    the  India  Office    Postal  Section),  London, 
and  in  the  case  of  Indian  prisoners  t<>  the  Postal  Censor,  Bombay,  for 
onward  transmission.     The  parcels,   however,   were   more  troublesome, 
as  a  considerable  number  were  damaged    and    were  without  ado 
or   contained  perishable   articles.     All    parcels   in   good   condition    were 
dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Letters,  but  as  regards  the  oth< 
a  Committee  of  three  officers  was  asked  for  and  appointed  by  the  Army 
Commander  to  decide  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  disposed  of. 
The  contents  of  broken  parcels  without  any  trace   of  addressee  or  sender, 
if  in  good  condition,  were  made  over  to  the  Officer  Commanding,  War 
Gifts,  but  if  damaged  were  destroyed  as  also  were  parcels  the  contents 
of  which  had  perished,  such  as  cakes,  plum  puddings,  etc.  Parcels  con- 
taining War  Gifts  were  made  over  to  the  0.  C.  War  Gifts,  and  those  with 
addresses  such  as  "  Mess  President  "  or  "'Officer  Commanding"  were  sent 
to  the  0.  C.s  of  the  Depots    of  the    various  regiments.     Six  thousand 
sacks  of  mail  matter  take  some  time  to  dispose  of.  but  the  work  is  now 
Hearing  completion. 

The  few  steamers  plying  then  could    hardly  cope  with  the   work 
thrown  upon  them  and,  as  it  was  more  important  for  ammunition  and 
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JOT  btheF  ,,-iv.fh..  mail-  |  hut  UI1,,, 

detention.     Frequent  request*  were  made  foi 

f"f,<"  Post  Office  to  enable  the  department  too]  .  ekJv 

but  the  same  oh  r..,.ly  « 

since  there  were  i  ,,  rmlir 

unly  no  help  m  this  line  could  be  given  to  th<    P 

Mnt    |m»S11,|,    lin.l.T   Mirl,    ,  ,,,„„, 

tlthough  the.Pi    •  Office  takes  lull  ad 
cession  of  LOO  bap  for  each,  fi(U 

''•'""'  difficulttocl( 

'"the  wee  ;l]v  for  the  same  n  inn  I  mm 

tweek  |  ■     Jar  weekly    n 

Btarahtothe    Front  ia  a  necessity,   and   bad    tl  ,1,1, 

;,|(    inning,  the   oomp  [ved  by  the  I  ould 

have  I,.  liable.    Not  only  complaints  of  delay  in  delivery    but 

l,,a,I,N  •;'  7-  "f  P--»'t.-I.s  in  tin-  ,,M.r,  bave  invariably   baei 

•/''•"  ".  reality  they  wen-  lyin^  in  nu,l  l^s  arcumul 
lt  /'"'  '  I ■■•"•'  inaila  •"-  ■»!•■■■         enl  up  before  the  parcel  n 

in.l  if  ui  not  surprising  that    add,,  ,,|    an  intimation 

^^tterol  the  despatch  oi  .,  parcel  and  not   having  receiv, 
iff  three  weeks  after  the  receipt  of  the  h  >mplain  bitt  ,  lav 

arthat  then  parcels  ha ve  been  [0  itolen    whilst  in 

nrough  the  Post. 

''"■  '""•"•l  letter  mail  I  ched  abnormal  proport  1  d  the 

"'/      oi  ,l";,lm-  correctly  frith  the  letten  received  present*  many  diffi- 

rarprising  ho*  the  public  in  spite  of    1  -,>  and 

till    persist    in    a.l.lr.  |       b    ,„„, 

<  "»""  simply  addressed  to  I    I.    I        l>     without  anv 

""  °J   the  u"lt    *o  wliirh   th,  a.l.lr, |lf.|ll|1L,<       Thi?    .  „„„.,, 

work  in  consulting  alphabetical    lists  and  nominal  roll*      I  ett 
•''-v  nnd  ol  vernacolai  are  received  for  this  I  ,n.l.  w\  till 

"*"•   difficult,    Qnmben   of    letters   adilress.nl    „,    Kn^lish    by     ill 
ndians.     An  example  which  n. ■■  .,,,. 

and  of  article  one  has  to  deal  with— 

■'     B    rah  City   in    Basrah.     Sahib  Office   1  to 

Atlizullali." 

|ain,  officers  and  men  oi  ,},,,]  f(1  ntll,.r  unitH 

,M"  t,,,,,r  own  regiments  are  with  the  I  neatly 

,"1  tn  different   regim(  enl  timi        Ml  these  1  ; 

ise  the  difficult 

1  h18  0WB  ,m,f-  mail«  can  never  b  but  when  th. 

aehed  the  trouble 


certain  offioen   are  mounded  ....-I  [one  do  the  H 

\,,,.ii.,      \  mail  lll-»l«  ,,r'l|T  "  '    '' 

(Ml...-      The  lettei  ich  offi(  i 

foi    Vmara    Thej  have  hardl)  left  the  Ba.  <       • 

the  officei     have  beei  ■  -    '• 

[etten  are  recalled  the  office  ',,",,,  ,( 

[1      woi  t  ...  the. 
to  the  field  poet  office  the    unit   w  th  t\ 

addr(  aie'  not  with  theunit    and  the  P      0 

it  can  botrace  theaddre    ee       ' 

by  ;,  boat  to  do  the  round  trip  to  the  front  and  bi  I 

difficult}    in  dealing  with    cor*  lence  I  n   who 

from   their  units   may   be   better  in  than  de  !••  -•!>" 

with  these  difficulties  b  special  Bnquiij  Offia    '  R.L.OJ 

is  attached  to  the  Base  Office,  which  hae  to 

letters  returned  by  the  various  uniti  to  the  P       Ofl  1  of  tl 

which   are   insufficiently  addressed.    These  men   I  i*Uy 

trained  for  this  work  and  cannot  lil)   re]  Vll  of  them 

occupy  one  but  in  the  camp  and   i         onally  b 
which  uecessitatea  most  of  them  being  quarantined  fo 
nrw  set  oi  men  haveto  Detrained  to  do  the  work. 

with  thesorters.  Thr r  four  Borten 

t(,r  each   Division  and  are  provided  with  a  listofthe  0 
List)  who  have  been  detached  from  the  unite  of  that    D  rhis  Lis! 

is  a  very  lengthy  one  and  isgenerally  committed  to  memory  b 
sorters.  "  lr  takes  tune  to  make  these  men  ex]  this  W( 

of  suspected  (holm,  occurs  in  the  camp  and  eight,  I  '<  "f  these 

sorters  are  marched  off  by  the  Medical  (  fficer,  and  work,  which  could  have 
been   done  by  trained  men  in  a  couple  of  hours,  is  iplished  u 

ditlicultv  in  six  or  seven.      The  climate  of  .M->opotanm.  "  hesM 

thiest  in  the  world  and   the  conditions   under  which  the  work 
.h.ne  are  not  ideal.     Mail  steame  crafty  come  in  the  e  g  and 

after  a  day  of  hard  work  the  staff  has  to  begin  afresh,  to  sort  inward 
mails,  at  which  they  are  busy  throughout  the  night,  i  >  effect  a 

delivery  in  Basrah  the  first  thing  in  the  morning  and  to  have  the  mails 
ready  for  despatch  up  river  by  the  first  boat  that  may  be  leaving  the 
dav      The  men  are  tired  out  and  working  sometime.-  -nt.  belo* 

normal  strength,  on  account  of  sickness,  hut  the  following  <  mwM 

be  attended  to  at  all  costs.  Officers  and  men  are  worked  at  very 
high  pressure  on  such  occasions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  letters  are  dealt 
with  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  and  very  often  by  new  draft* 
from  India.  Is  it  surprising  that  occasionally  a  letter  for  an  officer  who 
is  detached  from  his  unit  slips  through  in  the  unit  bag  I  In  France 
such  a  mistake  would  scarcely  be  noticed,  as  the  letters  would  get  back 
to  the  Base  in  a  dav  or  two  ;  but  out  here  it  means  a  delay  of  perhaps 
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i  18  days  and     v<  irally.  tin*  addn  unplains  of  th< 

.•tul  arrangements  at   tin-    I  \  gain  <»v.  m  be   P 

»  1  unit ••< l  to  a  despatch  of  only   I"" 
whole  Form  not   I-  \ 

i  h  \i  ,il  and  "  B  irally,  *  i  knoa  why  lit-  has 

.  ed  In-  and  prompt  i         '  '  I'aroel    mails 

,|  to  l  detention,  and  1 1 

es  punctually  to  time  he  jumps  to  the  conclu 
tolep  in  the  P  'I  a  loi 

in.  which  after  a  vet  •■  lengtl  esponden(  i 

■   inward  pan  el  mail 
i»f  trouble  and  J  officials  <>u  the  large  qui 

pis  which  a  eived  damaged  or  hroken  t<»  pieo-  ially  ti 

lespatched  from  the  United  Kingdom.    The  long  journ        bich  ps 

have  to  perform  and  the  rough  handling  thej   n  the 

numerous  transhipments  from  i  >  ist».s  which 

ir,.  responsible  for  p  eived  broken.     I '  a  bich 

several  tiim  li«'<l  m  -Iii.l'-  when  loaded  and  unload* 

mips,  and  have  to  b  '  hundr<  ••!  bags 

ailed  «>n  them,  cannot  be  ted  to  arrive  whole  unless  the 

jlv  packed.     I  dition  of  a  plum  puddh  pped  in 

i  piece  of  brown  paper  when  it  arrives  in  B  after  having  been  1 

it  the  bottom  of  a  pile  ot  bagi  weighii  I  gain,  tin 

oba akee   ft<  up  in  brown  paper  with  ftwinearound 

t  and  ,itliliv-trv  iiiiiiint   understand  why  the  ' 

inan\    •  ,im'.s   tli-  mm!    rv.Mi    !>«•  delivered,   as   Jiotlni  the 

ui(lr«'>s  mi  tin1  brown  paper,  all  <»f  which  ha  brads.     \ 

ela  which  do  not  -        bould 

rong  wooden  boxes  with  thick  sides  and  en<  I 

•  nu  ose      I'"  thin  wood  ai 

els  bo  packed  mnai   Invariably  be  smashed  in  I 
ailing  out  and  mixing  with  the  cont<  (  "»  the 

manner,  with  the  result  t;  out  wh 

•  1   i  on  tain  ed. 

The  outward  mails  are  much  simpler  to  deal  with  although  there 
lot  to  be  done  in  dis]  m.    The  d  cles 

addressed  in  \erna<  ul.tr  hai 

of  destination  of  each  article  has  to  be  «   it  in    red    ink. 

With  numerous  Indian  regiments  here  from  all  ps  India  th 

10  light   ta-k.  t'Nj„M  l.dlv  a^  tin'  work  1 

n  order  that  .ill  letters  posted  during  the  week  in  tl 

M  well  a-  at  the  Base,  may  be  d  in  t 

bed  by  the  ou1  mail 

i  in  the  same  building  as  the  Poet  0  I  ti  <>f  the  Hase 
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<  Iffice    op<  '  fie  lettei      \«>  and  p 

f;ii  ion  ■  II  '•'     '  ho  ••  ]><>  ted  tlm-e  «livi  •  I) 

;u  t  H  le    foi  the  I  'i.ii.-.l  Kingdom  .it i'  1  lntri'jii  r-iiuiii  !  ii'li..  addressed 

i  ii    Kngli  I  articli     fni   lii-ii.i  .i<l'lr«-    <-<l  in  \  i 

<  i   II    M  s ..  '  ]".  U  ard  and  let  d  up  iej 

in  bundles  ol  <•  bundle 

•  •|.,n,itf    hoot     into  t lie  (  Iih    •  •  Ii  I iy 

iff  of  officei    and  Indian  soldiei    controlled,  by  Ma joi  n.  the  i 

oi       \    each  bundle  of  lei  t<         d  p«.-t-  ,u.i 
and  i  ransfei  red  to  I  be  who  deal  only  w  ith    tl 

These  men  work  in  a  portion  of  the  room  occupied  by  the   i 
botI  t be  contents  «»t  | be  bundle  London.  J 

Karachi  and  I  be  rXarachi-Boml  1 1 

portanl  cent  ret  in  India.     A-  won       i  label 

stamped  by  the  Censor  and  then  it  is  ti  il  depa 

Articles  of  the  parcel  and  register  is  bav<  impre*     a 

of  the  ('en  imp  before  tl  i  be  booked  by  the  P 

the  registered  and  parcel  bags  I  be  close]  m  tl 

Nominally  only  those  articles  which  ai  I  by    Th  u 

night  are  supposed    to  be  dealt  with  by  the  <  bat  as   i     matt 

fact,    thanks    to  the  efficient  arrangement!  made    by     Major    R 
all  articles    received  in  the    Base  Office  up    to    within    ■    few    h«»urs 
of  the  time  fixed  for  the  closing  of  the  outward  mail- 
included  in  the   weekly  despatch.     0  -  the  mass  of  mail  m 

that,  has  to  be  dealt  with  each  week  and  <  •  irefully,  th< 

are  more  than  satisfactory  and  refle  litably  on  the    i    - 

between  the  two  departments. 

To  complete  this  article,  mention  must   be  made  of  the  Sea     P( 
Office  which  was  organised  to  serve  the  Poi  sorting  the  m 

tween  Bushire  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Basrah  _•  lounj 

Sorters  from  Force  "D"  proceeded  weekly  to  Bushire  by  the    out 
mail  boat,  disembarked  there  and  returned  on  the  inward  mail  boat, 
sorting  the  mail  during  the  voyage.     The  scheme  proved  very  - 
ful  until  the  mails  became  too  heavy  to  sort  in  the  time  at  our  disp 
The  space  on  the  mail  boats  was  also  limited  and  could  not  be  extended' 
owing  to  the  large  amount  of  Government  stores  which  these  mail  b 
had  to  convey.     The  Sea  Post  Office  had  therefore  be  abolished  and  the 
sorting  work  performed  in  the  Base  Post   Office.     The  chief  advantage 
of  the  scheme  was  that  mails  for  members  of    the    Force     in    Ba 
were  received  sorted  and  could  be    delivered    very    shortly    after    the 
arrival  of  the  mail. 

All  that  is  now  required  to  give  the    force  in  Mesopotamia  an  ideal 
postal  service  is  the  provision  of  suitable    river  steamers  placed    eni 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Post  Office  for  the    conveyance  of  mails  between 
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ih   and    the    Fi  \  de     foi 

and  when  tl  ompleted  and  the  Ri  ••  •    Hail  - 

blished,  complaints  will  be  uoua  by  their  abaem 


in  l*.»l  - 


I  \  i  H0DX7C1  OBI 

i:\  LTION8. 


Gbnbbal  Ob- 
g  lnisatioh  of 

Fikld  Posts. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 
i  p  to  Nov.  1917. 

THE  FIRST  SIX  I'll  \S\ 

Major  C  .1   I.  Clerici,  CLE,  O  B  I      l<  I  ,  D.D.P  S..  M  I    F 

<  Official  Report 

Brief  Account  of  th    G        ud  Evolution  and  E  of  Po 

( ffn  rat  1  917. 

THIS  Note*  Is  written  ;it  very  short  noti<  I  is'  ba 

the  first  two  <»t  tin-   tlm 
memory  merely  and  gards  the  third  year  on  direct  ki 

of  only  the  Tigris   Front   and  Lii  Communical 

2,  The  period  i-  divisible  int..  -i\  distinct  phi  imely  : 

Phase  I:  Up  to   April    1915     t!  unption   <>f  comn 

General  Sir  John  Nixon  .1-  Army  <  bmmandei  arid  the  inereaa 
of  the  Force  from  one  t«.    two    Divisions    with 

Brigade  ; 

Phase  II  :   Up  to  Dec.  1915 — the  investment  of  Kut  by  the  Turk! 

Phase  III:  Up  to  the  end  of  April   1916— the  relie 
and  the  capitulation  of  Kut  to  the  Turl 

Phase  IV  :  Up  to  Dec.  1916 — the  inception -of  operat 
to  the  capture  of  Baghdad  : 

Phase  V  :  Up  to  March   I'M 7 — the  occupation  of  Baghdad  bj 
the  British  ; 

Phase  VI :  Up  to  November  1917. 

***** 

3.  It  seems  necessary  at  the  outset  to  describe  the  general  1    _ 
nisation  of  Indian  Field  Posts 


Major  Clerici  wrote  the  Xote  for  Sir  William  Maxwell,  Director-General,  Po-:-  an 
Telegraphs,  when  he  visited  M>-?o]K>taniia  in  November  191" 


-• 


:;u 


The,  Postal  Manual  (War)  India    layi   do  normal   Bcal< 

field  poet  office  olio 

For  i he  Headquai 1 1  "  l>  Aj m)  in  the  field     . .  1 

i  each  I  )i\  i  ional  I  leadqua  i  ncludin  i         oal 

i .  .  I 

Foi  eacb  <  avalry   Brigade  .  .       I 

Foi   each    Infant  ry  Hri  .  .  I 

For  Lines  oi  * tommunical  ioi 

The  Bame  publical  ion    tat  field  w  rmed  I 

Po  '  Office  are  termed  base  posl  offi<  ml  -id  class  i\M  j 

offices.     <  kdinarily   a  base  |  o  I  of)  ce  will  h  rnili 

!.n\   base  ol  operations.     The  aormal  blishmenti  of  b 

and  field  posl  offices    and  supervisi]  in    th>-      !•' • 

Service  .Miinu.il    Postal,"  which   fixes    the  gtfa   oi 

follows  : — 


Phase  I. — In- 
ception of  Pos- 


Pcs1  • 
master  & 

l)v.  JV 
mastesr. 


Clerks.        Menials. 


For  a  base  post  office,  pre- 
sumably to  serve  the 
strength  of  a  Division. 

For  a  1st  class  post  office. 

For  a  2nd  class  post  office 


L5 

■1 


9 
\ 
2 
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It  has  been  recognised  that  the  field  post  office  of  a  Brigade  or  of 
a  Divisional  Headquarters  should  be  of  the  1st  class.  In  other  cases  the 
strength  of  the  staff  is  determined  by  actual  requirements  from  time  to 
time  and  may  exceed  the  first  class  scale  especially  in  field  post  offices  at 
large  and  important  stations  on  the  Lines  of  Communications. 


Phase  i  : — November  1914 — April  1915. 


4.     November  1914  has    been  adopted  as  the    opening  date  of  this 
narrative,  because  it  was  not  until  then  that  Indian  Expeditionary  Force, 


tal  Operations  "D"^  as  the  Mesopotamian  Expeditionary  Force  was  at  that  time  known, 
landed  in  Mesopotamia.  A  complement  of  field  post  offices,  however, 
accompanied    the    original  Brigade    which,    under    General      Delamain, 


•  •» 


-lit  from  India  in  O  191  I  the  ,,„-. 

m. I  finally  took    I  \      , 

mder  the  orders  oi  tl  e  M    if  |  |,.l(i  Nl 

'""   to  the   Expedition,     but   thii    inn.  J    official* 

>rmed  invaluable  in  colli 

by  membera  oi  tin    I  and   n  ,IK    jn 

Hers  included  in  its  number,  the 
liu-  l,v  tl"'  ,lui      '  ''       thus  "i  immun 

with  India  and  later,  linking  up  Basrah,  when  it  fell  into  the 

J2ml  November  1914. 

I"  the  meantime  tl,.  p  u}ll(.}, 

1     "•  "!••    ;  i.  arrived   in  th<     -  \ 

[ie    ""  and    the  Euphrat 
""l  ut  t,M'  Karun  lr,*m  Mohammerah  »wn  in   their  | 

W  it!i  it  came  the  fij  , 

fed  the  remainder 

u1'"1  D  risioo  undei   I 

Ml    ^"l""-  I  \  b  had  I n  established 

11  room  on  the  gro  ,f  the  R                buildij 

after  the  British  occupation  oi 

".I  deliver  the  mails  that  had  I                               cnmxkl 

ited  tnaila  oi  four  or  five  w«  ..un?ii._ 

ad  parcels;  and  nothing  could  b  led  the  joy  which 
ioned  iiiiioii);  all  i 

Real  business  khan  began  briskly,  in  :r,un.  which  i 

ite  as  the  I 
m   fresh  problems  of  ,,.,  ul,.u  difficulty  and  has  perfa 

'i.l  most  harassing  oi  all  postal  under!  -  in  the  \\  u       I   i 

>nM  Office*  were  promptly  allotted  to  I  >rtn  M  ■  rule 

Mlowed   th(  from   p 

ttention,  as  numerous  headquarters  unii 
red  ii,  and  around  the  ... 

!l  ■'  n^«l  I^Kst  office  to  tl  ral  Hospital  whirl,  r  ,},- 

N'amah,  the  Sheikh  of  Mohammerah'a  palace  on  rhl 

about  two  miles  above  Basrah.     Other  local  field 

what  was  then  known  as  the  <  ow 

Serai  and  at    bhai  \;       .,  |.,|.-, 

tioiw  had  extend.  i  Is  AI  •    K  u  u  |    ■■ 

t  the  junction  of  the 
me  miles  u,  ,l, 

7-       I  ivil  pt 

ith  alacrity,     Previous  to  the  \\  asularj 


him!  controlled  bj  the  Indian  Postal  administration,  fa  rah 

and   MohaniiiMM   n      I  •  »lli«  ••>  mil  -1  Mm- 

"•hi      im  I  i  In-  \U  it  i  1 1  «  ulmiM--  ;it  i  li«.  ••  |»i ..-  ■  I    •    Wohammeral    ; 

office    bein    i »n  Pel  ian    oil,  aloi  i  tin-  mn  I 

although    "in  ul  com  mimical  ion  i  ned  if  iras  lil 

ofi  i  ban  Us  rah  itself  unl  il  the  s  i 
Pei  ian  <  mil  route  foi  bot  li      Large  <  for    civi 

:  from  India  and  found  -it  Be  rah  sah  with  ■■■' 

delivered  a1  an  improvj  ed  office  in  i  tent        ■  gular  post  office  foi  the 

era!  use  of  i  he  oil  ilian  populal  i< 
on  the  \  bai  Si  rand  at  Ba  i   Decembei  1914,  within  a  month  of  the 

entry  of  the  British;  a  bouse-to-hou  i         tem    of    defivei  local 

postmen  was  inaugurated  ;  .1  daily  mail  e  with  Mohammeral 

barted  ;  and  a  Becond  civil  post  offi(  •  in 

March   191  1   the  late  Turkish  post  ofl  the    growing 

requirements  "I  the  place.     In  the  same  period  civil  j 
also  established  al  Eao  and  at    K 

Po8tacw.  8.     Free  postage  on  correspon  oops  in  the  field  1     I 

and  the  United  Kingdom  was  Barn  tioned  in  November  191  \.     In  tl 
of  Civil  Posts  in  the  occupied  territory,  as  well, 
[ndian  postage  ratee  and  conditions  were  introduced  from    tl 
Mohammerah,although  only  twenty  mill  hand  on  the 

same  high  road  to  the  outer  world,  continued  and  continues  under  the 
much  higher  Union  scale  oi  postage  by  virl  ita  situation  within  1 

political  frontiers  of  a  foreign   Union  country.     The    anomaly  of  main- 
taining the  Union  tariff  in  local  correspondence  excha  the 
Bfohammerah  and  tin*  Basrah  post  offii                             in    April    19 
temporarily  when  Indian  rates  were             applicable    to  such    mails. 

Mail  Services:  9      *\iA\\  communication  between  Mesopotamia  and  the  miter  world 

[tt\     \\   IT"]!       Tii  y 

.,.,.,.  W0RLDi   '  has  always  been  ma  [ndia,  that  is  to  say,  Karachi  and  Bombay  thi-    - 
which  its  English  Mails  conic  and  Lr<>.     It  is  dependent  therefore  as  much 
on  the  nature  of  the  Bervice  between  Bombay  and  London  that 

between  Bombay  and  Basrah.  Shortly,  a  third  main  link  in  the  chain 
was  to  be  added,  namelv.  the  loner,  lengthening  and  difficult  line  between 
Basrah  and  the  Tigris  Front  :  but  in  the  period  of  the  first  Phase,  only 
the  Bombay- Basrah  connection  claimed  notice.  Before  the  War  there 
Were  two  mail  services  to  the  Persian  Gulf : 

(1)  A  fast  service,  touching  only  at  the  principal  |  id  doing 
the  journey  between  Bombay  and  Basrah  in  about  5  or  6 
days   in   each   direction,   and 

(2)  A  slow  or  subsidiary  service,  embracing  all  ports  and  taking 
about  10  or  12  davs  each  wav. 


<>i 


Onthedeclaratioi 
Bntwh.       I,  ,,,„.„,; 

.' '•■::*■■' 

"..-.I....... I,-  l  ,,,„.uM,. 

';'"""""-''"    ■    '"""' -        »U>    provided     or   th.   „„„:   ,  H 

""■"••■••'  I"" "  bemad.,  v  to  when  n, 

,-„„,„„„,  ,.,  ,|„.  ,.,„  ,„.„,    g  thfromth,  .  I 

utilised  foe  maili  when  ,..  "" 

',"     h rt  'll"  the  quickest  and  in  tome  the  onlv  «.    I  Ml" 

J^butrngandcouerfrngmml by  waters  .,  ,„,.'. 

■"'r'^"" ■"'-■  odok,w« 

''         '  -    tf«gil,for t t 

l/imai    ttlnrh    was    ,)„■    ,„„.«,    ,|,M  ,„    |m. 

^'kwereeentbj  AM  which  constituted  tb v  alible 

" ;tt'-"  '"V"1'  "";':"""• '■" IbytheMilitervau^horl 

but  even  when  ,t  did  not  pronounced  difficnltiee in  th t 

TT  !  "--al,  ,,,„„„,, ,1,1,,  ,.,„„„„',' 

I"'  'T    ''■" ir:!  !"  .nvoys  which  we 

behed  by  the  Military  ,„„!„„„, 

" Ia  "'-'-•"      Che  loading,  nnloading  and  , 

med  o  mails    being    I, 

:  "  iveiv 

)•  were  delivered  '  v,. , 

teful  t,n„s  ,„  Which 

.J      1.,     I, MM     l.V     ,1  'lllllll-      ill  III  I 

eu  to  nimbi  the  c  t.asns  of  Baai 
<>f  the  stimulating  Indian  ''"' 


\M» 


Mi   •  mi  \  -.  i 
MATT! 

('0     Kfovi       "• 

['()      I  Hlll'l 

Camp   kvd   R 
Po  i  Offici 


w  mIi  the  ]  :  n    with   him   and   m 

I.,    ordei  nd  para  I  in  ih<-  Bate  F    I 

(  )|ln  .  I  u  it  h   In     appiO\  si  ■  of  ji i;i i 

stituted   m  the   Headquartei  rah      Mi    Doran  further  took 

Qote  oi  ' ho  m  foi  launche    foi  t be  postal  se 

There  wa    aeon  iderable  amount  of  settlii  fori' 

ponding  amount  oi  unscttlement  itur<*  which  I.  ially 

charai  tei  ised  <  ondil  Ioni  in  1  ,  •    dial  lo< 

banc<  -  and  frequent  a  tu  to  I  be   I  rengtfa  of  the  I 

march  to  further  improvements.     The  entire   Po  tal  l  amp  had  to  be 
moved  to  drier   ground,  while  the  B  i  e  Po  I  '  I  '  •  e  bad  to  be  I 
from  tin-  Residency  Bret  to  an  B.  P.  tent  arid  lat .      .    \i 
Mackenzie's  main  shed  .1  portion  oi  which  bad  to  be        ted  in  ai 
for  t  be  purpose. 

13.     \  bem   oi    "  Except  ion    Li  wi  skly,   si 

unit  by  unit  the  names  of  detached  and  invalided  oi 
at  an  early  -t;iLr»'  oi  the  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  th<-ir  mails 
to   be   readily   intercepted   and    redirected    at    Basrah.    Th. 
proved  of  incalculable  use  and  benefit  subsequently,  when  5  to  the 

increase  in  the  area  of  operations  and  in  the  number  oi  1  to 

transport  difficulties,  failure  to  intercept  ma  ise  would  have 

resulted  in  serious  delay  in  their  receipt  by  theaddn 

11.     Nine  field  post  offices  and  five  civil  post  offi<  the 

•  lose  "i   1'n  ibm  ond  of  Phase  I  in  a  >phere  comprised  within  the  limits  of  Ahwaz,  Qui  1 
Shaiba  and  Koweit  ;  the  postal  stall'  numbered  about    80,  inch* 

officers;  and  the  average  number  of  letter     and    parcel 
weekly  was  about  80. 


MlS(   ELLAN  1:1  'l  S 

Hatters  ;  ( 6 ) 

INSTITUTION       "I 
*•  |\\t  1  PTIOH 

Lisi 


<  ;  1  \  1:  1;  \  1. 

sni   \ih'N       \ T 


COMMEBD  \Tlu\ 

bi   G.  0.  C. 


Brief    Subvei 
of     events, 
PH  LSE    11  :   {a) 
1m  KEASE    of 
FORGE. 

(6)    Operations 

AND      EXTENSION 
OF  LINES. 


15.  Lieut. -General  Sir  Arthur  Barrett  in  hi-  despatch  on  relinquishing 
command  of  the  Force  commended  the  Postal  Servi<  e 

Phase  II  : — April  1915  to  December  1915. 

16.  In   April    1915   General    Sir   John   Nixon  aed   comn. 

of  the  Force,  which  was  then  increased  from  one  to  two  Divisions  with  a 
Cavalry  Brigade. 

17.  Operations  took  place  successively  at  Shaiba  (April  1915)  : 
in  Arabistan  (April-May  1915)  :  on  the  Tigris  near  Qurnah  (May- June 
1915)  ;  on  the  Euphrates  and  at  Nasiriyah  (July  1915)  :  at  Kut-el-Amarah 
(September  1915);  and  at  Ctesiphon  (October  1915).  In  all  these  instances 
post  offices  accompanied  or  followed  close  behind  the  troops.  At  the 
same  time,  as  the  main  columns  moved  on.  Lines  of  Communications  or 
local  field  post  offices  were  opened  at  all  important  posts  that  were  es- 
tablished in  the  rear  :  thus,  such  post  offices  were  provided  in  turn  at 


Qurnah,  Amarah  and   Kut-cJ  h      All    tin-  field  post    offices    I  • 

longing  i"  General   Townshend't  (the  6th     Divimoi    General    Ife  In 
Brigade  and  the  <'.i\.i  Lajj  when  the  final 

to  Ctesiphon  \»-<j. m      In  the  hurried  enf  wind,  tal 

If  successfully  I  all  Government  property    and  mail-   which 

were  sent  direct  t<.  Amarah.    The  Lin<  ommunicationa  field  po 

office  at   Kut  irai  left  I b< 

and  was  -hut  in  with  the  inve  and  om    British  <m' 

and  two  ln-|  "t  the  post  office  who  remained     I   Kut  to    attend 

to  <  srtain  dutiee  had  also  do  further  opportunity  b 

The  mam  net  results  <>f  the  above  operatim  t In*  | 

<>t  view  were  the  permanent  extension  "t  t r i •  -  line  up  the  Tigris  to  a   point 
below  Km.  about  260  miles  bom  Basrah,  and  tin*  creation  ol  a  new  lii 

i>n  the  Kuph  rates  u 1 1  t<>  v  ah  whfiv  t'mld  p<  tablish< 

after  the  capture  ol  that  town. 

18.  A  field  post  office  had  also  to  be  pmvid<  liushire  wher<         \  • 
troops  were  stationed  t<>  keep  the  local  tribesmen  m  check.  -hike. 

19.  I  i\  il  post  offices  followed  in  th<  '  !>08T 
everywhere  and   wei          iblished  at   Aim. rah  and  Q          >aleh  on  the 

Tigris;  at    Nasiriyah  and  Buk-es-Sheyukh  <>n  the   Euphrates;   and 
Ahwai  <>n  the  Karun.     A  bouse  had  actually  been  taken  for  the  civil 
post  office  at   Kut.  while  the  -tat)  and  equipment  for  t h.-  |><>st    others 
required  for  Baghdad  had  already  at  Basrah. 

Th*'   mam    post    Office  at    HaMah    WSS     raised    t<.   the   StatUfl   ol    •»    Hi 

P<  -t  office  m  respect  of  all  civil  post  offices  from  Coweit  upward  which 
had  hitherto  been  subordinate  t<»  Bushin 

Persian  |  mpe  Burcharged  "  Bushire  und<  a  0 

tion  "  were  issued  at   Bushire  when  that  town  was  t.i  ily 

Under  <»ur  control  in   AiiLru-t   1915. 

-I-  i  i  i      r  j.  i  Mail  J 

20.  lo  turn  to  good  account   the  period  "t  transit  from  India     •         | 

Basrah  Post  other  was  instituted  in  May  1915   t..  sort  the  mails   B 

between     Bushire  and     Basrah.     1»\     tin-    ori  perhaps    the 

happiest  inspiration  of  the  Post  <  > 1 1  i « ■  •  *  in  the  whole  history  of  the  Exp  ii- 
tion    the  maili  •  idy  for  delivery  or  timnsniission  upriver  immediat 

ly  on  arrival  rah,   and  the    Base  P    •   Office   was  relieved   of  the 

ssaity  for  sorting  tin-  maile  against  time. 

•_'l .    The  moment  the  troops  moved  ap  beg  ond  i        ih  the  clithVnlt 
of  obtaining  adequate  and  proper  traj  the  mails   began   to    b 

felt,  and  it  became  more  a<  ute  with  each  adi  [mmediately  after  tl 

action  uear.Qurnah,  when  no  craft  for  i  inir>»* 

of  the  operations,  urgent   application  India  large 
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tnOtOl     1 :  1 1 1 1 1  <  li     uitliniit       wliirli      .it     l<-,i    I      It  •     thi      I'      tal 

. ■•■  would  I"-  reduced  to  a  po  if  ion  oi  impot  • 

i    tii.it  mi. l-i  the  term    oi  the  Note  to  rule  1 1  ol  the  P    I     Mai  ual 
( II  or)  India   it  incumbent  on  the  Milita 

the  Po  '  <  Office  u  ith  the  requisite  tra  '  n ben  it 

i..i  t  be  I  teparl  men!   ai  in  i  In 
geld  foi  t  be  i  om  ej  am  e  of  i  I '  ion  oi 

anspoi  i  ba  i  been  repudiated  by  t  be  Milita  be 

I'n  i  <  )ili«  e  bai  merely  bad  to    bare  th<  ral  -h- 

and  to  bake  it«  turn  aftei    more  argent  requirement        E 
without  to  obtain  by    independent  ind  through  tl 

Military  authoritiea   Evinrude  motor   I 

the  time  oi  the   Kut-el-Amarah   opei  which 

existed  for  the  provision  ol  special  postal  iteamen  for  the  conve 
oi  mails  between  Basrah  and  the  Pront  the  Military 

authoritiei     and  it  may  properly  be  mentioned   here,  although  the  pi 
ceedinga  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  next     I  >ly 

application  was  made  for   l  '"  L"     <■!■  for  the  upoonnf 

service.    These  were  sanctioned  but  the  steamers  wei 

The  actual  arrangementfl  which  existed  for  the  conveyance  of  □ 
were  as  follows  : — 

Tigris   Line  :     By   Military  steamers   when   available.     Duri 
operations  they  were  generally  ivailable  tor  • 

several  occasions  outward  mails  had  to  be  sent  dowi 
by  country  boal  in  the  absence 

Euphrates  Line  : — By  country  boat  between  Qurnah  and  Nasiriyah. 

Kaim'n [Line  ;     Bysupply  steamers  which  ran    very  irregularly 
at  intervals  of  8,  10, or  11  days.     It  w; 

in  due  course,  to  arrange  with  M<  Mrick.  > 

agents  of  the  Anglo-Persian    Oil   Company,    for   a    regular 

weekly  service  between  Mohammerah  and  Ahwaz  by  m 

launch,  under  contract. 

Staff  situation.  22.  During  the  phase  (April  1915— December  1915),  the  situation  in  the 
matter  of  staff  assumed  a  serious  aspect  owing  not  only  to  an  initial  shor- 
tage but  also  to  wholesale  casualties  which  could  not  be  replaced  quickly 
enough.  These  occurred  during  the  hot  season  which  was  unusually  severe 
and  protracted  even  for  Mesopotamia.  As  a  precautionary  measure,  mat 
huts  had  been  erected  by  the  Military  authorities  for  the  accommodation 
of  officers  and  men  in  standing  camps.  These  huts  were  no  doubt 
better  than  tents,  but  apparently  failed  to  afford  sufficient  protection 
against  the  heat,  which  was  most  trying.  The  available  personnel 
of  the  Base  Post  Office  to    deal  with    mails   often   dwindled   down  to 


I  or  3  men   while  at  the  Front,  where  the  stall   had  t<>    live    in 

whole  officei  at  the  t ii  •  w i|»<-.l  ,.;•      \ 

magnificent  exertions  ot  the    men  who  ckfen    and    ol    tl 

(.tip  ho  <li«l  clei  dut u  when 

there  might  easily  ha  □     i  breakdown.    The  -tram.  h<»  told 

mi  the  staff. 

Phs     1 1  J  of  Post        nd  Telegrap        [nd 

Hon  ble  Mi    I     II.    Han  job    I  I   v     v\  ited  Ba  rah  in  November.    L9lfi 

i    \\a-  apjMU'ii!  I\    -.it  Ml.-. '    w  l  T  f  t   th<  of   I  be    I ' 

24,  The  region  of  the  postal  responsibilil 

braced  b\    Koweit  and  in  the  Pei         I  Full  ;    V  m  the  .""Y,,^ 

Kanin  ;  Kut  on  the  Tigris  and  N  ah  on  the Euphrafc         I    enumfo 

field  post  offices  had  increased  from  civil  post  ••three 

in  ."»  to  l<»   The  postal  st  bout  120  men   and  5  officei 

The  mails  received  averaged  about  -  weekly. 

Phasi  111  .     l><  I        1916, 

25,  Km   wsi  u  I»\    the  Turk-  early    in     December     L9 
S<»M!i   after  that    event     occurred,   infoi  eived   from   the 
Military  authorities  that  two  additional  I>i\i-x>ii-  w<  bortly 
from  France  and  that  the  number  would  possibly  be  *-nli  further  m<  r.-a-.-.l. 
That  notice  w                                       Th»-  troops  and  mails  for  them  began 

irrive  .     The  mails  which  had  i                       L  500  bags  on;  on 

were  now  all  at  once  received  in  quantities  <>t  I  Th<»>»> 

for  the  newly  arrived     Formations  wen          iimulated  mails,  and  t  r  i  *  - 

volume  generally  gre^   with  the  approach  of    CI                 ;i«l  the  New 

Y.  i       The  Postal  Service  Buddenly  found  itself  faced  with  »n 

treme  gravity   in                            >mmodation,   staff,    i  >n 
and  transp 

The  ai  commodatioii  in  the  Base  I'  which  i  ula-  D 

ted  t.»  meet  the  requirement  than  I        I » 

tirely  insufficient  for  the  mails  of  fom  D  ind  th<  difficulty 

was  experienced  on  this  account.      \  the  whote  of   Messn     ( ■ 

\|  u'kenzie's  large  shed  had  to  1  it  this  had  t         railed  in  and 

fitted,  and  labour  as  well  as  material  ¥  Thebuildii 

\\«»rk.  which  included  the 

mail  room,  was  not  completed  until  M  ril  1916,  and  f«»r 

time  in  the  interval  the  mails  had  t»>  be  dealt  with  under  most  disad- 

geous  circumstances       Extraordinai  kther  with  i 

gali-s  and  torrential  downpoui  mdition 

OF 

["he  staff  available  w  as  even  m< 

•  ion  <-\\  mur  to  the  de] 


Imrl  i  both    ;kt    f  I  nd    .it    tin-    I 

The  reinforce]  ed  in  itiMtalrm  >me  time  titer  the 

t  roope  w  ere  in  I  be  i  oui  nd  theii  m  .<i 

n  mil  he  nut  ml  -hoi  no?  m  while  casual  I 

on  i  enable    cale    i  the  inclement   i 

i In*  ni'w  .11 1 1 .  .ti    .11 1' I  the  original    f.itT  further  depleted  il 

.i    i  lie  I'M.nt  wii  I  ned,  t  he  remfon  erm  i  .it  t  h<-  \'>  ■■  • 

for  w .nit  oi  1 1. in  jpoi I  and  also   in  the  hn«t  in 

men  were  allowed  to  proceed   beyond   Ain.ir;i      Additional  huttii 

commodation   was  obtained   foi   tip-  ii  the   Base,  while 

tended  and  comfortable  latrii 
ood  b    prad  icable  foi  I  heii  u 

Oboahisatxoi  The  arrangement  for  the  disposal  of  mail*  had  to  I- 

rOB    DI8P0    11     Of  l  i  i  i    .     i  ii  I 

UAlLa  in  bana  and  complete!)  reorgan  rj  an  omcer  was  at 

Bpecial  duty  for  the  purpoee.     An   [nap*  ai     further  detailed 

hoanl  all  transports,  colled  nominal  rolls  and    n  the 

inn Liate  movements  of  units  or  detached  offioen      All   tin-    infoir 

tion  was  carefully  registered  and  circulated  ondei  the  offi 

in  charge  oi  sorting  arrangements,  who  more  ind  -u\ 

vised  the  working  of  the  sorting  department.     The  Boshire  Basrali  B 
Post  Office  was  abolished  under  orders  from  India.  owin< 
in  the  volume  of  the  mails  and  the  inability  of  the  Bi  I       India  Steam 
Navigation  Company  to  provide  suffii 
purposes  on  the  mail  Bteamers.    The  sorting  work  had.  then  f< 
to  be  undertaken  by  the  Base  Foal  Office.     The  who 
had  been  most  carefully  thought  out  down  to  the  smallest  1,  and  the 

fart  that  in  spite  of  exceptional  drawbacks    oi  ascription  ■ 

mails  were  disposed" of  correctly  and  expeditiously 
had  been  well  conceived  and  carried  into  effect.     At    a   time   of    over- 
whelming pressure  and  considerable  confusion,  the  Poet  Office  had  up 
date  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  every  officer  in  the  count: 
was  frequently  referred  to  for  information.     The  necessity  for  a  Returned 
Letter  Office  was  also  at  once  recognised  and  such  an  office    was  actually 
organised,  but  for  want  of  staff  could  not  be  properly  worked. 

Transport  29.     Transport  was  evidently  totally  inadequate  even    for  military 

difficulties.  requirements  and  the  question  of  forwarding  mails  to  the  Front,  espe- 
cially in  the  greatly  increased  quantities  in  which  they  now  arriv. 
became  a  most  anxious  problem.  To  lose  no  opportunity,  an  I; 
was  detailed  to  call  on  the  Embarkation  Commandant  daily  to  inform 
him  of  the  number  of  bags  in  hand  and  to  enquire  whether  transport 
was  available.  That  officer  was  in  addition  given  written  notice  ahead 
of  English  Mails  expected  and  of  the  transport  probably  required  for 
them.  In  this  way  it  was  generally  possible  to  send  up  letter  mails 
soon  after  arrival,  but  parcel  mails  suffered  delays  of  about  a  week  and 
sometimes  more. 


At  the  Front  the  I  difficulty  wu  i 

with  and  distributing  the  mail  I                        '•  only  ■  '" 

number  ol  postal  officials  was  .it  first  allowed  to                  I     U       uV 
uently  wa 

at  the  Front   wen  tble  \»                 imodatcd  in 

iwded  t             unit*  wei  d  and  w<                       on  th< 

fatigue  parties  were  i  unable  .  and  the  weatha 

\     oon  as  possible  '  '  ih;  B«W  p 

offices  wen          to  theii  i  fficienf                                1 

:;i      Meanwhile  the  F6\  e  bad  b<  *h«T  m<  hmmm!  l>\       I; ■  ■ 

Division  (the  I  e  maili  for  which  amount  to  about  double  of  the* 

of  an  Indian  Division.   Boon  after,  an  Indian  Division  be 

n'liiinniMn.'iit-  t.»r  th.— •  Divisions  did  not  < onuj  until  considerably  lat< 
and  as  field  post  offices  bad  to  be  pro\  id.-.  he  only  rvsuui- 

diau  upon  td  of  the  Be  ePost  Offio  • 

itly  disorganised  in  consequem 

The  maila  for  the  beleaguei  I   Kut  had  !■• 

lecting  Bteadily,  and  special  arrangements  had  to     be  made  for  their 
\         h.    Three  times  the}  w<  t  up  under  orders,  only  to 

be  returned.     When  the  capitulation  of   Kut   bad   been  d<  ipon, 

it  was  hoped  to  arrange  for  the  deliv<  lie  mails,  and  for  tins  pm 

they  were  specially  and  i  I  ;   but   the  i  -  failed. 

The  maili        I  eneral  Townshend  and  hie  aid     tl  »f  the 

■unit's  M  Kut  wiTi".  linn.  Iropped  bj  aeroplane  during  the 

and  all  landed  safely  ex<  apt  one  bag  w  bich  fell  into  the  I 

;.     In  January  1916  a  large  an<  >i  launch  which  happened 

to  I n  Mi,-  hi  liasrah  was  punh.i  the  Post  Office  with  the  sanc- 

tion of  the  Aimv  Commander  and  the  Oil  of    I'  nd 

Telegraphs.    Thi«  launch   wa  dsend,     Mails  had   I 

unloaded  from  and  loaded  on  steamers  anywhere  between  i  miles 

h.'luu  and  Magi]  1  miles  ar>    i   Ba  rah  ;  all  I  boards 

for  the  collection  of  oominal  rolls  and  Qumerous  - 
of  i t i <  reased  actn  ities  had  to  I  ••  |  erfbrmed  1»\  river.   In  i  "- 

it  ia  difficult  to  conceive  bow  the  Pc  I  01  old  have  mai 

without  the  launch  :  an. I  with  tl 
it  would  have  I n  hopelei  I  help  from  the  Military  autlu)nti< 

.".J      A  <  mnlun.'d  civil  |  legraph  "t:  /  >beii     ' 

a  market  town  about  '  miles  SOUthw< 

\  camel  e  was  started  between  Basrah  and  Koweil  i  sir 

with  a  view  to  Lri\inLr  Koi  [tucker  and  n 

munication  than   h  The  sr,   ptoi 

factorv  a  ml  was  abolished. 
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m  TIk-  I  I  of  about  l    l I  ii    tho 

Jh  tii  I  be  I M  of  'li«-  I 

01       a  Formation   <!•  ted    the    I  Kield    |>oh1    ofl         note  in 

,,JM  '  iiiiiiiJmi   froi  I  civil  |x>Mt  ofl  '.in   10  to  II      The 

.i    •  ihiiiiIm-i    of   lei 

11  •    III     flu-   |M<-<  <-<||H,'     I ' 

numbered  250  to  300  and  -  officei       The  reinfc  had  includi 

trained  men  from  Prance  and  I.  '.ho  \s<t«*  of  rh«-  ,-<•  on 

■  Mimi  of  t heir  ei perien 

.     ,,  \\  itli  the  t.ill  of  Kuf    one  Brit \*h  < »::  two  1 

Ml.  ' 

i!»iii.  Po  '  <  Mli< ■•■  and  the  stafl  of  a  I  l 

of  war,  with  the  exception  of  a  clerk  who  wa-  -i<k-  and   whoae 
was  accordingl}  effected.     Nothing  has  sinct  ird  of  r  I j •-  otl 

Tins  was  undoubtedly  the  darkest    period  for  the  P       I  office  iri  this 
Expedition;   but,  with  coin.;  minatio  th  ratal 

beaten,  with  calm,  careful  and  resolute  com  icfa  difficulty 

however  Lri«Mt  ,in<l  with  tmsparij  on  the  part  of  all,  t; 

em(  rged  triumphantly  from   tin-  ordeal,  and  the  names  of  those  v>l 
the  burden  deserve  to  be  recorded  in  imperishable  letl  >ld  in  the 

chronicles  of  their  I  depart  ment. 

36.     Genera]  Sir  .lolm  Nixon  relinquished  command  of  th.    I 
Encomium  bi  T  . 

sn;  joh»  ni  January  l'.»l<i  and  in  his  nnal  despatch  complii  I  the  Post  I  m 

Nixon,  on  its    well  organised  Ben 

Extract  from  despatch  of  General  Sir  John  Nixon,  KA    B     .1  D.( 
the  operation  of  Indian  Expeditionary  Force,  "D"   in  Mesopoi 
period  from  thi  beginning  of  October  I  I  tK   do 

mand,  dated  the  [7th  January  L916. 

I  cannot  praise  too  highly    the  work  done   by   the  Telegraph 

Postal  Departments,  the  state  of  complete  which  -ne    much 

to  promote  tlif  general  efficiency  of  tin'  force. 

******** 
The  exigencies  of  field  »  have  thrown  a  tin  on  the 

Postal  Department,  but  owing  to  the  hard  work  done  and  the  excellent 
organisation  build  up  by  Mr.  E.  (.'lerici  and  his  staff  the  results  have 
been  most  satisfactory. 

Phase  IV :— April  1916— December  L916. 

Gbnerai  37.     This  was  a  period  of  consolidation  and    preparation.     Matters 

op^hasb    vsd   De8an  to  settle  down,  but  the  Postal  Service  was  still  faced  with  the  o 
staff  wi>  ri;.\N-   tant  difficulty  of  getting  up  mails  quickly  and  with  shortage  of  staff  which. 
sport  situation.   TO  start  with,  was  very  pronounced.     Towards  the  end.  when  more  river 
steamers  were  available,  the  general  situation  a  ads  transport  ea- 

off  considerably  and  it  was  actually  found  possible  to  arrange  for  a  daily 
despatch  of  mails  between  Basrah  and  Sheikh  Saad  which  was  the  Advan- 
ced Base  and  Riverhead.  From  Sheikh  Saad  a  light  railway  was  opened 
to  Es  Sinn,  then  the  extreme  point  of  the  British  line 
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Similar  rail*  I  h  and  from  Basrah  M 

also  pra<  t  ically  completed. 

-.     The  pr<  \\  re-oi  n  invoh 

pngth  <>f  t lit-  I-  i)  «uch  new  n  u-  unit     .     I . 

anl   I  Cor]  R  i  I  aland  w    tei    I  aich  abaoi  bed 

and   replaced   the  Royal    Indian    M  i  nt   in   tins  counti 

\  -  I  ml  Motor  1  \  '  U» 

u.i-  ul  n  added. 

Genera]    Headquarters   moved   from   B  Front   in   y> 

l >♦•!•  r.'Hi  -  tin  permanently  there      L    N  1916    th< 

I  replaced  b 

3nl  <  orps,  respect  ively. 

i<>     The  appointment     of      I  >•:••;•       1 1  ■ 
il  mii  tin*  lit  d   I  December   19  I  6  and  th< 
General   I leadijuarti  'it  the  D       tor  in  tin'  latter'fl  ab 

mtrol  |M)stal  arrangements  at  tin-  Front.     At  the  same  tin 
\         int    Director  •  •  itioned  Mieikh     Saad 

which  was  the  receiving  and  distributin  Pront  and  where 

the  central  sorting  offii  bed.     Kumi  Sheikh  Saad  there  wea 

two  mam  In  communication     one  bj    river  to  Pilayah     op] 

•  and  t  !i"  <>f  her  by  rail  to  Ks  Sinn. 

11.  There waai  nsionoftl  but  owing  to   Pulo  p 
tin-  development   of  the  Lines  of   Communications  and  the  tion   " 

of  new  posts  .i  considerable  number  of  miscellai  f  offices  had 

lo  be  opened,  notabh    at  I  fiospital)  and  at    I 

(Hospital    and    Workshop.-)    near    Ba>rah  ;    ahuiir   tin'    Knphrates    Lit 
riyah  ;  and  at   Mudelil.  All  (Jharbi  and  Arab  \  illage  on  tin-   I 

12.  Combined   post   and  telegraph  offio  »'■ 
Abu  I  Khasib  about  8  or  10  miles  below  Basrah  on  the            ideof  thei 

land   oi    Abadan    I  Anglo-  l\»i  *ian    <  Ml   (  ompan\        l:   I 
Work-)   about    in   miles  below   Mohammerah.     The     former    plaot 
e«l  by  the  liasrah-Mnhammerah  ferry  worked  b)    Mi 
li  whom  a  contract   \\a  ed  into  for  the  conv<  mails  on 

thai  •  •       Vbadan   if  served  through   Ifohammi  m 

which     M  »  -  |  | 

Company,  can*)  the  Abadan  mails  free      Abui  Khasib  beii  g  in  w  i  u] 

tory  enjoys  Indian   i  Od  the  other  hand  Abadan 

is  subject  to  the  Union  tariff,  on  the  P  the  ri 

Efforts  were  made,  with  the  sup]  the  Chief  Political  0 

it  treated  as  a  British  conceal  on  (which  it  virtually  is)  for  the  purpose 
of  p  es,  but  withoi 

13.  The   Kit   mails  which   a  M 
|        els  fell  to  be  disp<iM»l  ut  duriiu»  th                                \          Col 

ippointed  a  <  ommittee  includii 

which  was  su<  miplished. 
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1 1     The   Dii  ;  [nd 

Hon  ble  Sir  William     M       •        I.  I    I  E      M  V.O     U  od  III    II 

1  rti         ||.    Pil]  ington    (    I.E    lf.V.0     P<  Boml 

id  in  » »'  tobei    1916      Tin-  »ili«  >-i  I 

w  it  li  i  he  Indian  t  roop*  in  lv  den 

advi  e  on  po  ital  adi  tit  ion 

S|M  ino*    *'  The  qui  '    field  eased  from  K) 

1 1 1 1  i    ( 1 1    1 1 1' i  * 

\  ing  ti\  e  Lnfanl  ry  Di  two  Cavalry  Hi  I  highl 

Line    of  Communication       Tl  number  of  mail  hags  rec* 

ro  e  from  1,600  or  1,800  to  Die  to!  died  k) 

00  men    and   M»  officei        \  higher  pai<    I'  lately  in  rhai 

oi  t  he  I  telhi  P(    I  (  Ml'n  <•  in  Indi  i  .    •   P<    tt 

JJhntion  oi  ,(;      Ll,,1.  | 

1N   sn:    Pnici      Jonn  .Nixon  as  Army  Command*  >-<\  th«-  I  . 

Laki's   in  i\i    factor}   in  his  Despatch  written  <»n  relinquishii  imand  of  I 

Force  in  Augusl  191 ,; 

I'n  \>k  V  :     />"'  /";"  /•  1916  to  March   1917. 
Survey.  *"•    Operations  were  carried    on  below  Hut  fron    I  »•   •■  1916 

(a)    dmim  to   February    I ' ♦  1 7 .     Mails  came  up  with  tolerable     regularity,   while 

BEB  l!"''  ,_lll;    Bpecial  arrangements  were  made  to  foi  zlish  Mails  from  Basi 

i;  I    \  i;  Y      I  !>  I  / . 

in  through  fast  Bteamen  calculated  to  do  the  joui  Sheikh  Saad  in 

<»ii  hours.     At  Bheikh  Saad  also  the  distribution  ws  ted     with 

undue  delay  except  in  two  or  three  b  found 

of  the  mails    received  and  to  accommodation  on  the  Ee  Binn  Raih 
being  required  foi  more  urgent  purposes,  parcel  mails  could  not  be  cl 
at  once.    On  Buch  occasions  the  .Military  authorities  invariably  allot! 
BpeciaJ  train  or  a  fleet  of  Ford  vans  for  the  mails 
the  detention  was  never  of  more  than  two  or  three  days' duration.  I: 
case  were  letter  mails  detained.  At  Railhead  again,  prompt  j-ments 

were  always  made  to  get  the  mails  ofi  to  unit-  in  mul- 
vans  immediately  after  arrival.     The  Christmas  Mail  of  1916  for   Meso 
tamia  was  a  record  one  of  about  3,500  bags.  It  was  disposed  of  an 
up  by  the  Base  Post  Office  with  the  utmost  speed  and  was    distributed 
at  the  Front  without  delay.      The  arrangement-   for  the  distribution  of| 
these  mails  were  commended  by  the  Army  Commander. 
\inN1K(M    Feb-  ^'     ^*  soon  •*  the  British  troops  had  established  the:  .the 

hi  akv-M.vkui       Hai  river  facing  Kut.  the  Bs  Sum  Railway  was  pushed  forward  first  tc 
un~-  Imam  and  soon  after  to  Atab.  which    became  railhead.     Lines  of  C< 

munications  post  offices  had  to  be  opene  1  at  Twin  Canal-.  Ea  Sinn  ancL 
Imam  on  the  railway  and  another  had  now  to  be  placed  also  at  At 
By  the  end  of  February  \^\1  the  rout  of  the  Turks  began,  and  then  an 
immediate  complete  change  in  arrangements  supervened  everjj 
before  Baghdad  was  reached.  The  Advanced  Base  moved  at  once  to 
Aziziyah  and  with  it  the  A.D.P.S.  and  the  main  distributing  office  from 
Sheikh  Saad;  the  Es-Sinn  railway  now  served  no  units  except  the  durnp^ 
that  had  to  be  left  behind  in  the  general  advance  :  and  everything  wa.: 
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going  through   by  ri   i         I  d  the  ,; 

for  Hiippl  '•  tain  T' 

pursuit  oi  the  Turks  wen  >f  the  field  poet  ••tlicee 

1  by  the  supervising  stall  could  go  up  I 

charge  of  an  English  Mail  thai  bad  just  arrivi  the  H 

i  delivered  it  bdad  on  the  day  foll<  i  upation 

thai   <  the  1 1th    March  1917.     Tl  with    tl 

\  |  >  p.S    Advam  ed    I'-       and  the  Advanrrd    l;.i  -     I' 

main  distribut  nfj  Ml  d) 

moved  up  from  \         ih  to  Baghdad  ;  the   I  I  '        muni< 

tions  was  extended,  practically  oke,    from 

and  .i  urn  ohaptei  opened. 

19     The  (  avail]   Dii  isioB  wu  formed  about  the  middle  of  I> 
1916  and  included  the  I  I  Bi  be 

l 

BO,     An    Idvai       :  Depot    was   instituted   .it    the      \ 

l;               u|»l>lv  field    i  ■  '      The  question 

was  also  raised  i  ed  Base  Pos1             with  the  fun< 

tion          bead  poet  office  to  deal  with  tl  •                     all  field  post  ntli<r> 

be  Front. 

51.  The  number  oj  field  poet  offii  d  the   ~ 
weekly  uim\^  fron                                       I        tail  amounted  tbout   \ 

0  men  and  10  ofl  The  clerical  and  menial  stall  continue 

to  be  below  strength. 

52,  The  la1  ide  who  commanded  the  Mesopotamian    H 
.-.litiunar'             complimented  the  Postal  S  in  his  Despatch. 


Phasi    \  I         Ward    1917  I      \  rr  1917 


i 


The  Phase  up  to  August   1917  fa  ith  in  detail   l 
m  the  Administration  B            for  thai         od  submitti  D.P.fi 

I  by  the  D.D.P.S    G.H.Q    and  it  will  be  sufficient  mei  ation 

briefly  the  principal  evi  at 

Mad   v  hitly,  insto  ."1 

oi  weekly,  mail  introduced,  July  1917, 

Mail  S  /  \ .'      ills  in  both  din 

tions  to  be  sent  exclusively  by  ti  B.I.S.N.  t 

in. ul  steamers  relegate  d  to  '  1917 

Buih  "       Removed  from  Bpl  M      1917 

B  I:  •  urned  I  Vprill917 

B        P 
■  i    (*i\  il   I"  fice  moved  higher  up  the  Strand 

ember  1917 
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(      U  Parcel  Post  to  and  from   Mi  fuly  1917. 

/  '  I  j    Kw  1 1  inaidi) 

Julj    1 '.  *  I  7 
(2)    Has]  In  i  \ •    v!.ili 

\m\  , mil.  |    1917, 

A  ui  Civil  P      Offia       <  tpen  d     No  i  1917. 

H inaidi       (1)   R<  ind  dist  ribul  I   on 

openii         '    if  Rai  July  L917. 

Railwa  [ubah  opei  i       July  191 7. 

(.*»)     Railway   to   Shiftal    and     Shal 

1917. 
(  I )     Motor  sei  via         Baghdad  ai  bdad    i 

bei   1917. 
Baghdad  Civil  Posts:    (1)     Baghd       *  P        (i         opened 

March     1917. 

(2)  Delivery  of  civilians'  letters  by  local   p 
ted     April   L917. 

(:;)    Collection  and  distributing  <»f  civiliai 

lying  places  through  the    ofl  I    Polil 

Office  n    and   the    Chw  f    Political   I  > 

1(.)17. 

( 1 1     Postage  stamps  introduce  d  i   1917. 

(5)     Regisl ration  stamps  int i  191 7. 

Baghdad  Field  Posts:-    (1)     Local   Field   I'  -   in   I. 

and  Dppet  Baghdad  Left  Bank  opened  April  1917. 

{2)     Local  Fi,  Id  Post  Righl  Bank  op  •  1917. 

(3)  Advanced  Base  P<                 Accou  (perform- 
ing timet  ion-  of  head  posl  Wished    0 
1917. 

(1)  Local  motor  mail  service  started-  Oct  1917. 

(5)  Advanced      Returned      Letter    0  1 — 
November  1917. 

(6)  Advanced  Base  Sorting    Branch   transfi  ned  to  new  Ad- 
vanced Base  Post  Office  at  Baghdi 

Right  Bank-  November  1917. 
Baghdad  Railway  Statin,,  [Right  Bunk)  ; — (1)     Line  I     9     iarrah 
opened  to  traffic — May  1917. 

(2)  Line  to  Sadiya  (serving  left  Bank)  opened — August  19 

Advanced  Base  Right  Bank  : — (1)     Feluja  Railway  opened  up  I 
Nuqta — November  1917. 

3d.)     E   <  LERICI, 

General  Headquarter-.  Deputy  Direct 

Mesopotamia^  Expeditionary  P 

Force,  General  Headqua 

The  22nd  November  1917. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

September  1917  to  April  1918 

b) 
I  he  Editor 


\     i  \  PIC  \i.    FlELD    P<  ti  i    <  >i  i  [i 

IN   A.UgU8l    I'M  7   wlie  i   I   \\                                           I  I    tffa 

w  illiam  M  the  1 1 

ineral.        \\  ould    I    lil                 a-   I  > i  -              m 

Bfeeopotamial  '    Would  I  do1  jump  at  it  and  I  iking 

any  kind  of  a  hand  in  the  I                    By  the    8th    •  ibei     I 

was  on  the  EL  1                             route  on  ilian  kit 

left  behind  in     Bombay    and    with    nothing   but    kli  and 

about  me,    The  voyage  was  li«>?  and  sti<k\              ally  t  1 1 •  -   last    night 

before  we  arrived,  when  we   were   all   gasp  \~   ^imi, 
howi                         >ver  the  Bai     •  ■            -    itt-ul-Arab,  the  i  lit 
underwent   I  magic  <  hai 

[  had  been  to  Basrah  before,  during  Chri  >13,  Thep 

que  trip  ap  the  Shatt-ul-Arab  was  tl  novel  ;  but  f 


I  If. 

,m  e  p  ' !"'  DUfl 

teamei    pa  •  and  down,  the  I  "»- 

merafa  b)   which  the   I  a«  chai 

and  above  .ill  the  buna  and  •  oi     \  bit  b  1  red    a« 

leep)  little  i  oil   no  th  Life. 

\\  i;.;  i, id  l  round  Li .  (  "1    \\\\\i\  •■-   ^l«"i    •  •"!    N' 

\-  I  aptain    Bucknei    Officer  < 

i  aptain   Probj  n  Sunt  1,  thei  <<i;  the  P  fa 

jpite  ol  the  short  time  duj  bit  h  he  ba&  r>  lf< 

Hughe*  bad  effei  ted  a  marked  im]  ent  in  the 

had  opened  the  Returned   Lettei  Office 
II      work  during  the  n  'I'-  ol  the 

i  omparal  ii  eV   simple,  though  thei 


Major  A.   Axgelo.  o.b.e. 


1  17 


There  was  little  ii  »m  in  the  ; 

luckily  for  me  and  vet}  kindly  on  hi-*  pari    Mi    \\  ilL  ,  \_-  •  •  ol  Vi< 

Mm  .  im\  h  191 3  had  •  I  ijuai  [or  me  in  i 

ernroent  billet  located  ii  tension  ol  th«*ir  building      He  and  hia 

hospitably  asked  me  to  chum  with  them      The  Beit   \.ikil 
\ eniently  Bituated  next  dooi  to  the  Base  I1       0  to  my 

own  office  and  ii  was  i  ertainly  one  of  the  n  and  ch< 

••>  nil  ih»-  I:  nt      I  was  therefore  much  in  lurk's  wa 

and  I  shall  alwayi  lo  ck  with  great  pleasure  and    gratitude  to  tin* 

hap]  i      en1  with  Hlr.  Wills,  Mi    Milboi 

Borrow  ol  ii-  al  died    n  September  1918)    and    Mi    ?  three 

the  firm.     Prom  the  \  I  bey  made  mi  •  home 

and  indeed  I  looked  on  the  Beit  Vakil  aa  my  borne  whenevei   I 
.tli 


r.i  1 1  Vakil  Basrah. 

To  plunge  bt  from  civil  1  i f •  *  into    \       efi  ithout    the 

per  od  ol >  lining  thai  an  offi(  er  usually  r i  •  experien<  e. 

No  fish  ever  fell  more  out  o!  water  than  I  did  d 

J,     The  number  ol  bum  oi  i  ommission  and  omission  committed  and 
omitted   by   me  must   have   been  appalling  ami   they   wmi  ••     Imtii 

Infinitely  more,  but  for  flae  many  moat  illy  and  tactfully  conv< 

hints  from  OoL  Hughes  and  the  others,     M  I  rushed  in  wl 

baps  ■  properly  trained  angel  would  have  feared  kL 

One  Ol  mv  first  •  Majm  l  ii  Sir  G  M  ■■■  M 

tli  •  Enspeetor-G         I,    Line  of  Communi*  whom  I  found  then 
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alwfl  .in<l  to  help  w  l 

train  \\  it  h  w<»i<l    <  . in.  h  be  did 

uppl  ii  i  .mi'  to  I  '  •  •    I '.  riiiiiiiri>l- 

lingl}  imp  nded 

f(.i  ..in  building    and  tno  ir  ai  rangeruei 

•  bere  were  i  all    on  ( ■  ■  I    rnpbell  of  the  3rd  I.  I  • 

u  bom  t  be  Po  «  (  Mli< ■•■  bad  a  il  to  d<  \     I    v, 

(no*  Ij  -Col.  mi    \    T    Wilson,  K.C.I.B.,  C.M.G     D.8.0 
Civil  Commissionei  at  Ba  rah  with  whom  w^had  much  work  in 
i  ion  with  t  be  Civil    Pos1  -    which    the    I »  „    1 '    ■ 

required  to  direct  and  organ  1 1 

Commanding    I  \\  T       from  whom  •  launchei  ami  the 

i  b  equivalent  ol  a  light  a 

J  Jul   Basrah  w  ae  only  I  bird  of  1 1 

Another  and   moat   important   thud   <..  G     H    Q  Baghdad  under 

Major  Clerici ;  and  the  remaining   third  were   all   the  ofl 

about  the  two  Army  Corp   and  thi  lengthening  I.  oi  I 


Lt.-Col.  A.  E.  Hughes.    Lt.-Col.  11.  A.  Sams.  Major  A.  X.  Other. 

it.  J.  8.  Buckxer. 


It  was  necessary  to  Bee  the  G.  H.  Q.  portion  as  early  as  possible. 
Towards  the  end  of  September  1917  leaving  Major  Angelo  to  begin  to 
put  my  office  on  an  efficient  footing  Col.  Hughes.  Captain  Buekner.  his 
brother  Lt.  N.  M.  Buekner  and  I  boarded  the  *P.  W  at  Magil  for  the 
voyage — my  first — up  the  Tigris  to  Baghdad.     I  shall  never  forget   that 
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trip.    In  spite  of  the  extreme  mom  •  the  Km. I 

nude  billiard  table,  then  tmethiu 

!?nni|)ol   Vral  •  .„„  the  b 

unningalong  with  th<  ;M  theii 

'  onvcn  ..I  Ford  vana  wending  their  way  dustil)  along  the  Lank. 

in  o           lal  block  house  I  lie  Desert    the  b 

Pusht-i-Kul    the  \.   |                      ,M.I(. 

'''•'  I'ndle*  q  a  boat  fullofofl 

with  ..  welcome  sprinklii  ,  !(.,i|v  | 

the  earl}    mornings  weredeiic  iouslj  cold  for  an  hoiu 

Up   t   .    Kilt    th.Mvfuiv  !  .|llirkl\        K| 

vent  b)  train  on  the 

"•I  ">  tiuck.     It    soundfl  much  worse  than 

'"  YOUT  camp  little    dif  whether  you 

i   truck  or  .i  Pullman. 

ii    Hm.u.li  we  found   M    oi   •  and  Cap!    a  0  both       ' 

l(  """••  and  men  bora  my  twenty  one  months  ii    ft   opo- 

is.mI  my  atlr<  tiMii  .ui.l  nlmiration. 


Captain  J.  H.  Owens.  CLE.  M.B.E. 


:ldpo^ 

N036    K  f~ 


1    U*l  UN  Bl  CKNKR,    LT.-COL.  HU0HB8,  ]  -  UU      I.:     B 

TIuti'  was  n«»  railway  then  From  Hinaidi  to  H  l]we 

h  the  short  distance  in  .1  car.     I  -1  with  M  II 

M<  <s  which  was  afterwards  my  hom<  in  Baghdad. 

I  ndei  Major  Clerici'e   wring   I    visited   with  son* 

brains  called  G.H  Q.  and  <  all.  d    1 
le)     I  >eput  \    Q  \|  ( ;     our  own  particular  l  we 

li'-'l  in  t  he  <(>    branch.     This  was  the  fii  iews 

in    the    sardab*     under    G      I!     Q     with    I  rtley 

who  remained    I »      Q     M     G     till   after   the  A  He   11 

excellcnl     friend    t<»    the    Postal    9  the  nombei 

visitor*    whom  I    always  me1  there   m<l  who  often  k»-pt  □  ting   an 

itingly  long  time,  the  Q    Branch  a  meofthe    bni 

■     II.  <,>        Vs     wi-     all     ji.i--.-il  th.-  tiiiir  .it  dav  with  the  >T .1  tV  off 
:ing    m    the    ante-room,    it    was    alv.  hon  they 

any    work    «l<»n.-    at  all.    The  apparently  lay    in   their 

after-dinner  efl  11  appalling  I »u t  n.  ^n. 


Grave  of  General  Maude.  Baghdad.     Dec.  191' 


It  was  then  that   I  •-•n.i.tl  Maml-   for  the  timl  •  I        fl 

not  bood  forget  thai  visit  to  the  Hero  o!  Mesopotamia  I,  splendid 

looking  Boldiei  with  tie  mai  of  -l    ' 

don  ding  a  method  which  waa  the  admiration  and  feej  oi  the  whole 

opotan  ditionai     For         \  1  had  the  honour 

of  dining  with  hun  and  met  him  again    f«»i  th.«  d  and  me 

for  •  he  died  two  monthi  lai 

h   was  during  that   rait  that   [  first  met  fi 
Commissioner.     Qui<  I    efficient,  scholar!}  ■    nde, 

striking  personality,     i  have  met  him  many  times  since  then 

intr  inriv.isrs  my  a-lmir.it  mn. 

I  had  to  Imrrv  back  to  Basra] 
we  were  exp  cting  ■  i  isit  from   Bii  \N  illiam  Maxwi  II  towards  the  middle 
of  October.     However,  he  postponed  his  visit  till  the  middJ 
and  I  used  the  interval  to  run  up  the    Karon  River  to  AJiwai   with  L1 
\    \i   Bui  kner  in  oui  Post  Office  launch  L.  9,  that  invaluable  craft  d 
which  a  considerable  file  grew.     It  was  a  delightful  trip,  with  cold   □ 

I  evenings  and  cool  days,    hi  Anwar  I  I  cquainted  with 

that  thorny  problem,  the  kran  exchange,  and  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
Anglo-Persian  Oil  Company,  one  of  the  main  ca  the  Mesopotamia 

Expeditionary  Poi 


j  ,1 


Lt.    X.    BUCKKER. 


The  next  episode  was  the  visit  of  Mr  William    Maxwell,  the  D.  < ... 
as    cheery   as   ever,    with     Mr.     Purssell,    his     Personal      Ai 

Tin  iv  were  strenuous  days  and  nights.       Besides    a   mass   of    work  I 
done  and  all  sorts  of  questions  to  be  Bottled,  these  were  ■  great  manv 
matters  to  talk  over  with  him,  things  ow  him  and  people 

him  to  see.     After  three    night-  of  work  up  to  3  a.m.     I  v. 
that  when  he  and  I  dined  together  at  tin    1.  G.  Ob.,      G  Sullivan, 

who  was  acting  for  General  MacMunn)  I  mistook  a  plat 
chocolates  for  an  antique  pepper  pot  and  solemnly  peppered  my  chicken 
and  beans  with  chocolates.  Of  course  the  worst  construction  was  laughingly 
put  on  it  and  it  took  a  good  deal  to  live  down  that  unfortunate 
mistake  and  also  my  error  in  failing  to  take  my  partner  out  of  three 
clubs  into  two  no-trumps  and  messing  up  hopelessly  what  would  have 
been  a    very  pretty  haud. 


IV, 


8n  Wii.i.i  \m  M  ww  n.i  mb,  l  toe.  191 7, 

\\  .•  Tn,,k  Sir  William  <l<>un  t«»  thr   And«>-IVrsian  Co      Refinei 

nbadan  and  came  back  laic  indeed  dinnef  which  t1 

!)••  Base  gavr  him  iukI.t  tli.  ble direction  o  i' 


Major  Hedges,  Lt.  K.  I     ;  r  William  Maxwell 

Li  .-(  <»i..    L.    B  IG8HA* 

Lb  Pi  of  T.  7. 

Then  Lt.-Col.  Bagshawe,  Director  of  Telegraphs,  joined  tu  and  we  all 
wenl  up  to  Baghdad  in  I  he  T<  Legraph  launch  T.  7  and  n 
ingand  cheery  voyage  up  the  Tigris  t<»  Kut  irhere  ire    took  the  trairi 

for    Hinaidi  and   Baghdad. 

The  Director-General  stayed    with  Sir  Williai  -hall  who 

succeeded  Sir  Stanley   Maude        I  ommander-in-Chiet     A    very   • 
time  in  Baghdad  followed  and  once  again  we  descended  the  Tigrii 
Amara  where,  we  took  train  for  Nahr  [Jmr,  which  wi     I  -  far 

as  the  Amara-Makina  line  had  gone.     I  shal]  remember  that  journey, 
for  Major  Clerici  and  I  lost   fourteen  consecutive  rubbe 
William  Maxwell  and  Lt.-Col.  Bliss  of  the  Railways. 

We  had  left  a  great  deal  of  important  work  to  be  finally  set- 
up at  Basrah  and  were  in  tie-  thick  of  it.  when  most  inconveniently 
unpatriotically  I  went  down  with  German  measles  and  was  spirited  away 
to  the    Isolation  Camp  at   Tanooma.     It   was  a  fearful  nuisance.     We 

could  have  settled  up  many  things  which  long  remained  unsettled,  for 
shortly  afterwards  Sir  William  Maxwell  got  ill.  went  on  leave  and  retired. 

With  this  perhaps  too  personal  introduction  to  th^  period  1917-1019 
we  will  return  again  to  Basrah  and  to  the  Postal  Service  generally. 

The  Mesopotamia  Expeditionary  Force  or.  as  it  was  originally  called, 
Indian  Expeditionary  Force  '  D,  beginning  with  a  Brigade,  had  in- 
creased by  the  end  of  1917  to  two  Army  Corps,  an  Independent  Division 
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(the    I5th)anlnd  airy  Division,  an  immem    Lii       U       mu- 

oical |M"  •'  &uge  I  \\    I  I  on  und< 

Commissioner  and  In-  Politicals,  a  la  tion  called   l» 

Mnirn-.-  antic  Basi   .1'   Basrah   an  \'\\ .1  K 

all    the  numerous  odds  .m<  1    ends  of  a  large   Irmy    in  the  Pield.     Tl 
ice  was  waxing  1)  md  it    waa  decided   by  the 

eneral  and  t  h-  i   Postn 

<  (eneral  <»ut  a>  I  tirector  ol  Postal  8ei  *  i< 

B    the  end  of  September   1917,  much  of  the  initial  i  md  tumble 

and  inconvenience  had  disappeared  oi  was  quickly  disapp  Line* 

of  rail  were  being  pushed  forward  in  many  d  Tin  I  W  1 

splendidly  organised  for  the   RJ  Hu  I  made 

it    possible  to  erecl     very    greatly    im-.-<1,-.1    Imildii  In    the    j" 

camp  a1  Bi  rah  well  constructed  mud  and  lath  lines  were  under 
construction  on  Pioneer  Road  and  would  soon  replace  the 
squalid    hovels    thai    abutted    on   to    tlm   I  U  That 

offiot  nall\   inhabiting  a   corner   of     M  G  kenzie'a 

L'oflnu n>   irrai luallv   usui|umI    the   whole.     It    Nsa-    dusty      an<l     uo 
hut    \.-r\    conveniently    situated    for   the    receipt    of     mail-    on     the 
River  Front.    The  <  Office  of  the   1 1  held 

in  p  this  building  and  there  was  literally  n<>  room  for  the  cl< 

to  move      II)  iu\ii  office  was  in  a  small  dark  room  which  was  alv 
in  .i  cloud  of  dual  kicked  up  by  the  Kurd  cool  dng  up  and  down  the 

outside.    Th<  officers1  quarters  were  hoi  and  small.    There  was 
no  prop     M  as.    Some  m< — d  in  theii  others  in  one  tent,  others 

in  another.    The  first  thing  to  do  u  leai  out  the  D.oi  P  9      office 

to  another   building    where  there  was    more    elbofi   room;  th 
much  needed  space  to  the   Baa<    Post   Office.    The  office  was  rem 
on   the    8th   February    1918   to  a    more   sp  building  in  the  Old 

kyard.    Steps    were  also  taken  to  push  <>n  with  a  M«-s>  l»ut 
t bifl  was  noi  really  ready  till  late  in  19 1 

The  general  organisation  of  the  Postal  Service  betw<      I    tobei  1917 
and  February  P.Ms  was  as  f< »1 1< »\\ - : — 

Dirkctob    oi    Postal     Services.     Usually    residu  GkH.Q 

where  he  had  i  Persona]  Assistant  and  ■  small  office.     Mam  ofl 
another  Personal  A      I  ant  at  Basrah. 

■i  i  v  Dirkctob  oi  Postal  Bun  iouG  H.  Q 
Personal  Assistant  with    Head  Quarter  I     jhdad.      The  D 

Director  of   P<  rvi.vs   (i  II  (,)     v\  Bttti 

in  the  area  north  of  and  including  Kut. 

i  •  prj rv    I)ii:k«  roa  "i     Postal  8i  en  h  as,    B 
Persona]  Assistant,  with  Bead  Qu  Basrah,  \\a>  in 

all  arrangements  in  the  Sooth  ol  K       ad  at  the] 

\\  <  loMMAHDING    BiSl     Pi  I  I  BASRAH 

by  an  attached  officer,  in    charge  <>f    the  lot  in  Basi 

Captam  Buckner  \sa-  ( Mfioer  ( kraimanding  during  1 1  od 
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An  Officer  Commanding,  Base  Post  Office,   Baghdad.    Captain 
A.  I.  I\  Browne  hejd  this  appointment. 

Returned  Letter  Office  (R.L.O.)  al   the  Base  in  charge  of  a 
Manager,  Sergt.  Major  Richman. 


i 


Captain  J.  S.  Buckner  outside  the  officers'  mess.  Basrah. 


A  staff  of  Assistant  Directors  of  Postal  '  Services 
working  under  the  direct  orders  of  each  Deputy  Director  of  Postal 
Services. 

A  staff  of  Inspectors  working  under  the  orders  of  their 
Assistant  Directors  of  Postal  Services. 

The  whole  of  the  Lines  of  Communications  were  formerly  in  charge 
of  a  single  A.  D.  P.  S.  working  under  the  orders  of  the  D.  D.  P.  S.  ,  G.  H.  Q. 
The  charge  was  clearly  too  great  for  a  single  officer  and  it  was  decide  d  to 
divide  the  Lines  of  Communication  for  Postal  purposes  into  Upper  and 
Lower  Lines  of  Communication  each  under  an  A.  D.  P.  S.  The  Head 
Quarters  of  the  former  remained  at  Baghdad,  and  fhe  Head  Quarters 
of  the  latter  was  fixed  at  Amara,  an  important  postal  centre. 

An  A.D.P.S.  was  also  appointed  for  Kut  where  the  transhipment 
of  mails  for  Baghdad  and  beyond  took  place.  This  officer  was  also  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Kut-Hinaidi  River  Section  which  was  then  served  by 
a  Travelling  Field  Post  Office  on  board  a  launch.  Lt.  Shujat  Ali 
was  given  the  appointment. 
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Li    Sm  mat  All 

In  February  or  March  1918  an  A.D.P.S.  Lt.  K.  C.  Sen  was  transferred 
to  the  D.  D.  P.  S.  G.  H.  Q.,  as  an  extra  IN  rsonal  Assistant  to  work  the 
rather  intricate  mail  arrangements  at  the  G.  H.  Q.  Forward  Area. 


Advanced  Base  Post  Office,  Baghdad. 
(  Formerly  the  Turkish  G.P.O.) 


I.;., 

■  k  i  be  wort  of  the  Advam  ; 

<  Hi,.  ■•  ,,t  tli.    id  ..:  i  H  H  ri  in 

feptembei  1917  it  lecided  in  consultation  with  open 

i  ,,,.,,    \,j   .,,,,  ed   B  •  i    Poet  (  mIm  e  in   Baghdad  it*  If  I 
vrenienl    handling  oi    ma 

effe,  ted  in  '  bei   the  office  ilf  of  th<  ent G.P.O 

,,t  the  Turk    oeai  the  (  UtadeL    The  othei  hall  ■••  upied  »  I 

Office  which  did  a  considi  rabl<  amount  <>f  work  for  the  Civil  |h»j»u 
lation  oi   I'-     bdad.  En  Janu  II'1  out 

in  immanding    thi     nan    offi(         Th< 

,u  i  ii,,  rj  \\  m  It  and  effected  a   i  ment  in  the  p 

in   Baghdad  and  the   Forward    Irea  though  th<  still  >■ 

mom  foi  improvement .  especially  in  the  delii 

In  December  L917  •  Id  poai    ofl 

between Kut  and  Eiinaidi     afewmile       outh    of     Baghdad  and     i 
head  to  work  the  important  poatfl    on    tint    line    LD      P   3 
pointed  ai  P<  rsonial  Assistante  to  the  D.D.P  adD.D.P.S 

Base,  .i  ato  p  which    relieved     thi 
amount  ol  petty  details  and  enabled  them  to  move  about  ely. 

The    development   of  the    Postal   Service  from   Octobei    19   • 
March  1918  will  be  Been  from  the  following  figures  :— 

October  1917.  March  1918. 

(  )|]ic. ■• 

I  )t'j)in  y  Post  mast 
Inspectors  of  I'.  Os. 

Field  Postmastera  and  clerks 

Menials 

Field  Post  Offia         

Among     the     new     field    post  offices    were     those     at     Ramadi, 

Khani(|in  (on  the  Persian  border)  and  Ruz, 

There  was  a  shortage  of — 

8  Inspect- 
14  Ovei 

169  Clerk-. 
212  Menials. 


I  1 

_M 

i 

16 

61      ' 

71 

L61 


T\  r  POfl  i  m.    OFPICJ  ILfl    i\     i  N  ft  i  IOK  M.    DR1 

kThia  shortage  was  one  of  the  most  |  I  the  problem*  to  be 

okled.    The  Postal  Serviot  had  m>  margin  what  winch 

the  <  Sold  \W.it  h.  •  alent  and  in  the  Hot  ¥  rampant. 

i  William  Maxwell  ful I \  appreciated  the  situation  .uul  got  th<  G 
ent  <>f  linliii  to  iin'ivasc  tin*  iiiiiiiinuin  ]  the  clerical  rai  R     100 

a  month,  with  the  result  that  by  February  1918  our  shortage  was  onh 
- 1  clerical  and   109  menial  staff. 

Th  •  volume  of  work  done  be1  weei   I '  d  I    binary 

will  [».■  realised  from  the  following  figures  showing  the  monthl 


eived  from  <  h 
.it  pare  'la  received  from  Ovei 

■  letters  rea  \\  ed 
*tered  let  tera  posted 

eived 
ek  posted 
Money  <  tad<  rs  iasued 

\  .ill!.' 

1  Unregistered  letters  receh  ed 
Unregistered  letters  post*  'I 


toi 

10,479 

:;i 

1,231 

746 

7  681  : 

oTl 


Those  t'lLMir---  represent  only  the  M                                                 I 

Work  and  <!<»  not  include  derable  volume  of  work  don.-  by  the  Civil 

i  office  winch    was  in  pari    m  inned    .m<i                                    by 

the   liesop             I  ; 


Owing  i-»  the  in  M|"^'  freight  ?l" 

\     |-    |-  ch  an  extent 

i         ,,,.  i  post  and  \  P  P  therefore  itopj  B 

i„  India    ,„,,,  di  covered  that  they  could  send  article*  of  unlimil  M 

red  lettei     po  I      1  nning   of  L) 

,.  ,,i  tl, 

(,i   pebi  e  number  ol 

between    10  and  800    tolai     mostlj    pie< 

avenue  oi   lending  good  B  ;in'i 

ubsequently  closed. 

The  postal  camp  at    l'...  ral 
1918  consisted  oi  men.      I 

amount   oi   manage  tnent    it   tb 
and  well  being.     Hitherto  an  A    D    P    -    hi 
l„.  found  mm  .  which  wm  not  often.     An appointmenl 
intendent  was  therefore  as!  ed  foi  and 

Hum.  r  waa  appointed,  while  the  Offi( 
Office  waa  also  made  Officer  Commandi  '  I  ' 

an  immediate  improvement  and  the  Po  imp  in  time  became 

of  the  besl  ran  campa  al  the  Base.     Mr.  Hon* 
waa  affe  rwarda  promoted  to  be  an  ml    Oil 

vieeg      \    Recreation    Hu1 

(wife  of  Mr.  C.  II.  Harrison,  l.«   -    Officiate  a    D 
later    Mrs.  Sharpe  (wife  of  Mr.  W.  >.  Bharpe   D  rof  Telegraph 

waa  provided  with  Indian  musical  instrument!     Thii    ■•■-  ih  d 
rt  rts,  the  practising  for  wind,  helped  greatly  to  ke< 
spirits  of  the  men.     A  most  successful  i  '    ' 

Week  L917  by  the  Postal  Stall  in  the  Parcel  Sortii  [  [J 

firsl  of  many  other  good  ahowa  organised  by  the  lead    a 
Postal  (  amp.  chief  among  whom  waa  Ghulam  Habbi,  the  'Lurk-now  P 


GHULAW    N  m:ii  II.  P 


I  quote  from  my  Re]  Q.  H.  <  .-1,    \|.,.,  h 

P(  6TAL  (  iMi  Bi  turn  t<>  th<    I 

!                       it  imp]                 'ti  the  Postal  <  amp      I 

an  o                     and  el-                    I'  R  bioi    H                               erly 

tiuu    well  fitted  up  ;m<l  meete     I   understand,  .til  the 

requirements  <»t  1  he  Sanil  I                                     R 

has  now   I ii  i           I  wit h  concrete.  B                                       be  new 

.  which  runs  into  the  Postal  '  amp. 

\  ti.'W  road  and  i  mo1  p. 

I !  Th<   Postal  H  I   red  f«  »r  the  Base 

,«1  ..in  of  12  gam< 
Thia  i-  mo 

i  on  which  to   j'i 

i  a 
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Bi  linMii  >n  1 

Ion"  with  tho  1  I  r 

ad 

'  Tl:  on  I. nt  ha    ..  hi, i.  i 

Willi    |). 

■  Tl  ..-II  ofl   foi    M                                                     1- 

m.  The  YM.i    \    I 

Gift    ha  th  K 

,\l\   thai  bo   Mi      I1 

5     M   <     \  Foi  .ill  t h  •  li.  ||)  u hich  tl.. 


Burmese  Orchestra,  Base  Postal  Camp,  Basrah. 

'The    who],'  spiril    of  the   Camp  ia   dii  erfulnesfl 

reigns  in  the  place  of  d<  piesaion.  The 
Probyn  Smith  who  ha-  d(  voted  all  ol  I 

this  important  Bide  of  our  ( lamp,  and  my  thanks  are  du<  *  i  Mr   :   '. 
Captain   Buckner  and  the  other  officera  at  the   Baa    for  th^ir 
in  the  Camp's  welfare  and  their  contributions  of  money  and 


Outside  THi    Basi    P<       0  B  •  - 


The  pivot   "t  I  be   Postal  S  !  I      Baa*    P<    I  I >fl  i      1 1     rah. 

It  was  here  thai  all  mails  for  the   I  »m  India  and  Europ 

tid   dealt    with.     The   work    wa  and   required 

Mail  ■  '1  in  their  hundreds  and  thousands  by  • 

•  f  from  K   ■     hi  and  Bombay       Ea<  I  bag  I 
and  articles    had  I  dcen  out    fox  officers   and  sisters  who  were    not 

with  their  units.  The  numb  r  of  rach  was  legion  and  n  *«  d  a  - 

voluminous      I    ception     List         tmpiled   from   the   lat 
eeived  from  t!      II-      tals  and  Third    Echelon.     T        I.  q  work 

sup  v\  ised  by  Mr     I  no*     K han  9  irti    wh< 

by  heart.     Then  the  bags  with  their  I«»«m1  \»  in  Basrah  had  t< 

d  and  forwarded.     All  tin-  outward  mad-  passed  through  the  Base 
1  •  •  i u •  - •  and  many  <>f  them  had  to  inged  f< 

1       "i-   whos  •  offi  in  the  B        (  I  Idded  to  the  v.  the 

Inward    and    Outw     ■■:«»..•■.        \|  til    was   the    VeTJ     VoluminOU 

■he  Inland  Mails  and  mails  foi  Mohammerah  and  k<      it.     The  work 

md  difficult,  but  in  Captain  Buckner     I    had    an 
splendid  organising  ability  was  I  the  principal 

cessful  working  of  the    Postal  9  ..!  up  the  line. 

\'    outsl  ending  problem  on  my  arrival  wa  R  L.0     R  I  u 

I  i  i  This  had  been  op  ned  1>\   Li    I    I    Hughes  in  March  1917 

loon  after  his  arrival  from  K^ypt.  hut  it  was    undern 
irorked.     In   consultation    with     <  Campbell   the  D.A.G    Third 

•don   1 1:-     K.L.O    was   made   into  Unit  i 

entirely  almost  by  P.  I  tnanent   B  d  with 

\   '     0      nd  B.O.  Rs  and  12  Postal  rant.      It 
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the  I!  Mi  shouh dertake  dU  the  redirecting  work,    to  October  L911 

173803  article*  bad  been  sent  to  tbe  Third  Echelon  for  redirection,  but 
,1,.  reorganised  R.L.O.  quickly  reduced  thii  to  23,907  for  March  1918  and 
was  soon  redirecting  98  to  100  per  cent,  of  the  leti 

l„  order  to  improve  the  redirection  of  articles  by  the  Unite  them- 
selves a  proposal  was  submitted  in  November  thai  a)l  detached  men  and 
convalescents  on  h  ing  paid  should  be  obliged  to  -  ud  a  post-card  giving 
their  address  to  the  Officer  Commanding  their  late  I  mte.  Iln-  proposal 
waa  accepted  and  was  embodied  in  aG.B.O.  I"  had  the  desired  effect 
and  considerably  reduced  the  number  of  articles  returned  to  the  K..UU. 

An  amusing  incident  occurred  in  connection  with  a  letter  addr. -I 

to"Sir  William  Marshall,  O.C.  Anglo  Indian  Corps,  M.B.F.      1  he  letter 
went   to    the    Anglo  Indian  Regt.   whose  post    orderly  marked  il     as 
'unknown'!     It   went  to  the  E.L.O.    which  sent  it  nf>  to  G.H.Q   and 
delivered   to  the  C.-in-C,  I  was  asked  to  explain  the  delay  in  deliv. 
and  did  so,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the  G.-in-C. 

The  question  of  transport  for  the  mails  was  from  the  outset  of  the 
campaign,  one  of  great  difficulty.  According  to  rule  the  Army  is  required 
to  supply  all  transport  required.  Actually  and  naturally  it  could  only 
supply  whatever  transport  could  be  spared  and  during  operations  this 
was  often  very  little.     But  the  Postal  Service  always  received  very  sym- 
pathetic treatment  when  transport  was  asked  for  and  in  course  of  time 
a  good  deal  was  done.     The  extension  of  the  railways  solved  many  of  our 
difficulties.     For  example  in  November  1917  the  mads  went  by  J ram 
from    Nahr-Umar    (some     80     miles     north     of    Basrah)    to    Amara, 
From    23rd  February  they    were    sent    all    the    way  from    Makina 
just  outside    Basrah    and     at    the    same     time     a     Light     Railway 
was  constructed    from  the    back    door    of    the    Base    Post    Office    to 
the  railway    station  at  Makina.      It    was    thus  jpossible  to  send  mads 
by  rail  a/thewayfromtheG.P.O.  to  Amara.     At  Amara    they  wem 
shipped  on  to  up-going  boats  and  went  by 'river  to  Kut  where  they  were 
agate  entrained  to  Hinaidi  and  later  to  Baghdad  East.     There  was  ato 
a  very  efficient  Ford  Van  Service  between  Hinaidi  and  Baghdad-(untd 
the  Hinaidi-East  Baghdad  Section  was  opened)  and  another  between 
Baghdad,  Museyeb,  Hdlah  and  Kufa.     In  March  the  Deputy    Director 
of  Postal    Services  G.  H.  Q.  arranged  for  a  daily  service  to  and  from, 
Hillah. 

In  November  1917  the  personal  comfort  and  mobility  of  Postal 
Officers  at  Basrah  were  greatly  enhanced  by  being  provided  with  .a. ^ord 
car  and  a  Dodge  car  exclusively  for  oi«ja™^veryj^ 

"^Tamed  after  the  Makina  Mai  Sus  or-Liquorice  Machine,  a  ™^»f  |°stan^  %  \ 
Greek  word  being  adapted  by  the  Arabs  and  eventually  becoming  the  fam.har  name 
British  Camp. 
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venience.  At  the  Base  it  was  practically  impossible  to  gel  a  car  from  the 
Pool  under24  hours.  The  two  cars  of  our  own  changed  all  thai  and  made 
an  enormous  difference.    At  G.  II.  Q.  on  the  other  hand  it  was  reryeasy 

to  get  a  car  from  the  Pool. 


Corporal  Pearson  and  on;  Doixjk  Car. 


On  the  9th  of  January  1918  I    went  up    to    G.  H.  Q.  and    joined 
Major    Clerici    in    No.    II    Mess,    then    in    New    Streel    opposite   the 
S.   and   T.   Depot.    There   I  spent  some  very  happy    months.     On  the 
4th   of     February     Major     Clerici     and     I    went    off   on    tour  to    see 
the    Hillah    Area    which  was    then    rapidly    opening    up.     We    spent 
a  miserable  night  in  the  open  on  the  outskirts  of  EDllah  where  we  got 
stuck  and  another  uncomfortable  night  and  day  in  the  Turkish  Barracks 
al    Hillah.     Then  Major  Macpherson,*  the  Political  Officer,  Hillah,  very 
kindly  took  us  in,  in  spite  of  already  having  a  house  full  of  officers. 
While  at  Hillah  we  paid,  of  course,  a  visit  (my  first)  to  Babylon  which  Is 
only  a  few  miles  distance.   From  there  we  went  on  to  Kufa  and  Nejef 
where  we   stayed    with    poor   Captain    Marshall,  the    Political    Officer, 
about    a    month     before    he    was    treacherously    murdered.      Thence 
we  went  on  to  Museyeb  and    Kerbela  and  the  Hindiyah  Barrage.     It 
was  a  most  enjoyable  and  interesting  tour.     Major  Clerici  was  an  ideal 
travelling  companion,  our  drivers  were  excellent  fellows  and  the  more 
difficult  things  got.  the  more  cheery  and  resourceful  they  became.     The 
desert  air  was  exhilarating  and,  except  for  ram  on  the  first  day.  the  sky 

*  In  civil  life  a  partner oi  Messrs'.  Grey,  Mackenzie. 


Office  oi    mm.  D.PJ3.    i     Bj   sdad. 

was  ev<  i  .1  cloudless  blue.     It  was  on  tin-  trip  thai   I 

and  appreciate  Major  i Herici'e  'bo      G  V  ai 

M.  E.  K.  seemed  to  know  Gabriel.     Once  he  ; 

a1    Baghdad    West.     The   menu   which   he   had   drawn   up  began 

1  Supe    went  on  with  "  Fish  Prid     ai 

Ship         '  Where      we    asked    "  ia    the  -I"  briel  '.       "The  j< 

he  replied  "  is  included  in  the  tomato  - 


MABRIEL    AND    Ya.SIX. 

Qasar-i-Shirix.  February   1918. 


.1 

I  in  the  month  Majoi   I  I  I  again  went  this 

I .    ■  and  *  Third  <  Ba  [nl 

guson  was    L  D.  P.  S    \\  ■  m<1  nig]  ps  }\  Q 

and  the  next  da  >ut  for  a  long  ran  to  K        qin    pa 

•  •\  er  the  J       1  Hamiin  and  the  Kadarrah  R  Kl  aniqin     « 

we  S\  I 

M  —  in  a    li  5us  'I  bak<  r\ .  Thia  was  certainly    I  be 


Mi      |  I,,..  .  ii    l. ut  miii  h<  id  it  wi  ""I  in  iIm-  )i«»t 

mont  h      I  ■   I ■•  ■  ■  "•   but  f«»r  thi 

K  haniqhi   was  I    • 

|..  ople     noun  bed   I'',    out    ratioi 
.  qualid  bazaai  bad  almost  an  animate<l  a] 

The  ii'  ■   Wi  ut  "ii  to  t  Ii.    fool  <>f  the  Pai  brougfa 

11    que  billy  country  mam  i     ruined  vilL 

and  i  be  famine  b1  ricken  vil  It  811     P  il  t  \u> 

i  ni  oi  i  be  l>'  inarching  the 

'liberties'  ol  Soviet   Ku    ia      Wt     ■■■■•■  them  again  th< 
the  fool  oi  the  Pai   I  up  the  lull  aide  without  tt   mpl 

;ii  b  formation,  Looking  cold  ;ni<l  miserable  in  the  di 
Le  lie,  their  commander,  turned  asid<  at  the  m  «.f  th<  l  *  1*1*- 

detachmenl  oi  Hampel  'I  drank  the  bealtb  «»f  '    I..      \    ..'    .  • 

Anglais."  h   wraa  man}   gem  ration  and 

and  '  be  onlj  Scotch  be  und<  rstood  wa     {»•'   I 


Outside  G.  H.  Q..  F.  P.  0.  Majob  Clkbici  in  thk  Cab. 

On  our  way  back  it  began  to  rain,  and  then  every  dip  in  the  undula- 
ting icad  meant  a  probable  delay.  Some  times  the  car  s_r<>t  through  the 
mud,  sometimes  and  more  often  it  did  not.  Then  it  meant  pushing  and 
pulling.   Sometimes  a  wheel  would  get  frei  unotheV  us  with  a  e 

bath  of  mud.     Motoring  along  the  Persian  road  w  iting   but  not 

always  amusing. 

Soon  after  our  return,  General  Altham,  the  Quarter  Ma-*  --ral 

in  India,  visited  my  office  and  asked  many  questions.    Two    days    later 
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Colonel    V.    (       I  ■  \   rountai  I  |»hs, 

pd  to  look  into  our  a<  i  ount  h  \\  hich    I  >und  in 

OOOd    null  i 

<  Mi  the  1 6th  of  Marcl  Major  <                i  I  visit*  «1  the 

\    I  >    P   H    Li  laylor)                                             d  with  the 

1           <  omiuumlci   i  \\ 

with  him  .iikI  u  it h  l  I  be  I »  \   and  QM  G    M    chief im] 

sinn  ol  our  visit  to  i  h<  m«1  t  he  fat  Hon 

mud      I » 1 1 t   i,.  ithei    rain  nor  mud  I  the    spirit            the 

I       ■  \  u  here  you  would  1  w  Ih-tIiii'j.  t  h< 

On  the  21st  of  Id         Col.  French  and  I  returned  I  ping 

night  at  Kut  and  ■                        Lmara with  General  A  the 

tit.   whose   hospitable   Mess   was   alwa)  -   oj  the 

ml'  ollii 


Hi  OH     I  B       -I'M'. 

W  e  arrived  at  Basrah  <>n  the  2<  hortly  afterwards 

nch  left  for  India. 


I  //  IPTER   \. 

1st    \pril    1918     1st    May    1919 

Bj    I  be  Editor 
[prd  191  ;/    i      • 

THESE  thirteen  montbi     1st   o!  April    1918  to 
were  full  of  interest,    incidenl    and    hard    work    for    all  ol 
In  the    back-ground    wac    the 

German  onslaughl  in    the  W  est      W 

bul  did  not  talk   much   aboul    them,     v. 

only  anod)  n. •  to  our  foelu  I  '  '""k-  f'''T    tn;'" 

improving  our  particular  "shows"  in  Mesopot  re   bel] 

stave  ofl  the  evil  day  of  de  o    the   joj 

which  actually  dawned  on  I  lth  November  19 

The  period  was  one  ol  consid  rabi  '"  Tne 

Postal  Service  .M.  B.  P.  Tl  <  i ^- i  1  : 

clear  thai  the  time  must  booh  com  •  when  it  must  hai  I  ffiicer  o 

own.  sir  Percy  Cox  bad  discussed  this  with  S  i  William  Maxwell  du 
his  visit  to  Baghdad  in  November  L917  and  had  specially  asked  for  M 
Clerici  for  the  appointment.  On  the  1st  of  June  intmenl 

Deputy  Director  of  Postal  Services,   Civil    Posts,   Iraq,  wa 
Major  Clerici,  who  had  so  Long  an  illy   worked   as    1  »• 

Director  oi   Postal  ServL  esG    B    Q    and  the  Poi     ucd  \i 
office  for  one  of  his  own,  and  thenceforth  1 
Civil  Commissioner  than  with  the  Dii 

relations  were  still  very  close  and  by  cordial  co-o]  etween  him 

and  me  and  bis  officers  and  mine  we  wei  mutual  h 

other.     Tli.    result  was  that  the  gradual  absorption  of  the  Field   I 
Offices  by  the  Civil   Post  Offices  during  the  process  ofd 
in  the  early  part  of  1(.»1(.»  w  aparatively  and  the  final  absorpj 

tionof  the  former  by  the  latter  in  May  1919  should    ha\ 
accomplished  but  for  the  unreasonable  attitude  by  th< 

On  the  appointment  of  Major  Clerici  as  D.D.P.S.<5vu\  Major  Anu-lo 
came  up  as  D.D.P.S.  G.H.Q.  and  Major  Probyn  Smith  became 
D.D.P.S.  Base. 

The  areas  and  work  of  the  two— now  threes — Deputy  Directors.  P 
Services,  were  well  defined  and  there  was  no  overlapping.     During  rhis 
period  the  Base  Post  Office  was  made  an  independent  unit,  and  the  0.  9 


I  I  r 

0  i  ■ 


1 


- 


A  v< 
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Cait.  Augier.     Lt.-Cul.  Sams.     Lt.  Azevedo. 
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had  control  ovei  -ill  field  post  officer  in  tin*  I  .1    much 

an. I  verj  useful  itep     Bach  D.D.P.S  and  tin   O.t  B 

almost  complete  control  ov<  i  hii  owj  ••I<>-1  .til  detail 

D.P.S                I  t<»  himsell  i  he  -1  thus    had  I 

•  to  ii,  u  of  \\ hich  I 
w<  re  man 

1 1    much    m  tin- 

In  April  1918 
on  the  lnitiativ<  0.  (      I         P      0      Hit 

□  Pi(  Id  I 

idered  on  a  laj  1 1  unly    i 

in  the    Postal    Manual       But    tl  of    the     P 

and    tli  mditions    approachii  iril    life 

made  I  he  \     l.    rah   it    \\  >n   in 

order  and    from  t  he    Bast1     Post    Offi<  ill 

delivered  b)    postmen  and  from     field    }>• 
dailj  avei  \   Bimilar  post  mi  n  "s    del 

at  Baghdad,    with    the    result    that    in    I  1919   the    I> 

Rider     Let tei     9  better    known    as    the    I  >  l>'  LS 

lished.     It   could   have  bolished  had   tl 

sooner  had  the  m<  d  for  the  p  \-   \ 

men's  delivery  wat  introduced  <>n  tit.  191 B. 

An  Bxpn  -     I-  ghdad 

ih  on  the  9th  Nov<  mber  1918  in  order  to  avoid  » 

which  took  place  by  the  ordinary  mail  route.    The  usual  I 

mails  l>«-tu.  IkI.kI  and  I  -  110 hours  1  I '  >\\ n. 

ry  l«»MLr  tn  00  mil<        I  •  I  the  ti  Ived  t  w 

shipments  <>f  mails  from  train  •  Iway  joun 

and  on  the  1  p  journe}  uoc<  rtaint  j 

necting  with  the  Makina-An  It  the  A 

th.it  the  I    I  ■    I.    -'  I 

ts  plying  between  Kul  \  knd 

I  Hn  I .'  . 

she  ■  time  w 

i     donbtedly  the  id(  al  with  the  pro  bleu 

ti  tin-   Rase  and  G  II  Q  i  I  it  all  1 1 

planes  were  requi]  militai 

J  work       \  re  'li«l  on  * 

the  air.    The  fii  on  tin*  1 1th  «•! 

an  visited  Baghdad  in  I  I         \ 

strictly  limited  mail  wa 
There  was  consid<  rable 
titer  some  mishaps  dulj  D  the  201 
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,     I  919    ben  the  R  \  I'.  informed 

•  \  i  ould  11L 

i    impn  h  anot  hi  i 

delivi  i.  'I  at  I  on   Lit  0     the  14th        il    <  h  1919 

l,i    Col    \    I     W  il  on  tl-u  to  <  airo  en  n  the  P< 

\    in. ill  in. ill  'it  u oicfa  .ii rii 

in, im  i     and  wai  -li  po  i  d  ol  b)  i h«  \  ■        I '       0  Bui  il  U 

mail    □  ■  riou  Ij    than  intendi  the 

,u\  enir     let  ten  addi  I 

propei  I  '  he  inclusion 

or   In-  office     ol  .1   n  'l«ir«  — «*i 

w  it  limit  .,  red  lit  .' 

( )n  1  he  I  -'  oi  Januai  jr  1919  I  IOI.S. 

d  bel w< ■••n   Basrah  and  Ajnara      I-  did  ex<  ffhile 

it  Lasted  bu1  it  wi  ed  on  23rd  ol  March  when  the  rapid  den 

iK.ii  oi  t roopa  rendered  it  nm.  F  rom  th< 

L919  .1    weekl]  1  vice   was  opened   b 

and  Aliwa/  on  the  Karon,  giving  Ahwaz  with  thi 
mails  a  week. 

The    tampering    of    mails    betwi  1  d    [ndia     .m<l 
a  grea1  deal  oi  trouble  and  resulted  in  ;i  Large  numb 
[appealed  to  General  St.  John,  the  Bmbarkatioi    Conn 
bay  for  help  and  with  bis  co-operation  the  ly  ceaa 
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Major  Rich  R 


In  June   1918  Major  1  1th,  D 

<1    Inn 

<»!    1 

r     l>ut  in  June  it   « &a  I 

1   the   ■  I  '  .-s  and 


176 

,.,.ii  it  u,|,   ,,i  i !  \u  i'i»'  »'»j  in 

nation  •■  ompli  I"  d      'I  !i< 

ol  i be  ii"  'i  di  |"  ruled  n  ' he  i'<»»\  w  I 

which  I  '   like  i  lock  wo\ 

|  I!      l,i»     and  I  fl  Ri<  Imiar 

strid  \ pnl   191 9      By  0 

.M.I  from  l><  cembi  i    191 
amounted  to  anything  betw<  en  100  l»* 

January    l!>bs  it    *en1  36 

Decen  b<  i    191       111,  in    H 
tribute  to  the  effici<  w  be  R.L.0 

oj  ( laptain  Buckm  i  I '  L  ( •    ■      • 

of  i  be   English  Mail  on  arrival  h  and 

i  housancb  oi  I  ttera  and  *ave  them  an  m. 
w Imli  i be  add  bad  I-  t' . 

The    3rd     Echelon  eras    dulj 
(in  December  1918,    I    beli<  a  bitch.     I  had 

down  from  Baghdad    and    found   on    my    table  i 
Campbell,   the    D.A.6.    3rd   Echelon,  tl       R  L  1 1 

sent  sixteen  bags  of  mails  onarecenl  i  '1  promisii 

oufl  offence  would  not  b.  ited     I  turned  over  the 

.iii.l    found  an     indignant    letter    from  l  omplaii     - 

breach  oi     faith  on  the  part    of    the    I        I    Bee.     I  could  not  n 
n  out    and  called   for  S  liajoi    Richma 

■■  What  is  all  this  about  t"  1  asked  bfully. 

A. smile  flickered  across  hie  plied  "  We  lend  e  ght 

every  day  for  the  eight  sections  of  the  office  oi  the  3  belon.    I  I 

day  their  office  was  closed,  £         sentsixl  -    the  next  day." 

••  And  how  many  let  here  in  these  m.v 

•  About  80,  Sir.  all  told" 

11  Where  are  they  ?" 

••  Hen  .  Sir,  The  Head  Clerk  of  the  3rd  Echelon  threw  tiu  m  back  at 

us." 

I  called  for  the  car  ami  the  Sergt-Major   and  I    sped    to  the   3rd 
Echelon  at  Makena.     I  entered  the  G         d's  office. 

II  I  have  come  Sir.  about  these  sixteen  bags  of  mails/1  I  -aid. 
'.'.Yes  I"  he  said  frostily. 

"  Have  you  seen  them  ?" 
"  No,  I  have  not!" 

••  Well,  Sir.  1  shall  be  glad  if  you  will.     They  are  outside.     A  baby 
could  lift  the  whole  sixteen."* 


1 


I  > 


Th-    I         ral  jumped   up  and  dah 

,}„•!■    i  I  ail  •  Head   « 

in  i    spoke    \\  ingcd    woi  i         H 

I  itMicral  ajx  I   we  had 

■  h.it  with  the  Head  <  lerl  ol  I  h<  belon. 

in  September   19  the  D  iphs 

le  with    19 

911)     ".  I    ofti<  ,  -    \\.   ■  1    lx»tW< 

ad  lot  I  1 12  in 


0  1 1 


\    I  :d  m  the  torn  -\>i>  r  the  Post       0  I   I 

red  .t  great  deal  ol  inconveni<  •  '         I  he  hut 

\i  •    |'.    ...  •  ded 

irith  lights  and  fana  till  June  1918      Owing  hoi  and 

ther  it  was  not  in  full  use  till  Septembei  1918  when  I 
h.mI  from  U*ave  and  taking  the  Mess  i]        i   i  ran  it 
S       only  <li<l  he  beautify  the 
idmiration  ;m<l  despair  ol    other  less  pie  l»ut   he  laid 

lawns  mul  flower  l><  <i        B     Nov*  the  Postal  0 

M     -  lx»tli  insiili*  .itul  out  1  to  none  I 

The  tenuis  court  was  finished  on  Decembei  19 

the   i 


r 

•    dn  adful  n  of  th«« 

the  end    eemed  to  com4   witharufih,and  when  it  di«  I  my 

m.   t  li.it  i ! :    \\  od  that  before  loi 

!»••  honn  I  I 

t  be  'l-'\  oted  i  I .■    Shujal  A I >  the  A.  D.  P.  8      \  i    rad<-  •     : 

ordered  for  t  he  121  li  For  ."II  t  roop«    »  hen  thi 
foi  I  he  King.     I  did  nol  intend    I  I  tumbled  out 

in  .i  dree  ing     gown    and  joined    otu   men    w]  in  thi 

I'  P.O  compound. 


P<  >S  i  Al.   OfFIC]  3£  H. 

Major  Probyn  Smyth.  Major  Angblo,  Captain  Buckni 
Captain  Thompson,  Lt.   Little.  Lt.  I  Lt.  Bell. 

In  December  1918  we  -  •■  I  by    the    Bon'ble    Mr.  ^•■••firej 

Clarke,    Director-*  al     of    Poets     and    Telegraph?  with 

Mr.  Meredith,  Director  of    Traffic    Mr.  Purssell,  and     Mr.  Burlingham 
After  a  shcnt  stay  al   Basrah  we    (including    CoL  Bagshawe)    all 
up  to  G.H.Q.  on   S,       I     a   spacious    and    comfortable    launch     whicl 
Sir  George     MacMunn  very  kindly  put  at  our  i  L     A  trip  on  th( 

Tigris  in  the  Cold  Weather — in  a  comfortable   boat — is  :y  pleasurj 

a  t^le  experience,   especially  when  there  is  a  f  victory    in  th* 
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\ ■  i ,  i !  I  |     If]    <  nd  tic  Mi    I" 

wlio  unfortunately  bad  sprained  his  ankl<    badh  durii  j  tin* 

up  dined   with    I  h  U 

( lub.    [t  was  a  cheei  which  we  shall   all  remen 

»ort  hern  Pel     i  ii     \  . . 
u  boli   line  hroi     Ru         l  it  ap] 

\       •  :i  •    1 1  look 

alt.  i    ; he  500  n  mmuni<  I       I  Pi    I 

( Offices    w  ln«  li    had     I  K  H  K     vm, 

<li  and  the   I  Post  Office  I  ind  H 

G.H.Q       and       «l    tin-    pi  id     I 

\|i  P.S     on    the    27th    September  191        A  Lf 

Shalom    wa  '  'I    w ith 

the  coi  respon  I  he    P  I  ind  the 

onnel  o 
ately  «  ffected  I    impittt  i  menl   in    t  he 

this  long   and  difficult   line  .m<l    I    i  'liat     I   .li<l 

it  in  Septeral  er  oi  this  lin<  had  alu 

lifficull         I    itil  loi  j  Armistice     1 1 • 

uough   and    the   mails   sui  I 


B     14  Mi:   G    R.  (  5am      Mr.  R.  M  irrdi  i  h, 

Mi:     B  :      M\       I 

al\\.i\  a  .i  Large  numb  r  ol  b  I  he  diff< 

\i   t  mi. »  n    was  impoM  ibl  I  was 

to  anin  I  •••  holly 

i  \       [t  Was  of  com  afull)    rIoh  .     Th( 

Often  arrived  e  nount  <>f  i 

an  1    i  1.1.  i  \ .     The  li  umulal 

•  he  in-  failun 


I  I) 


|l    .■       M||«     I    |,l  I    '  '  '1  if 

from  t  Ik-  "in  i  t  ;  i      had  be< 

t  ii,-\  apt  i<  ly  de  ired    and  d<  O.H.Q 

,II1(|   ,i,,    ii    Q    p(  i  i. it,  I.        '  sip  they  i  oakL 

there  nol  enough  mechanical  for  all  tli.it  H  nr««l 

|o,     There  wai  often  nol  enough  petrol  f<»r  purely  mil 
'I'd.   in. nl-  had  |" 


By  the  Water-  of  Babylon.  M     Geoffrey  (  larke.  Lt;  Col. 
Sams,  Major  Angelo,  Mr.  R.  Meredith.  Lt.  James.     Dec. 
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When   after  the  \  bh<    Bril    I   troops  from  the  Middle    I 

lined  handx    in   the  (  urith   N 

I  to  the  British  Forc<    l  tinople.    This  entailed  the  ti  r  on 

be  I  •     M  irch     1919  ol   th<    I'  •  Id    Poet  0  Hen 

li,  of  the  36th  and  391  h  Bi  Deput)    D  Postal 

in  i       I    nstantinople  and  Li    B  .  Baku        \ 

Bal  i      Tli.-  appointn  \  I »  I' 

bad  (Qizil   Rol    I  .1  and  Li    s]    l.-m  u.,  I      Lf).l\S 

hi  Lim  immunication  with  Headqu  '       ih. 

In    Pel  1918  th     Pei     u    I 

inistei  □  had  GLH.Q 

the   P<  i  i. in    letl  :    ghdad         -  i; 

i  mails  and  tfa  m  Bushire  and  Teheran  wa 

ik<  .1  originally  mail  only  fivi  but  the  nu 

I 

•i  Line        I 
>'l  ,;<'    I  •'   in. ill  rom  th<  cumulal 

.1-1  I-'.  mails.    While  ]  i     lugust   1918  I  d 

r  with  \|    \|,  the  Dii  I  Pei 

i.  with  nit  that  by  ' 

''  ■  Jin 

Lnother 

in  Pei  IK 

I    mrouni  I  I 

■  ould  t  witho 

lue  «>i  the   kran  \ 

!v  out 
•in.  .1  insoluble  when  Mr.  II. irl .  the  M 
mis  H 

-  should  ]»  ' 

jli.l.i.l  to  th<  creclil  i 
'  •  :  daily  b  Field  P 

mi  t  heir  cash  coll  ctions.     I 
in  table,checked  by  the  Fi<       I        ure  <  'h 
the  rate  al  which  the  \ 

dd  up,  a  ne*  one  w  [welcomed 

on  and  it   was  also  i  enel  the  B  H 

■  I  out,  which  found  th<  mall  <lr 

very  troublesome  buc  which  they  <li«l  n«»t  hi 

m   was   introduced  R  •.! 

unadan  and  work<  d 
Beers  wi  re  ab  K 
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as  they  did  subsequently.  From  th<-  time  the  advance  bem  was 
introduced  a  brisk  money  order  business  wb&  done  and  the  personnel 
of  the  Field  Pos1  Offices  wer(  able  to  gel  their  salariei  without  delay . 

On  the  Persian  Line  of  Communication  we  bad  Field  Pdsl  Offic 
Ivnz.  Khaniqin,  Pai  Tak,  Kermanshah.  Ramadan,  rlasvin.  Pmzcli 
and  later  on  al  Baku.  Up  and  down  the  line  wren  scattered  isolated 
posts  which  found  considerable  difficulty  in  transacting  postal  busin< 
Two  travelling  Field  Post  Offices  Nos.  64  and  75  weie  therefore  opened 
b<  tween  Ruz  and  Hamadan.  one  starl  ing  from  <  it  her  end.  Subsequent  lv 
it  was  found  more  convenient  to  amalgamate  them  into  one.  T!  if  T. 
F.  P.  0.  was  of  great  utility  and  did  a  considerable  amounl  of  money 
order  and  registration  work. 

At  the  date  of  the  Armistice  our  Field   Post  Ofi  (tended  from 

Baku  on  the  Caspian  to  Hit  on  the  Euphrates,  a  distance  of  900  miles, 
and  from  Mosul  in  the  North  to  Koweit  on  the  Persian  Gulf,  a  length 
of  nearly  800  miles.     This  constitutes  a  record  of  Field  Postal  Servi 
in  one  Area  and    is    a    one  of  which  the  Post  Office  of  India  may  well 
feel  proud. 

On  the  1st  of  April  1918  we  had- 

Head.  Sub. 

Field  Post  Offices 2  73 

Civil  1  L3 

Subsequently  18  more  Field  Post  Offices  were  added,  and  at  the 
Armistice  we  had  91  Field  Post  Offic 

During  the  process  of  demobilization  the  Civil  posts  had  been  taking 
©ver  the  Field  Post  Offices  as  the  troops  withdrew  and  by  the  15th  of 
April    1919  there  were — 


Field  Post  Offices 
Civil 

The  strength  of  the  Postal  Service  < 
time  of  the  Armistice  was  respectively 


Officers  including  officers  transfer- 
red to  Civil 
Inspectors  and  Dy.  Postmasters 
Overseers 

Clerks  ..  ..  . 

Followers 


ad.         Sub. 

Branch 

Offices. 

2             47 

.  . 

2             41 

21 

.e  first  April 

1918  and 

1st  April 

Nov. 

1918. 

1918. 

23 

24 

49 

44 

89 

104 

594 

826 

633 

876 

1,850 
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On  the  1st  of  May  L919  the  Postal  Service  M.E.F.  had    dwindled 
to  3  officers,  2  [nspectors,  70  clerks  and  L9  menials.     The  !••  ->t  bad    been 
emobilised  or  had  been  t  ransfi  rred  bo  t  be  <  Jivil    Po 

The  health  of  the  Postal  Service  was  very    fair  on  the  whole    and  Health. 

certainly  got  better  as  the  conditions  of  life  especially  on  the  Postal  (amp 
mproved.  Jn  April  1918  the  percentage  of  admittance  into  hospital 
ivan  319  increasing  in  July  L918  to  11*89.  En  September  it  was  5*45 
md  from  then  onwards  there  was  a  sti  ady  tail  to  1  01.  The  low  average 
is  casualties  in  the  winter  of  1918-19  is  1  think  greatly  due  to  the 
57o*  warm,  sleeping  bags  which  Mrs.  Sharpe  very  kindly  sent  us  for 
;he  menials. 


B.G.H.  33  MARINA. 

1  n  order  to  ascertain  t  be  work  of  the  postal  service  t  wo  enumerations 
►1*  a  month  each  were  taken,  one  in  October  1917  the  other  in  August 
1918. 

The  following  are  the  figures  : — 


Letters  received 

Do.     posted 
Reg.  letters  received 
Do.  posted     . 


Octol 

August 

L917. 

L918. 

.... 

:*.  <»:>■_>.  <M<s 

3,330,873 

3,556,002 

15,040 

44,074 

21,236 

H',902 

IS! 


Money  Orders  Issued 
Do.        Value 

Do.  I'aid 

Do.        Value 
Parpels  Received 

Do.    posted 
B.P.Os.  .sold 
Value 

S.B.  Deposits 
Amount 


October  L917. 

August   1918 

65,312 

54,682 

i:  .  28,63,872 

28,38,974 

1,428 

528 

Rs.       39,560 

18,016 

39,518 

52,504 

3,210 

3,290 

1  10 

1,384 

lis.         3,431 

1.244 

1,110 

L ,  124 

Els. 


81,708 


63,268 


The  issue  of  money  orders  was  very  heavy.  In  the  Base  Post    OHi 
Basrah  alone,    the  monthly  average  was  over  4.500  and  on  3rd  February* 
1919  a  record  was  reached  when  655    money  orders    to    the    value 
Rs.    35,000  were  booked  at  the    Base  Post   Office   between    10   a.m.    and 
3  p.m.    by  a  single  clerk  Mr.  K.  D.  Chetty. 

As  soon  as  the  method  of  demobilization  had  been  finally  decided 
it  went  very  rapidly.  The  Postal  Service  had  of  course  to  follow  and 
nothing  could  be  closed  until  the  troops  had  moved  on.  As  the  shrinkage 
proceeded  a  large  number  of  our  men  were  sent  to  India  for  demobiliza- 
tion and  some  were  transferred  to  the  Civil  Post.  By  the  15th  of  April 
1919  we  had  12  officers,  38  Inspectors  of  Post  Offices,  509  clerk-.  91 
overseers  and  662  menials.  Of  these  11  Officers,  29  Inspectors  of  Post 
Offices,  475  clerks,  80  overseers,  and  611  menials  were  required  for  the 
Civil  Posts  and  the  Army  of  Occupation  and  the  rest  were  sent  to  India 
for  demobilization.  In  order  to  clear  up  the  pending  and  future  references 
a  M.E.F.  Record  office  was  opened  at  Basrah  on  1st  of  May  1919  with  a 
small  staff  of  68  clerks  under  Captain  Owens  as  D.D.P.S.  and  two 
Personal  Assistants. 

After  Mrs.  Harrison  left  for  Home,  Mrs.  Sharpe  succeeded  to  the 
arduous  duty  of  guardian  angel  of  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  men  on 
Field  Service.  Among  her  greatest  achievements  was  the  supply  of  the 
afore-mentioned  576  sleeping  bag  razais  for  the  menials.  Having  ex- 
perienced the  cold  of  Mesopotamia  in  the  winter  of  1917-18,  I  asked  Mrs. 
Sharpe  in  June  1918  to  send,  if  possible,  576  sleeping  bag  razais  for  the 
packers.  Mrs.  Sharpe  appealed  for  funds  to  the  personnel  in  India  and 
met  with  a  most  generous  response.  By  the  19th  of  October  1918,  Mrs. 
Sharpe  had  sent  all  the  razais  asked  for.  These  were  immediately  distri- 
buted first  to  the  packers  on  the  Persian  Line  of  Communication,  where 
the  nights  were  getting  chill,  and  then  to  the  others  from  North  to  South. 
As  a  mark  of  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Mrs.  Harrison  and 
Mrs.  Sharpe,  our  officers  and  men  contributed  and  sent  them  each  a 
Persian  rug. 
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Lady  Willingdou  during  her  visit  to  Mesopotamia  in  April  1918, 
had  asked  me  to  \ei  her  know  if  there  waa  anything  she  could  do  for  as, 
There  was  nothing  at  the  time,  but  later  on  I  described  the  bareness  of 
the  quarters  of  the  A.  D.  I\  S.  on  th<  L.  ofC.  and  suggested  certain 
things  which  would  be  greatly  appreciated,  e.g.,  linger  bowU  punt-. 
etc.  Lady  Willingdou  sent  them  almost  by  eel  urn  of  post  and  earned 
the  gratitude  of  several  young  officers. 

Soon  after  my  return  to  Baghdad  in  June  1918  1  went  on  tour — 
and  a  very  hot  one  too — by  car  from  Baghdad  to  Ramadj  where  Lt.  Spear. 
was  A.D.P.  S.   with  the    loth  Division.    General  Brooking  very   kindly 

put  me  up  and  I  thus  had  the  privilege  of  getting  to  know  one  of  the 
M.  E.  F's  most  successful  commanders.      1  took  Lt.  Spear  on  with  me  to 

Hit.  one  of  quaintest  towns]  have  ever  seen.  The  burning  heat  and  fche 
smell  of  bitumen  from  the  furnaces  reminded  us  vividly  of  the  place  that 
the  "  padre  mentioned  in  his  last  sermon.  ' 

Towards  tin4  end  of  June  Major  Angelo  and  1  took  train  to  Lux 
where  Lt.  O'Callaghan  was  A.D.P.S.  The  heat  in  his  tent  was  terrific 
and  throughout  the  day  we  could  do  little  else  but  sleep,  drink  and  ga-p. 
The  next  morning  we  drove  over  the  Dials  River  to  the  Head  Quarters  oi 
the  13th  Division  then  in  charge  of  General  O'Dowda  with  whom  and  with 
his  stall"  officers  we  discussed  postal  matters.  Their  one  request  waa  the 
return  of  Nabbi  Bakhsh,  their  late  Inspector.  This  waa  a  great  feather 
in  Nabbi  Bakhsh's  cap.  for  the  13th  Division  was  all  British  and  had 
more  correspondence  and  therefore  gave  more  trouble  than  all  the  other 
Divisions  put  together.  It  spoke  volumes  for  his  energy,  industry  and 
good  humour  that  they  all  wanted  him  back,  and  it  was  due  as  much 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding  the  l|3th 
Division  aa  to  mine  that  he  was  recommended  for  and  was  awarded 
tlu    title  of   Khan    Sahib. 

At  the  beginning  of  August  1918  I  toured  for  nearly  >i.\  we<  ka 
in  Persia,  travelling  to  Teheran  where  I  spent  eight  delightfully 
cool  days  with  Major  Sir  Walter  Bartelot  at  the  British  Legation  at 
Gul  Haq.  The  shade  of  the  magnificent  trees  and  the  plash  of  the 
rivulets  intersecting  the  grounds  were  in  most  refreshing  contrast  to 
the  glare  of  Mesopotamia  in  August.  At  Gul  Haq  I  met  M.  Molitor,  the 
Director-General  of  Persian  Posts  and  the  Minister  of  Posts  and  Tele- 
graphs; and  after  a  good  deal  of  persuasion  I  got  them  to  agree 
to  re-opening  the  mail  line  to  Khaniqin.  On  my  way  back  I  inel 
General  Stuart  Wortley  at  Kasvin  and  suggested  that  I  should 
visit  Enzeli  on  the  Caspian.  He  agreed.  And  so  1  saw  the  very  pictur<  - 
que  and  Interesting  bit  of  Gilan  from  Menzil  (where  I  cam--  across 
Mr.  Davis.  Postmaster  of  the  37th  Brigade  F. P.O.,  who  has  contributed 
a  subsequent  chapter)  to  the  Caspian.  At  Enzeli  I  met  General  Dun- 
terville  of  Dunsterforce  on  the  '  Paul  Kruger  "  (his  Head  <  pi  art 
just  before  he  sailed  for  Baku.      He  was    at  tea   and    was   busy  seeing 
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representatives  of  the  Botanies' and  being  interviewed  by  British  Officers 
some  on  the  way  to  Baku,  others  en  route  to  Krasnoi  od  kon  the  further 
shore  of  the  Caspian.  On  the  way  back  from  Ramadan  I  passed  thou* 
sands  of  'Jhelu'  refugees  from  Lake  Urmiyah  trekking  to  Baquba  where 
td,.  British  Government  gave  them  asylum  and  hospitality.  Ii  wi 
pathetic  sight,  a  nation  in  flight.  Many  did  no1  gel  to  Baquba  but  died 
by  fche   way,  their  corpses  punctuating  their  line  of  inarch. 


Field  Postmaster  of  F.  P.  0.  16— Arab    Village   1917 


is, 

Soon  after  leaving  Khaniqin   I    mel  Sir  Percy  and  Lady  Cox  gqing 
up  to  Teheran    when-    Sir    Percy    bad    been    appointed     Minister    in 
succession  to  Sir  Charles  Marling.     We  Btopped  and  exchanged  greetinj 
and  then  pursued  our  journeys   bhey  for  the  cool  delights  of  the  Persian 
Hills,  1   for  the  still  r  eking  plains  of  Mespot. 

I  got  back  to  Baghdad  about  the  middle  of  Septemtx  r  after  one  oi 
the  most  interesting  tours  I  am  ever  likely  to  make. 

My  last  tour  before  Leaving  Mesopotamia  was  in  February  1919  when 

I  went  to  Mosul.  Railhead  was  then  at  Baiji  and  from  there  we  w<  m 
to  Shergat  where  1  picked  up  a  cunif orm  brick  from  the  ruins  oi  Ashur. 
On  the  way  from  Shergat  to  Mosul  ov.  r  mass  and  flower-strewn  undula- 
tions we  got  stuck  in  the  mud  and  for  the  second  time  I  bad  to  Bpend 
the  aighl  in  the  Blue.  Sir  John  Hewett  and  the  officer  travelling 
with  him  on  their  way  up  a  week  previously  had  also  stink  in  the 
mud  on  the  same  journey  and  wired  thus  to  G.H.Q.   for  help. 

"3  I.O.Rs..  2     B.O.Rs.j  2  B.Fs.    Btuck    in  mud    aaa    pl<  snd 

help." 

We  got  to  Mosul  after  a  day's  delay.  .Mosul  had  recently  fallen 
into  our  hands,  but  it  s<  i  med  as  if  our  occupation  had  been  lor  months. 
bo  clean,  well  kept  and  orderly  was  the  place.  Thomas  Atkins  settles 
down  as  quickly  in  Mosul  as  he  would  in  Margate.  On  the  way  back 
we  had  better  luck  than  on  ourwaythere  and  within  forty-eighl  hours 
W  leaving  Mosul.  \\.'  arrived  back  in  Baghdad. 

By  the  end  of  April  L919  my  job  as  D.P.S.,  M.  B.  Force,  was 
finished  and  I  handed  on  the  postal  torch  to  Major  Clerici  who  becaime 
Director  of  Postal  Services,  [raq  ami  Persian  Line  of  Communication. 

Soended  mv  intensely  interesting  experience  as  a  temporary  officer 
in  the  Great  War.  As  we  steamed  down  the  Shatt-ul-Arah  bound  for 
India  and  Home,  I  thought  with  a  pang  of  regret  of  the  cheery  life  on 
Active  Service,  of  the  never  failing  help  and  courtesy  of  the  officers  with 
whom  I  had  worked,  of  the  dogged  gril  and  detennination  of  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Postal  Service  working  cheerfully  and  devotedly  in  the  most 
adverse   circumstances  and  of  my  brother  officers  in  that  servi 
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Lt.  Shujat  Ali,  Lt.-Col.  Sams,  Major  Clerici 
Nov.  1918. 
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Lt.  Creacax.  A.D.l'.S. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  narrative  better  than  by  quoting  from  my 
Report  to  the  Director-General. 

Notice  of  Officers.— "  I  find  it  very  difficult  fco  single  out  any 
particular  officer  without  doing  injustice  to  others.  The  work  of  some 
has  come  more  under  my  notice  than  that  of  others,  hut  I  know  that  the 
work  of  all  has  been  whole-hearted  and  good.  The  Postal  Service  has 
been  officered  by  very  junior  men.  many  of  whom  are  not  even  Superin- 
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tendents  in  India.  I  have  been  greatly  struck  by  the  way  in  whjch 
they  have  handled  often  most,  difficull  situation!  and  how  they  hav( 
all  cheerfully  shouldered  responsibility.  Tin  campaign  baa  given  them 
their  chance  and  they  bave  taken  it  fully. 

kk  I  acknowledge  herewith  gratitude  thai  all  these  young  officers 
bavedone,  and  with  even  greater  gratitude  the  devotion  and  Loyalty 
which  I  bave  always  bad  from  the  senior  officers,  especially  by  those  who 
bave  worked  with  me  as  D.Ds.  I\S.  or  in  the  Base  Posl  Offices.  Without 
their  willing  co-operations,  success  would  tunc  been  Impossible. 

k"  We  have  all  been  a  very  happy  family  together  and  there  bas  been 
among  us  a  real  esprit  de  corps. 

"  It  is  with  genuine  regret  that  I  leave  my  brother  officers  and  the 
Postal  Service,  M.   E.   F." 


I'M 


C  II  A  P  TER    A  I. 
MESOPOTAMIA. 

Discomforts  and  Difficulties   on  the  Tigris.     August  1916 

By 

Major  McMinn,  A.D.P.S..  Corps. 

In  giving  a  narrative  account  of  the  work  of  the  Field  Postal  Service 
for  the  3rd  Indian  Army  Corps  a  commencement  musl  be  made  b 
description  of  the  Central  Post  Office  and  of  its  multifarious  duties.  When 
theCorpswas  at  Orah,  a  Central  Post  Office  was  established  therebut 
after  the  advance  to  Filayali  Cor  some  reason  the  Central  Pos1  Office 
still  remaineda  Orah.  As  the  latter  place  had  ceased  to  be  the  Rivice 
Head  it  is  obvious  thai  the  Central  Post  Office  could  no  longer  exercise 
the  functions  of  a  Central  Office  and  it  degenerated  into  an  ordinary 
Field  Posl  Office  Berving  the  units  of  Orah  and  Wadi.  This  office  v 
afterwards  closed  and  a  new  Central  Post  Office  was  opened  at  Kilavali 
hut  later  the  River  Head  was  moved  down  to  Sheikh  Saad  and 
accordingly  the  Central  Post  Office  was  transferred  to  that  plai 

The  duties  of  the  Central  Post  Office  at  that  period  were  : 

(1)  To  act  as  a   funnel  for  all  the  mails  of  tin-    Corps,    i.e.,  (<<)  to  ar- 

range for  the  disembarkation  and  embarkation  of  all  mails: 
(b)  to  son  the  ba'gsfor  F.P.Os.  accordingto  the  latest  news 
about  distribution  of  troop-:  (c)  to  despatch  upward  mails 
by  river  boat  or  by  convoy  as  the  case  mighl  be. 

(2)  To  act  as  a  Central  Sorting  Office  for  local  mails.  For  this 
purpose  the  ('.Mitral  Post  Office  exchanged  21  bags  daily 
with  F.P.Os. 

(3)  To  act  as  an  Enquiry  Bureau.  En  this  connection  all  doubtful 
and  non-deliverable  articles  were  returned  to  the  Central 
Post  Office  by  the  Field  Posl  Offices.  Here  all  possible 
enquiries  weremade  to  try  and  effect  delivery,  to  despatch 
all  mails  down  river. 

The  methods  of  despatch  of  up  mails  were  at  that  time  two  m  number. 
One  by  ferry  service  to  Arab  Village,  two  by  cart  convoy  to  Twin 
Canals  and  Es  Sinn. 
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Po  i  m.  Offici  af,   Baghdad,   1918. 


Standing  left  to    right: — Lt.    A.    E.    Azevedo,      Lt.  H.  C.  Ecclestox, 

Lt.  K.  C.  Sen. 
Seated   left  to   right  : — Capt.    J.   H.   Owens,    Capt.    A.   R.    Augier. 
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It  was  not  long  before  the  railway  opened  with  .1  drily  service  to 
Twin  Canals.  By  this  service  mails  are  senl  to  the  7th.  8th  and  9th 
Brigades  but  the  mails  for  the  1  1th  Division  still  go  by  mule  carl   convoy 

which  leaves  Sheikh  Saad  every  third  day. 

The  system  of  despatch  by  convoy  is  n<>w  as  follow-: 

In  a  morning  of  the  <\,<v  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  convoy 
me  are  supposed  to  submil  an  estimate  of  the  carts  required.  This 
estimate  is  based  on  the  number  of  hags  awaiting' despatch  and  on  our 
expectations  of  a  mail  boat  arriving  during  the  daw  This  latter  factor 
has  always  been  an  uncertain  one  and  now  t  hat  the  river  is  low  has  become 
an  absolute  gamble.  In  the  evening  the  carts  arrive  and  are  loaded  up  ; 
an  escort  under  an  X.c.o.  and  one  man  for  each  carl  is  provided  and 
after  being  packed  the  carts  move  off  with  the  escorl  to  the  Advance 
Transport  Depot  where  the  whole  convoy  amounting  sometii  600 

parts  is  parked  for  the  night.  At  dawn  the  aexl  morning  the  convoy 
stalls  arriving  at  Twin  Canals  about  9  6t  lo  a.m.  Here  the  mules  are 
changed  and  the  convoy  halts  for  the  daw  Our  mails  are  unloaded  and 
carefully  checked  bag  by  hag  by  the  Inspector  stationed  there  and  loaded 
again  in  the  evening  and  made  over  under  receipt  to  a  fresh  escort.  The 
next  morning  the  convoy  Btarts  for  Ee  Sinn  where  it  arrives  about  four 
hours  later.  The  mails  are  unloaded  and  checked  by  the  Inspector.  L4th 
Division,  who  arranges  for  the  distribution  to  the  F.P.Os.  concerned. 
There  bave  always  been  difficulties  in  safeguarding  the  mails  on  the  con- 
voy. Al'u  r  the  bags  are  loaded,  a  tarpaulin  is  spread  over  them  and  the 
w  hole  load  is  I  hen  seemed  by  ropes.  Each  driver  receives  a  chit  on  which 
the  aumber  of  bags  in  bis  particular  cart  is  noted.  The  total  number 
of  bags  is  carefully  checked  by  the  N.C.O.  in  charge  of  the  escorl  with  the 
of  t he  (  eni ral  Post  Office  and  a  way  bill  is  handed  oi  him. 

All  these  precautions  should  apparently  ensure  the  safety  of  the  mails,  but 
unfortunately  this  is  nol  always  the  case.  The  road  is  very  rough  and  the 
caiis  move  in  an  impenetrable  oloud  of  dust.  '  cloud  is  so  thick 
that  the  escort,  more  especially  if  it  is  a  British  one.  cannot  march  along- 
side the  carts  and  have  to  move  parallel  to  them  at  some  distance  on 
windward  side.  Through  the  jolting  of   thi  ropes  gel  loosened  and 

sometimes  a  bag  drops  off.  <  to  account  of  *the  dusl  haze  and  the  number 
oi  carts  ih<  loss  is  unnoticed  and  the  bag  being  ol  much  the  same  colour 
as  the  dusty  road  even  the  rear-guard  pass  it  by.  Such  losses,  though 
guarded  against  as  much  as  possible,  are  inevitable  under  the  existing 
conditions.  When  the  railway  runs  to  Es  Sinn  (which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  soon)  then  it  is  trusted  that  all  bags  will  arrive  safely  at  their 
destination. 

A  description  of  what  we  call  a  convoy  day  at  sheik  Saad  might  be 
interesting  as  well  as  amusing.     In  the  morning  the  A..D.P.S.  look 
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the  dump  of  mails  and  tries  to  make  a  rapid  calculation  as  to  the  aumbet 
of  carts  required.  An  estimate  of  L5  ic  arrived  .it.  He  then  proceed* 
bo  the  M.T.O.  and  asks  anxiously  for  news  of,  say  the  Blosse  Lynch 
which  is  on  its  way  upstream  with  a  nice  little  load  oi  L,500ba  The 
M  TO  assures  him  thai  to  the  besl  ol  bis  belief  the  "  Blosse  Lynch 
canno1  arrive  bill  the  aexl  day.  The  A.D.I'.S.  with  a  lightened  hear! 
proceeds  to  the  Advance  Base  Commandant's  office  and  submit*  an  indent 
for  15  carts  and  a  fatigue  party  of  20  men.  Aiter  some  discussion,  the 
StaffOfficer  is  at  last  induced  to  admil  that  he  has  15  carts  and  2Q 
men  hidden  away,where  he  can  gel  a1  them,and  the  A.D.I'.S.  returns  to  bil 
tent  to  attend  to  office  work.  By  the  time  he  has  finished  this  histempei 
has  become  somewhat  soured  owing  to  the  difficulties  ol  attending  Uj 
papers  in  a  temperature  of  115  degrs. ;  and  with  a  howling  wind  blowing 
which  is  called  the  "Shumal."  After  breakfast,  the  sound  oi  asteamerij 
heard  and  a  casual  glance  down  the  river  shows  the  horrible  spectacle  of 
the  "  Blosse  Lynch  "  steaming  proudly  up  the  river.  The  wretched 
A.D.P.S.  then  puts  on  his  helmet  and  as  soon  as  the  boat  is  wharfed 
dashes  off  to  board  her.  He  hopes  against  hope  that  there  is  some  mis 
in  the  wire  but  on  meeting  the  postal  official  on  board,  he  is  informed 
that  the  news  of  1,500  bags  is  all  too  true.  The  Captain  of  the  boat 
meets  him  and- babbles  with  pride  about  having  made  a  record  trip. 
A.D.P.S.  looks  upon  him  with  a  jaundiced  eye  and  demands  moodily 
why  he  could  not  have  adhered  to  his  scheduled  time  instead  of  making 
foolish  attempts  at  breaking  records  .  The  skipper  wanders  off  brooding 
over  the  ingratitude  of  man,  more  especially  of  postal  officials.  The 
A.D.P.S.  bythat  time,  looking  haggard  and  worn,  betakes  himself  again 
to  the  office  of  the  Advance  Base  Commandant  and  demands  20  more 
carts  and  a  further  fatigue  of  60  men.  The  Staff  Officer  sarcastically  asks 
if  he  is  supposed  to  be  a  conjurer  able  to  produce  carts  and  men  from  up 
his  sleeve.  After  a  spirited  and  acrimonious  argument  10  more  carts 
and  a  further  fatigue  of  30  men  are  promised  and  the  A.D.P.S.  returns 
to  his  tent  pleased  with  the  inward  knowledge  that  he  has  obtained  more 
than  he  expected.  On  arrival  there,  he  finds  an  agitated  officer  waiting 
him  with  a  piteous  tale  that  he  has  not  received  any  letters  from  his 
wife  by  the  last  mail.  With  difficulty  refraining  from  making  a  cynical 
suggestion  that  the  said  wife  has  found  a  better  means  of  spending  her 
time  than  in  writing  letters,  the  A.D.P.S.  listens  to  the  tale  of  woe  and  pro- 
mises to  wire  to  the  Base.  The  complainant  departs  with  a  greater  belief 
in  the  efficacy  of  such  a  telegram  than  has  the  disillusioned  postal  officer. 
The  A.D.P.S.  bythat  time  in  a  half -crazed  condition  of  mind,  indites  a 
wire  to  the  Base  Postmaster  which  is  calculated  to  curl  the  hair,  if  any, 
of  that  harassed  official.  He  sardonically  chuckles  as  he  imagines  the 
remarks  about  ingratitude  which  will  be  made  in  the  Base  Post  Office 
on  arrival  of  the  wire.  The  A.D.P.S.  then  seeks  his  couch  to  try  and  rest 
till  4-30  p.m.  the  time  of  arrival  of  the  carts  and  fatigues.      If  lucky, 
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he  may,  in  spite  of  heal  and  flies,  doze  off  and  dream  of  myriads  of  mail 
bags.  At  4-30  p.m.  he  looks  oul  and  Bees  the  arrival  of  cuts  and  the 
men  of  the  Madras  Porter  Corps  who  form  the  Fatigue  and  who  are  usually 

known  as  the  Madras  Tigers.  Soon  a  steady  stream  of  bags  is  Been  to 
arrive  and  the  A.D.P.S.  after  a  hurried  tea.  proceeds  bo  join  in  t  he  b1  niggle 

which  is  imminent.  Soon  huge  dumps  Of  mails  begin  to  appeal-  on  the 
plain  apposite  the  C.P.O.      The  very  attenuated   postal  staff  can  be  seen 

here  and  there  with  their  head-gear  still  visible  above  the  hills  of  bags. 
Order  is  gradually  evolved  out  of  what  appears  to  be  chaos  and  in  time 

the  convoy  carts  are  loaded.  At  the  same  time  other  carts  are  making 
fretpient  journeys  to  the  evening  ferry-boat  with  mails  for  Pilavah 
Other  carts  too  are  being  loaded  up  with  mails  for  brigades  of  the  L3tb 
Division  and  local  units,  .lust  at  this  time  the  M.L.O.  arrives  with 
the  news  that  the  P.5  is  proceeding  to  Basrah  at  dawn  next  day  and  mails 
must  he  loaded  on  her  at  once.  The  A.D.P.8.,  with  difficulty  refraining 
from  bursting  with  emotion,  gets  hold  of  the  Inspector  and  instru< 
him  to  take  one  cart  and  12  men  to  the  down  river  dumps  and  load  up 
the  P.  5.  Just  then  a  Staff  Officer  from  some  head-quarters  gallops  up 
and  demands  his  particular  mail  bag.  The  A.D.P.S.  points  out  the  vast 
heap  of  still  unsorted  bags  and  suggeststhal  his  bag  is  the  one  at  the 
bottom,  whereupon  the  Staff  Officer  humbly  accepts  the  advice  thai  he 

should  send  over  the  next  morning  and  ret  urns  to  his  camp  in  a  chastened 
mood. 

-lust    as  darkness  has   fallen   the  convoy  carts  have  all   been   loaded 

and  the  way-bills  are  made  out .  a  copy  of  w  huh  the  A.D.P.S.  takes  over 

to  the  Advance  Base  Commandant's  Office.    By  the  time  he  returns,  the 

carts  have  moved  of]',  the  ferry  boat  has  weighed  anchor  and  peace  has 

ettled  over  the    land.      He  wanders  to  his  table,  pours  out  a  little  whiskv 

liluted  with  Tigris  and  gives  thanks  t  hat  anol  her  convoy  day  iso^  er.  He 
mows  that  he  is  sure  to  receive  a  batch  of  wires  from  Filayah  the  next 
day  complaining  of  non-receipt  of  mails  which  owing  to  the  limited 
room  on  the  ferry  boat  could  not  be  forwarded  by  that  trip.  Enough 
for  the  day  is  tin1  evil  thereof,  he  I  lunks.  and  he  shouts  \^v  dinner. 

The  above  brief  description  will  give  some  idea  of  postal  work  at 
Sheikh  Saad.     From  Twin  Canals,  there  is  direct    communication  be- 
tween that  place  and  Corps.     Next  to  Corps  Head-Quarters  Camp  is 
he  3rd  Division  Head-Quarters'  Camp.     The  means  of  communication 
s  by  motor  lorry.    A  motor  lorry  convoy  leaves  Corps  every  morning 
loaded  up  with  water  "pachals"  for  Twin  Canals.   They  pour  the  water 
into  the  tanks  at  that  place  and   then   return   to  Corps.     This  trip  is 
epeated  in  the  evening.    It  has  now  been  arranged  to  send  local  mails  by 
hese  lorries  and  Field  Post  Office  68  at  Twin  Canals  has  been  made  into 
i  sorting  office  and  office  of  exchange.      It  will  easily  be  seen  that  there 
s  a  large  amount  of  work  for  three  offices,  viz.    Hie  Centred  Post  Office 
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Field  Post  Office  68  atTwin Canals  and  Field  Posl  Office  36  which  is  the 
landing  and  de,spat<  bing  office  a1  Arab  rillage.  These  offices  cannol  be 
treated  as  ordinary  Field  Posl  Office  and  they  require  a  large  taff. 
The  dearth  of  men  due  to  sickness  and  lack  oi  proper  staff  in  the  firsl 
place  need  not  be  dwell    upon  in  this    report. 

The   Field  Post  Offices  with  the  I  lth  Division  al  erve 

a  special  word  of  mention.     They  are  with  their  which    are 

holding  the  most  advam  ed  of  our  positions.  The  offices  them  bavd 

come  under  shell  fire  and  have  also     been    bombed    from    aeroplanes. 
Field  post  Office53  had  its  tent  and   sonic    Governmenl    and    pri 
property  irreparably  damaged  by  shell  fire. 

On  the  whole  the  service  has   been   e  tory   and  reasonable, 

complaints  have  been  few  and  I  will  dose  this  report  with  a   word    oi 
thanks  to  all  those  of  my  staff  who  have  borne  the  burden  and  In 
the  past  few  months  without     complaining  and  without  dropping    out 
from  the  ranks  of  the  workers. 


Statistics  shewing  the  number  of  I  >alt  with  by  the  ( 

Office  during  the  month  of  August  1916. 


Sent  by 
convoy. 

Sent  by 
rail. 

Sent  by 
T  boat  up. 

Sent  down   Bags  received 
stream.              from 

1,639 

459 

3.574 

2:Sl7                6,75? 
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C  II  A  PTER    X  I  /. 
MESOPOTAMIA. 

More  Worries  on  the  Tigris.     January  1916   to  August     1916 

By 

Lt.-Col.  E.  B.  Thompson,  M-BE  ,  late  A    1)    P   S., 

7th  Division. 

IAERIVED    here    ai    Camp   Wadi  on  the  16th  January  1916  by  T. 
>:  with  a  couple  of  mahelas  full  of  mails.     \\ r<    had  had    a 
bad     voyage     u]  tm,      having      run     aground     aboul     half 

a  dozen   tim  The  day  of    my    arrival   was  a   perfectly    wretched 

dav.    very    cold    and    very    v  On    this    day    I     had     my     first 

experience  oi  real  mud.  Bray  met  me  and  bo  sooner  had  we  tied  up, 
than  hordes  of  officers,  orderlies,  etc.,  rushed  onboard  and  clamoured 
or  their  mails.     Son.    bags  were  oil  the  b<  3elf  (on   both  thedecks) 

and  t  he  n  mainder  w<  re  on  t  he  t  wo  mahelas.   Bray,  Spear  (Insp  ctor),  my 
camp  clerk  Mahamad  Abdulla  and  myself  with  tie-  help    of  some  oth  c 
O  ficials  who  rolled  up  tackled th  ils  and  by  night  time 

we  had  managod  to  deliver  the  groatx  r  portion  of  them.  There  was  no 
taking  rec  ipts  or  counting  bags.  We  simply  handed  over  tfcie  bags.  The 
whole  camp  was  hi  astal  >  of  chaos.  Nobody  knew  wh<  re  any  one  else  was. 
Posl  Offices  were  scattered  aboul  on  all  the  boats  and  the  only  thing  to 
be  done  in  the  circumstances  was  to  gel  rid  of  the  mails  in  the  best  way 
possible.  It  pour  d  with  rain  the  whole  time.  On  the  following  day  th< 
remainder  of  the  mails  were  delivered  from  the  boat  and  the  boat  went 
off. 

Aiter  this  I   reported  mya  7th     Division   II  ad  Quarters 

which wason  theS.S.  "Blosse  Lynch".  I  was  ord<  red  bo  embark  on  the 
boat  and  was  given  a  place  on  deck.  I  discovered  that  on  this  boat  there 
were  3  Field  Post  Offices.  Only  one  of  them  belonged  to  the  7th  Division 
Bead-Quarters.  What  theothertwo  Field  Post  <  offices  were  doing  I  never 
(putt'  mad-  out.      How  any  of  these  offic  C  did     any  work    I  don't 

know.  Th -v  were  put  away  in  any  little  corner  where  they  got  all  the  wind 
and  rain.  I  tried  to  gel  a  b  tter  pi  u-e  for  the  7th  Division  Head  Quar- 
ters Field  Post  Office,  but  found  that  i  very  availabl  Bquare  inch  was 
occupied.     I  myself  had  to  Bleep  out  in  the  open  and  ^ot  more  or  Less 
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wet  every  nighl    I    visited  tli<>   Field  Posl  Offices  and  found    them    aM 
od    boats  and   all    stowed    in    odd  corners.     I  never  saw  such  general 


Capt.  J.  H.  Owens,  Capt.  E.  B.  Thompson. 

discomfort  or  chaos,  when  all  the  boats  went  down  stream  at  the  end  of 
January.    All  the  Field  Post  Offices  were  gathered  togethc  r  and  placed  in 
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one  camp  and  •<%  General  Post  Office  to  Berve  the  whole  camp  was  opened. 
This  was  the  only  possible  working  scheme  as  we  bad  not  sufficient  staff 

to  give  the  Divisions  and  Briga  lea  separate  post  offices.  Also  if  the  post 
offices  had  been  split  up  and  given  to  different  formations  it  would  have 
been  almost  impossible  to  control  them  until  things  had  settled  down  a 
little.  After  the  General  Post  Office  had  been  opened  a  few  days  and  we 
had  gathered  together  all  the  undelivered  mails,  things  began  to  look  up 
little.  The  chief  drawback  was  the  weather.  The  ram  and  mud  made 
work  particularly  difficult,  as  it  was  at  times  almost  impossible  to  unload 
steamers  and  always  impossible  to  keep  mails  dry. 

In  the  middle  of  February  Bray  went  down  stream  to  the  Base 
and  Probyn  Smith  came  up  and  took  over  charge  of  that  Tigris  Corps. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  more  staff  came  up  and  we  gave  each  Division 
and  Brigade  Head  Quarters  a  Post  Office.  The  Post  Office  only 
consisted  of  one  postmaster  and  one  packer  and  the  greatest  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  delivering  mails  on  mail  days  and  preparing  and 
despatching  postings.  Mails  wen  received  very  irregulary,  sometimes 
after  10  days,  sometimes  after  .'5  or  4  days.  Despatches  were  made  4  or 
5  times  every  week  (whenever  a  boat  was  going  to  Basrah).  The  day 
fixed  for  the  English  Mail  was  Friday  at  2  P.  M.  but  extra  despatches 
were  made  nearly  every  week  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  A  central  post 
office  was  opened  which  did  practically  tin  same  work  as  a  railhead  post 
office  in  France  (Force  "A").  The  Force  at  this  time  was  split  up.  The 
majority  of  the  Force  remained  on  the  Right  Bank.  The  two  Forces 
were  connected  by  a  pontoon  bridge.  Mails  were  nearly  always  unloaded 
on  the  Left  Bank  which  meant  that  transport  had  to  cross  and  back 
which  was  not  always  an  easy  job.  Messrs.  Spear  and  Davison  were 
at  different  times  in  charge  of  the  Right  Bank  and  I  fancy  they  had 
anything  but  a  comfortable  time.  This  state  of  affairs  went  on  prac- 
tically till  April  when  a  general  advance  was  made  and  we  all  came  up 
to  Falayah.  The  winter  was  over,  which  was  a  blessing  in  many  ways. 
With  the  united  effort  of  every  one,  led  very  ably  by  Probyn  Smith,  some 
sort  of  a  postal  system  had  now  been  formed.  It  had  been  a  very  bad 
time  for  all  and  especially  for  the  Post.  Office  staff.  Thay  had  little 
or  no  comforts.  Buffered  terribly  from  the  weather  and  had  to  work  like 
Trojans  all  day. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Falayah,  Probyn  Smith  and  Bray 
both  went  over  to  the  Right  Bank  and  1  was  left  with  Davison 
on  the  Left  Bank.  Steamers  unloaded  invariably  on  the  Left  Bank 
and  generally  about  2  miles  down  riverfrom  Bridge  Head.  This  caused 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  waste  of  time  as  transport  was  often  delayed 
going  and  coming  across  the  bridge.  On  the  24th  April  McMinn  arrived 
and  took  over  from  Probyn  Smith.  At  the  same  time  Bray  left  and 
went  down  stream.     On  the  19th  May.  I  moved  over  to  the  Right    Bank 
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with  the  Vili  Divi  ion.     On  the  20th  I  gol  a  touch  oi  sun  with  very    high 
fever  and  was  ordered  into  the  20th  B.F.A.     On  23rd  I  came    i  ^    of 
hospital.     From  the  24th  May  to  L4th  June  I  was  in  a  camp  a  ai    the 
BridgeHead.  ft  was  a  very  bad  camp  as  i  he  road  to  I  he  bridge  pass*  d  wit  h- 
ii!  ii  l.'\\  feet  of  my  tent  and  all  the  dusl  raised  by  the  constant  traffic  • 
blown  direct  into  my  tent.     This  combined  with  the  heat  andfl 
drove  me  mad.   During  thi    time  I  was  in  this  Camp  the  boi  I         rrying 
mails  unloaded  nearly  two  miles  further  down  the  river  and    soi      diffi- 
culty was  experienc  d  in  arranging  transport  to  take  away  the  ma 
This  especially  was  the  case  when  the  mails  were  big,  as  ih    necessary 
number  of  carts  could  nev  r  be  obtained  at  one  time  and  it  either  meant 
that  mails  had  to  lie  over  or  else  I  had  to  ,Lr<>  elsewhen   for  my  transport. 
McMinn    and    Sen  more  than  once  came  to    the  fore  and  helped  me  In- 
giving  me  transport. 

On  the  6th  June  McMinn  left  for  Sheik  Saad  and  took  the 
Central  Post  Office  with  him  and  left  Sen  and  me  up  ai  Falayah. 
Sen  fortunately  had  a  spare  post  office  which  we  turned  into  a  Central  Post 
Office  for  the  offices  at  the  Front.  On  the  fOth  the  Turks  started  shelling 
some  ammunition  barges  which  were  tied  up  just  in  front  of  the  Civil 
Post  Office  and  where  the  mails  were  unloaded.  The  Turks  managed 
to  hit  the  barges  which  blew  up.  Fortunately  none  of  the  mail  bags 
which  had  just  been  unloaded  were  destroyed  nor  were  any  of  the  Post 
Office  staff  hurt.  The  Post  Office  staff  wisely  took  to  their  heels  when 
the  shelling  commenced.  I  was  in  my  camp  at  the  time  and  heard  the 
shells  passing  over  and  after  the  barges  blew  up  I  went  down  to  the  Central 
Post  Office  and  found  every  body  had  disappeared.  Tents  were  burning 
and  unexploded  shells  were  going  off  like  crackers.  My  mails  were  still 
lying  on  the  beach  and  I  had  then  removed  to  a  place  of  safety  and  with 
the  help  of  some  Arabs  I  managed  to  get  off  some  mahelas.  I  wandered 
down  to  Sen's  camp  which  was  about  half  a  mile  lower  down  but  found 
him  away.  On  my  way  back  I  met  Sen  at  the  Central  Post  Office.  He  was 
rummaging  about  apparently  looking  for  missing  postmasters  and  clerks. 
I  suggested  that  the  best  place  to  look  for  them  would  be  in  a  truck 
about  three  miles  off.  I  left  him  a  solitary  figure  still  poking  about 
looking  for  postmasters,  clerks  and  packers. 

On  the  12th  the  Head  Quarters  7th  Division  moved  back  but  not 
the  Brigade  Depots  and  Post  Offices.  I  myself  shifted  my  camp  on  the 
14th  to  a  place  near  the  Supply  Depot  two  miles  down  stream.  I  chose  this 
place  in  consultation  with  the  D.A.A.  and  Q.M.G.  of  the  7th  Division, 
as  the  boats  bringing  mails  would  unload  at  this  place  and  it  was  more 
convenient  for  me  to  remain  there  than  with  the  7th  Division  Head  Quar- 
ters which  was  on  the  opposite  bank  about  a  mile  up  stream. 

From  the    15th  June  to  date  of  writing  I  remained  at  Arab  Villag 
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in  the  Supply  Col.  Area.  I  had  to  move  my  camp  lour  time?  during 
Dei  iod. 

Two  T.  boats  ran  daily  between  Sheik  Saad  and    Aral;  tillage.  Mails 
were  carried  sometimes  by  only  one  boat  and  somet  by  both.     On 

arrival  of  mails  at  Arab  Village  a  fatigue  party  was  obtained  from  the 
Supply  Col.  or  the  M.  L.  0.  and  all  mails  were  unloaded  and  sorted  at 
a  Centra]  Depot,  after  which  demands  for  transpori  were  made  and  mails 
were  despatched  to  their  respective  offices.  A  packer  from  each  ofl 
attcndrd.it  the  depot  morning  and  evening  and  accompanied  the  mails 
(if  any)  to  his  Post  Office.  Allthe  7th  Division  Post  Offices  were  on  the 
other  hank.  Owing  to  the  bridge  being  cut  at  regular  intervals  (and 
sometimes  irregular  intervals)  some  trouble  was  experienced  in  getting 
the  mails  over  to  the  <>t  her  bank.  .Mails  were  closed  daily  l>v  all  Field  Post 
Offices  at  3  P.M.  and  a  daily  despatch  was  made  down  stream.  On  Itli 
July,  Sen  also  left  forShaik  Saad  which  Left  me  the  only  A.D.P.8.  up  here 
Jn  additioti  to  mails  foi  the  7th  Division  mails  for  Corps  Head  Quarters 
6th  Cavalry  Brigade,  3rd  Division  Head  Quarters  and  8th  Brigade  were 
senl  by  T.  Boat  and  had  to  be  unloaded  and  despatched  from  Arab 
Village.  Alain  Khan  Inspector  supervised  the  Borting  and  despatch  of 
mails  for  the  3rd  Division  Head  Quarters  and  8th  Brigade  and  Corps 
Head  Quarters;  fortheresl  I  was  ably  assisted  by  my  Inspector.  Davison. 
On  the  20th  July  the  Army  Commander  came  up.  I  went  on  hoard 
his  boal  and  saw  one  of  his  staff  and  made  arrangements  for  a  posl 
office  to  work  on  hoard  during  the  A.C.'s  stay  up  here.  The  A.C.  teft 
here  on  the  2  1th  July. 

On  the  27th  July  I  took  over  F.!\().  13  (6th  Cavalry  Brigade). 

During  the  whole  time  I  have  been  up  here  1  have  remained  atta<  hed 
to  the  7th  (Mcrrm)  Division.  Right  through  the  Division  has  taken 
an  interest  in  its  post  offices  and  has  given  me  a  dv.A  of  assistance.  At 
first  as  already  stated  the  postal  arrangements  were  disgraceful  and  I 
was  worried  all  day  with  complaints  and  suggestions  (very  often  very 
poor  ones)  for  improvements,  By  degrees  however  matters  began  to 
improve.  As  soon  as  ever  I  was  given  a  Divisional  Pos1  Office  and  a 
Post  Office  for  each  Brigade  (in  February)  I  arranged  with  the  Division 
that  the  Division  Head  Quarters  and  Brigade  Head  Quarters  were  to  be 
held  responsible  for  the  retaining  of  their  Post  Offices  and  in  the  event 
ol  a  move  taking  place  they  were  to  supply  transpori  and  move  their 
post  office  as  though  it  were  part  and  parcel  of  the  Division  or  the  Brigade 
Head  Quarters  and  from  that  day  to  this  I  have  never  had  any  trouble 
as  regards  the  post  offices  when  a  move  took  place. 

The  two  great  drawbacks  to  any  good  postal  system  have  been  the 

weather  and  lack  of  sufficient  statT.  In  the  winter  the  weather  was  very 
wet  and  eold.  and  in  the  summer  the  flies,  heat  and  dust  have  been 
terrible.     Until  a  very  short  time   ago  the  post  offices  were1  all  simile- 
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handed  which  meant  thai  the  Postmaster  could  never  leave  bis  office. 
Even  now  i  w  »  of  my  Offices  arc  still  single  handed.     In  spite  of  all  thesi 

discomforts    and     difficulties    the     I\().  staff  of  the  7th    Division   have 

stuck  to  their  job  most  nobly  arid  without  their  co-operation  the  greal 
improvement  in  the  Postal   arrangements  here  could   never   have   beei 
made.    Mr.  Davison  who  joined  me  as  Inspector  in  February  and  my 
camp  clerk  Mohamad   Ahdulla   have   been   my  ri<_'ht    hand   men   right 
through. 


Lt.  E.  B.  Thompson  walking  across  Mesopotamia. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 
MESOPOTAMIA. 
Voyage   of    H.    M.    L.   "Chin"    1916- 

ON  the  morning  of  the   1st  April   1916  at   3  a.m.  the  launch  "Chin  " 
left  Basrah  with  His  Majesty's    mails    for    Nasiriyab.     To    tb« 
side  of  the  launch  and  twice  its  size  was  tied  a   mahela  containing 
over  250  bags  of  mails  which  had  been  brought  in    by    the    steamer 
from  Bombay  the  previous  evening. 

Progress  against  the  tide  and  the  current  was  not  as  rapid  as  one 
could  have  wished  and  it  took  13  long  hours  to  cover  the  45  miles  which 
separate  Qurnah  from  Basrah.  The  country  all  along  was  inundated 
by  the  floods  which  were  now  at  their  highest  and  but  for  the  date  palms 
on  the  river  banks,  it  would  have  been  well-nigh  impossible  to  follow  the 
channel  of  the  river. 

At  Qurnah  mails  for  the  garrison  were  given  out  and  it  was  while 
engaged  in  this  work  that  the  "  Chin  "  nearly  came  to  an  untimely 
end.  A  paddle  steamer,  towing  two  enormous  barges,  and  turning  round  to 
take  up  a  berth,  was  carried  away  by  the  current  and  came  crashing  down 
on  the  "  Chin  ".  Fortunately  the  skipper  of  the  paddlei  saw  what  was 
happening  just  in  time  and  by  skilful  steermanship  sheered  off  but  not 
before  one  of  the  barges  collided  so  violently  with  the  "  Chin  "  that  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  her  journey  seemed  at  first  the  only  possible 
consequence.  However  the  "  Chin"  survived  and  at  *i  p.m.,  after  coal- 
ing, taking  on  some  more  mails  and  a  guard,  she  finally  passed  through 
the  bridge  of  boats  which  spans  the  Euphrates. 

Travelling  by  night  along  an  unknown  river  with  a  crew  doing  the 
trip  for  the  first  time  is  a  risky  undertaking,  and  so  it  was  decided  to  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  possible  while  there  was  light  and  then  tie  up.  hut  about 
7  p.m.  all  further  progress  was  abruptly  terminated  bj  some  submerged 
obstruction  which  the  ship  had  apparently  fouled.  All  efforts  to  get 
free  ended  in  failure  and.  as  it  was  too  dark  t<>  Bee,  there  was  nothing 
lor  it  but  to  wait  until  morning.  Sentries  were  posted,  but  tin1  night's 
rest  was  continually  disturbed  by  their  challenges.  It  was  evident 
that  there  was  something  in  the  wind.  Every  now  and  then  the  dark 
form  of  a  "  mashoof  "  would  glide  Bwiftly  across  ahead  or  astern  and 
disappear  again  into  the  night.  Hut  there  was  no  attack  and  with  the 
dawn  the  reason  was  soon  made  apparent.  Five  hundred  yards  up- 
stream was  anchored  a  grim  looking  monitor  with  its  4  7  trained  on  to 
the  neighbouring  Arab    village.     It  subsequently  transpired  that  the 
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Inhabitants  of  thai  particular  village    bad    not    been    behaving    them- 
selves as  they  s&ould  and   thai    theii  condud    had  ed   summai 
punishmenl . 

The  obstruction  of  the  previous  evening  bad  melted  away  with  the 
night,  and  the  next  ball  was  al  the  telegraph  station  pi  Chabaiab  which 
was  reached  at  (.)  a.m.     Elerethe  mail   bag  dropped  and  also  some 

rations,  badly  needed  by  the  small  garrison  which  had  been  forced  to 
take  to  living  in  boats  owing  to  the  floods.     At  (  habaish  a  convoy  wi 
overtaken  which  had  Left  Qurnah  four  days  previously  am'  ae  there  we 
some  mails  with  it  they   were  transferred   to   the"  Chin  '!   so  thai   they 
might  reach  their  destination  more  quickly. 

An  hour  after  passing  Chabaish  the  Hamar  Lake  was  entered  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that  the  pilot  knew  very  little  about  the  wat< 
of  the  lake,  and  indeed,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  good  offices  of  one  of  1 
monitors  guarding  the  lake  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  "  Chin  "  would 
ever  have  struck  the  "  Hakeika  Channel"  which  is  very  difficult  to 
find,  being  effectually  screened  by  the  tall  reeds  for  which  the  lake  is 
noted. 

At  about  4  p.m.  the  same  evening  Hakeika  was  reached  and  marls 
for  the  troops  were  given  out  to  the  S.  S.  0.  who  in  addition  to  his  many 
other  duties  also  does  the  work  of  postmaster.  This  is  perhaps  not 
as  it  should  be,  but  no  other  scheme  is  practicable.  Sickness  makes  all 
services  shorthanded  and  the  postal  service  is  no  exception  to  the  general 
rule  ;  so  willing  helpers  are  collected  where  they  can  be  found  and  the 
work  is  got  through  by  hook  or  crook. 

The  next  halt  (at  4  p.m.)  was  at  Junction  Camp.  The  Euphrates 
here  is  working  out  for  itself  a  new  channel  which  passes  by  the  towns  of 
Suk-es-Sheyukh  and  Khamsiyah  and  finally  flows  into  the  Shatt-el-Arab 
a  few  miles  above  Basrah.  Over  a  hundred  bags  of  mails  were  handed 
over  to  the  Postal  Inspector  who  controls  the  mail  line  between  Khamsi- 
yah and  Junction  Camp.  Mails  for  Suk  and  Khamsiyah  are  forwarded 
by  country  boats  in  charge  of  Arab  policemen .  The  journey  to  Kham- 
siyah takes  from  seven  to  eight  hours. 

As  several  hours  of  daylight  still  remained,  it  was  decided  to  push 
on  to  Nasiriyah  the  same  evening.  But  this  decision  was  arrived  at  with- 
out reckoning  with  the  current  which  above  Junction  Camp  is  very  swift. 
Pedestrians  on  the  river  banks  were  easily  outstripping  the  "  Chin ' 
which  laboured  on.  till  night  and  a  "  Shamal "  put  a  stop  to  all  further- 
progress. 

As  daybreak  on  the  third  day  the  last  part  of  the  journey  was  begun. 
The  final  ten  miles  to  Nasiriyah  were  completed  without  incident  except 
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on  one  oc<  asion  when  the  ourn  q1  all  but  carried  the  *'  Chin  "  into  a  pile 
of  wreckage  with  which  the  Turks  had  ineffectively  tried  to  block  he 
river  Last  year. 

At   L0  a.m.  the  mud  walls  of  Nasiriyah  hove  in  and  that  the 

arrival  of  the  mails  was  not  unexpected  was  proved  by  the  fact  that 
a  cheerful  party  of  Territ<  rials  was  abroad  in  a  moment  and  busy  dis- 
embarking the  bags  in  record  time.  After  being  sorted  into  lour  group 
representing  the  different    pos  es  in    Nasiriyah  they  were    hurried 

away  for  final  delivery  and  by  noon  everyone  was  reading  bis  mail  \\lii<li 
taken  altogether  in  point  of  numbers  and  quickness  oi  transit  <  onstituted 
a  re<  ord  for  Nasiriyah. 

In  addition  to  I  ekly  mail  steamer  advantage  is  taken  ol  every 

possible  boat  which  plies  between  Qurnah  and  Nasiriyah.  But  the  sub- 
siding of  the  Roods  has  now  resulted  in  a  corresponding  decrease  of  watei 
in  the  lake  so  that  at  the  present    moment    only  country  boats  can  i  r< 

the   lake.       The   mails  ai  e    iiowed    up     in     a     inahela     l>\      the 

'  Chin  "  as  Ear  as  "  Lakehead  "  from  where  the  mahela  proceeds  nndei 
her  own  sail  to  Ilakeika.  Here  the  noil  is  picked  up  by  a  launch  and 
Brought  up  to  Nasiriyah. 

The  journey  across  the  lake  is  a  tedious  one  and  sometime-  takes 
the  best  part  of  four  day-  it  the  winds  are  adverse,  whi<  h  they  are  for  the 
best  paii  of  the  year  for  river  craft  proceeding  upstream,  it  thus 
happens  that  a  mail  now  take-  a.  week  to  reach  Nasiriyah. 

The  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  steamers  air  not  so 
seriously  felt  in  the  case  of  outward  mails.  Country  craft  do  tin 
journey  to  Qurnah  in  30  hours  by  making  use  oi  their  sails  all  the  way. 
.Mails  are  despatched  therefore  whenever  a  convoy  leaves  Nasiriyah 
and  this  is  as  often  as  four  times  a  week.  AlS  it  is  useless  to  ask  a  Briton 
to  write  as  the  spirit  moves  him  and  as  he  must  have  his  "  mail  "  da\  . 
Monday  9  p.m.  has  been  oflu ially  declared  as  "mail  day  "  for  the  garris< 
at  Nasiriyah. 

At  Nasiriyah  itself  there  are  three  Field  Post  Offices  and  there  ifi 
also  a  Civil  Post  Office  situated  in  the  town.  The  dimes  of  the  V\*\(\ 
Offices  are  mainly  to  receive  and  deliver  mails  to  the  troops.  A  i  onsi- 
derable  amount  of  money  order  work  is  also  done  with  the  Indian  t  loops 
while  the  British  troops  prefer  to  -end  their  savings  home  by  British 
Postal  Order,  since  they  buy  these  Orders  Eree  of  poundage. 

The  Civil  Post  Ollu  e  in  the  town  is  always  a  sour<  e  oi  interest.  The 
postmaster  is  a  Goanese  and  a  Portuguese  subject  and  the  postmen  are 
Arabs.  Through  the  medium  of  this  office,  the  "Basrah  Times"'  sends 
broadcast    to    Arab    Sheikhs    its  weekly     Arabic    edition  of    Renter's 

telegrams. 
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The  locaj  merchants  wrho  were  al  first  suspicious  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  out  newly  opened  Postal  Service  now 
correspond  extensively  through  its  medium  and  have  recently  taken  to 
remitting  large  sums  of  money  by  money  order. 

In  conclusion,  reference  must  be  made  to  the  possibilities  (from  a 
postal  point  of  view)  which  the  opening  of  the  Basrah-Nasiriyah 
Railway  will  bring  in  its  train.  Nasiriyah  will  then  no  Longer  have  to 
depend  on  an  over-varying  waterway  with  attendant  delays,  but  will 
receive  a  quick  and  regular  service  of  mails  by  railway. 

Doubtless  in  the  near  future  the  world  will  be  informed  of  the  run- 
ning of  the  first  Mesopotamia  Postal  Express  wThich  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
not  be  a  mere  local  service  to  Nasiriyah,  but  will,  with  the  extension  of 
the  railway,  seek  a  terminus  in  some  port  on  the  Mediterranean  and 
carrv  with  it  the  foreign  mails. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

PERSIA, 
Persian  L.  of  G. 
By 

Lt.  M.   Bickers,  A.  D.  P.  S-,  Caucasus, 

1919. 

OF  the  numerous  '  side-shows  "  of  the  Great  War  probably  none 
was  more  fraught  with  the  glamour  of  high  adventure  than 
the  enterprise  of  '  Dunsterforce."  Certainly  the  chronicles 
of  no  other  recent  expedition  read  so  much  like  one  of  those  enthralling 
G.  A.  Henty  stories  that  quickened  the  pulses  of  our  youth 
jfcnd  excited  the  wanderlust  within  us.  However,  *  Adventui  s 
are  to  the  Adventurous  'and  the  presenl  narrative  of  the  humble 
)att  played  by  a  plain  little  unit  attached  to  some  very  gallant 
■trees  must  rely  for  interest  on  the  reflected  glory  from  such 
tames  as  "Dunsterforce"  "Thomson's  Force  '  "Norper  Force  The 
immortal  39th  Infantry  Brigade  The  Caspian  Navy  The  Royal  Air 
Force  at  Petrovsk  and  Tchetchin,  cV-c.  &c.  Something  too  the  Btory 
must  gain  in  interest  from  the  venue  of  its  action.  North  Persia  from 
Bamadan  (Ecbatana  of  the  ancients)  Teheran.  Kasvin,  along  the  eastern 
■ope  of  the  ElbuTZ  Mountains  to  the  Caspian  Sea  ;  then  North  to  A//  r- 
ftaijan  and  Baku,  the  land  flowing  with  oil  and  blood  Wesl  into  the 
Caucasus,  the  cradle  of  our  race,  to  Tiflis,  Georgia,  the  ?■•  puted  home  oi 
womanlv  beauty,  to  snowy  Kazheck  where  Legend  chained  "Prom<  theus" 
of  old.  and  then  down  to  the  Black  Sea  by  '  Colchis  Strand,"  again 
North  beyond  Alexander's  ''Caspian  Gates""  at  Derbent,  beyond  the 
tabled  prison  of  "  Gog  and  Magog  "  and  so  to  the  frozen  stepp<  s  and 
Pel  rovsk.  Still  again  North  and  into  the  ice-bound  ( laspian  to  Tchetchin 
Island  among  the  huts  of  the  sturdy  Volga  fishermen  Earned  for  their 
iturgeon  and  their  caviare.  East  across  the  Caspian  to  Kjasnovodsk, 
starting  point  of  Muscovite  ambitions  For  the  domination  of  Asia  and 
if  the  Trans-Caspian  Railway;  still  "East  by  this  Lrivat  metalled  road, 
that  leads  on  to  far  "Cathay,"  across  the  waste  Bteppes  <>t  Central 
Asia  to  Askabad,  to  Merv,  "Queen  of  the  ancienl  world,"  and  into  the 
holy  city  of  Meshed. 

In  these  fields  the  work  of  the  "  Post  Office  of  India  "  is  not  entirely 
without  interest.  Then'  was  much  work  done,  more  or  Less  lasting 
results  were  achieved,  and  praise  and  blam    came  its  way  with  almost 
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equal  impartiality.     There  wa  a  the  li  aff  for 

many  long  months  hut   th  re  v.\,i-  also  much  cheer,   much   in 
«  \n«  ri  >nce,  much  joy,  and  sora    pal  b 

Dunsterforce,  known  .  The  Hush  Hush  Crowd  "  first  took  the 
field  early  in  1918  bul  no  Field  Pos1  Offices  were  attached  to  it*.  In  July 
of  thai  year  Dunsterforce 

which  had  gol  to  appreciate  fche  advantage  9  of  organised  Field  Post  Offii 
in  Mesopotamia.     Members  of  the  Brigade  had  got  to  know  and  love  the 
"■  Babus."  who  formed  their  link,  for  news  and   parcels,  with    hom 
when  they  were  ordered  900  mi)  -    into    the    blue  they   wisely    decided 
not  to  go  unaccompanied  by  their  useful  Field   Pos1  Offi< 

About  the  same  time  the  Lines  of  Communication  from  Baghdad 
to   Baku  through  Persia  tr  wing  replete  with  S  -  and  .Mm. 

Motor  Transport  Companies,  Supply  Sections,  Ordnance  Dumps,   Post 
Commandants,   Casualty  Clearing  station-,   and   of  course    Field    1' 
Offices  opened  Field  Post  Office  120  a1   Ham:  F.P.O3. 

76  and  123  at  Kasvin,  and  F. P.O.  88  at  Enzeli. 

The  personnel  of  th  P.Os.hadinm<  s  to  march  up  from  B 

ghdad  during  the  hot  weather.    The  personnel  of  F.P.O.  81  e  dtheii 

wanderings  off  the  beaten  t  ack  a  ■ /.      in.     The  marching  echelon 

to  which  these  men  were  at1   ch  d  got  sudden  orders  while  en  rouu  to 
proceed  to  Zinjan  owingt*  distw  f  there  ;  and  as  the  F.  P.O. 

staff    had  made  themselvi  al  in  various   capacities  as    interpret 

quarter-masters,  &c.,  t]    yhadb  of  responsibility 

in  their  echelon,  and  so  cam-  into  action  with  \\w-  rest  wh< 
sitv  ar 

I  low  <  \-(  r,aftertheir  long  march  and  ;».  d  wanderings,  F.P.O.  «si 

eventually  arrived  in  Baku  during  those  b  ays  in  I  ond  week 

of  September  1918,  whop  a.  little  British  insisting  of  about   1,300 

infantry,  four  field  batteri  effort 

hampered  by  an  obstructive  and  revolutionary  populace,  heroically 
defended  Baku  from  the  (  -Islam  A.t  that  time  the  various 

British  Unit  headquarters  in  the  town  were  being  accurately  ranged 
on  by  the  enemy  guns.  F.P.O.  >^i.  working  as  the  rest  under  shell  fire, 
suffered  no  casualties.  At  that  time  only  no.il  and  delivery  work  could 
he  done.     Money  order  work  was  restricted. 


*  None  were  allowed  at  first,     ks  soon  as  they  were    kllowed   they    were  provided. 
By  the  time  the    39th    Brigade    marched    into    r  were  already    F.P.Os.   at 

Kermanshah,  Hamadan  and  Kasvin.     Ed. 

+  The  Turks  were  at tacking  in  force,  had  taken  Tabriz  and  were  trying  to  capture 
Kasvin. 
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All  the  world  knows  the  story  of  the  evacuation  of  Baku  by  out 
forces  on  thai  tyjbeful  L4th  of  September  1918;  and  with  the  immortal 
39th  Infantry  Brigade  withdrew  also  their  Indian  K.I'.O.  81,  sharing 
together  what  litl  le  space  I  here  was  on  I  he  crowded  decks  of  t  be  ( Caspian 
liner-  "  Kruger"  hound  for  Enzeli. 

Describing  the  situation  a  few  weeks  prior  to  this,  General  Dunstei 
ville,  in  bis  hook  The  Adventures  of  Dunsterforc  .  writes  .  "A 
British  general  on  the  Caspian,  the  only  sea  unploughed  h<  fore  by  British 
keels,  on  hoard  a  ship  named  after  a  South  African  Dutch  President  and 
whilom  enemy,  sailing  from  a  Persian  port,  under  tie-  Serbian  flag,  to 
relieve  from  the  Turks  a  body  of  Armenians  in  a  revolutionary  Russian 
town.  Let  the  reader  piek  his  way  through  that  delirious  tangle  and  envy 
us  our  task  who  will !" 

Reverse  the  direction  of  the  good  ship  "Kruger. "  add  the  remnants 
of  a  very  gallant  army,  imagine  the  gaunt  spectre  of  failure,  th<-  -add*  n- 
ing  visions  of  the  abandoned  little  mounds  "  that  are  for  ever  England," 
the  misgivings  for  friends,  recollections  of  sinister  threats  of  massacre, 
and  suspicions  of  the  traditional  lust  of  "  stubborn  Turks  and  Tartars" 
and  envy,  who  will,  the  depressing  feeling  of  lost  loneliness  which  must 
have  been  the  lot  of  what  was  a  very  tiny  and  practically  the  only  Indian 
Unit  in  this  situation. 

However,  if  this  reads  like  the  gloom  of  defeat,  let  us  recollect 
that  there  was  victory  in  such  a  reverse.  A  few  weeks  later  all  were  to 
return  triumphant  to  take  up  the  work  where  it  had  been  left  off.  Here 
for  a  time  let  us  leave  the  fortunes  of  F.P.O.  81  with  the  39th  Infantry 
Brigade  resting  on  their  oars  at  Enzeli  till  the  Turkish  Armistice  of 
1st  November  1918. 

In  the  meantime  the  Field  Post  Offices  on  the  Lines  of  Communica- 
tion at  Hamadan,  Kasvin  and  Rcsht  were  struggling  to  maintain  proper 
mail  communications  with  Baghdad  and  the  outer  world.  Their's 
was  no  light  task,  with  transport  exceedingly  scarce,  a  small  staff  and 
tremendous  distances  to  be  traversed.  '  Metallic  Elizabeth  "  sometimes 
flippantly  termed"T.in  Lizzie"had  many  wooers  at  this  time.  F.P.Os  lied  to 
compete  for  her  favours  with  such  powerful  suitors  as  Supplies.  Ordnance. 
Hospital  Comforts,  Canteens  and  the  D.R.L.S.  In  this  shortage  of  mecha- 
nical transport  F.P.Os.  were  obliged  to  resort  ft)  local  animal  transport. 
Mails  were  conveyed  by  this  means,  generally  under  contract  with  local 
sharks,  and  without  escorts  owing  to  the  shortage  of  personnel.  Consi- 
dering the  tremendous  distances  to  be  covered,  time  and  opportunity 
provided  irresistable  temptations  for  the  local  muleteers  and  the  plunder- 
ing of  mail  bags  became  a  habit.  Parcel  bags  were  systematically 
ravaged,  and  even  letter  mails  suffered.  This  state  of  affairs  continued 
with  but  little  improvement  even  when  F.P.Os.  detained  mails  and  sent 
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them  forward  only  when  escorts  wore  available.     However,   the  need 
for  more  adequate  transport  facilities  for  mails,  had  a  powerful  advocate 
in  the  Director  of  Postal  Services  at    Baghdad,  who  sacrificed  a  hard 
earned  Mesopotamian  leave  to  inspect    mail     arrangements  in   North 
Persia  and  who  succeeded  in  obtaining  from*  "Percoms"  an  agreemeni 
that  mails  should  take  s<  cond  place  on  their  list  of  priority  for  mechanical 
transport  as  soon  as  the  situation  should  ease  to  some  extent.     From 
about  February  1919  all  mails  circulating  in  North  Persia  were  convey 
by  Army  Mechanical  Transport  with  expedition  and  s  curity  ;  and  ulti- 
mately the  mail  transit  period,  from  the  remotest  part-  of  Norperforce 
and  Thompson's  Force  areas  to  London  was  so  reduced  as  to  be  appn 
ciably  less  than  the  mail  transit  period  from  Baghdad  to  London. 

In  November  1918,  under  the  terms  of  the  Turkish  Armistice,    the 
Turkish,  or '•Caucasus- Islam,"  Army  which  had  occupied   Baku  after  the 
departure  of  our  troops  in  September  1918  was  required  to  surrender  to 
our  forces  at    Enzeli,  and  in  November  General  Thompson  sailed  with 
lis  Navy  and  his  Army  (not  to    mention    his  Field  Post  Office)  to  n  - 
occupy  Baku  and  Azerbaijan  generally  ;  and  to  link  up  at  Tiftis  with  the 
British  Forces,  which  had  proceeded  from  Salonica  to  ( lonstanl  inople  and 
thence  across  the  Black  Sea.  to  Batoum   and  into  the  Caucasus.     At  this 
time  it   was  decided  for  administrative  convenience   that    "Norperforce 
occupying  the  area  from     Hamadan  to  the  Caspian  Sea    and  General 
Thompson's  force  in    Baku,  the  Caucasus    and    Trans-Caspia.     should 
come  under  the  command  of  the  "Mediterranean  Expeditionary  Force" 
(later  known  as  the  "  Army  of  the  Black  Sea")  with    headquarters  at 
Constantinople.    In  February  1919,  in  accordance  with  this  arrangemen 
the  control  of  F.P.Os.  120,  76,  123,  88  and  81  at  Hamadan    Kasvin,  Enzeli 
and   Baku,  was  transferred  to  the  Deputy  Director,  British  Army  Pos1 
Offices,  whose  headquarters   were  at   Constantinople.     Tho  transferred 
offices  were  based  on  the  Indian  Base  Post  Office    '  H  ?>  at    Lembet 
(Salonika).     At  the  time  of  making  this    transfer  the  Director,    Po 
Services  at  Baghdad  sent  forward,  through  Persia,  adequate   reinforce 
ments  for  all  these  offices,  and  also  an  officerf  ranking  as  an  Assistant 
Director,  Postal  Services,  who  was  instructed  to  effect  liaison  with    the 
British  Army  Post  Office  and  to  take  charge  of  all  Field  Posl  I  Mlir  -  and 
mail  arrange  ments  in  the  transferred  area. 

The  account  and  administrative  difficulties,  consequent  on  basing 
these  offices  on  so  distant  an  office  as  Base  "'  11  (Salonika)  wen  partly 
nut  by  the  transfer,  at  the  end  of  May.  of  the  Indian  Base  Pos1  Offic  to 
Chanak  in  the  Dardanelles.     The   advantages,     however,   of  expedit  d 

•Officer  Commanding  Persian   Lines  of  Communication. 
+  Lt.   Bickers,  the  writer  of  this  Chapl 
i  c 
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mails,  consequenl  on  the  transfer,  were  considerable.  The  Tr?n 
Caucasian  Railway  was  soon  organised  under  a  British  Railway  Mission, 
i  be  I  aspian  Steamer  Services  bet  ween  t  he  occupied  port-  wen-  regularised 
ami  speeded  up  under  control  of  the  "  Inland  Water  Transport  "  autho- 
rities and  with  Ian-  Mechanical  Transport  facilities  and  improved  roai 
from  llania.dan  to  the  Caspian,  it  soon  became  possible  for  a  writer  in 
Teheran  or  Hamadan  to  get  a  reply  to  a  letter  in  6  or  8  week-  from 
London. 

That  invaluable  Baedeker,  guide  in  bis  volume  for  Russia 
(1913),  gives  the  period  for  the  journey  from  London  to  Teheran  as 
8^  days.  The  route  lay  through  Ostend-Berlin- Warsaw  or  Lemberg- 
Rostov-Petrovsk-Baku,-Enzeli  and  Ka«vin.  In  the  disorganised  Mate 
of  Europe,  and  more  particularly  of  Russia,  at  the  period  under  considera- 
tion, the  best  route  was  that  actually  arranged  for  our  mails  via  Kasvin, 
Enzelli,  Baku,  Tiflis,  Batoum,  Constantinople,  Taranto,  Brindisi,  Turin, 
Lyons  and  Boulogne.  The  time  taken  by  mails  travelling  this  route 
varied  from  about  20  to  30  days. 

Consequent  on  this  satisfactory  state  of  mail  arrangements,  General 
Mallison's  Mission  (operating  in  Central  Asia  at  Askabad  and  Merv,  with 
headquarters  at  Meshed  in  Khorasan  (Persia)  though  based  on  India, 
could  be  served  more  expeditiously  for  English  mail  matter  through 
Indian  Field  Post  Office  409  of  our  force,  then  established  at  Krasnavodsk 
(Trans-Caspia).  For  a  short  period  before  '  Mallison's  Mission  I 
withdrew  from  Askabad,  mails  for  that  force,  from  London  actually 
circulated  through  the  route  indicated,  and  some  letters  for  returned' 
officers  actually  reached  India  by  post  overland  through  the  heart  of 
Europe  and  Asia.  All  mails  for  allied  and  neutral  legations  in  Teheran 
were  handled  by  our  F.P.Os.  while  circulating  in  their  area. 

We  must  turn  from  contemplation  of  these  efficiently  working  mail 
arrangements  to  review  the  difficulties  of  the  internal  workings  of  the 
F.P.Os.  During  the  whole  period  of  1919  that  F.P.Os.  120,  76,  123,  88,  81, 
406  and  410,  remained  in  the  Field,  demobilisation  of  all  units  with  the 
Forces  was  proceeding  very  rapidly.  The  Forces  served  by  our  F.P.Os. 
had  suffered  numerous  casualties  in  August  and  September  1918.  For 
months  casualty  lists,  hospital  evacuation  lists,  distribution  lists  of  units, 
detached  duty  lists,  &c.,  &c,  had  not  been  received  Jby  F.P.Os.,  and  in 
most  instances  no  records  of  these  were  available  in  unit  orderly  rooms. 
Consequently  mail  matter  in  large  quantities  was  being  received  back 
from  units  without  any  remarks  to  guide  the  Post  Office  as  to  the  further 
disposal  of  the  articles.  This  situation,  of  rapidly  accumulating  undeli- 
verable  letters  and  parcels,  was  aggravated  by  the  rapid  demobilisation 
going  en  all  the  while.  At  the  same  time,  in  co-operation  with  the  British 
Army  Po^t  Office,  our  Field  Post  Offices  were  required  to  take   up  the 
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functions  of  "  Military  Forwarding  Offices  "  in  their  areas.  These 
"Military  Forwarding"  facilities  were  particularly  popular  at  this  time 
when  officers  proceeding  on  demobilisation  found  their  kits  an  encum- 
brance en  route  and  not  urgently  required  on  return  to  civil  life.  Also 
there  were  numerous  packages  of  deceased  officers9  effects  to  be  handled, 
and  altogether,  our  F.P.Os.  with  small  stall's  were  finding  it  increasingly 
difficult  to  cope  with  their  work  satisfactorily.  Headquarters  both  of 
Norperforce  and  the  39th  Infantry  Brigade  were  very  appreciative 
of  our  difficulties,  and  willingly  lent  men  from  British  units  for  duty  with 
F.P.Os.  At  Baku,  where  the  bulk  of  sorting,  redirecting,  and  Military 
Forwarding  work  had  to  be  arranged,  the  39th  Brigade  attached  veterans 
from  various  units  for  whole  time  duty  at  the  F.P.O.  These  men,  who 
had  a  fund  of  information  about  men  of  their  units  who  had  been  demobi- 
lised, detached,  hilled,  wounded,  evacuated.  &c„  were  of  invaluable 
assistance  in  sorting  unit  mails  and  disposing  of  returned  letters  and 
parcels.  The  information  gleaned  from  these  men,  from  old  casualty, 
distribution  and  evacuation  lists,  which  were  now  being  traced,  from  the 
3rd  Echelon  and  from  various  sources  was  now  being  co-ordinated. 
Card-indices  were  completed  for  past  and  present  members  of  the  Forces, 
and  separate  "  Returned  Letter  Offices  "  were  opened,  one  at  Kasvin 
in  a  small  way  and  one  on  a  more  ambitious  scale  at  Baku.  The  rein- 
forcements sent  up  from  Baghdad  in  February  had  commenced  to  arrive 
by  the  end  of  April,  and  by  the  end  of  May  the  organisation  of  these 
"  Returned  Letter  Offices  "  and  all  other  departments  of  the  various 
F.P.Os  had  attained  efficient  order,  and  it  was  found  possible  to  dis- 
pense with  the  assistance  of  the  British  Ranks  so  generously  lent  by  the 
various  units. 

Early  in  April  it  had  been  foimd  necessary  to  obtain  an  Indian  Field 
Post  Office  equipment  and  its  personnel  from  the  base  at  Salonika.  On 
its  arrival  F.P.O.  409  was  opened  in  the  port  of  Krasnavodsk  to  serve 
the  British  units  in  Trans-Caspia,  and  to  forward  mails  into  Central 
Asia  for  General  Mallison's  Mission  at  Askabad,  Merv  and  .Meshed,  as 
has  already  been  explained.  A  few  weeks  later  the  British  Caspian 
Navy  had  grown  into  a  large  and  important  force,  consisting  of  armed 
Caspian  Merchantmen,  Oil  Tankers,  and  fasl  "Coastal  Motor  Boats'' 
for  the  raiding  of  the  Bolshevik  port  of  Astrakhan,  which  had  hitherto 
been  ice-bound.  This  navy,  together  with  two  Bea-plane  Bquadrons  of 
the  Royal  Air  Force,  was  based  mainly  on  Petrovsk  port  and  Tchetchin 
Island.  A  regiment  of  Punjabis  and  some  machine  gunners  were  also 
stationed  at  Petrovsk  to  keep  peace  among  the  warlike  Daghastanis 
and  other  local  factions.  In  order  to  provide  postal  facilities  for  all 
these  units,  Indian  Field  Post  Office  410  was  opened    at  Petrovsk  in  Maw 

With  the  reticence  traditionally  characteristic  of  the  Senior  Service, 
the  story  may  perhaps  never  be  told  elsewhere  of  the  indomitable   Lri  i 
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winch  went  bo  die  creating  of  the  British  Caspian  Fleet.  The  nucl 
was  built  up  of  old  lank-  .-trainers,  reinforced  and  adapted  U>i  gun- 
tnountingB  with  the  crudesl  of  tools  which  had  firsl  to  be  hand 
forged  from  old  railway  iron  by  a  few  British  Naval  Engineers 
employing  Russian  workmen,  who  were  constantly  going  Bolshevik. 
The  capture  and  internmenl  .it  Baku  on  the  1st  March  1919  of  the 
Russian  Caspian  fleet,  which  had  turned  Bolshevik,  by  a  couple  of  Coastal 
Motor  Boats  commanded  by  midshipmen  was  carried  out  with 
a  finesse  and  boldness  worthy  of  the  best  Naval  traditions. 
The  refusal  of  the  politicians  to  permit  the  use  of  the  ready-made 
captured  fleet  thus  acquired,  against  the  fast  and  powerful  Bolshevik 
fleet,  was  not  only  disheartening  but  necessitated  the  further  converting 
in  the  ship-yards  of  Baku  of  Tank  steamers  into  gun-boats  on  a  Heath 
Robinson  kind  of  plan.  The  work  had  to  be  completed  against  time,  as 
the  thawing  of  the  North  end  of  the  Caspian  would  very  soon  enable 
the  powerful  Bolshevik  Caspian  fleet  at  Astrakhan  to  take  the  sea. 

A  propos  of  this,  a  picture  occurs  vividly  to  memory  of  an  incident 
encountered  one  morning  in'the  ordinary  course  of  visiting  friends   and 
taking  them  their  letters.     The  scene  was  a  Naval  yard  in  Baku.     It 
was  a  snowy  March  morning  with  temperature  below  zero,  a  general 
pro-Bolshevik  strike  of  all  working  classes  was  being  loudly  proclaimed 
by  the  shrieks  of  a  thousand  dissonant  sirens.     On  a  drift-blown  pier 
could  be  seen  the  great-coated  figure  of  a  certain  Naval  Engineer   officer, 
an  adventurous  spirit  who  had  thrown  up  a  small  admiral's  job  in  a  revolu- 
tionary navy  of  some    South  American    Republic  to  serve  in  the  war. 
Brandishing  a  huge  automatic  pistol,  he  harangued  a  hang-dog  crowd 
of  Russian  pro-Bolshevik  mechanics  and  workmen  in  a  flood    of    polv- 
glot  abuse,  that  threatened  to  thaw  all  the  ice  within    ear-shot.     From 
what  could  be  understood,  the  purpose  of  his  oration  was  to  convev 
forcibly  to  that  crowd,  that  if  they  attempted  to  join  the    strikers  or 
to  rush  the  dockyard  gates,  he  would  blow  the  whole     lot   to    Hades 
by  discharging  his  pistol  into  the  ammunition  dump  in  the  adjacent 
shed:     also  that   he  gave  the  leaders  of  his  crowd  two  minutes  to  bring 
in  an  amended  resolution  calling  the  strike  off  in  that  particular  ya"d, 
or  he  would  signal  the  British  manned  ship  in  the  offing  to  blow  the  whole 
dockyard    to  "smithereens;"  that  if  he  should  be  driven  to  this  course 
their  means  of  livelihood  would  disappear,  and  that  on  the  other  hand,  if 
they  put  in  a  good  day's  work,  and  made  really  nice  gun-mountings  for 
his  ship,  there  might  even  be  an  issue  of  decent  naval   rum  for   those 
vodka-swilling  lubbers  to  warm  their  insides  with.     This  was  the  only 
yard  in  Baku  on  which  there  was  no  strike  that  day,  and  those  gun- 
mountings  were  finished  in  time  for  that  ship  to  take  part  in  the  action 
which  ended  in  sending  the  great  Bolshevik  fleet  scuttling  up  the  Volga. 
Let  us  complete  the  picture  of  our  strike-breaker  friend.     As  we  adj  ourned 
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to  what  he  termed  the  "ward  room"  for  a  few  minutes  warmth  and 
breakfast,  a  spruce  orderly  handed  him  Routine  Orders  for  the  day, 
scarcely  reading  the  document  he  thrust  it  impatiently  into  his  pocket 
exclaiming  "My  sacred  aunt !  Naval  ratings  when  ashore  will  wear  their 
caps  in  a  fore  and  aft  direction"  I  know  it  all  by  heart — Six  inch  guns  on 
these  old  jam  tins!  Let  us  forget  it,  Come!  Hand  over  those  letters  I  know 
you  have  concealed  somewhere  about  your  person."  Opening  the 
first  he  thumped  the  table  "Great  Saints  !  My  bard-lying  money  !  Shall 
we  seek  cheer  in  the  Casino  to-night  ?  the  strike  means  there  will  be  no 
electricity,  so  it  ought  to  be  pretty  lively  if  I  know  anything  about  this 
little  old  village  ."     So  it  was. 

This  incident  has  not  been  dragged  in  to  give  stuffing  to  a  plain 
narrative  but,  being  typical,  it  should  serve  to  illustrate  the  general  state 
of  the  Caucasus  and  the  British  task  there  at  that  epoch.  A  setting  and 
back  ground  may  be  sketched  in  consisting  of  revolutions — comic  opera 
republics  taking  themselves  very  seriously — meetings  of  parliaments — 
hot  air — ultimatums — Britain  prepared  (more  or  less) — emergency 
cabinet  meetings — apologies — panegyrics — hectic  cabarets — vod  lea 
with  delayed  action — caviare — refined  music — ribald  dances — strikes — 
alarms — friendships  and  occasional  treacheries ;  and  with  it  all 
the  usual  daily  round  of  drills,  pickets,  patrols  ;  and  double  duties 
owing  to  increasing  responsibilities  and  a  Force  rapidly  diminishing 
under  an  accelerated  process  of  demobilisation.  This  order  of  things 
the  F.P.O.  unit  shared  with  the  rest,  serving  the  whole  Navy,  Army  and 
Air  Force  with  equal   zeal. 

Owing  to  the  extensive  responsibilities  of  the  Force,  and  its  reduced 
personnel,  very  small  units  had  constantly  to  be  detached  for  duty  in 
most  out-of-the-way  places.  This  complicated  work  for  the  F.P.Os., 
General  Milne,  in  his  despatches  covering  the  Operations  in  the  Caucasus 
during  1919,  testifies  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  very  junior  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  who  had  frequently  to  be  employed  in 
detached  positions  of  the  greatest  responsibility. 

The  following  sketch  will  serve  to  connect  in  the  readers  mind,  the  work 
of  the  Field  Post  Office  with  these  conditions  : — 

Scene. — Office  of  the  Assistant  Director,  Postal  Services  at  Baku. 

Time. — 1919  during  the  period  the  Peace  Conference  was  holding 
its  deliberations  in  Paris  and  fixing  boundaries,  neutral  zones, 
plebiscite  areas,  &c,  with  bewildering  precision  ;  while  the 
daily  '  Reuters  Summaries  '  received  in  distant  Forces, 
contained  nothing  but  verbatim  reports  of  President  Wilson's 
speeches.     Morning. 

Enter  a  junior  and  verv  flippant  subaltern  addressing 
A.D.P.S. 
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' -'Mail hags,  old  thing!  You  must  help  me  to  break  the  news 
to  mother.  I've  got  orders  to  take  tour  men  and  an 
interpreter  and  occupy  the  Neutral  Zone  from  A  to 
Z  -between  the  Tartar  and  Georgian  armie 

A.D.P.S. — "  How  do  you  propose  to  proceed  1  0  exalted  repre- 
sentative of  the  "  Big  Four. " 

J.  &  V.  F.  8. — "  Stamplicker,  mv  boy!  it  is  clear  you  are  DO 
soldier.  Have  I  not  four  0.  Ks.  and  an  Interpreter.  We 
surround  each  army  in  turn  and  push  it   back  a  little,  and 

voila  !!  a  beautiful  neutral  zone.  But  what  about  my 
letters  ?  How  do  you  propose  to  deliver  and  collect  our 
mails?" 

A,D.P.S.— "  That's  too  easy.  You  would  never  do  for  the  "  Staff." 
Mails  will  be  sent  up  with  supplies." 
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J.  &.  V.F.S. — "  Guess  again,  0  Tabloid.  We  don't  get  any  sup- 
plies. Once  we  leave  Baku  we  get  300  Roubles  a  day  in  lieu 
of  rations." 

A.D.P.S. — Proceeding  to  map  hanging  on  wall   (O.P.)   scrutinises 

it  with  a  worried  look. 

u  Ah!  at  S. — which  is  about  8  versts  from  the  nearest  point  on 
your  perhaps-to-be-neutral  zone  is.  J — of  the  K — 
shires.  He  is  supposed  to  be  stopping  the  massacres 
in  the  district.  He  has  not  so  large  a  force  as  yours  but  he 
has  a  beautiful  Ford  van  in  which  he  rushes  around, 
and  frequently  he  tootles  down  to  the  E.T.O.  at  E.  I  and  sends 
mails  for  people  in  that  part  of  the  blue  through  one  of  my 
stalwarts  three  times  a  week.  Your  mails  also  will  I  send 
to  him,  and  on  your  way  through  you  must  arrange  with  J 
of  the  K — shires,  to  take  up  your  stuff  as  far  as  his  head- 
quarters at  S. — The  last  lap  of  8  versts  or  so  you  must  arrange 
yourself.     That's  the  best  I  can  do." 

J.  &  V.  F.  S. — "  Wonderful !!  You  have  my  permission  to  put 
P.S.C.  after  your  thumb-impression.  In  the  name  of  "  That 
Great  Democracy  "  I  thank  you.  Cheerio  !  Now  to  the 
canteen." 

.Exit. 

In  this  way  mail  arrangements,  delivery  and  sorting  work,  the  work 
of  the  Returned  Letter  Offices  and  Military  Forwarding  Offices  had  cons- 
tantly to  be  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  Forces,  and  satisfactory 
services  were  maintained  in  innumerable  directions. 
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Some  account  must  now  be  given  of  the  interesting  tfdrk  of  Money 
Orders  and  British  Postal  Orders  in  our  area.  Field  Post  Offices  in  Persia 
had  a  comparatively  simple  task  as  there  were  bul  t  tree  fates  of  exchange 
of  krans;  to  Sterling,  and  Sterling  to  rupees,  in  which  their,  account- 
were  kept.  The  three  Icran  rates  were  the  Bank  rate,  the  ordinary 
official  rate,  and  the  official  preferential  rate.  Th<-  bazaar  rate  did  not 
greatly  effect  their  transact  ions,  and  despite  fluctuation-  in  exchange  the 
volume  of  money  order  work  in  Field  Post  others  in  IN  rsia  was  normal 
and  generally  confined  to  bona  fide  family  and  casual  remittances. 

On  the  other  hand  the  state  of  financial  aha irs  in  the  Caucasus  was 
chaotic.  Field  Post  Office  accounts  were  kept  in  rupees'.  Mosl  of 
their  work  was  to  issue  Sterling  Money  Orders.  The  conversion 
Bate  was  determined  officially  about  once  a  fortnight.  The  curren 
paid  into  F.  P.  0.  however  was  in  paper  roubles  of  the  follow- 
ing kinds.  Nikoli  or  Imperial  Roubles,  Kerensky  or  pan-Russian 
Revolutionary-Government  roubles,  Tiflisor  Caucasian  roubles,  and  Baku 
Bonds.  These  were  all  legal  tender  in  the  Force  and  had  to  be  accepted 
,'t  Field  Post  Offices.  Each  class  of  rouble  enumerated  above  was  sub- 
divided into  note  of  various  denominations,  and  moreover  there  were 
millions  worth  of  spurious  roubles  of  all  kinds  and  denominations  in 
circulation.  To  these  factors  add  the  sudden  changes  in  th  official  rates 
of  exchange  for  each  class  of  rouble,  and  the  daily  fluctuations 
of  the  market  rates  of  exchange  and  there  was  created  a  delirious 
state  of  affairs  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  Field  Post  Offices. 
Our  F. P.O.  staffs  were  not  financial  experts  nor  were  they  specialised 
bankers  and  accountants.  The  vigilance  required  to  cope  with  the 
situation  as  it  developed  was  a  tremendous  strain.  Let  it  be 
understood  that  the  official  rates  of  exchange  for  the  various  classes  of 
roubles  were  purely  arbitrary  and  represented  very  insignificant 
purchasing  value  in  the  country.  It  must  be  assumed,  in  common 
honesty,  that  the  army  paid  out  paper  roubles  to  troops  at  the  same  rate 
as  it  had  acquired  those  roubles.  But  since  the  market  rates  of  exchange 
dropped  rapidly,  the  purchasing  power  depreciated  in  proportion. 

A  propos  of  this  let  it  be  related  at  what  price  the  present     scribe 
acquired     wisdom    in    the     days     of     his      inexperieft  On     the 

long,  long  trail  from  Baghdad  to  Baku  greatly  had  he  tired 
of  a  diet  of  "  Bully  and  biscuits".  After  a  wearisome  journey  through 
the  frozen  wastes  and  mountains  of  North  Persia  at  last  to  reach  Baku. 
with  its  spacious  hotels,  its  illuminated  street-,  warm  restaurants',  gay 
crowds,  its  casinos,  operas,  ballets  and  caviare,  was  to  taste  again  the 
joys  of  civilisation.  To  one  who  had  spent  a  couple  of  years  in  the 
Mesopotamia  desert  the  appeal  was  irresistible.  Promptly  did  he  betake 
himself  to  the  Field  Cashier  and  demand  payment  of  his  entire  monthly 
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allowance  oitRs.  3CW  Tlie  Field  Cashier.  scenting  a  flew  comet 
very  obligingly  paid  him  the  Els.  300  with  an  enigmatic  smile,  in 
Baku  Bonds  at  6  to  the  rupee.  That  night,  with  a  friend,  also  a  oeii 
arrival,  it  was  planed  to  dine  at  a  oheery little  restaurant  and  go  on  to 

the   Opera,  afterwards.     Anyone    who    lias  travelled    in      Russia,    knows 

that  a  Russian  "  zakuska  "  is  a  meal  in  itself,  and  that  the  usual  Rin 

portion  "  is  sufficient  for  two  ordinary  humans.  He  ordered  dinner; 
which  consisted  of  zakuska,  soup  a  portion  of  sturgeon,  a  bottle  of 
wine  and  coffee.  Dinner  over,  pipes  were  soon  stoked  up,  and  over 
pleasurable  anticipations  of  the  Opera,  he  contemplated  in  charitable 
retrospect  messes  he  had  known  in  Mesopotamia  and  Persia,  whi  re 
friends  less  fortunate  than  himself  dined  largely  on  disguised  "  bully  ': 
and  got  amusement  out  of  a  gramophone.  This  conceit  was  but  short 
lived.  For  he  beheld  his  bill  and  collapsed!!  2,200  roubles  !!!  Jn 
restaurants  in  Revolutionary  Russia,  if  one  dines  a  la  carte,  one 
is  charged  separately  for  use  of  table,  appointments,  napery  and  furniture! 
To  the  total  of  the  bill  is  further  added  25  per  cent,  for  service 
2,200  roubles  was  the  cost  of  the  little  dinner  described,  but  the 
scribe's  300  rupees  only  amounted  to  1,800  roubles.  Fortunately  his 
friend  was  able  to  come  to  his  assistance.  He  cut  out  the  opera  and 
retired  to  bed  a  sadder  and  wiser  man. 


Calculated  at  the  official  rate  of  exchange,  a  little  meal  then  cost  about 
350  rupees,  a  pair  of  shoes  170  rupees,  a  reel  of  cotton  7  rupees,  and 
other  things  in  the  same  proportion.  At  the  sane  time  at  the  open 
market  rate  of  exchange  £1  or  13  rupees  equalled  about  400  Baku  Bonds 
(say  30  Baku  Bond  to  the  Rupee),  at  which  rate  prices  in  Baku  could 
not  be  considered  as  unduly  high  for  Revolutionary  Russia.  With 
enormous  discrepancies  between  official  and  market  rates  of  exchange 
wonderful  possibilities  were  discovered.  It  was  generally  possible  to 
sell  in  the  towns,  sterling  cheques  on  Cox  and  other  army  bankers,  for 
prices  very  considerably  in  advance  of  the  official  rate.  It  became  a 
general  practice  to  sell,  say,  a  £5  cheque  for  1,000  roubles,  then  proceed 
to  the  nearest  Field  Post  Office  and  buy  a  £10  Sterling  Money  Order 
for  800  roubles  and  so  double  one's  money  and  live  on  the  difference. 
As  the  F.P.O.  Money  Order  was  certain  to  reach  England  and  be 
credited  before  any  civilian  could  hope  to  get  the  cheque  through  for 
presentation,  this  system  really  represented  money  for  nothing. 

Another  scheme  was  to  buy  British  Postal  Orders,  at  Baku  (F.  P.  0. 
81)  and  convert  them  into  krans  at  Enzeli  (F.P.O.  88).  Then  to  buy 
Baku  Bonds  with  the  krans  at  Enzeli  and  return  to  Baku  having  more 
than  doubled  one's  money.  A  simple  calculation  will  show,  that  starting 
with   £2,  such  an  operation  need  be  repeated  only  twenty  times  to  make 
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a  millionaire  of  a  poor  man.  Considering  how  easily  1-his  might  have 
been  done,  one  must-look  for  a  flaw  somewhere,  and  the  pertinent  quest  ion 
arises  "  At  whose  expense  was  so  much  money  to  be  made  .?"  Of  course 
there  was  not  always  a  cent,  per  cent,  profit  in  such  t  ransactions  ^nd  some- 
times for  days  together  perhaps  the  market  rates  would  not  be  much  in 
advance  of  the  official  rates  of  exchange.  Nevertheless,  at  one  period, 
the  whole  Force  seemed  to  have  been  effected  by  the  "  Get  Rich 
Quickly  "  mania.  From  Generals  to  new  recruits  all  played  at  the  merry 
game.  Long  before  opening  time  long  queues  used  to  form  up  at  F.P.O. 
81.  The  clerks  used  to  be  kept  working  at  high  pressure  issuing  money 
orders,  counting  roubles,  rejecting  "  duds,"  calculating  exchange  values 
and  compiling  accounts.  Post  Office  cash  collections  had  to  be  paid 
into  the  "  Allied  Bank  "  or  the  Field  Cashier  on  the  date  of  receipt 
lest  there  be  some  sudden  change  in  the  official  exchange  rates  ;  conse- 
quently, sharp  on  twelve  o'clock  booking  of  money  orders  ceased.  A 
groan  then  went  up  from  the  still  present  queue  as  visions  of  wealth 
vanished  for  another  day. 

It  is  no  part  of  Field  Post  Office  business  to  suggest  guidance  to  a 
Force  in  the  intricate  mazes  of  high  finance,  but  it  seemed  very  obvious 
that  through  the  agency  of  Field  Post  Offices  the  Force  would  soon  find 
itself  in  possession  of  vast  quantities  of  paper  roubles  which  would  be 
grossly  inadequate  to  cover  its   sterling  liabilities. 

There  was,  too,  a  General  Routine  Order  prohibiting  all  gambling 
in  exchange  (through  what  was  done  in  the  Caucasus  so  far  from  being  a 
gamble  was  rather  as  sure  a  money  making  proposition  as  ever  happened). 
Further,  the  run  on  F.P.O.  Money  Orders  was  likely  to  exhaust  the  entire 
stock  of  forms,  receipt  books,  &c.,and  bring  about  a  speedy  termination 
of  this  service.  Such  an  interruption  would  constitute  a  real  hardship 
in  cases  where  bona  fide  family  allotment  and  casual  remittances  were  to 
be  sent.  All  things  considered,  it  was  decided  to  obtain  the  sanction 
of  General  Headquarters  to  the  imposing  of  a  restriction  on  the  issue 
of  Money  Orders  to  £10  per  week,  per  individual.  Orders  were  issued 
to  this  effect  in  April.  The  difficulties  of  enforcing  such  a  restriction 
are  obvious  and  great  vigilance  had  to  be  exercised  in  order  to  prevent 
consistant  breaches  of  the  order. 

The  devising  of  means  for  the  legal  circumventing  of  this  order  now 
became  the  chief  mental  exercise  all  over  the  Caucasus.  At  every  mess 
table,  in  every  rest  camp,  and  wherever  two  or  three  were  gathered 
together,  the  conversation  inevitably  turned  on  exchange.  People  tra- 
velling homeward  had  spread  vague  rumours  in  the  rest  camps  from 
Basrah  to  Boulogne  of  wealth  to  be  acquired  in  the  Caucasus.  With 
some  little  of  the  jargon  of  strange  currencies,  picked  up  in  these  rest 
camps,    perhaps    at    Kermanshah,    Constantinople,    Salonika,  Taranto, 
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Fienza,  Lyons  or  even  far  oil'  Boulogne,  aew  comers  to  the  Caucasus 
expected  fco  find  bhere  some  new  Eldorado.  But  "nee  arrived,' strange 
realised  fchat,if  bhere  were  some  royal  road  to  fortune,  it  was  not  easy 
for  the  uninitiated  fco  find.  The  harder  they  tried  to  thirds  in  terms  of 
Piastres,  NikolskLs,  Kerinskis,  Tifliskis,  Bakinskis,  (trans,  Tomans, 
Rupees  and  the  zest,  the  more  .confused  they  became;  till  in  frenzied 
desperation  would  come  the  pathetic  appeal  to  old  resident  campaigners 
for  enlightenment  in  the  secrets  of  money  making  in  the  Caucasus.  The 
advice  to  buy  printing  presses  and  produce  their  own  roubles  was  never 
followed. 

A  certain  Field  Officer  travelling  through  the  Caucasus  called  one 
day  at  an  F.P.O.  and  proceeded  to  "strafe"  all  concerned  on  the  iniquity 
of  the  money  order  restrictions.  He  complained  that  he  had  recently 
been  obliged  to  close  his  accounts  with  some  Force,  and  had  drawn  his 
accumulated  allowances  in  roubles,  and  that  if  he  were  only  permitted 
to  send  away  £10  a  week  he  would  be  a  very  long  time  getting  rid  of  his 
money.  That  in  the  meantime,  if  the  official  rate  should  rise,  he  would 
have  to  suffer  a  great  loss.  He  wanted  special  authority  to  send  off  his 
little  packet  of  roubles  (a  matter  of  a  mere  £100  or  so,  he  explained) 
by  Sterling  Money  Order  that  day.  After  consulting  Headquarters, 
permission  was  granted  for  this  officer  to  send  off  what  roubles  he  happened 
to  have  that  day.  The  following  morning  the  official  rate  changed  and 
it  was  found  that,  taking  advantage  of  an  inexplicit  authority,  the 
officer  had  got  awTay  £500  in  good  time.  However,  suspicions  were 
aroused,  and  when,  at  the  next  stage  of  his  journey,  the  same  officer 
bought  up  the  whole  stock  of  British  Postal  Orders  at  all  the  Army 
Post  Offices  at  a  Divisional  Headquarters,  and  carried  on  the  same  game 
all  along  the  line,  he  found  he  had  killed  the  goose  that  laid  the  golden 
eggs.  This  officer  had  eventually  to  stand  his  court-martial  at  Constanti- 
nople, where  it  transpired  that  by  one  means  and  another  he  had 
succeeded  in  sending  about  £10,000  out  of  the  country  at  the  official 
rate  of  exchange  ! 

On  another  occasion  a  certain  very  senior  officer  in  Baku  required 
permission  to  send  away  £500  in  one  week  saying  it  was  intended  for 
his  wife  in  America,  who  had  not  received  the  allotment  he  had  made 
for  her  during  several  months,  owing  to  some  communication  having 
failed  to  reach  his  bankers.  Responsibility  for  this  failure  he  attributed 
entirely  to  the  Field  Post  Office.  A  week  later  he  was  married  in  Baku! 
Let  the  reader  speculate,  if  he  cares,  as  to  whether  the  officer  was  given 
to  artistic  prevarication  or  merely  suffered  from  super-uxoriousness. 

Such  cases  only  showed  how  effectually  the  restriction  orders  were 
being  enforced  and  indeed,  from  this  time  onwards,  the  money  order 
situation  at  all  F.P.Os.  though  never  quite  normal  was  always  well  in  hand. 
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In  the  disorganised  state  of  the  Caucasus  in  1919,  all  ordinary  postal 
communications  with  the  outer  world  had  collapsed.  In  most  places 
even  to  the  civil  population  the  F.P.O.  represented  the  one  mean-  oi 
getting  in  touch  with  friends  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  True,  each 
little  Caucasian  republic  had  an  exalted  Minister  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs 
and  issued  its  own  postage  stamps  and  maintained  some  kind  oi  local 
postal  service,  but  the  various  republics  never  assembled  a  postal  con- 
vention and  no  exchange  of  mails  between  one  and  another  was  ever 
arranged.  Civilians  were  dependent  on  the  friendly  offices  of  members 
of  the  Forces  to  post  and  receive  letters  and  parcels  for  them.  Thus  the 
mail  matter  that  had  to  be  handled  tended  to  increase  Bomewhat  on  this 
account,  but  never  to  any  embarrassing  extent.  However,  on  one 
occasion,  an  enterprising  Tartar  merchant,  taking  advantage  <»l  fche 
enormous  prices  of  commodities  ruling  in  the  Caucasus  as  compared 
with  other  parts  of  the  world,  managed  to  import  through  the  agency  of 
Army  Post  Offices  and  F.P.Os.,  a  consignment  of  about  600  parcels 
ol  piece-goods.  Delivery  of  these  directly  to  the  addressee 
would  have  meant  a  big  loss  to  the  Customs  of  the  local  republic, 
which  by  agreement  with  OS  waived  its  customs  claims  only 
in  favour  of  bona-fide  matter  intended  for  the  British  Forces.  It 
was  not  therefore  deemed  expedient  to  deliver  the  parcels  and 
encourage  such  enterprise.  The  owner  of  the  parcels  argued, 
with  true  oriental  sophistry,  that  the  F.P.O.  could  not  repudiate 
the  guarantee  implied  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's  portrait  appearing 
on  the  stamps  affixed  to  his  parcels  and  make  over  the  articles  to  a 
foreign  Government.  After  much  discussion  he  was  induced  to  obtain 
a  proper  Customs  clearance  certificate  and  the  parcels  were  delivered 
to  him  at  the  Field  Post  Office.  Outside  the  sacred  precincts  of  the 
F.P.O.  lurked  the  minions  of  the  Azerbaijan  Government  ready  to  extorl 
their  share  in  the  profits  of  the  merchant's  ingenuity.  The  gains  ol  that 
trusting  Tartar  from  this  transaction  may  be  considered  as  extremely 
problematical. 

When  mail  communications  were  at  their  worst  for  a  period  in  1(.>1S 
during  which  nothing  but  the  poorest  animal  transport  wa>  available, 
a  certain  English  journal  published  a  statement  that  the  "  Brass  Hats 
of  the  Forces  were  receiving  their  letters  and  parcels  with  absolute  regu- 
larity, but  that  the  rank  and  file  had  received  no  mails  tor  months.  The 
fatuity  of  such  an  insinuation  contains  its  own  reputation  for  any  one 
acquainted  with  the  facts. 

It  had  long  been  arranged  between  F.P.Os.  and  ,k  Percoms  *'  that 
transport  contractors  be  made  to  pay  for  every  article  lost,  in  1918  of 
which  the  F.P.O.  had  kept  a  record,  it  was  obviously  impracticable 
to  arrive  at  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  value  of  any  lost  article  ;  because 
protracted   and    perhaps    fruitless   correspondence      with    London   and 
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Bombay  would  have  been  entailed.  The  F.P.O.  in  the  interesl  oi  Its 
clients,  urged  thai  the  statement  (A  an  addre  jiven  on  bis  honour, 

as  to  the  value  of  any  paroel  or  registered  letter  Los1  by  him,  should  be 
accepted  as  a  criterion  for  recovering  money  from  t  be  eond  ractoi  and  com- 
pensating the  addressee.     However,  it  was  decided  thai  this  procedure 

could  not  be  followed  and  a  flat  rat e  of  25  Ks.  per  parcel  and  Rg,  15 
per  registered  letter  was  fixed  as  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  be  recovered  from  contractors  and  paid  to  addressees  of  lost  articl 
In  most,  eases  it  was  found  Impossible  to  get  into  touch  with  pari 
to  whom  records  showed  that  compensation  was  due,  and  a  Routine  Order 
was  published  inviting  those  concerned  to  establish  their  claims  at  the 
nearest  F.P.O.  Very  few  claimants  came  forward.  One  irate  old 
gentleman,  who  had  lost  a  valuable  set  of  false  teeth,  nearly  had  a  fit 
when  it  was  proposed  to  pay  him  only  Rs.  25  in  compensation.  The 
last  straw  was  added  to  his  forbearance  when  a  F.P.O.  clerk  produced 
a  receipt  for  his  signature  accompanied  by  a  handful  of  dirty  and  dis- 
integrating "Baku  Bonds.'  He  flung  the  "filthy  lucre"  from  him 
and  stalked  out  of  the  office  murmuring  dire  threats  of  questions  in 
Parliament  when  he  should  be  demobilised.  The  F.P.O.  is  used  to 
occasional  misunderstandings  of  even  its  best  intentions,  and  the  clerk 
in  the  true  spirit  of  the  locality,  was  heard  to  mutter  "  Netchevo*  "  as 
he  proceeded  to  collect  the  scattered  Roubles. 

0 

Thus  the  F.P.O.  and  their  staff  pursued  the  more  or  less  even  tenor 
of  their  way  till  the  evacuation  of  the  area  by  the  Forces  to  which  they 
were  attached  was  completed  at  the  end  of  August  1919. 

Long  custom  had  brought  familiarity  with  the  work,  which  had 
consequently  grown  an  easier  and  more  interesting  task.  Mails  circulated 
with  regularity  and  expedition.  Deliveries  were  effected  with  precision, 
and  work  in  the  Returned  Letter  Offices  had  been  reduced  from  an  art 
to  a  science.  F.  P.  Os.  were  on  the  best  of  terms  with  everybody.  When 
the  evacuation  was  carried  out,  feelings  of  satisfaction  over  the  com- 
pletion of  a  task  that  had  been  well  done  were  mingled  with  feelings  of 
the  sincerest  regret  at  surrendering  to  others  the  privilege  of  serving 
such  old  and  gallant  friends. 

Of  the  F.P.Os.  to  which  this  narrative  relates,  those  in  North  Persia 
(F.  P.  Os.  88,  76  and  120)  were  returned  to  the  control  of  the  Director 
of  Postal  Services,  Mesopotamian  Expeditionary  Force.  Those  in  the 
Caucasus  and  Trans-Caspia  (F.P.Os.  81,  409  and  410)  accompanied  the 
Forces  to  which  they  were  attached  and  continued  to  serve  them  during 
the  evacuation.     When  the  Force  reached  Constantinople  the  various 

*  Netchevo,  Russian  for  "  Never  mind"  or  "  No  matter.  " 
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units  were  disbanded  or  absorbed  into  other  units;  then  the  F.P.O. 
unit  laid  down  its  task  and  its  personnel,  one  and  all,  elected  to  be  re- 
patriated.    Surely  they  had  earned  their  resl  I 

A  personal  note  or  two  and  the  narrative  ceases.     On  i   of  the    !>• 
known  figures  in  the  early  days  with  the  Force  was  a  certain  Field  post- 
master* who  had  been  with  the  39th  Infantry  Brigade  almost  Bince  the 

time  they  landed  in  Mesopotamia.  He  had  shared  the  fortunes  of  t  tit- 
Brigade  from  before  Baghdad  to  the  second  occupation  of  Baku.  II<- 
had  trekked  with  them  through  Persia,  got  lost  at  Zinjan  and  turned 
up  smiling  at  the  darkest  hour  in  Baku.  His  universal  politeness  and  good 
spirits  made  him  a  general  favourite.  Moreover  he  was  something  of  a 
curiosity  in  a  Brigade  which  knew  no  Indians.  He  was  known  to  ever 
one  as  "  The  Master  of  the  Menials  ".  This  cognomen  he  earned  in  a 
Force  unfamiliar  writh  official  Indian  nomenclature.  What  was  known 
in  the  army  as  "  scrounging  "  was  a  speciality  of  his.  Whenever  he 
called  on  Supplies  he  went  away  with  something  for  his  "  menials  "  : 
at  Ordnance  too,  when  he  indented  for  "  socks  grey  wToollen,"  they  were 
invariably  "menials  for  the  use  of."  '  Mails  for  Headquarters  he  would 
promise  to  deliver  through  a  "  menial  ".  There  is  nothing  derogatory 
in  the  term  "  menial  "  as  officially  applied  to  the  personnel  in  inferior 
service  in  an  Indian  Department;  but  its  glib  application  by  their  cross- 
belted  Anglo-Indian  postmaster  seemed  very  numerous  to  this  British 
Brigade  who  saw  in  him,  perhaps  some  petty  "  Nabob  "  to  whose  lips 
such  appellations  as  "  slave  "  and  "  menial  "  came  with  easy  familiarity. 
He  was  dubbed  "  The  Master  of  the  Menials  "  and  so  he  remained. 

Another  character  with  the  F.  P.  0.  unit  was  ':  Tiger  \  When 
selecting  reinforcements  for  the  F.P.Os  in  the  Caucasus  at 
Kermanshah,  at  the  extreme  end  of  a  back  rank  were  found  two  little 
six  span  Gurhkha  menials  (packers)  their  ugly  little  moon  faces  as  like 
as  two  peas.  Neither  of  them  was  familiar  with  any  known  language 
and,  as  they  answered  to  no  name  on  the  nominal  roll,  they  both  seemed 
lost  there  in  the  heart  of  Persia.  They  stood  quietly  hand  in  hand 
presenting  a  pathetic  picture  of  Innocence  Abroad. 

The  Indian  Army  has  recruited  Gurkhas  for  several  decades,  but  no 
effort  would  appear  to  have  been  made  by  Ordnance  to  design  a  last 
suited  to  the  shape  of  a  Gurkha's  foot.  A  Gurkha  soldier  that  does  not 
look  clumsy  and  uncomfortable  in  his  boots  is  a  rare  sight,  but  the  boots 
of  our  two  tiny  Gurkha  packers  were  a  scream.  They  would  have 
lowered  the  centre  of  gravity  of  a  London  policeman.  With  their  feet 
in  these  our  Gurkhas  suggested  the  incongruity  of  those  cute  stunted 
Japanese  oak  trees  that  grow  in  tubs.  Their  entire  kits  consisted  of  the 
freak  issues  of  the  Base.     Their  serious  faces  and  dumpy  Limbs  were  almost 

*  Mr.   Davis,  writer  of  Chapter  XV. 


224 

lost  iii  Innumerable  folds  of  the  most  voluminous  garments.  Despite 
then  comic  B^ppearancej  or  perhaps  because  of  it.  the  pathetic  gleam  in 
their  eyes  as  they  followed  every  movemenl  of  the  Sahib  who  had  come 
to  inspect  them,  was  irresistible  and  they  were  selected  for  the  Caucasus. 
Small  as  they  were,  accommodation  could  not  always  be  found  for  them 
both  al  the  back  of  a  Ford  Van  already  encumbered  with  kit,  and  .it 
Eamadan  one  of  them  bad  perforce  to  be  dumped  at  F.P.O.  120.  Thi 
were  permitted  to  settle  between  themselves  which  of  the  two  should 
remain  behind.  The  parting  of  the  twins  was  not  demonstrative  but 
their  eyes  seemed  to  contain  a  still  more  pathetic  gleam  from  that  time. 
The  one  who  came  forward  to  the  Caucasus,  somehow  in  conl  rasl  wit  h  his 
mild  aspect  and  gentle  manner,  revelled  in  an  unpronounceable  cagnomen 
which  in  his  own  native  tongue  signifies  "  (heat  Wild  Tiger."  Naturally 
he  was  promptly  dubbed  "  Tiger  "  and  as  "  Tiger  "  ho  soon  go1  to  be  well 
known  in  Baku.  Put  into  a  somewhat  tidier  uniform  and  armed  with 
his  kukri,  Tiger  served  as  a  sort  of  commissionaire  at  F.P.O.  81.  He  used 
to  stand  stolidly  at  the  door,  an  enigma  to  soldiers  and  sailors  alike,  and 
an  object  of  curiosity  to  the  local  population.  When  necessity  arose  he 
could  shift  mail  bags  like  a  little  giant.  He  worked  with  the  most  placid 
obedience  at  every  kind  of  job  in  his  turn  and  out  of  it.  No  one  seemed 
to  know  when  Tiger  slept  for  he  was  up  so  early  of  a  morning.  At  night 
when  every  one  else  had  retired  he  was  still  to  be  seen  sitting  up  waiting 
to  be  required  to  do  something.  The  coldest  wind  or  the  heaviest  snow 
seemed  to  effect  him  with  equal  indifference.  He  might  have  been 
frozen  blue,  but  when  questioned  he  merely  grinned.  As  he  kept  the 
door  at  F.P.O.  81  everyone  had  a  word  for  Tiger.  Nobody  knew  what 
he  understood,  but  whenever  addressed  his  face  would  light  up  with  a 
cherubic  smile.  Several  cases  occurred  in  Baku  of  persons  being  robbed 
when  carrying  cash  to  banks,  treasuries,  &c.  The  British  orderly  from  the 
Shipping  Controller's  Office  next  door  to  F.P.O.  81  was  shot  one  morning 
whilst  conveying  half  a  million  roubles  across  the  street.  At  that  time 
there  were  some  Gurkha  regiments  in  the  Caucasus,  and  a  story  had 
gained  credence  locally  that  Gurkhas  were  a  most  blood-thirsty  race, 
who  could  not  only  throw  their  kukris  with  a  boomerang  effect  and 
deadly  accuracy  but  were  addicted  to  doing  so  without  the  slightest 
provocation  just  to  keep  their  hands  in.  Indeed  observation  confirmed 
that  the  more  credulous  portions  of  the  local  population  would  cross 
a  wide  street  sooner  than  confront  a  Gurkha.  In  this  situation  Tiger's 
services  were  invaluable.  Smartened  up,  in  a  new  uniform  with  his 
kukri  girded  on,  Tiger  was  employed  as  body-guard  to  F.P.O.  cash 
overseers  who  conveyed  money  to  the  Bank  or  to  the  Field  Cashier. 
Need  it  be  related  that  the  F.P.O.  cash  overseers  were  never  molested  ? 

One  day  towards  the  end  of  June  a  casualty  report  came  through 
from  Hamadan  to  say  that  Tiger's  twin  had  disappeared.  When  this  was 
explained  to  Tiger  he  was    nonplussed.     Later  came  a  message  to  say 
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the  body  of  the  missing  packer  had  been  found  in  a  well  in  the  F.  P.O.  court 
yard.     Subsequent  enquiries  showed  that  tin-  poor  fellow  had  gone  out    at 
night  for  a  drink  of  water,  had  tripped  in  the  dark  and  fallen  into  fche 
unparapeted  well.     The  little  boots   had  done  it!!  From  this  time  OUT 
Tiger  seemed  to  fade  away.  He  worked  as  hard  as  ever  but  I  he  smile  came 
less  readily  to  his  eyes.     Tiger  was  always  a   must   uncommunicative 
soul,  attempts  were  always    being  made  by  friendly  Tommies  to  draw 
him  out,  but  apart  from  the  language  difficulty-   Tiger  was  eith  c  shy 
or  indifferent.     It  was  therefore  a  matter  of  surprise  when  it  was  obser- 
ved that  in  some  unaccountable   way  Tiger  had   made  a    pal   of  a  <|iiiet 
young  soldier  of  the  Wbrcesters,  a  fine  manly  fellow  who  had  been  all 
through  the  war.     With  this  lad  Tiger  used  to   swap  cigarettes  and  after 
office    hours    Tiger   would   seek   out   this    friend.     Often  in   Baku  one 
might  come  upon  them  side  by  side  gazing  into  t  1m-  same  suns<  I  or  t  Grow- 
ing stones  into  the  Caspian  like  a  couple  of  children.    An  English  country 
lad  and  a  hill-man  from  the  distant   Himalayas  !  Surely  the  war  dis- 
covered some  strange  affinities.  Tiger  was  indifferent  to  Bolsheviks  and 
Tartars  alike.  In  the  thick  of  strikes,  demonstrations,  or  street   foot- 
ings, when  troops  were  confined  to     barracks,  Tiger  went      and   came 
unperturbed.     It  was  impossible  to  make  him  understand   ■  ( lonfinement 
to  Barracks,"  and  enforced  inactivity  when  there  was  work  to  be  done. 
One  day  when  Tiger  failed  to  be  found  at  his  post  we  searched  for  him  with 
grave  misgivings.     When  discovered  in  his  bunk  in  a  high  fever  he  grin- 
ned and  explained  that  he  was  alright  but  some  how  could  not  keep  his 
feet.  The  ambulance  took  him  oft'  to  the  Casualty  Clearing  Stat  ion.    Later 
a  telephone  message  came  through  to  say  that  poor  t:  Tiger  '"  was  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  "  Phthisis."'  that  huge  cavities  had  been  discovered 
in  his  lungs,  and  that  he  might  live  a  few  weeks.   The  news  cast  a  gloom 
over  the  whole  staff.     No  efforts  were  spared  in    moving     Authority 
specially  to  accelerate  the  system  of  evacuation  of  the  sick  in  Tiger's 
favour.     He  was  sent  down  the  line  "  Special  Priority  "  and  we  can 
but  hope  that  he  found  rest  among  his  people  in  some  little  hamlet 
nestling  away  in  his  proud  eternal  hills.  Poor  little  k'  Great  Wild  Tiger"! 
the  fellow  had  the  heart  of  a  lion. 

Despatches  and  Honours  Lists  may  not  have  shown  it  hut  truly 
England  had  as  devoted  and  great-hearted  heroes  in  the  humble  ranks 
of  her  "  followers  "  as  in  the  Services   with  great  tradition-. 

The  Field  Post  Office  staff  that  came  through  to  the  Caucases  and 
Trans-Caspia  were  selected  from  among  a  large  number  of  volunteers 
for  the  expedition.  They  were  all  lads  of  the  best  type  of  Anglo-Indian, 
Indian  or  Burma,  of  splendid  physique,  good  education,  and  refined 
principles.  In  happier  circumstances  many  of  these  may  have  held 
Commissions  with  credit.  One  and  all  took  an  intelligent  and  zealous 
interest  in  the  work  and  were  keenly  appreciative  of  the  surrounding  in 
which  they  found  themselves.  Actuated  by  a  natural  desire  for  adventure 
they  had  revelled  in  this  opportunity  to  see  remote  parts  of  the  world 
and  their  keenness  never  flagged. 


226 


On  one  occasion  important  mails  had  to  be  asnl  forward  by  railway 
to  Petrovsk  in  cj  oftwo  F.P.O.  clerks.  Unhappily  war  had  suddenly 
been  declared  between  two  Republics  whose  frontiers  met  al  a  point 
on  the  railway.  Both  the  clerks  escorting  mails  on  the  occasion 
happened  to  be  of  a  somewhat  on  English  swarthiness  oi  complexion, 
and  iM  the  frontier  station  the  local  soldiery  were  convinced  that  th  ae 
could  not  be  British  soldiers  as  judged  from  their  faces,  nor  could  they 
be  [ndian  as  was  evidenced  by  their  uniforms.  At  that  time  feelings 
ran  high  in  the  Caucasus  and  it  was  decided  that  these  two  clerks  must 
be  Armenian  spies  disguised  in  British  uniforms  attempting  to  get  across 
the  frontier  to  join  the  enemy.  Colour  was  lent  to  this  assumption  by 
the  fact  that  F.P.O.  personnel  go  unarmed  but  in  the  Caucasus  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  carry  rifles  and,  as  no  British  rifles  were  available. 
the  two  clerks  carried: old  Russian  muskets.  With  methods  character- 
istic of  the  Caucasus,  it  was  decided  to  cut  the  throats  of  the  supposed 
spies  out  of  hand.  Shootings  with  cartridges  at  25  roubles  a  piece 
were  never  indulged  in  where  knifing  would  serve.  Fortunately  the 
men  succeeded  in  establishing  their  identity  in  time,  and  despite 
suffering  gross  indignities  and  hardships,  they  got  through  to  Petrovsk 
with  commendable  enterprise. 

The  irreproachable  good  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  F.P.O.  staff 
were  exemplary  during  those  difficult  months,  between  Armistice  and 
demobilisation,  when  even  the  best  of  troops  grew  sometimes  restive. 
Our  staff  won  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact, 
British  and  Caucasians  alike,  and  any  success  that  may  have  attended 
the  administration  of  the  Field  Post  Offices  in  North  Persia,  Caucasia, 
and  Trans-Caspia  is  attributable  entirely  to  the  devoted  labours  of  these 
men. 


A  Street  in  Enzeli  on  the  Caspian. 
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CHAPTER     XV. 

PERSIA. 

From  the    Tigris   to  the  Caspian 

By 

Assistant  Commissary  J.  R    Davis, 

Postmaster,  F.  P.  O.  81  of  the  39th  Brigade. 

DURING  this  Great  War  almost  all  the  civil  departments  engaged 
in  the    war    had    exciting    times  and  hardships  similar  to     the 
Military.     I  describe  here  how  an    Indian     Field     Post     Office 
attached  to  a  Brigade  played  its    part    in  Mesopotamia,    North    Persia 
and  South  Russia. 

I,  the  writer  of  this,  embarked  at  Bombay  on  the  24th  April  1917 
and  disembarked  at  Basrah  on  the  9th  May  1917  at  12  noon  in  the  heat 
of  the  sun  blazing  like  fixe.  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Baghdad  on 
the  15th  May  1917,  and  accordingly  proceeded  by  river  steamer  in  tli. 
Tigris  for  Baghdad  and  arrived  there  on  the  25th  May  1917.  On  re- 
ceiving orders  from  the  A.  D.  P.  8.  Ill  Corps  proceeded  to  the  Camp 
at  Tuwail  50  miles  above  Baghdad  up  the  Tigris  and  took  charge  of  a 
Field  Post  Office  No.  81  attached  to  the  39th  British  Infantry  Brigade, 
13th  Division,  on  the  1st  June  1917.  This  F.  P.  0.  81  was  all  along  with 
the  39th  Brigade  since  its  arrival  in  Mesopotamia  from  Gallipoli  probably 
in  the  year  1915.  The  13th  and  14th  Divisions  were  under  the  III  Corps, 
fought  and  captured  many  of  the  places  on  Tigris  Front  and  it  had  a  very 
keen  fight  for  the  occupation  of  Baghdad  in  the  year  1917  under  General 
Maude. 

I  was  on  the  left  Bank  of  Tigris  at  Tuwair  for  a  week  and  then  on 
the  orders  of  the  Brigade  moved  to  the  Brigade  Head  Quarters  Camp  at 
Palm  Grove  about  7  miles  from  Tuwair.  The  office  opened  here  on  the 
11th  June  1917  in  an  E.  P.  tent  close  to  the  Brigade  office.  The  Camp 
was  very  hot  in  the  day  and  pleasant  in  the  evenings,  but  there  was  one 
difficulty  for  the  free  use  of  water,  as  water  was  brought  in"  pakhals  ' 
from  a  distance  of  5  miles  on  mules,  and  so  the  water  was  to  be  used 
very  economically  and  cannot  dream  of  bath.  The  Brigadier-General, 
T.  A.  Andrews,  was  kind  enough  to  send  the  F.P.O.  in  advance  to  a  river 
bank  Camp  near  Sindia  where  9th  Worcestershire  Regiment  camped 
on  the  left  Bank  of  Tigris.  Accordingly  left  the  camp  and  opened  the 
office  in  the  new  camp  on  the  18th  June  1917,  where  we  stayed  only 
16 


for  a  fortnighl  bill  the  arrival  of  the  Brigade  Elead  Quarter  to  river  bank 
between  Sindifc  and  Tuwair.  The  F.  P.  0.  was  moved  again  to  this 
camp  where  il  was  c6ol  and  comfortable  for  tin*  camp  life. 

The  Brigade  was  giving  all  the  assistance  which  8  Poel  Office 
[uired  in  the  Field.  On  several  occasions  the  mails  arrived  a1  Etailhead 
Post  Office  Khan  Jadidah  F.P.O.  354.  In  such  ^  time  i  be  mails  cannol  reach 
before  9  p.m.,  still  they  were  brought  irrespective  "I  inn<-  under  escorl 
through  the  dark  nights  and  tin-  musical  bowlings  of  the  jackals.  On 
arrival  in  the  Camp  the  Brigade  Head  Quarter  mails  and  tin-  special  bag 
lor  ilr-  Brigade  General  were  delivered  and  ilx-  P.  P.  0.  bags  w 
opened  at  the  interest  of  the  Postal  officials  t«>  -■■  <■  some  news  from 
friends  and  relations. 

Owing  to  the  Operation  Season  and  the  winter  rainv  seasons  the 
E.  P.  tents  were  withdrawn  in  the  month  of  November  1917.  The  Post 
Office  opened  business  in  a  small  F.  P.  0.  tent  160  pounds  size  and 
remained  in  this  small  tent  till  17th  April  1918. 

In  this  camp  a  most  striking  incident  occurred  one  evening  strug- 
gling with  the  natures  of  wind  and  rain  of  Mesopotamia.  On  the  2nd  of 
January  1918  there  was  an  inward  English  mail  and  they  were  all  deli- 
vered to    the   respective    units   same    evening    betweon    6    and   8   p.m. 
with  the   exception  of  9th  Royal  Warwickshire  Regiment  which  was 
in  camp    at   a   distance    of   10   miles    from    offic3,  and  so  the  unit  post 
orderly   was     unable    to    come     and   take    delivery  like     other  units 
on  the   same   evening.     The      undelivered      mails    were    well    covered 
and   kept    outside,    as    no    room  in    the     small     tent.     A    little  time 
after,  a  sudden  rain  came  and  flooded    the    camp  and  wet   the    mails 
at  the  same  time  drenching  in  the  rain    and  shifted  the  mails    to  the 
Quarter-Master's  store  tent  with  his  permission  and  there  the  mails  were 
opened  and  spread  for  drying.     This  involved  a  great  portion  of  our 
sleeping  time   and  rest.     Early  in  the  morning  explained  the  difficulties 
of  the  previous  night  to  the  Staff  Captain,  asking  him  to  give  an  E.  P. 
tent  for  storing  the  mails   and  to  prevent  damages  to  the  mails,  and  he 
accorded  sanction  for  the  E.  P.  tent.     On  the  6th  January  the  E.  P. 
tent  was  put  up  ;  all  in  a  sudden  a  gust  of  wind  spread  all  over  the  area 
and  shook  all  the  tents  and  at  the  same  time  big  hail  stones  to  the  size 
of  a  gooseberry  were  falling  down,  all  were  remaining  inside  the  tent 
quiet  and  this  continued  for  about  fifteen  minutes  and  the  camp  flooded. 
The  water  came  inside  the  tent  about    4  or  6  inches  deep.     In  some  of 
the  tents  in  the  camp,  erected  on  dug-outs,  the   wat3r  came  to  the  bvel 
of  the  ground.     In  addition  to  these  troubles,  one  of  the  F.  P.  0.  tents 
had  fallen  down  with  the  centre  pole  broken.     The  rain  ceased  at  6  p.m. 
and  we  were  trying  to  get  the  water  out  and  the  fallen  down  tent  to    be 
put  right  for  the  night.     The  night  was  very  uncomfortable,     one  side 
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shivering  with  cold  and  the  other  side  hunger  pinching,  as  we  had  prac- 
tically nothing  to  eat  except  some  dried  ration  biscuits  and  cold  watei 
for  that  shivering  cold  night.  Early  in  the  morning  kept  o'ura  Ives  busy 
with  trench  tool  inside  the  bent  digging  the  ground  till  we  find  dry 
surface,  and  made  walls  around  to  prevent  such  further  troubL  8. 

We  left  the  Palm  Grove  camp  and  reached  on  L8th  April  1918  the 
Abu  Saida  camp  on  the  river  Diala  where  we  had  similar  difficulties  the 
very  first  evening.  On  arrival  the  F.  P.  0.  tents  wore  pitched,  and  a 
little  time  after  a  heavy  storm  and  rain  came  and  fell  down  th  ■  tents 
we  were  not  able-  to  put  the  tents  right  till  11  p.m.  and  take  our  night 
meals  till  11-30  P.M.  and  die  night  was  pitch  dark  and  the  weather 
was  drizzling  whole  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  went  to  F.  P.  0.  3G0  Railhead  Abu  Saida  and 
arranged  forth''  mails.  On  certain  occasions,  the  mails  were  brought 
from  the  Railhead  Termination  about  5  miles  from  F.  P.  0.  360,  thai  is, 
8  miles  from  F.P.O.  81.  On  two  occasions  the  mails  were  brought  on 
horseback  when  returned  from  the  Field  treasury  office. 

In  the  year  1918  a  separate  force  formed  by  name  '  Dunsterforce  ' 
General  Dunstervilb  in  command  to  operate  in  the  North  Persian  Fron- 
tier for  preventing  the  enemy's  entrance  through  the  passes  of  Persian 
Frontier.  Dunster  force  was  formed  with  the  ranks  of  Corporal  and  Ser- 
geants and  Officers.  These  Sergeants  were  training  some  of  the  Arm*  man 
soldiers  and  watching  certain  outposts  on  the  borders.  As  fighting 
men  were  few  General  Dunsterville  could  not  take  any  big  operation 
and  advance  towards  the  Caspian  Sea.  A  part  of  39th  Brigade  was 
given  to  him  to  operate  and  check  the  advance  of  Turks  towards  Baku 
and  arrest  the  influence  thoy  were  trying  to  have  with  Trans-Caspian 
Railway.  At  this  time  the  F.P.O.  81  was  at  Abu  Saida.  On  the  12th  July 
1!)18  by  the  orders  of  Brigade  despatched  to  Hamadan  in  Persia  a  cart- 
load of  postal  things  containing  I. F.P.O.  tent,  books,  forms,  one  mule 
trunk,  and  the  kit  bags  of  the  postal  officials  in  charge  of  packer  Harba 
jan,  a  mail  runner  from  Hatta  Post  Office  in  the  United  Provinces.  This 
packer  marched  by  foot  all  the  way,  a  distance  of  316  miles  with  "  A  " 
Echelon  and  arrived  Hamadan  on  the  5th  August  1918. 

On  the  24th  July  morning  received  order-  to  be  ready  to  leave  the 
camp  at  4  p.m.  to  our  new  destination,  and  in  the  meant  ime  received  inform- 
ation that  English  mails  arrived  at  the  Railhead  Termination;  immedi- 
ately with  the  permission  of  the  Staff  Captain  obtained  a  Ford  Car  and 
went  to  the  Termination  to  bring  the  mails  Eoi  Brigade  Head  Quarter 
and  for  the  moving  unit.  The  mails  were  broughl  down  and  delivered 
before  noon  satisfactorily.  The  rest  ofthe  mails  and  the  units  were  trans- 
ferred to  F.P.O.  360  to  be  served  till  they  join  the  Brigade.  Left  the  Camp 
at  4  p.m.  and  arrived  Ruz  by   train  about  LO    P.M.      On  the  "25th  Julv  left 
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Ruz  by  paotor  'orries  and  arrived  Ramadan  on  the  291 1)  July  \U\h  orossing 
the  two  difficull  Passes,  the  Paitat  and  the  Kangovar.  This  P.P.O.  w\ 
\  he  first*  Indian  Field  Post  Office  to  cross  the  border  oi  Mesopotamia  and 
arrive  in  North  Persia,  rivalling  the  historical  expeditions  of  Xenophon, 
Alexander,  Tamerlane  and  Genghiskhan.  While  climbing  the  Paitak 
Pass  3  oi  4  curving  coiled  roads  were  seen  rjgh.1  down  at  the  bottom  step 
h\  step  as  the  roads  were  climbing  in  whirling  gradually  up  the  hill, 
and  iii  I  Ins  Pass  observed  a  small  rest  house  on  the  left  side  of  the  road 
in  the  slope  of  the  hill,  which  is  believed  to  be  in  existence  befor<  Christ 
and  believed  Alexander-the- Great  had  rested  there  on  his  journey  to 
Mesopotamia  from  North  Persia  about  the  year  328  B.C.  Similarly  saw 
another  architectural  spot  about  30  miles  before  reaching  Kangovat  m  ar 
the  village  Mahidasht.f  It  was  a  place  where  a  clear  crystal  spring  run- 
continuously  and  near  this  place  some  sculptures  in  Persian  figures  cut 
on  rock  at  a  height  of  about  50  or  60  feet  above  the  road,  and  a  stone  slab 
with  the  writings  of  Persian  letters  is  cut  and  placed  facing  to  the  road. 
The  tradition  about  this  spot  runs  in  different  ways.  The  Archaeological 
Department  will  know  the  correct  tradition  of  it. 

From  the  29th  July  to  11th  August  1918  in  Camp  at  Hamadan 
underneath  some  trees  near  running  stream  of  spring  water,  sleepingun- 
derneath  the  trees  in  the  open  chill  piercing  weather  that  comes  from  the 
icy  claded  hills  of  Persia.  During  the  stay  in  Camp,  collected  postings  and 
made  over  to  the  Dunsterforce  Post  Office  where  a  Sergeant  was  in  charge 
attending  the  duties  of  only  letters  ordinary  and  unregistered.  In  the 
Dunsterforce  Post  Office  all  the  registered  articles  were  treated  same  as 
unregistered  articles.  The  registered  articles  at  F.P.  Os.  Kuz,  Khaniquin 
and  Kermanshah  were  delivered  to  certain  authorised  post  orderlies,  who 
send  the  mails  up  the  line  as  the  motor  convoy  is  available  and  when  the 
mails  are  received  at  the  Dunster  Post  Office  they  are  delivered  irrespec- 
tive of  registered  articles  without  maintaining  any  records.  When  an 
addressee  makes  any  complaint  of  non-receipt  there  were  no  proper 
records  to  trace  out,  and  the  addressees  were  moving  frequently  up  and 
down.  The  Postal  system  beyond  Khaniquin  was  not  very  satisfac- 
tory in  comparing  to  the  occupied  areas  of  Mesopotamia.  F.  P.  0.  120,  a 
new  Field  Post  Office,  was  opened  in  Hamadan  towards  the  end  of 
August  1918. 

At  the  end  of  year  1918  one  travelling  Post  Office  between  Hamadan 
and  Kermanshah  was  introduced  delivering  all  the  mails  and  collecting 
postings  and  also  doing  the  money  orders  work — a  regular  Indian  Post 
Office  on  a  Ford  Car  running  to  and  fro.  This  relieved  much  for  the  troops 
between  Kermanshah  and  near  Hamadan. 

*  Not   quite   correct.   There     were   already    F.     P.    Os.    at     Kermanshah    and 
Hamadan' — Ed. 

t  Mr.  Davis  refers  to  Bisitun— Ed. 
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As  the  39th  Brigade  was  moving  up  the  Line  the  Brigade  General 
wanted  to  take  the  Brigade  Field  Post  Office  to  the  place  where  the 
Brigade  goes  and  on  the  11th  August  L918  met  the  D.l'.s.  at  Ramadan 
and  explained  to  him  the  system  of  the  Dunsterforce  Post  Office  and  the 
difficulties  of  local  currency  to  start  the  money  order  business.  The 
D.PJ8.  after  interviewing  the  Bank  Manager  Mr.  Hart,  the  [mperial  Bank 
of  Persia  at  Kesvin  introduced  money  order  work-  on  the  overdraft 
system. 

The  F.  P.  0.  81  left  Hamad. in  on  the  1  lth  August  1918  and  readied 
Kasvin  marching  a  distance  of  140  miles  in  10  days  along  with  the  Brigade 
Head  Quarters  on  the  21st  August  1918.  During  the  march  we  stayed 
in  the  open  air  under  the  canopy  of  sky  sleeping  with  one  blanket  in  th  • 
shivering  cold  nights.  During  our  halt  in  a  camp,  the  Staff  Captain 
G.  E.  C.  Wood,  M.C.,  brought  and  gave  me  a  letter  mail  bag  for  dis- 
posal and  the  same  was  opened  and  delivered  in  the  camp. 

At  Kasvin  we  camped  from  22nd  to  27th  August  1918.  Here,  was 
a  Dunsterforce  Post  Office  and  a  Captain  was  in  charge.  Th"  i nt  >rior 
working  system  of  the  Postal  works  was  similar  to  the  Post  Office  at 
Hamadan  as  explained.  The  D.  P.  S.  was  here  and  gave  me  instructions 
about  the  overdraft  system.  He  arranged  our  pay  for  the  month  of 
July  1918  with  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  with  a  request  to  t  he  Manager 
of  Bank  to  collect  that  amount  from  the  Post  Office  at  Baghdad 
through  the  Branch  of  Bank  at  Baghdad. 

By  the  orders  of  Brigade  left  Kasvin  on  the  28th  August  and  reached 
Enzeli  on  the  29th  evening,  a  distance  of  220  miles  by  motor  cars  in  2  days 
Met  the  D.  P.  S.  again  here  at  Menzil,  a  camp  half  way  between  Enzeli 
and  Kasvin.  This  place  is  known  a  very  notorious  camp  for  wind,  so  the 
Mechanical  Transport  Drivers  have  given  a  special  name  as  "  Windy 
Corner."  The  D.P.S.  asked  me  to  see  the  Assistant  Bank  Manager,  Mr. 
Elridge.  at  Resht  if  there  be  any  difficulties  for  money  order  works.  On 
arrival  at  Enzeli  the  F.P.O.  received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  in  tin  Em- 
barkation Shed  to  start  for  Baku  on  the  30th  August  along  with  the 
Brigade  Head  Quarter.  Accordingly  embarked  on  the  30th  and  a  i  rived  Baku 
on  following  day.  The  postal  things  were  unloaded  and  waiting  for  further 
orders  sitting  in  the  open  quay.  A  little  time  after  our  disembarkation 
two  shells  from  the  enemy's  gun  fell  into  the  Caspian  Sea  wit  lin  50  yards 
range.  The  women  and  children  from  the  town  were  on  the  quay 
through  the  fear  of  town  bombardment  by  the  enemy  and  when  these 
two  shells  fell  the  children  and  women  were  running  hither  and  thither 
crying  for  help.  The  momentary  sight  was  horrible,  and  we  ourserv 
were  stricken  with  fear  and  stood  stunned  not  knowing  what  to  do.  Aft  er 
a  few  minutes  a  third  shell  burst  on  the  quay  where  we  remained  and 
to  our  good  luck    the  shell  did    not  do  any  serious    injuries,  slightly 
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wounding  twos*  ni  ries  who  wen-  on  bhe  ammunition  and  slightly  grazing 
the  skin  on  bhe  Leg  of  packer  Harbajan  of  the  F.P.O.  Immediately  we 
shifted  1 1"-  postal  t  bings  from  i  hal  spol  as  I  hi  re  were  some  of  our  ammu- 

nii  ion  sion  (I  up  which  arrived  just  ;it  t  he  t  une  in  J  he  same  ship  in  which 
the  Posl  Offiee  came.  With  such  terror  the  Post  Office  men  passed  the 
nighl  on  the  quay  at  Baku.  We  received  orders  to  return  back  to 
Enzeli  and  to  remain  on  steamer  till  its  sailing:  accordingly  we  wete  on 
steamer  from  1st  September  to  3rd  September  watching  the  bombard- 
iiMiit  of  the  town  Baku.  The  Baku  operation  was  a  very  important  one 
as  there  is  connection  with  the  Trans-Caspian  Railway  line  leading  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Afghanistan  and  Turkistan.  The  Batoum-Tiflis-Baku 
Railway  line  joins  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Caspian  Sea  through  the  Cauca- 
sian districts.  Turco-German  plans  were  to  >«  iz«-  th-  Batoum-Baku 
Railway  and  the  Trans-Caspian  Railway  thus  .menacing  the  frontiers 
of  Afghanistan  and  India.  The  enemy  was  strong  in  number  It)  to  1. 
The  discipline  of  the  Armenian  soldiers  was  very  irregular  as  they  used 
to  go  away  to  their  homes  as  they  liked  and  not  return  back  to  the  line 
till  they  are  turned  out  from  home  ;  so,  the  position  was  rather  difficult 
(hough  we  held  the  town  for  more  than  a  month.  Through  the  steady 
coolness  of  the  British  General,  General  Dunsterville,  the  town  was 
evacuated  without  any  loss  on  the  14th  September  1918.  The  opposite 
shore  Krasnovodsk  was  well  guarded  with  gun  boats. 

The  F.  P.  0.  81  landed  at  Enzeli  on  the  3rd  September  1918  and 
arranged  for  a  small  building  to  open  the  Post  Office.  From  4th  to  10th 
September  1918,  we  were  in  the  Embarkation  shed  preparing  the  sub- 
mission of  records  to  the  Base  Post  Office  and  submitted  by  D.R.L.S.  as 
far  as  Hamadan  F.P.O.  120  and  thence  to  Basrah  oy  registered  Post. 
This  F.P.O.  was  nearly  at  a  distance  of  1.100  miles  from  the  Base  Post 
Office,  Basrah,  and  600  miles  from  Baghdad  Advanced  Base  Account 
Office. 

The  mails  for  the  whole  Brigade  were  arriving  by  canal  convoy  and 
very  seldom  by  motor  car,  and  lorries,  as  the  Mechanical  Transports  were 
very  urgently  needed  by  the  Military  for  bringing  rations  and  other  war 
materials.  The  reader  of  this  may  picture  the  state  of  parcels  by  being 
carried  over  500  miles  by  camels  without  any  escorts.  The  downward 
mails  were  sent  always  by  the  down  empty  cars  to  Kasvin.  A  new  Field 
Post  Office  123  was  opened  at  Kasvin  in  the  month  of  October  1918  and 
a  new  F.P.O.  88  was  opened  at  Enzeli  on  the  15th  November  1918.  The 
Postal  system  was  maintained,  as  in  the  occupied  areas  of  Mesopotamia, 
in  the  Persian  Line  of  Communication  by  F.P.Os.  110  at  Kermanshah. 
120  at  Hamadan,  123  at  Kasvin  and  88  at  Enzeli.  The  Brigade  F.P.O. 
81  was  opened  at  Enzeli  on  the  11th  September  and  immediate  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  send  a  regular  despatch  of  mails  by  D.R.L.S.  Ford 
cars  and  similarly  small  number  of  bags  were  received  from  Kasvin.     On 
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the  1  ltli  September  I  interviewed  the  F.T.C.O.  at  Enzeli.  ,  Captain  Hi. 
was  in  charge  to  fix  the   rates  of    krans    m    rupees   for  the  money  order 
works,  but  he  informed  that  he  could  not  fix  t  he  rate  of  exchange  for  the 
Post  Office  as  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  fixes  the  rate  for  him  and 
requested  the  Administrative  Commandant  Knzeli  to   give  a  pass  to  go 
to  Resht  and  return  back  by    the  motor  convoy.      With  the  permission 
left  for  Resht  40  miles  down   toward     .Menzil     on    the     following    day 
and  saw  the  Assistant    Manager  whom  the  D.P.S.   referred   to    me    at 
Menzil.    Mr.  Eldridge   the    Assistant    Manager,  readily    accepted    the 
proposals  and  readily  helped. 

In  the  beginning  I  had  one  difficulty,  to  go  every  time  to  the  Bank 

at  Resht  by  motor  convoy  and  waiting  at  Resht  after  the  bank  busin 
is  over  for  hours  together  till  a  car  is  available  on  the  return  convoy  that 
comes  from  Menzil  to  Enzeli.  This  threw  an  <  xtra  labour  besides  the 
office  work.  On  the  24th  September  when  I  went  with  a  collection  of 
Rs.  3,582  to  the  Bank  at  Resht,  I  suggested  that  the  remittances  may  be 
made  over  to  the  F.T.C.O.  at  Enzeli  who  could  show  such  amount  as 
received  from  the  F.P.O.  81  in  account  with  the  Imperial  Bank  at  Resht. 
The  Assistant  Manager  readily  accepted  the  suggestion,  but  he  wanted  to 
send  the  pass  book  by  D.R.L.S.  to  him  for  the  entries  of  transactions 
and  adjusting  the  accounts.  According  to  this  arrangement  the  busin 
went  on  very  satisfactory  till  the  14th  November  1918. 

But  the  inward  parcel  mails  gave  endless  expansion  of  unnecessary 
work  owing  to  the  mails  being  carried  over  camels  without  escorts.  The 
parcels  used  to  arrive  in  damaged  state  and  sometimes  the  contents  lost, 
dropping  on  the  way  through  the  holes  of  bags.  This  involved  a  great 
portion  of  our  time  in  the  investigation  and  correspondence. 

On  the  15th  November  1918  I  left  Enzeli  for  Baku  again  with  the 
Brigade  and  new  F.P.O.  88  was  opened  on  this  day  at  Enzeli.  Very 
nearly  about  25  steamers  with  troops  and  transports  escorted  by  1  or  5 
gun  boats  arrived  Baku  on  the  17th  November  1918,  all  th  steamers 
were  grandly  decorated  with  coloured  flags  and  the  residents  of  Baku 
received  the  arrrival  of  the  British  with  enthusiasms  beers  and  bands  on 
the  wharf.  The  Field  Post  Office  was  opened  in  a  pupca  building.  The 
weather  was  always  rainy  and  snowy. quite  contrary  to  I  he  Indian  climate. 
The  currency  in  this  place  was  roubles  and  the  exchange  of  this  also  was 
daily  fluctuating  like  krans  and  so  there  was  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
system  of  money  orders  as  no  arrangements  w<  re  yel  done  by  the  Military 
to  draw  pay  for  the  troops.  The  mails  were  arriving  by  steamer  from 
Enzeli  bi-weekly  and  in  the  same  way  the  mails  also  were  despatched 
toEnzeli.  Also  the  mails  were  despatched  to  and  from  Krasnovodsk,  the 
opposite  shore  of  Baku.  On  the  29th  November  1918  through  Knzeli 
187  bags  of  letters  and  parcels  were  received  for  the  Brigade  and  disposed. 
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Since  then  the,  Brigade  mails  were  arriving  insmall  numbers  \>v  every 
Bteamer  and  so  the  work  was  not  congested.     Outward  inailsfoi  U.K.  and 

IikIi.i  w.  iv  sent  firsl  via  Batoum  m  the  second  week  oi  December  L918 
andthenrsl  [nward  English  mails  for  British  troops  and  for  Persian  Civil 
Post  Offices  al  Resht,  Kasvin,  Teheran  and  Tabriz  were  received  on  orabonl 
the  iimIi  January  L919  ;  about  66  bags  through  Black  Sea  Batoum-Baku 
Railway.  The  Mail  Services  were  satisfactorily  established  for  India, 
U.  1\.  and  foreign  countries  through  Batoum  British  Army  Poei  Office. 
The  inward  mails  were  received  through  this  Army  IV-^t  Office  m  duvet 
closed  bags  from  London  every  week.  The  highest  number  oi  Indian 
and  English  mail  bags  and  some  mails  for  Persian  Post  Offices  received 
on  a  certain  mail  day  in  the  month  of  March  or  April  1919  was  220, 
and  60  M.F.  packages  of  stationery.  The  British  Army  Posi  Offices 
in  this  area  was  accepting  the  M.  F.  packages  which  was  generally  done 
by  the  I.W.T.  Department  in  Mesopotamia,  so  this  was  a  new  and  addi- 
tional work  to  the  Indian  Field  Post  Offices.  The  staff  of  this  office  was 
very  inadequate:  1  Field  Postmaster,  Mr.  J.  R.  Davis,*  from  the  Burma 
Circle  and  2  clerks  (a)  Mr.  J.  H.  Gregory  from  the  Burma  Circle,  (b)  Mr. 
K.  S.  Subramania  Iyer,  a  probationer  from  Coimbatore  Division,  Madras 
Circle. 

The  D.  P.  S.  (Lieut. -Col.  H.  A.  Sams,  I.C.S.)  was  arranging  to  make 
this  F.  P.  0.  as  an  Advanced  F.  P.  0.  for  Persian  Line  of  Communication 
and  sent  10  clerks  and  some  packers  in  charge  of  an  A.  D.  P.  S.,  but  in  the 
meantime  the  troops  between  Hamadan  and  Baku  were  transferred  to  the 
British  Salonica  Force  formerly  known  as  the  Norper  Force  and  so  all  the 
F.  P.  Os.  in  this  area  were  under  the  D.  D.  P.  S.  of  British  Army  Post 
Office  Batoum  and  for  accounts  and  pay  under  the  Indian  Base  Post 
Office  "  H  "  at  Salonica. 

By  the  perseverance  of  introducing  money  orders  I  succeeded  and 
the  first  money  order  transaction  in  roubles  allowing  the  S.  O.  accounts 
to  remain  in  rupees  as  before  was  done  on  the  8th  January  1919.  The 
rate  of  exchange  of  roubles  was  fixed  on  per  pound  and  the  krans  were 
fixed  on  rupees  by  the  Financial  Adviser  every  month.  On  this  a  con- 
version table  was  made  for  roubles,  rupees,  krans  and  English  money 
was  prepared  and  thus  for  the  money  orders  all  the  abovementioned 
currencies  were  accepted  seeing  the  conversion  table.  The  conversion 
table  was  made  at  every  change  whenever  notified  and  shown  to  the 
Financial  Adviser  for  approval.  The  collections  were  made  over  to  the 
F.  T.  C.  0.  and  shown  in  accounts  under  the  column  of  treasury  remitt- 
ance. As  the  F.  T.  C.  0.  was  near,  the  money  order  business  was  daily 
done  and  the  collections  sent  under  escort  every  evening  to  the  F.  T.  C.  0. 
The  money  order  business  at  Baku  became  very  popular  among  the 
officers  and  men,  owing  to    the    fallen    rate   of    exchange    per  pound. 

*  The  writer. 
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On  a  certain  dav  in  the  month  of  .March  L919  I  remember  having  col- 
lected  a  little  above  Rupees  forty  thousand  in  roubles,  trans,  rupees  and 
English  money.  TheBritish  Postal  Orders  were  also  cashed.  The  account 
was  adjusted  in  the  evening  without  a  difference  of  Bingle  j >i<*  and  tin- 
was  a  very  good  appreciable  revenue  in  a  Field  Posl  <  office.  A-  the  I  'ivil 
Russian  Post  Office  at  Baku  was  not  in  working  order  t  he  civilians  English 
mails  lor  the  residents  at  Baku  used  to  arrive  in  the  F.P.O.  and  delivered 
at  the  Post  Office  on  oall.  Their  mails  were  also  despatched  when 
presented  through  the  British  Head  Quarters  and  such  correspondence 
was  prepaid  by  them  in  Indian  postage  stamps  surcharged  I.  E.  B\  The 
F.  P.  0.  81  became  very  important  for  the  exchange  of  foreign  mails  foT 
civil  Persian  Post  Offices  and  for  the  British  troops  that  were  in  the  area 
of  North  Persia.  Petrovosk.  Krasnovodsk  and  beyond  in  Turkistan 
and  Norfront. 

For  want  of  transport  the  Postal  officials  who  left   Baghdad   by    fche 
orders  of  D.  P.  S.,  Mesopotamia,  for  F.  P.  0.  81  were  stranded    in     11a- 
madan  and  Kermanshah.     The  A.  D.  P.  S.  with  his  orderly  arrived  Baku 
on  the  5th  March  1919.     The  Inspector  of  Post  Offices,  Mr.  A.  Yemeni 
was  with  F.  P.  0.  81  since  13th  January  19 19. 

During  March  1919  one  Indian  F.  P.  0.  was  opened  at  Krasnovodsk 
and  in  April  another  Field  Post  Oil  ice  was  opened  in  Petrovosk. 

For  all  the  interest  I  took  in  my  work  1  was  specially  recommended 
by  the  Brigadier-General  T.  A.  Andrews.  C.M.G.  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
despatch  of  Lieut.  General  W.  R.  Marshall,  Commander-in-Chief,  Meso- 
potamian  Forces,  for  gallant  devotion  to  duty. 

On  my  application  I  left  Baku  on  repatriation  for  India  on  the  21s1 
April  1919  by  Baku-Batoum  Railway  through  the  Caucasian  districts 
and  arrived  Batoum  on  the  24th  April.  While  I  was  in  Camp  at  Batoum 
I  was  asked  by  the  D.  A.  D.  P.  S.  Major  Smith  of  the  British  Army 
Post  Office  to  help  the  F.  P.M.  in  charge  of  the  Indian  Field  Post  Office  at 
Batoum  in  accepting  money  orders. 


Practically  only  the  Indian  F.P.O.  was  issuing  money  orders  for 
India  and  sometimes  for  England  when  the  British  Army  Post  Offices 
held  no  British  Postal  Orders  stock  for  sale.  In  the  British  Army  Post 
Office  there  was  no  system  of  money  orders  and  the  remittances  were  made 
in  British  Postal  Orders  by  registered  post.  The  F.  P.  Os.  under  Indian 
Base  Post  Office  "H"  were  maintaining  their  S.  0.  daily  account  in  pound 
sterling  and  at  the  foot  the  balance  due  to  the  Head  Office  was  shown 
in  rupees  as  well  as  sterling  value.  The  money  order  journal  was  written 
in  two  columns  (1)  sterling  value.  (2)  rupee  value  equivalent.  The  accounts 
were  maintained  by  the  Head  Office  in  rupees  and  sterlings  and  submitted 
to  the  Audit  Office.  Though  the  accounts  were  maintained  correctly, 
it  was  confusing.  Every  month  the  F.  P.  Os.  under  tin-  Base   "  II  "was 
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preparing  a  l<»>s  and  gain  statement  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange 
on  the  cash  balance  in  hand  when  the  rates  oi  exchange  Lb  changed.  As 
there  was  no  F.  T.  C.  0.  stationed  a1  Batou  i ..  this  statement  was  neces- 
sitated and  sometimes  .1  revised  one  over  the  previous  gain  and  lose  s1  ite- 
menl   ifnol  adjusted  within  the  month. 

.Altec  a  short  stay  at  Batoum  in  the  Black  Sea  waiting  for  steamer 
left  on  the  17th  May  1919  for  Salonica  and  arrived  there  on  22nd  .Mi. 
passing  through  the  Bosphorous  Strait,  Constantinople  Barbour  and  the 

Strait  of  Dardanelles.  The  voyage  and  the  scenery  was  beautiful  espe- 
cially while  passing  through  the  Bos]  horous  and  the  Golden  Horn  of 
Constantinople.  The  Base  Post  Office  ''H"  at  Salonica  was  moving  to 
Chanak  on  the  23rd  May  1919.  In  this  area  of  British  Army  Post  Offii 
there  were  Indian  F.  P.  Os.  The  Army  Post  Office  was  dealing  with  only 
English  mails  and  British  unit  and  the  Indian  Post  Offices  were  dealing 
with  only  Indian  mails  and  the  units  of  India.  Whereas  the  F.  P.  Os 
of  Mesopotamia  were  serving  both  the  English  and  Indian  mails  for 
the  British  and  Indian  troops. 


F.  P.  0.  81,  Baku,  Caucasus. 

The  Indian  Base  Depot  at  Salonica  was  moving  to  Chanak  in  the 
Dardanelles  on  the  12th  June  1919  and  I  also  received  orders  to.  go  to 
Chanak  and  wait  there  till  a  steamer  wTas  available  for  India.  From  the 
13th  June  to  18th  July  1919  was  waiting  at  Chanak  and  on  the  19th 
July  1919  embarked  by  S.S.  "Bruenn"  and  arrived  Alexandria  Camp 
Mustaffa  on  the  24th  July  1919  touching  the  island  Cyprus  on  way  on  the 
22nd  July.  Eemained  in  Alexandria  till  28th  Julv  and  left  by  train  on 
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that  evening  and  arrived  Suez  the  following  day  in  the  evening  and  stayed 
m  Demobilisation  till  3rd  August.  On  tin'  1th  August  1919  embarked  on 
S.S."KaraDeniz/  a  prize  vessel  taken  by  English  from  Turks.  TheoriginaJ 
name  was  "  Damstad  '  a  German  name.  This  vessel  was  used  by  bhe 
Turks  under  the  disguise  of  Persian  name  "  Kara  Deniz,  "  a  pilgrim  ship. 

Arrived  Aden  on  the  9th  August  L919  and  landed  down  for  a  little 
while  with  the  permission  of  Officer  Commanding  on  Board  to  see  the 
town  and  we  left  Aden  on  the  same  evening  and  reaohed  Bombay  on 
the  15th  August  19 19  at  3  p.m. 

Here  ends  niv  experience  of  the  Field  Service  as  a  Field  Poet 
master,  F.  P.  0.  81. 

Written  by 
J.  R.  DAVIS, 
Officiating  Haul  SignaUt  r 
Pakokku  Post  Office, 
Dated  Pakkoku,  Burma, 

the  Mi    October  1920. 
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CH  A  P  T  E  H     X  V  L 

PERSIA. 

The  Bushire  Force,  1917     1920- 

By 

Lt-Col.  C.  F.  G.  Quilter,  IARd  Assistant  Director 

of  Postal  Services. 

THE  Bushire  Force  which  started  operations  in  October,  1918, 
might  be  said  to  have  had  its  origin,  in  so  far  as  the  Field  Post 
Office  is  concerned,  in  the  opening  of  the  first  Field  Post  Office 
there  in  connection  with  the  Great  War  when  on  the  16th 
August,  1915,  Field  Post  Office  No.  319  was  opened  at  Reshire, 
7  miles  from  the  Port  of  Bushire  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  to  serve  the  troop- 
sent  there  in  connection  with  the  Mesopotamia  Expeditionary  Force. 
This  Field  Post  Office  under  Sub-Condr.  H.  E.  Umrigar  was  -under  the 
Base  Post  Office  at  Basrah  and  formed  part  of  the  Mesopotamia 
Expeditionary  Force,  till  on  the  3rd  March  1917,  a  Base  Post  Office  under 
Lieutenant  Elliot  was  opened  at  Bander  Abbas,  another  port  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  to  serve  the  troops  forming  the  Escort  to  the  British  Mission 
in  South  Persia,  which  Force  was  to  open  up  communications  with  Shiraz. 
The  Field  Post  Office  at  Bushire  was  then  placed  under  the  Bander 
Abbas  Base  Post  Office,  and  transferred  from  the  control  of  the  Mesopo- 
tamia Expeditionary  Force.  The  postal  arrangements  for  the  Escort 
to  the  British  Mission  in  South  Persia  were  placed  in  charge  of  Captain 
R.  Greene,  R.E.,  who  took  charge  as  Assistant  Director,  on  the  15th 
April,  1917.  This  Force  under  General  Sir  Percy  Sykes  gradually 
moved     up  to  Shiraz  and  established  a  fairly  good  road. 

Lieutenant  E.  S.  Kelly  took  charge  of  the  Base  Post  Office  at  Bander 
Abbas  on  the  6th  July,  1917,  and  Lieutenant  E.  B.  Stout  was  appointed 
Inspector  of  Field  Post  Offices.  As  the  troops  advanced,  field  post 
offices  were  established  at  Saidabad,  Kerman  and  Niriz  and  eventually 
at  Shiraz.  The  road  from  Bander  Abbas  to  Shiraz  was  some  400  miles 
in  length  passing  over  very  difficult  hilly  country.  For  some  time  there 
was  also  mail  communication  between  Lingah,  a  small  port  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  Shiraz  via  Niriz.  The  majority  of  the  Civil  Post  Offices  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  were  also  placed  under  Captain  Greene  and  controlled 
from  Bander  Abbas.  The  chief  difficulties  in  postal  administration 
with  this  Force  were  the  long  camel  caravan  route  to  Shiraz  and  the  irre- 
gularity with  which  ships  carrying     mails  visited  the  Gulf  Posts.     In 
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the  summer  of  1918  the  military  Bituat  ion  around  Shiraz  became  bo  grave 

that  it  was  decided  to  despatch  a  Force  to  Bushire  to  open  up  direct 
communication  with  Shiraz  from  Bushire,  the  distance  across  being  only 
180  miles  as  compared  with  400  miles  by  the  Bander  Abbas  route. 

When  this  Force  commenced  to  concent  rate.  Field  Post  Office  No. 
374  was  opened  at  Bushire  on  the  17th  July,  1918.  The  Headquarters 
of  the  troops  were  at  Reshiie.  7  miles  inland  where  Field  Post  Office 
319  already  existed. 

The  new  Field  Post  Office  now  opened  relieved  the  Civil  Head  Post 
Office  of  military  work  and  took  over  military  mails  at  the  quay  Bide. 
Lieutenant  Stout  made  his  headquarters  at  Bushire  and  held  charge 
of  all  postal  arrangements. 

Captain  Greene  proceeded  on  leave  in  September,  1918,  principally 
with  a  view  to  consult  the  Director  General  of  Posts  and  Telegraph-  in 
Simla  regarding  the  requirements  of  the  new  Force  then  concentrating 
in  Bushire  under  General  Douglas.  He  ordered  Lieutenant  Kelly  to 
proceed  to  Bushire  to  open  a  Base  Post  Office  there  and  Subedar  Pandit 
Ikbal  Nath,  till  now  Field  Postmaster  at  Shiraz,  came  to  Banc  lei- 
Abbas  as  Base  Postmaster  relieving  Lieutenant  Kelly  who  proceeded 
to  Bushire. 

Captain  Greene  on  his  way  back  from  Simla  unfortunately  caught 
a  chill  and  died  of  Influenza  at  Poonaon  the  21st  September,  1918,  to  the 
great  regret  of  all  the  postal  staff  with  the  Force.  I  was  ordered  to 
Bushire  in  the  late  Captain  Greene's  place  and  took  charge  as  Assistant 
Director,  Postal  Services,  Bushire  Force,  and  the  Escort  to  the  British 
Mission  in  South  Persia,  at  Bushire  on  the  12th  October,  1918. 

Lieutenant  E.  S.  Kelly  held  charge  as  Assistant  Director  of  Postal 
Services  from  21st  September,  1918,  to  12th  October,  1918.  Lieutenant 
Kelly  opened  the  Base  Post  Office  at  Bushire  on  the  8th  October,  L918 
and  on  relief  by  me  took  charge  as  Base  Postmaster.  Lieutenant  E.  B. 
Stout  was  Inspector  of  Field  Post  Offices. 

The  Striking  Force  under  General  Elsmie  moved  out  early  in 
October,  1918?  and  a  Field  Post  Office  accompanied  it  throughout,  leaving 
another  Field  Post  Office  in  its  place  each  time  it  moved  forward  with 
the  advanced  column.  The  Field  Post  Offices  thus  formed  along  the 
Lines  of  Communication  were  then  placed  under  an  Inspector  of  Field 
Post  Offices,  Lieutenant  P.  Donovan. 

The  Striking  Force  first  met  with  opposition  from  the  enemy  at 
Chagadak,  a  few  miles  out  of  Bushire.  The  next  serious  opposition  met 
with  was  at  and  beyond  Daliki  at  the  foot-hills  of  the  mountain  region 
which  covers  the  greater  extent  of  South  Persia,  and  at  Kamarij,  a  high 
mountain  pass  within  30  miles  of  Kazarun.  the  objective  of  the  Force, 
which  was  reached  on  the  30th  January,  1919. 


240 


On  the  same  day  a  column  from  Shiraz  under  Col.  Orion  of  the  37th 
Lancers,  who  had  led  Sir  Percy  Syke   a    Inspector-General,  South 

Persia  Riflei  and  General  Officer  Commanding  the  Bscorl  to  the  British 
Mission  in  South  Persia,  having  slowly  worked  Its  way  down  the  To  miles 
Prom  its  headquarters  effected  a  junction  with  the  Bushire  Force  al  Kaz- 
arun.  With  effect  from  this  date  the  British  Mission  Bscorl  in  South 
Persia  became  pari  of  the  Bushire  Force. 

Field  Post  Offices  had  been  opened  along  the  route  from  Bushire  to 

Kazarun  at  Pioneers  Camp,  Chagadak,  Ahmadi.  Kiiushab,  Borazjun, 
Daliki,  Main.  Kutal-i-Malu,  Charum  Kamarij,  Serai  and  Radha.  When 
the  two  Forces  met  on  30th  January.  Hill),  and  the  road  to  Shiraz  was 
opened,  field  post  offices  were  at  once  opened  on  t  he  Lines  of  ( Communica- 
tion between  Kazarun  and  Shiraz  at  Pul-i-Agneh  and  Mian  Kutal. 

The  mail  arrangements  over  the  Lines  of  Communication  were  very 
difficult  to  control  but  a  regular  daily  mail  reached  the  Striking  Force 
throughout  its  advance  and  thereafter.  The  following  table  shows  tin* 
arrangements  made: — 


From 


Mode  of  con- 
veyances. 


Time    Taken 
Hrs.     Mts. 


1 

Bushire 

Borazjun 

39 

Persian  mules . . 

13 

0 

Borazjun 

Daliki 

15 

Motor  Lorry   .  . 

1 

30 

Daliki 

Malu 

9 

Camels 

3 

0 

Malu 

Kutal-i-Malu  .  . 

5 

Persian  runners 

1 

30 

Kutal-i-Malu  . . 

Charum 

7 

Motor  Lorry   .  • 

1 

0 

Charum 

Radha 

12 

Persian  runners 

3 

0 

Radha 

Kazarun 

11 

Motor  Lorry   . . 

0 

30 

98 

23 

30 

Detention  at  Fi< 
Offices  for  ex 

M  Post 
change  of    mails 

• 

2 

30 

26 

0 
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The  down  service  was  equally  efficient .  t  be  exchange  of  up  and  dew  o 
mails  taking  place  at  Main. 

An  interesting  feature  of  departmental  work  with  the  Bushire  Force 
arose  in  connection  with  the  acceptance  oi  money  orders  in  loans  (the 
local  currency)  at  Shiraz.  [1  was  decided  by  the  General  Officer  Com- 
manding after  several  protests  from  the  Assistant  Director  of  Postal 
Services  to  introduce  this  system  and  on  the  loth  August,  L919j  it  was 
brought  into  practice.  The  difficulty  was  the  great  difference  usually 
existing  between  the  official  rate  oi  exchange  at  which  the  Post 
Office  was  to  transact  business  and  the  local  market  rate  of  exchang 

On  the  day  the  new  Bystem  was  started  the  official  rate  was  about 
235krans  Rs.  LOO  but  the  local  rate  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  290 
krans=Rs.  100.  This  meant  that  a  cheque  on  India  could  be  cashed  at 
a  small  oharge  of  2  per  cent,  at  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  at  the  local 
rate  of  exchange  and  the  money  sent  to  India  by  money  order  at  t  be  offi- 
cial rate  of  exchange  result  ing  in  a  profit  of  over  20  per  cent,  to  the  remit- 
ter. This  loss  would  eventually  tall  on  the  Indian  Government.  It 
will  be  seen  that  cheques  tor  very  large  sums  drawn  even  against 
no  account  could  in  this  manner  he  cashed  at  the  Imperial  Bank  which 
could  fully  secure  Itself  by  acting  as  agent  for  the  remitter  and  itself 
remitting  through  the  Post  Office  to  the  Bank  on  which  the  cheque  was 
draw/n  the  proceeds  of  the  transaction  or  so  much  of  the  proceeds  ;i-  to 
meet  the  cheque.  As  anticipated,  this  Bystem  was  at  once  taken  advantage 
of  for  speculation  and  had  to  be  discontinued. 

The  transit  of  mails  was  often  very  troublesome  especially  acrosi 
the  bog  separating  Bushire  from  Chagadak  and  was  in  the  winter  a  really 
serious  matter.  This  bog,  locally  known  as  the  Meshela,  became  after  the 
winter  rains  so  sodden  that  the  Railway  could  npt  cross  it  often  Eora  week 
at  a  time.  Persian  muleteers  were  tried  by  the  Post  Office  and  it  was 
remarkable  how  cleverly  they  got  the  mails  over  the  Meehala  even  in  its 
worst  condition.  This  was  the  more  remarkable  seeing  that  they  tra- 
velled at  night.  Their  use  had  unfortunately  to  be  dicontinued  as  they 
were  repeatedly  fired  at  by  raiders  and  it  was  considered  unsafe  to  con- 
tinue this  carrying  agency. 

During  the  year  1919  unusually  heavy  work  fell  on  the  Field  and 
Civil  post  offices  in  South  Persia  owing  to  the  very  high  rate  of  exchange 
between  India  and  England.  Very  large  sums  <>t  money  were  Bent  by 
money  order  to  England.  The  rapid  unexpected  rise  in  the  rati-  of 
exchange  had  given  no  time  to  strengthen  the  staff  and  at  Bushire  for 
a  short  while  over  half  a  lakh  of  rupees  was  daily  passing  through  the 
Post  Office  in  the  money  order  branch.  This  principally  affected  tin1 
Civil  Head  Post  Office  at  Bushire  under  Mr.  D'Silva  who  was  at  that  time 
the  postmaster. 
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Throughout  the  area  of  military  operation!  is  South  Persia  even 
during  the  severe  [nfluenza  epidemic  in  L918,  the  staff  of  the  Field  Post 
Office  kepi  excellent  health.  Willi  one  exception  no  postal  official  on 
service  in  fchis  area  died  of  [nfluenza,  which  wsa  most  remarkable  as  the 
troops  suffered  very  badly  especially  al  Niriz  where  the  survivors  of  tin; 
garrison  furnished  by  the  South  Persian  Rifles  numbered  less  than  9Tper 
cent. 

The  Bushire  Force  eventually  reached  a  strength  of  27,000  men  and 
the  Escort  to  the  British  Mission  in  South  Persia  7.000.  In  addition 
there  were  the  Civil  Post  Offices  in  the  Gulf  including  one  Bead  office. 
During  this  time  Lieutenant  E.  B.  Stout  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  D.A. 
D.P.S.,  and  later  on  Lieutenant  (J.  S.  Smith  was  appointed  an  additional 
Inspector  of  Field.  Post  Offices  with  the  Force.  Lieutenant  Lovejoy, 
Subedars  Ghulam  Muhamad  and  M.  R.  Srinivasa  Rao  also  worked  \<>v 
short  periods  as  Inspectors  with  the  Force. 

The  Escort  to  the  British  Mission  in  South  Persia  withdrew  in  the 
Spring  of  1919  and  the  Base  Post  Office  at  Bander  Abbas  was  closed  on 
the  28th  June,  1919. 

The  Bushire  Force  was  about  the  same  time  reduced  roughly  to  one 
brigade  under  the  command  of  General  Elsmie  who  was  succeeded  by- 
General  Drew.  On  the  reduction  of  the  Force  Lieutenant  Stout  reverted 
to  Inspector  of  Field  Post  Offices  and  the  appointment  of  Assistant 
Director,  Postal  Services,  was  reduced  to  D.A.D.P.S.  This  smaller 
Force  for  which  fewer  Field  Post  Offices  were  required,  finally  withdrew 
in  the  Spring  of  1920  leaving  one  regiment  for  garrison  duty,  and  the 
Base  Post  Office  at  Bushire  was  closed  on  the  13th  June,  1920. 

A  very  interesting  feature  of  this  campaign  from  a  postal  point  of 
view  is  that  it  was  at  Bushire  in  1856  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Indian  Post  Office  that  Field  Post  Offices  accompanied  an  Army  it 
the  field.  In  the  Persian  War  of  1856  the  Indian  Post  Office  sent  two 
clerks,  a  munshi  and  four  peons  for  field  post  office  work  with  the  Force 
that  landed  there  in  that  year.  The  operations  of  that  Force  covered 
to  a  large  extent  the  same  route  followed  by  the  Bushire  Force  in  1918. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  the  experiences  of  this  small  staff 
were  in  a  country  which  to  this  day  strikes  the  new  comer  as  so  barren  and 
inhospitable.  A  small  cemetery  in  Bushire,  with  a  monument  recently 
erected,  records  the  losses  of  that  Force.  Perhaps  it  is  from  these 
earlier  experiences  without  the  comforts  a  modern  Force  enjoys  that 
the  climate  of  Bushire  is  generally  said  to  be  so  trying.  To  the  Bushire 
Force  it  did  not  appear  to  be  so  except  for  a  few  months  in  the  year. 
There  are  about  4  months  of  unpleasant  damp-heat,  the  remainder  of 
the  year  being  delightful. 

The  Postal  Staff  at  the  Base  were  very  comfortably  housed  with  elec- 
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trie  lights  and  fans  in  their  quarters.  The  menial  staff  hi  no  case  daring 
the  hot  weather  lived  under  canvas,  they  were  well  housed  and  well  fed. 
Beds  and  charpoys  were  supplied  at  the  Base  to  every  member  of  the 
staff  including  the  menial  staff.  Regular  war  leave  under  military  rules 
was  granted  to  all  the  stall'.  Sea  bathing  was  a  feature  of  the  life  of  the 
Force.     A  very  nice  beach  existed  and  was  taken  lull  advantage  of. 

To  stamp  collectors.  Bushire  is  of  great  interest  a-  it  was  here  thai 
the  now  famous  Persian  stamps  superscribed  "  Bushire  under  British 
Occupation  "  were  issued  through  the  Persian  Post  Office  in  1915. 
Their  sale  was  stopped  within  a  month,  but  those  who  bought  Setfi 
of  these  stamps  then,  multiplied  their  investment  by  fifty  or  more. 
Very  few  of  these  stamps  were  obtainable  by  the  Bushire  Force  in 
L918  but  they  had  their  opportunity  in  carpets  and  their  desire  to  return 
to  India  with  genuine  Persian  carpets  spoilt  the  market  foT  those  with 
moderate  means.  Those  who  served  on  till  the  Force  completely  dosed 
down  had  however  the  opportunity  of  seeing  some  of  the  finest  carpets 
in  South  Persia.  H.  M.  the  Shah  visited  Bushire  on  the  18th  May,  1920. 
No  Shah  of  Persia  had  previously  visited  this  southern  portion  of  his  king- 
dom and  in  his  honour  the  streets  of  Bushire  were  hung  with  priceless 
Persian  carpets,  the  property  of  rich  merchants  and  Persian  grandees. 

Bushire  was  interesting  from  many  points  of  view,  not  the  least  being 

the  fact  that  it  was  in  the  direct  air  route  from  Europe  to  the  tiast  and 
aeroplanes  of  manv  nationalities  frequently  spent  a  day  at  the  aerodrome 
situated  at.  what  was  formerly  the  German  Consulate.  The  first  Eandley 
Page  to  visit  India  spent  an  evening  in  Bushire.  Bushire  also  saw  Ro 
Smith  pass  over  on  his  way  to  Australia  but  he  did  not  land.  Later 
it  formed  one  of  the  stages  in  the  Rome  to  Tokyo  flight  and  in  this  con- 
nection it  witnessed  a  most  unfortunate  accident  to  two  of  the  earli.-r 
competitors.  They  all  but  landed  being  a  few  feet  off  the  aerodrome 
and  then  apparently  to  obtain  a  better  landing  rose  to  some  200  feet  from 
which  height  when  they  turned,  the  machine  slipping  sideways  <  rashed 
to  the  ground  killing  the  occupants  both  of  whom  were  experienced  pil< 
ot  the  Italian  Air  Force.  Considering  that  aeroplanes  were  continually 
passing  over  perhaps  it  was  lucky  Bushire  witnessed  only  this  one 
accident. 

The  only  previous  occasion  of  an  airman  being  killed  in  or  near 
Bushire  was  when  a  tribesman  in  Ahram  shot  down  one  of  the  Bushire 
Force  aeroplanes  passing  over  at  about  400  feet.  Captain  Adams,  the 
Pilot,  was  shot  through  the  head.  Lieutenan,  Bull,  R.A.F.,  on  this 
occasion  received  the  D.F.C.  for  a  most  gallant  attempt  to  recover 
Captain  Adam's  body. 

Speaking  of  Ahram  brings  to  mind  that  when  the  Striking  Force 
by  a  rapid  advance  surprised  the  village  where  Vosmuss,  the  German 
leader  and  organiser  of  most  of  the  trouble  in  South  Persia,  was  staying 
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failing  bo  oaptu're  nim  by  only  a  few  hours,  they  bund  in  the  room*  be 
bad  occupied  English  periodical*  of  a  later  date  than  had  reached  Bushire. 
This  was  of  course  an  excellent  joke  again  I  the  Pc*1  Office   as  il   . 
understood    that  Vbsmuss  bad  no   acce      bo  bhe   outer  world   except 
bhrough  South  Persia. 

Not  only  at  the  Base  were  bhe  Postal  Officials  with  this  Force  com- 
fortable but  those  who  served  .it  Shiraz  were  equally  well  oil  with  an  i 
cellenl  climate  all  the  year  round  and  had.  to  the  Indian  postal  clerk, 
the  unique  opportunity  of  visiting  the  graves  of  Hafiz  and  the  immortal 
Sadi  both  of  whose  tombs  are  within  a  few  miles  of  the  city  of  Shiraz  and 
well  repay  the  short  -journey  necessary  to  visit  them. 

Shiraz  is  a  big  city  surrounded  by  charming  gardens  whose  beauty 

is  however  spoilt  by  the  very  high  ugly  mud  walls  in  which  each  garden 
is  enclosed.  At  Shiraz  beautiful  carpets  from  Kerman  and  other  cent  res 
are  available.  It  is  also  locally  famed  for  the  wine  it  produces  well 
known  in  South  Persia  as  "  Shirazi  ". 

Between  Bushire  and  Shiraz  on  the  Lines  of  Communication  the 
Postal  Staff  lived  entirely  under  the  usual  field  service  conditions,  but 
there  was  never  any  reluctance  shown  by  the  staff  either  at  the  Base  or 
at  Shiraz  to  serve  under  these  conditions  when  their  transfer  to  the 
Lines  of  Communication  became  necessarv. 

The  Postal  Staff  owe  their  best  thanks  to  Mrs.  Sharpe,  Honorary 
Secretary,  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Comforts  Fund,  for  the  many  gifts  she 
sent  to  them  in  Bushire  including  a  gramophone,  footballs,  literature, 
Indian  sweetmeats,  plum-puddings  at  Christmas,  and  last  but  not  least  a 
large  supply  of  fly  flaps  which  were  unobtainable  in  Persia  while  the 
flies  in  Bushire  were  a  great  affliction. 

South  Persia  with  its  barren  hills  and  treeless  plains  scarcely  answered 
to  the  fabled  land  of  rose  gardens  and  nightingales  but  it  had  many 
compensations  and  very  few  who  served  with  the  Bushire  Force  left  for 
India  without  regret. 

Just  before  th|e  Force  completed  its  work  and  commenced  to  demo- 
bilise the  Despatches  submitted  by  General  Douglas  were  published. 
It  was  unfortunate  for  the  whole  Force  that  the  only  list  of  names  for 
Honours  and  Rewards  submitted  was  called  for  early  in  1919  long  before 
administrative  staff  officers  could  appreciate  the  work  of  the  several 
Departments  and  Services  they  controlled  or  gauge  individually  the 
merits  of  their  subordinates.  No  later  lists  were  called  for  although 
along  with  other  services  the  Field  Postal  Staff  worked  for  the  Force  for 
a  further  18  months. 

It  was  very  gratifying,  however,  to  find  a  number  of  Postal  Officials 
mentioned  in  these  the  only  despatches  submitted  so  early  in  the   cam- 


245 


paign.    The  following  were  the  officials  mentioned  in  the  Bushire  F< 
Despatches  published  in  the  London  Gazette  oi  3rd  February,  l(.»-<».  and 
republished  in  the  Army  Departmenl  Gazette  oi  L2th  March.  L920: 

Captain C.  F.  G.  Quilter,  I.  A.  R.  ().. 

Assistant    Director,    Postal   Set 
Lieutenant  B.  8.  Kelly, 

Base  Postmaster,  Bus/, 
Subedab  .Mithi    Krishna  Moodaliar, 

Field  Postmaster. 
Jemadar  Faqir  Muhamad, 

Field  Postmaster. 

Jemadar  Govind  Chintaman  Nene, 
Head  Clerk  to  A.D.P.S. 

SUB-CONDR.    HORMTJSJl    EDULJ]    QmRIGAR, 
Field   Post  muster. 


Malik's  House  Reshere, 


'7 
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CH  A  P  T  E  R    X  VI  I. 
PERSIA 

Kast  Persia,  July  1917  to  Nov.  1920. 

By 

Major  G.  J.  F.   Kilman,  O.BE.,   R.E.,  Assistant  Director 

of  Postal  Services. 

Narrative  account  of  the  Indian  Post  Office  in  East  Persia  from  July  1917 

to  November  1920. 

In  May  1917,  in  connection  with  the  tteistan  Field  Force  which  then 
existed  in  East  Persia,  and  whose  object  was  to  intercept    parties  of 
Germans,   and   Austrians   and   to  prevent  gun   running,  the   Director- 
General  ordered  that  a  separate  Division  be  established   in  East  Persia, 
and  I  was  deputed  from  the  Assam  and  Eastern  Bengal  Circle  to  pro- 
ceed to  East  Persia    via    Quetta.    I   personally    knew   nothing   of   the 
country  I  was  proceeding  to;  and,  although  I  made  enquiries  at  Lahore 
and  Quetta,  I  could  gather  no  information  except  that  a  mail  train  was 
recently  attacked   by  Afghans  near  Nushki,  and  that  the  driver  and 
firemen  were  killed.     After  assuming  charge  of  the  Seistan  Field  Force 
Division,  both  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  I  proceeded  from  Quetta  by  rail 
the  first  week  of  June  1917  towards  Dalbandin  which  was  the  furthest 
point  to  which  the  Nushki  Extension  Railway  had  been  constructed. 

At  Mastung  station  I  met  Colonel  Dew,  Political  Agent  Mastung. 
whom  I  had  known  at  Gilgit  (Kashmir)  when  he  was  Political  Agent 
there,  and  when  I  informed  him  that  I  was  proceeding  to  East  Persia 
he  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  the  Political  Agent,  Chagai.  in  connection  with 
my  onward  road  journey  from  Dalbandin.  When  I  informed  him  that  I 
had  not,  he  humourously  remarked  that  East  Persia  was  not  Kashmir 
and  that  special  arrangements  were  necessary,  and  he  strongly  advised 
me  to  return  to  Quetta  and  consult  the  Political  Agent.  Chagai.  before 
undertaking  the  journey.  Having  to  return  to  Quetta  did  not  appeal 
to  me  and  eventually  Col.  Dew  wired  to  the  Political  Agent,  Chagai, 
to  assist  me,  and,  as  I  saw  more  of  the  arid  country  and  abnormal  weather 
conditions  one  had  to  face,  I  was  fortunate  in  meeting  Col.  Dew  and 
through  him  being  assisted  by  the  Political  Department. 

From  Mastung  I  proceeded  to  Nushki,  the  first  combined  office  of 
the  Division,  and  in  the  middle  of  summer  and  through  very  arid  country 
even  the  Railway  journey  was  trying.  The  following  morning  I  left 
for  Dalbandin,  the  then  terminus  of  the  Nushki  Extension  Railway  and 
arrived  there  late  at  night. 
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For  the  purpose  of   Postal  and   Telegraph  administration   during 
1917-1918  the  Seistan  Field  Force  Division  consisted  of  (1)  Chagai 
pict,  (2)  Mekran,  (3)  Provinces  of  Seistan  and  Kain   and    the   mad    lines 

both  Political  and   Postal  totalled  by  road  1,393  miles  and  by  Railway 

1  1  5  miles. 

To  give  one  an  idea  of  the  country  and  the  difficulties  the  Postal 
Officials  had  to  contend  with  in  reaching  their  destination  up  to  1(.»I(.>. 
before  the  Railway  was  extended  to  1  hizdab.  a  descripl  ion  of  I  he  country 
may  be  interesting. 

(1)  Chagai  district  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  desert  region 
pf  Afghanistan,  on  the  South  byKharanand  Bampasht,  on  the  East  by 
the  Sarlat  range,  and  on  the  West  by  Persia.   From   Dalbandin  to  Robat, 

situated  near  the  Afghan  and  Persian  borders,  the  distance  is  260  miles 

and  the  road  passes  through  sand  hills  up  to  Manii.  and  after  that   shale 

hills  are  encountered.  Owing  to  t  he  intense  heat  and  to  camels  bavin 
braze  during  the  day  one  could  only  march  during  the  night  which  was 
very  trying,  particularly  when  the  intense  heal  and  Persia's  notorious 
high  winds  prevented  one  from  resting  in  the  day.  When  the  traveller 
arrives  at  a  camping  place,  invariably  a  waterhole,  he  drinks  too  freely 
of  the  putrid,  salt  water  and  is  ill  after  it,  bu1  has  to  continue  the 
journey  and  push  on  with  the  convoy  till  he  arrives  at  Saindak,  a 
distance  of  190  miles  from  Dalbandin,  where  he  can  get  medical  aid. 
There  was  a  branch  mail  line  of  MM  miles  from  Saindak  to  Khwa-h.  one 
from  Nbk-Kundi  to  Sotagan  10  miles,  and  one  from  Koh-i-malik  Siah. 
on  the  Persian  border,  to  Dehanesh  Baghi,  a  distance  of  70  miles.  Near 
Dehaneh  Baghi  an  Afghan  arms  caravan  was  intercepted,  and  100 
rifles  and  20,000  rounds  of  ammunition  were  recovered. 

In  the  Chagai  District  there  were  the  following  offices:  Nushki 
Padgi,  Dalbandin.  Mnshkichah.  Marui.  Xok-Kundi.  Sohtagun,  Mirjawa 
Ladis,  Sangun,  Khwash.  Saindak.  Kacha,.  Robat,  Dehaneh  Baghi. 

(2)  Mekran,  the  maritine  division  of  the  Kalat  state  in  Baluchis- 
tan, is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Siahan  range,  on  the  South  by  the 
Arabian  Sea.  on  the  East  by  the  Jhalvan  country  and  part  of  Las  Bela, 

and  on  the  West  by  Persia,    In  Mekran  there  were  post  offices  at     Pasni, 

Ormara.  Turbat.  .Maud  and  Panjgur. 

(3)  The  Provinces  of  Seistan  and  Kam  (Easl  Persia)  extends 
from  Koh-i-malik  Siah  to  Kain.  a  distance  of  370  miles  and  there  were 
post  offices    at    Kohimaliksiah    (foreign  office    of  exchange)    Dehaneh 

Baghi,  Seistan  Klumik.  Shusp,  Birjand  and  Kam. 

During  1917-1918  the  Railway  terminus  was  at  Dalbandin.  and  our 
urthest  Post  Office  then  in  East  Persia  was  at   Birjand,  a  distance  of 
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atari?  600  miles.  A  postal  official  had  to  ride  or  tramp  every  mile  of  it  ; 
and  these  trying  and  al  time  risky  journeys  were  undertaken  very  cheer- 
fully, On  arrival  at  destination  the  post  office  was  immediately  opened. 
From  I  ).ill);m(lin  one  struck  some  very  trying  and  risky  marches  and  the 
ones  across  the  Borgar  plain,  Girdhi,  and  Bandan  deserte  wrere  the  worst. 
At  Tasuki,near  Girdhi,  a  sepoy  was  buried  in  a  sand  storm  and  lii-  body 
ls  not  recovered  till  after  three  days.  When  I  wss  constructing  .< 
telegraph  line  from  Girdhi  in  Barbarada  one  of  the  L /98th  [nfantry, 
who  were  attached  to  me.  was  lost  in  the  Girdhi  desert  and  was  never 
traced,  though  construction  was  stopped  tor  a  whole  day  and  search 

parties  were  sent  out.      A  few  days  after  tlii^.  a  man  was  shol  in  In-  tent 
while  asleep  by  a  man  across  the  Afghan  border,  and  the  murderer  was 
never  traced.    Unless  one  experienced  it.  tin-  statement  that  it  is  so  ea 
to  lose  one's  way  and  die  of  thirst  in  Eas1   Persia  may  appear  sweepii 
but  to  support  it  I  have  merely  to  mention  the   unfortunate    catastrophe 
that  met  a  company  of  the  Kapurthalas  near  Bandan.     They  losl    I  I 
men  within  12  hours,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  rendered  by 
the  Levies  in  scouring  the  country  and  bringing  men  in.  casualties  would 
have  been  much  heavier. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  Seistan  Field  Force  consisting  of  Military 
Railway,  and  Surveys  who  were  stationed  at  different  out-posts,  special 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  delivery  of  mails  and.  as  the  Railway 
advanced,  a  Railhead  Post  Office  was  opened  which  was  particularly 
useful  to  the  Labour  Corps  which  was  attached  to  the  Railway,  and  to 
the  Railway  officials. 

Owing  to  the  defection  of  the  Semecrehia  Cossacks  who  had  maintained 
a  Cordon  from  Rum  to  Askabad  the  British  line  had  to  be  extended 
northwards  and  on  the  12th  of  January  1918  the  designation  of  the 
Seistan  Field  Force  was  altered  to  the  East  Persian  Cordon  Field  Force, 
headquarters  moving  from  Kacha  to  Birjand.  More  troops  were  con- 
centrated at  Seistan.  This  necessitated  prompt  special  postal  arrangement 
which  had  to  be  provided  expeditiously  and,  as  it  would  have  taken 
some  time  to  procure  staff  from  India,  existing  offices  were  asked  to 
supply  staff  and  requirements  were  met,  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  our 
Postal  staff  worked  splendidly,  though  under  strength,  and  earned  the 
appreciation  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding. 

About  March  1918  the  Ladis,  Sangun,  and  Kwash  Field  Telegraph 
Offices  were  closed  and  converted  into  combined  offices  and  post 
clerks  assumed  charge.  Ladis  and  Sagun  Offices  were  subsequently 
closed,  but  Khwash  office,  to  date,  is  still  a  combined  office.  From  June 
1917  to  March  1918  inspection  of  all  post  offices  in  my  Division  was  com- 
pleted and  the  distance  ridden  and  walked  during  that  period,  exclusive 
of  rail  and  steamer  journeys,  totalled  over  2.000  miles,  in  all  my  travels 
in  East  Persia  during  1917-1918  Mohammad   Akbar  who  was  then    my 
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head  clerk  and  subsequently  my  Inspector  of  Tost.  Offices,  accompanied 
me  and  was  of  invaluable  assistance.  L  occasionally  found  him  Ear  from 
well  after  he  had  drank  too  freely  of  the  cold,  discoloured  and  salt  water 
which  one  could  not  resist  tackling  to  quench  the  insatiable  thirsl  after 
a  trying  march  through  the  desert.  Still  he  would  no1  give  in  but  plodded 
on.  It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  record  that  his  services  were 
appreciated  and  that  he  has  been  mentioned  in  Despatches. 

During  the  end  of  November  1918,  after  I  had  completed  all  inspections 
in  the  Ghagai  and  Seistan  Districts,  I  proceeded  towards  Mekranand  wai 
fortunate  in  again  meeting  at  Karachi.  Colonel  Dew  who  was  proceeding 
on  a  Political  visit  to  the  Mekran  coast.  We  sailed  in  the  "Patrick  Ste- 
wart,*''the  cable  boat  of  the  I.E.T.  Department.  Bu1  as  we  were  nearing 
Pasni  Colonel  Dew  was  indisposed  and  could  not  land  .  So  the  Political 
Agent  of  Panjgur  and  1  toured  through  Mekran  from  Pasni  righl  up  to 
Panjgur,  a  distance  of  L98  miles.  The  total  road  mileage  of  the  Mekran 
section  from  Kharan  to  Omara  was  541  miles  and  one  travelled  for  days 
on  camels  without  meeting  any  habitation,  and  halted  at  water  holes 
where  water  was  scarce  and  salt,  and  its  existence  at  several  stages  was 
doubtful.  While  I  travelled  with  the  Political  Agent  we  had  Btillsand  the 
benefit  of  distilled  water,  bul  on  my  return  journey,  when  I  wasalone 
and  had  to  tackle  the  water  as  1  found  it.  1  fully  realized  the  discomtorts 
our  staff  had  to  face  in  these  parts  and  how  cheerfully  they  did  their 
respective  duties. 

My  visit  to  Aland  was  rather    pathetic  as  Sub-Postmaster  Sikander 

Khan  stationed  at  Mand  was  down  with  Influenza  and  was  very  unsettled 
in  mind  owing  to  two  Political  Officers  being  recently  murdered  Dear  the 
post  office.  Although  he  had  a  guard  I  could  not  convince  him  of  his 
security  and  I  had  to  wire  for  relief,  but  before  it  arrived  and  before  1 
left  Mekran,  Sikander  Khan  died. 

About  this  time  the  submarine  scare  was  on  and  steamers  occasion- 
ally called  at  certain  ports  on  the  Mekran  coast.  Nobody  had  any  idea 
which  one  it  would  be  till  a  few  days  previous  to  its  arrival.  While  at 
Mand  I  received  intimation  that  a  steamer  was  touching  at  (Iwadar  and. 
as  I  had  very  limited  time.  1  had  to  travel  day  and  night  and 
just  got  in  when  the  steamer  arrived,  but  when  I  went  on  board 
I  was  disappointed  when  the  captain  of  the  steamer  informed  me 
that  he  could  not  take  uip  as  his  License  did  not  permit  it. 
As  I  disliked  returning  to  the  gloomy  dak  bunglow  at  Gwadar,  I 
boarded  a  dinghy  but  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  Arab  to  land  me 
at  Karachi,  and  the  tilth  of  the  boat  and  crew  [ait  me  off.  It  was  fortunate 
I  did  not  sail  in  the  dinghy  as  we  had  very  bad  weather  and.  when  I 
arrived  at  Pasni  where  1  proceeded  on  fool  t<>  catch  another  steamer,  I 
heard  that  the  dinghy  with  all   hands  on    board    was   lost    in    the    recent 
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storm.     Prom    Pa  ni  I  returned  to  Karachi  and  thence    to  Easl    P< 

^ 

about  i  he  end  of  January  I .  >  I  <s . 

The  British  line  during  March  L918  extended  to  Meshed,  a  distan< 
another  320  miles  from  Birjand,  and  detachments  from  the  L9th  Punjabis 
and28th  LightCavalry  proceeded  to  Transcaspia.  There  was  every  possi- 
bility of  post  offices  being  required  Further  north  khan  Meshed,  I  i 
therefore  at  the  suggesl  ion  of  the  ( General  Commanding  the  Force  relieved 
of  offices  outside  the  East  Persian  Cordon  and  consequently  on  L5th 
June  L918  I  banded  over  to  the  Superintendenl  of  the  Baluchistan 
Division  Post  Offices  up  to  Dalbandin   and  those  on  the  Mekran  coast. 

From  the  1st  of  June  L918  the  Director-General  appointed  m< 
Assistant  Director  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  East  Persian  Cordon,  and  in 
July  a  Military  Mission  under  Major-General  Malleson   wa  blished 

at  Meshed.     During  October  1918  the  Cordon  had  by  this  time  developed 

into  a  Line  of  Communication  under  General  Dickson  and  extended  from 
Juzzak  (Railhead)  to  Askabad,  a  distance  of  one  thousand  miles.  Postal 
work  was  daily  increasing,  and  about  this  period  the  camel  dak  services 
between  Juzzak  and  Robat  was  badly  disorganized  and  eventually 
stopped  running  owing  to  many  deaths  among  the  camel  sowars  from 
influenza.  The  Inspector-General  of  Communications  sanctioned  trans- 
port cars  being  utilized.  As  the  Inspector  of  Post  Offices,  my  only  super- 
vising assistant,  was  on  sick  leave,  I  accompanied  some  carts  and  at 
Makki,  a  stage  near  Robat,  found  our  mails  in  one  of  the  rooms  and  near 
the  mails  the  dead  body  of  a  camel  sow7ar  who  had  succumbed  to 
influenza.  The  camel  sowars  did  not  resume  duty  till  after  the  lapse  of 
over  a  month.  Between  Robat  and  Seistan  the  mails  were  carried 
by  the  Seistan  Levies  and  on  my  visit  to  Girdhi  I  found  many  of  the 
Seistan  Levies  down  with  influenza.  But  they  did  not  desert  their  posts 
and  continued  carrying  the  mails  up  to  Birjand.  Thanks  are  due  to  the 
Consul  and  Levy  Officers  and  men  for  the  excellent  work  done  by  the 
Seistan  Levies  during  the  epidemic  of  influenza.  Many  of  the  Postal 
staff  were  also  down  with  influenza  and  there  were  two  deaths  amongst 
them. 

The  Railway  reached  Duzdab  about  the  15th  of  February  1919  and 
the  mail  arrangements  wrere  as  follows: — The  mails  were  received  at 
Duzdab  by  rail  and  were  forwarded  daily  by  motor  lorries  to  Hurmuk. 
a  distance  of  37  miles.  Letter  mails  and  small  parcels  for  Transcaspia 
were  forwarded  from  Hurmuk  to  Shusp  by  motors  thrice  a  wTeek,  and  the 
distance  of  150  miles  was  covered  in  32  hours,  as  the  motors  halted  the 
night  at  Sofaidawa.  At  Shusp  the  mail  was  transferred  to  the  Seistan 
Levy  sowars  who  carried  it  to  Birjand,  a  distance  of  104  miles,  thrice  a 
week,  and  the  transit  was  44  hours.  From  Birjand  to  Turbat-i-Haidari.  250 
miles,  the  mails  were  carried  twice  a  week  by  the  Seistan  Levy  sowars 
and  the  41st  Cavalry,  and  the  transit  was  9  days.     At  Turbat  the  mails 
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were  transferred  to  the  Persian  Pos1  and  they  did  Turbat-MjMhed  83  miles 
in  two  days,  and  Meshed  to  Askabad  240  miles  in  5  days.  The  total 
transit  from  Railhead  to  Askabad  was  22  days. 

Parcel  mails  during  L919  were  carried  by  camel  convoys,  and  scheduled 
t(»do  Birjand  m  L5days,and  Meshed  in  H  da; 

As  the  Railway  was  >pened  to  Duzdab  the  old  trade  and  postal 
route  from  Juzzak  to  Ko-i-Malik-Siah  through  Kirtaka  was  closed,  and 
the  services  of  Levy  sowars,  paid  by  us,  were  dispensed  with.  A  Field 
Post  OfficeNo.  1:22  was  opened  a1  Askabad,  the  furthesl  point  our  troops 
reached,  on  L2th  February  L919,  and  was  closed  on  the  1st  April  L919. 
The  Sub-Postmaster  returned  with  the  troops  and  opened  at  Kuehan  on 
tli.'  LOth  of  April,  and  both  offices  were  under  clerk  Rahmatullah. 

From  1th  Augusl  L919  a  through  motor  marl  service  was  introduced 
between  Shusp  and  Meshed  via  Jumin,  and  transit  was  reduced  from  1< 
to  \'2  days. 

Throughout  L919  reinforcements  were  despatched  from  Endia, 
with  the  different  labour  corps  and  Pioneer*  scattered  over  a  stretch 
of  one  thousand  miles  and  the  troops  at  Meshed  being  approximately 
one  mixed  Brigade,  special  arrangements  were  required  and  the  Postal 
stafE  in  the  Base  Office,  the  L 3  Field  Post  Offices,  and  L 4  Telegraph  Offices 
were  kepi  busy.  Upto  July  L920  mails  continued  to  be  carried  by 
motors  :  hut  as  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Meshed  Force  and  Line 
of  Communication  were  received  and  as  motors  were  required  for  other 
duties,  the  mails  were  carried  by  the  Levies  who  did  Duzdab  to  Meshed 
in  1 1  davs.  as  againsl  L2  days  taken  by  motors.  The  motors  did  70  miles 
a  dav  and  halted  while  the  Levies  travelled  day  and  night  averaging  3 
miles  an  hour. 

Mails  are  being  despatched  lor  Kernian  and  Yezd  from  Duzdab  V  a 
Baghi;  where  they  are  transferred  by  our  Office  of  Exchange  to  the 
Persian  Post  Office. 

During  the  withdrawal  and  a  few  days  previous  to  columns  and  final 
garrisons  leaving  their  stations,  orders  were  issued  to  the  Base  Office  to 
prepare  special  bags  addressed  to  the  respective  Commandants,  and  in- 
termediate offices  were  instructed  to  effect  delivery.  These  special 
bags  were  sent  outside  by  the  first  reliable  and  available  transport  and 
were  delivered  to  columns  wherever  they  happened  to  be.  When 
practicable  a  Sub-Postmaster  accompanied  the  column. 

The  Base  Office  at  Duzdab  was  always  under  canvas  and  the  Postal 
Staff  had  to  put  up  with  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience.  But  the  men, 
realizing  that  they  were  on  Field  Service,  carried  on  uncomplainingly. 
It  gives  me    the  greatest  pleasure  to  record  the  ready  assistance  I  had 
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lioin  ill.-  Postal  staff  for  nearly  lour  years.  Tin*  exceedingly  few  com- 
plaints I  received  from  the  members  of  the  Line  of  Communication  and 
Uk-  appreciation  expressed  by  five  successive  Inspectors-General  testify 
i<>  the  good  work  the  Postal  staff  has  done  to  keep  up  tin-  prestige  of 
the  Indian  Postal  Department.  Postmaster  Nur  Khan  has  been  granted 
the  title  of  Khan  Bahadur  and  clerk  Mohammad  AJdbar  has  been 
mentioned  in  despatches;  and  I  hope  thai  when  the  final  despatches 
of  the  Line  of  Communication,  Easl  Persia,  are  published,  a  fern  more 
of  the  stall'  who  worked  so  well  will  not  be  forgotten. 


I  take  tins  opportunity  of  mentioning  thai  in  every  instance  where 
Postal  and  Telegraph  Services  were  concerned  very  material  and  ready 
assistance  was  always  afforded  me  by  the  Head-quarters  Btaff  and  Ad- 
ministrative Commandants  of  the  various  Posts  which  I  had  to  fre- 
quently visit,  having  no  assistant  who  could  have  been  deputed,  and  I 
thank  the  staff  for  the  same. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Director-General  lot  the  strong  and 
ready  support  I  have  always  received  from  him. 
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CHAPTER    X  V  I  I  I  . 

EAST  AFRICA 

I.  E.  F.  "B.' 
By 

Lieut.-Gol-  K.  A.  Applebv,  OBK  , 
Director  of  Postal  Services. 

EAST  AFRICAN  CAMPAIGN. 

Part  I. 

INSTRUCTIONS    reached    me   on    the   27th    September  1914  and    I 
proceeded     to     mobilise      the      Postal     stall'     for      '  I.  E.  F.  B. 
No  time  was   lost    m   doing  so  and    I   embarked    with    my   Btaff 
on  the  9th  October  1914.  our  boat    Bailing    for    Eas1     Africa    on   the 
lu'tli  of  thai  month  bound  for  Tanga. 

General  Aitkins  was  in  charge  of  the  field  operations  m  this  region. 
Reaching  Tanga  on  the  2nd  November  L914,  I  was  anxious  to  land  at  the 
tirst  opportunity  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  German  Posl  ( mice  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  received  from  the  G.  0.  C.  Asevere 
action  was  then  in  progress  and  we  had  a  taste  of  heavy  fire  under  which 
we  came  while  in  our  boats  in  t  he  harbour.  The  old  "Lysang"  receiving 
two  shells  which  killed  17  mules  and  three  of  the  ship's  crew.  The  action 
going  against  us.  we  had  therefore  to  abandon  the  idea.  I  therefore  had 
no  opportunity  to  land. 

All  vessels  had  to  leave  on  the  afternoon  of  .3th  November  L91  1 
for  Kilindini  which  was  reached  on  the  7th.  Disembarking  on  the  i:>th. 
we  opened  the  Base  Office  at  that  place  on  the  14th  and  received  our 
first  mails  on  the  16th. 

We  were  called  upon  to  serve  the  amalgamated  '"  B  and  "  C 
Forces  in  addition  to  the  King's  African  Rifles  and  British  African 
Protectorate  Forces.  Meanwhile  large  contingents  arrived  from  England 
and  South  Africa  which,  too.  came  within  the  scope  ol  our  service. 
Properly  speaking  we  had  to  deal  with  the  postal  work  in  resped  of  the 
whole  Fast  African  Force  which  necessitated  considerable  reinforcements 
from  India  to  meet  the  increased  demand  for  more  Mali  both  for  the 
Base  Office  at  Kilindini  and  the  numerous  Field  Post  <  Offices  which  had  to 
be  opened  to  serve  units.  The  Base  Office  at  Kilindini  continued  to 
supply  the  wants  of  all  the  forces  operating  in  these  regions  upto  May 
1917. 

In  January  L916,  a  draft  of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  three 

men  of  the    Royal  Engineers   (Postal    Section)   arrived.      They    were   at- 
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tached  to  our  contingent  Eox  duty.     In  February  of  \he  Bame  year  a 

detachment  of  the  South  African  Postal  Corps  consisting  of  9  men 
subsequently  reinforced  in  May,  by  three  officers  and  20  men  was  also 
detailed  for  duty  with  ns  to  deal  with  mails  and  gifts  tor  the  South 
African  troops.  These  units  proved  very  useful,  especially  the  South 
African  section.  Mr.  J.  Wilson.  Postmaster-General  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  gave  every  assistance  and  rendered  timely  help  as  occasions  arose. 

On  the  1st  June  1917  we  established  the  Rase  <  Mlice  at  Dar-es-salam 
and  immediately  arranged  for  the  opening  of  Field  Pos1  Offices  at  various 
points,  from  the  coast  to  Lake  Victoria.  Xvanza  and  Uganda,  a  line  ex- 
tending over  several  hundreds  of  miles  principally  at  Voi,  Nairobi  and 
Kisumu.     This  was  our  first  stage  of  field  operation-  in  this  country. 

With  successful  operations  and  as  our  troops  advanced  into  German 
East  Africa,  arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  establishing  and  maintain- 
ing postal  communications  over  a  number  of  extensive  lines,  reaching 
various  fronts  far  off  the  Railhead.  In  some  cases  our  out  post  Field  Post 
Offices  were  several  hundred  miles  away. 

The  following  were  the  chief  lines  over  and  in  respect  of  which  Field 
Post  Office  work  had  to  be  carried  on  : — 

(a)  From  Kajiado  Railhead  (British  Fast  Africa)  through  Bissil 
and  Longido  right  round  Kilimanjaro  to  New   Moshi. 

(b)  From  Kisumu  Railhead  (British  East  Africa)  across  Vic 
torial  Xvanza  to  Bukoba  and  Mwanza,  thence  across  countr 
to  Tabora  on  the  German  Central  Railway. 

(c)  From  Korogwe  Railhead  (German  East  Africa)  via  Bandenj 
to  Morogoro  (Central  Railway).     170  miles. 

(d)  From  Dodoma  (Central  Railway)  south  to  Sadulas  and  [ranga 
from  where  Postal  communication  had  to  be  established 
right  through  to  Lake  Xvanza.  to  form  a  link  with  General 
Northev's  force  from  Rhodesia. 

(c)     From  Mikessi  (Central  Railway)  south  via  Rnwu  and  Dathumi 

to  the  Rufigi. 
(/)     From  Kilwa  via  Mgerigeri  and  Nahungu  to  Xdunda. 
((j)     From  Lindi  (Inland  with  Lindi  column)  via   Ma»a>-i   to   the 

Rowome  river. 

Considerable  trouble  and  many  difficulties  were  experienced  in 
maintaining  communications:  where  possible,  motor  cars  were  used. 
Over  long  distances  motor  c  irs  could  not  be  used  due  to  the  unfitness 
roads  and  the  only  means  of  conveyance  of  mails  was  to  employ  native 
coolies.  Most  of  these  roads  are  bad  during  tin1  "  dry  seasons  "  and 
during  the  rains.  Large  portions  of  them  are  jusl  swamps.  In 
one  instance,   during  the  rainy  season,   native  porters    had     to    wade 
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i  hrough  water  chest-high  wit  li  loads  on  I  heir  beads  and  as  one  was  i  arried 
away  by  a  crocodile  and  another  badly  mauled.  Askarie  had  to  escort 
them  with  loaded  guns  and  every  now  and  then  fire  to  keep  of}'  the  croco 
diles.  At  t  lines  during  these  operations  when  our  forces  were  engaged, 
at  I  or  5  minor  ports  we  bad  to  establish  Advance  Base*  Tie-  steamer 
service  was  most  irregular.  Steamers  were  principally  used  for  mili- 
tary requirements  and  they  often  failed  to  call  al  ports  for  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  and  mails  consequently  suffered  delay  which  could  not 
he  avoided. 

It  will  be  readily  admitted  th.it  to  maintain  a  regular  service  bet- 
ween  units  operating  in  a  vast  country  is  a  most  difficult  task,  but  our 
work  would  have  been  much  better  performed  had  Officers  Commanding 
units  and  regiments  recognised  their  responsibility  in  respect  of  supplying 
information  and  nominal  rolls  on  arrival  and  departure  of  units  under 
them.  Information  obtained  regarding  admission  to  Hospitals  and 
Hospital  ships  were  scanty.  All  this  not  having  been  done,  the  omission 
was  the  cause  of  some  dissatisfaction  especially  in  the  early  part  of  Hi  1 7 
for  which  the  Army  Postal  Service  is  not  responsible.  The  objecl  in 
mentioning  these  details  is  to  show  what  our  difficulties  were.  Malaria 
and  dysentery  among  our  staff  added  to  some  of  our  difficulties  which 
had  to  be  surmounted  and  our  men  stood  the  test  bravely  and  carried 
on  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  In  one  instance 
parcel  mails  for  the  2nd  Division  operating  on  the  Moshi  Kondowa-Iranga 
Road  were  subjected  to  serious  detention  at  the  Moshi  Railhead  in  the 
middle  of  1916  for  want  of  adequate  means  of  transport  in  consequence 
of  the  inability  on  the  part  of  the  Military  authorities  to  supply  it.  It 
was  with  some  difficulty  that  these  accumulated  mails  were  gradually 
cleared.  The  extremely  bad  condition  of  roads  would  not  allow  motor 
cars  to  do  more  than  an  average  of  about  8  or  10  miles  per  hour. 

In  addition  to  the  '  Cross  country  '"  routes  enumerated  above, 
postal  communications  were  maintained  on  the  Military  Railway  from  Voi 
to  Tanga  a  distance  of  300  miles  and  on  the  Central  Railway  from  Dar- 
es-Salam  to  Tabora,  a  distance  of  600  miles.  It  may  be  added  that  at  one 
time  as  many  as  10  Field  Post  Offices  were  required  to  serve  the  line  from 
Voi  to  Tanga.  In  addition  to  Field  Post  Offices  maintained  with  the 
advancing  columns  Field  Post  Offices  and  mail  agencies  had  to  be  estab- 
lished at  the  following  places  : — 

Kilindini 

Voi  ... 

Nairobi  . .  . .  ^British  East  Africa-Uganda  Railwa1 

Kisumu  . .  . .  J 

Jasin  . .         . .  1  British  East  Africa. 

Msambweni  . .  i 
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Sabga  J'.i  ■   . .         . . "") 
Simba  .  . 

Karungu 

Bura 
Maktau 

Mhyimi 
Taveta 

Kalie 

New  Moshi 

German  Bridge 

Mombo 

Mauri 

Korogwe 

Muhesa 

Tanga  .  .  . . J 

Dar-es-Salam 

Morogoro     .  . 

Mikessi 

Kilossa 

Dodoma 

Itigi 

Saranda 

Tabora 

Ngeri  Ngeri 

Himo  River  .  .""] 

Old  Moshi   . . 

Amani 

Baga  Mayo 

Wilhemstal 

Mohoro 

Handeni 

Ufiome         . .  .  .^j 

Lai  Kissale 

Kondoa  Irangi       .  .J 

Karungu      . .  .  .  ^ 

Bukoba        . .  . .  I 

Mwanza 

Ukerewe      .  .  .  .  J 

Lindi         -  . .  . ."] 

Mingayo 

Mtama 

Mtua 

Boma 

Ndunda       . .  . .  | 

Massassi       , .  .  .  J 


I        Mll'l.l. 


>British  Eas1  Africa-Voi-Tanga  Railway 

j 
i 


>GermaD  East  Africa-Voi-Tanga  Railway. 


^German  East  Africa  Central  Railway. 


^German  East  Africa. 


Korogwe-Morogoro  Road. 
J^New  Moshi-Dodoma  Road. 


y  On  Lake  Victoria- Nyanza. 


y  Lindi  Column. 
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Kisiwaui 

Kilwa 

Kirongo 

Mgerigeri 

Muasi 

Mtandawala 

Mssindye     . . 
Nrangombe 

Nahungu 

Beaumonts  Post     .  . 

Mitoli 

Chimera 

Kibata 

LJtegere 

Mangonachi 

Mnero 

Ruponda 
Kwatama    .  . 

Mikessi 

Ruwu 

Dathuini 

Rufigi 

Summit 

Mpangas 

Sadulas 

liiuga 

Boma  Mzinga 

> Kilwa  Column. 


Mikessi-Rufigi  Line. 


1 

>Dodoma-Iringa  Road  connect  ing  with 

J       Lake  Nyassa. 


It  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  the  Administration  in  charge 
of  the  "  Pacified  Area  ?'  was  unable  for  want  of  stall*  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Military  doing  garrison  duty  and  of  tin'  civil  population,  in  regard 
to  postal  work.  At  the  request  of  the  authorities  our  field  posl 
offices  had  to  undertake  the  work  which  resulted  in  an  appreciable 
savings  to  Government  in  the  shape  of  establishmenl  and  maintenance 
charges. 

Manx-  members  of  the  F.P.O.  had  the  thrilling  experience  of  being 
under  shell-fire  with  the  Brigades  to  which  they  were  attached  at  such 
places  as  Messia.  Duthumi,  Mungoyo.  On  various  occasions  they  *rere 
catted  on  to  man  the  trenches* 

Between  Mitoli  and  Kirongo  our  convoy  was  attacked.     Two  mail 
bags  were  taken  away  but  the  enemy  subsequently    returned  private 
correspondence  and  retained  only  newspapers  and  official  correspondent 
At  Kahe  junction  the  train  was  held  up  and  mail  bags  carried  away. 
Official  papers  and  part  of  the  mails  were  burnt. 

18 
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The  following  members  of  our  staff    succumbed  owing  to  Hi  < 
contracted  while  on  field  service  m  Eas1  Africa  : — 
Mr.  \.li;il  Chand. 
„     \\ .  Sutherland, 
},    Jan.  Molici. 
B.  Gurditta  Mall. 
Raushan  Din. 
Ghaman  Singh. 
Dina   Bulaki. 

The  staff  was  under  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  who 
generously  undertook  to  collect  and  send  us  much  appreciated  comforts 
which  were  practically  unobtainable  there,  the  staff  heartily  enjoyed  and 
appreciated  them.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Mrs.  Sharpe  who  took  up 
the  work  after  Mrs.  Harrison  had  left  India. 

The  success  with  which  the  P.O.  work  was  performed  by  every  mem- 
ber of  our  staff  under  very  trying  circumstances  could  not  have  been 
achieved  if  Military  officers  had  not  rendered,  at  all  times,  cordial  assis- 
tance. In  this  respect,  the  names  of  Major-General  Ewart,  Col.  Dobbs 
and  Turner  will  ever  be  gratefully  remembered. 


Statistics  oftvork  and  revenue  from  October  1914,  to  2\st  Dec.  1917. 

Receipt .  Despatch . 


Unregd.  correspondence 

. .       18,349,330 

8,092,226 

Regd.  letters  and  packets     . . 

1,39,841 

60,651 

Unregd.  parcels 

1,61,162 

50,119 

Regd.  parcels 

84,092 

31,188 

Money  orders  booked 

75.677 

.... 

Amounts  realised  inclusive  of  commission 
Sale  of  postage  stamps 


Rs.  44.01,516     0     7 
51,760     0     0 


In  addition  to  my  name,  the  following  officers  were  singled  out  by 
the  G.O.C.  and  mentioned  for  meritorious  service  in  his  despatch  on  the 
operations  in  East  Africa  : — 

Indian  Postal  Service. 


Mr.  T.  J.  Daintith. 
C.  L.  Fox. 
N.  M.  Buckner. 
J.  P.  Johnson. 
M.  D.  Murtrie. 
H.  P.  Roberts. 
P.  E.  Donavan. 


Mr.     A.S.  Pussey. 

„  H.  Galvin. 

,,  A.  Paul. 

,,  Fakir  Hussain. 

„  Bishen  Dass. 

„  Bulhari  Lai 

,,  Muzaffar  Ahmed. 


Mr.    Abdul  Karim. 
,.     Bindra  Ban. 
,,     J.  Gossain. 
,,     Shah  Ghafur. 
,,     Adbul  Aziz. 
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South  African  Postal  ( 'orps. 


Royal  Engineer 

Postal  ( '/)/■/)*. 

Lt.  J.  Rowden. 
b.  R.  Wood. 


Capt.  H.  Frew. 
Lt.  Robinson. 
Lt.  A.  Watts. 
Segt.  A.C.  Stanley. 

Where  every  member  served  loyally  and  with  zeal  under  trying 
circumstances  it  is  perhaps  invidious  bo  select  some  for  special  recom- 
mendation, but  it  would  have  been  wrong  not  to  mention  those  who 
shewed  extra  zeal  and  energy  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.     For 

this  reason  I  had  to  include  t  he  following  names  in  my  report  to  t  he  G.O.C. 


South  African  Postal  ( 'orps. 

Capt.  H.  Frew. 
Lt.  F.  Robinson. 

„    J.  Watt. 

.,    A.  Colenso. 
Segt.  A.  C.  Stanley. 

,,      L.  J.  Alen. 

„       E.  Jones. 

„       Mathews. 

.,    W.  H.  Jamieson. 
Corporal  L.   Phipson. 


Royal  Engineer  Postal  Corps. 

Lt.  J.  R.  Rowdem  R.E. 
Segt.     R.    Wood.    R.E. 

„      J.     Clyde.     R.E. 
Corpora!    Bates,      U.E. 


Mr.  T.  J.   Daintith. 
..     C.  L.  Fox. 
,,     Pascoe. 
..     G.  W.  Harrer. 

J.  P.  Johnson. 
..     M.  I).  Murtrie. 
..     A.  S.  Pussey. 
„     H.V.Roberts. 
,,    M.  R.  Lalkaka. 

A.  P.  Crasto. 
„     W.  Highland. 
,,     J.  R.  Word  on. 


Indian  Postal  Corps. 

.Mr.    Fakir  I [ussain. 
„     Bishen  Das. 
„      R.  K.  Gossain. 
„      Muzaliar  Ahmad. 

Bulhari  Lai. 
„      Shah  Ghafur  Khan. 
„      Kotoo  Ram. 
„     Ganapatty. 
,,     Gurdas  Singh. 

Belasare. 
„      Brinda  Ban. 

Abdul  Karim. 


PART  II. 

The  account  narrated  in  this  part  refers  to  the  period  from  1st  Janu- 
ary 1918  to  31st  December  1918.  I  was  in  charged  of  t  he  Field  Post  Office 
in  this  country  as  well  as  in  the  Portuguese  East  Africa  up  to  the  20th 
October  1918,  after  which  date  Captain  Daintith,  M.C.,  controlled  the 
arrangements.  Before  touching  upon  other  details  1  think  it  necessary 
to  mension  that  the  facilities  offered  during  this  period  by  the  Base  Post 


Rs. 

25,431 

27,79,523  5  2 

1,07,470 

Rs. 

33,222 

24,575-6-6 

7,20,000 
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Office  .H  Dai  e  alam  and  various  lines  of  communications  and  field 
post  offices  established  a1  important  I  rade  centres  on  >  In-  coi  Kilwa. 

Lindi  Kiloosa,  Morogoro,  Dodoma  and  Tabora  on  the  Central  Railway 
were  taken  the  fullest  advantage  of  by  the  Civilians  Military  and  by 
traders.  The  field  post  offices  in  this  country  thus  proved  to  be  a  mosl 
valuable  commercial  asset.  Soldiers  on  Field  service  were  allowed  the 
privilege  of  free  postage  and  bheamounl  of  busines  acted  with  the 

civil  population  could  be  readily  understood  by  a  glance  al  the  following 
figures  : — 


Money  orders  issued 
Amount  realized 
Regd.  letters  handled 

Parcel  mail  articles 
Sale  of  postage  stamps 
Ordinary  mail  matters  posted 

The  strength  of  Indian  Field  Post  Offices  including  Head  Quarters 
staff  as  it  stood  on  the  1st  January  1918  was  : — 

5  British  Officers. 

5  Inspectors  of  Field  Post  Offices. 

85  Field  postmasters  and  clerks. 

48  Followers. 

The  R.E.  Postal  service  and  South  African  corps  officers  and  men 
who  are  placed  under  my  charge  were: — 

4  British  Officers. 
25  Rank  and  File. 

The  casualties  were  fortunately  small,  but  this  unit  unhappily  lost  a 
very  popular  and  energetic  officer,  Capt.  Watts,  of  the  South  African 
Postal  Corps  who  was  reported  "  missing  '  on  the  22nd  December  1918 
and  of  whom  no  trace  could  be  found.  During  the  Influenza  epidemic  the 
Indian  Postal  Section  had  to  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  two 
clerks  and  three  followers,  good  men  whose  work  and  conduct  were 
exemplary.  About  this  period  the  epidemic  was  severe  and  our  men 
suffered  much,  the  extenuating  feature  being  that  field  post  offices  were 
in  the  process  of  being  closed  down  and  that  the  staff  shortage  on  that 
account  did  not  much  interfere  with  the  work. 

During  the  rains  our  men  suffered  most  from  dysentry  and  malaria. 
In  spite  of  these  and  other  disabilities  attendant  on  constant  movement 
under  unfavourable  conditions  our  service  was,  as  a  whole,  satisfactory. 
The  number  of  complaints  was  small  and  none  of  a  serious  nature.  Units 
in  this  area  had  no  complaint.     Individual  complaints  received,    in  the 
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majority  of  cases  shewed  thai  fchey  were  due  to  the  absence, of  instructions 
being  given  to  the  Field  Posl  Offices  by  individuals.  In  certain 
cases  il    was   found    that    posl    orderlies   were  inattentive,  as  article-  were 

received  back  without  any  indication  as  to  the  addn  whereabou 

When  this  class  of  men  began  to  understand  their  duties  matters  consider- 
ably-improved. As,  dining  the  earlier  operations  in  this  pari  of  the 
country  it  was  not  possible  to  establish  mail  agencies  al  all  dumping 
points,  a  few  cases  occurred  m  which  mail  bags  were  tampered  with,  bul 
with  the  increase  of  1  ran  sport  such  incidents  ceased.  Column  Command* 
occasionally  left  field  post  offices  behind  when  moving  forward,  a- they 
said  they  had  not  got  adequate  transport,  with  the  inevitable  result  tint 
mails  accumulated  to  the  detriment  of  the  service.  When  this  difficulty 
was  realized  by  them,  column  held  posl  offices  were  ordered  to  accompany 

them. 

During  this  year  the  operations  in  Portuguese  Eas1  Africa  developed 
and  our  first  advance  Base  Post  Office  to  seise  Pamforce  was  opened  at 
Port  Amelia  on  the  29th  December  1917.  With  t  he  advance  of  our  I  roops 
L  of  C  field  post  offices  were  opened  in  addition  to  those  attached  to 
advancing  columns.  By  the  third  week  of  June  L918,6field  post  offices  and 
three  mail  agencies  had  to  be  established  in  the  Tort  Amelia  Area.  The  line 
was  extensive  and  our  advance  field  post  office  at  the  furthest  point 
was  over  200  miles  away  from  the  Base.  Port  Amelia.  Mails  were  con- 
veyed by  road  with  the  exception  of  6  miles  from  Porl  Amelia  to  Bhandari 
across  Pomba  Hay  by  means  of  dhows.  Dining  the  rains,  owing  to 
tin1  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  mails  had  to  be  conveyed  by  porters 
from  Bhandari  and  thence  by  motor  cars.  As  bood  as  the  ranis  ceased 
with  the  roads  considerably  improved  and  cars  ran  forward  from 
Bhandari,    quickening  transit. 

On  the  19th  April  1918  four  mail  bags  were  lost  through  enemy 
action  in  this  area.  These  bags  contained,  in  addition  to  ordinary  mail 
matter  a  few  registered  articles  and  they  were  never  recovered. 

This  area  is  notoriously  infested  with  the  Tsetse  fly  bul  our  staff 
did  not  suffer  much  and  their  health  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

In  June  1918,  our  troops  moved  south  into  the  Mozambique  area, 
where  six  field  post  offices  were  opened  in  addition  to  two  field  post  offices 
which  accompanied  the  advancing  column  across  the  Lurio  river  under 
conditions  synchronising  with  those  in  the  Port  Amelia  Area.  The  total 
length  of  the  line  from  Lembo  where  an  advance  1  Base  office  was  estab- 
lished to  the  furthest  point  at  which  a  field  post  office  was.  situated  was 
178  miles,  35  of  which  were  by  rail.  With  the  advance  of  our  troops 
further  south  a  field  post  office  was  opened  at  Quelimane  and  it 
remained- our  most  southerly  office  to  tin-  <  Operations. 

The  mail  office  established  at  Kilindini  consequent  to  the  closuri 
the  Base  Office  had  to  be  close  1  on  the  : i  1  > t  December  L918.     During  the 


26 ! 

period  i1  remained  open  it  performed  useful  work  in  connection  with  t h<* 
transhipment  of  mails  from  ships  calling  from  India  and  in  the  delivery 
of  military  mad  mailer  for  the  Civil  posl  office,  Mombassa,  At,  tin-  stage 
14  field  posl  offices  vrere  opened  in  the  territory  formerly  known  as 
German  Bast  Africa.  There  were  at  Tanga,  Kilwa  and  in  the  Hindi  and 
Central  Railway  sections  and  served  the  troops  in  garrison.  As  they  wrere 
stationary  offices  greater  facilities  were  afforded  in  the  w&y  of  tin-  accept- 
ance of  money  orders,  registered  letter  and  parcel  mails. 

The  Field  Post  Office  at  Tanga  was  replaced  by  a  civil  post  office 
on  the  10th  April  1918.  This  town  being  the  Headquarters  of  the  Terri- 
tory known  as  "Conquered  Territory  "  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  oivil  administrator.  This  was  the  only  area  which  the  Civil  Post 
Office  endeavoured  to  serve,  but  in  the  words  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Posts  and  Telegraphs,  it  could  not  do  so  efficiently  due  to  lack  of  staff. 

On  the  11th  November  1918  it  was  decided  that  the  field  posl 
office  at  Tabora  should  be  closed  as  troops  had  been  withdrawn.  A  civil 
post  office  was  established  but  it  did  not  perform  money  order  and  regis- 
tration work.  The  Political  Department  served  the  civil  authorities  as 
delivery  and  despatch  agents. 

The  question  of  opening  at  Durban  an  Army  Post  Office  officered 
and  staffed  by  the  S.A.  Postal  Corps  was  discussed  in  September  1917. 
but  no  definite  steps  could  be  taken  owing  to  movements  of  troops  and 
it  was  only  in  April  1918  that  an  Army  Post  Office  was  opened  at  this 
place  with  a  permanent  staff  of  one  officer  of  S.A.  Postal  Corps  and 
4  British  ranks  of  the  same  corps.  This  office  dealt  with  mails  from 
England  and  articles  of  all  classes  posted  in  South  Africa  addressed  to  the 
members  of  this  Force  as  troops  were  at  this  time  operating  in  Portuguese 
East  Africa.  The  Durban  Post  Office  exchanged  direct  mail  bags  with 
the  advanced  Base  Offices  at  Mozambique,  Port  Amelia  and  Lindi.  Prior 
to  10th  May  1918  all  mails  came  via  Dar-es-salam,  and  on  occasions,  when 
shipping  was  not  available  from  Dar-es-salam,  inevitable  delays  occurred. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  work  performed  by  the  Durban  Post  Office 
was  much  appreciated  by  troops  in  the  Portuguese  East  Area.  The  oppor- 
tunity was  also  utilised  by  taking  advantage  of  the  land  route  from 
Durban  via  the  Germiston  station,  the  Transvaal  and  Lorenzo  Marques 
and  thence  by  the  Portuguese  Coastal  service  to  Mozambique  and  Port 
Amelia.  Atogether  4,516  mail  and  2,070  parcel  bags  were  handled  at  the 
Durban  Post  Office.  An  opportune  assistance,  which  was  most 
appreciated,  came  when  the  Home  Depot  commenced  closing  unit  bags 
which  were  not  opened  at  the  Durban  Post  Office. 

Our  relations  with  the  Belgian  and  Portuguese  authorities  remained 
cordial  throughout.  It  was  an  admirable  illustration  of  the  "  Give  and 
Take  Policy  " 
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The  most  gratifying  feature  is  that  all  the  rank  and  file  did  their  besl 
in  rendering  their  quota  in  a  loyal  spirit  to  a  successful  campaign,  happily 
concluded  to  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  Blighty  Empire.  The  Director- 
General,  Posts  and  Telegraphs  in  India,  <>u  whom  rested  the  whole  respon- 
sibility, always  generously  and  without  demur  helped  us  in  all  our  under- 
takings and  lost  no  time  in  complying  with  our  demands.  H<"  has  thus 
laid  every  one  of  us  under  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  him. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Aden  by  the  late  Captain  M    A.  P.  Sullivan,  MB.E. 
//.  port  on  Field  Post  Offices  with  the  Aden  Expeditionary  Fora 

IN  consequence  of  numerous  outrages  on  ships  using  the  Aden  port, 
it  was  annexed  by  Great  Britain  in  L839  being  the  firsl  addition 
to  the  Empire  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  Between  Aden 
peninsular  and  Lahej,  17  miles  from  Aden,  an-]  the  centre  of  activil 
during  the  operations  a  road  passes  through  a  level  arid  country 
partly  scrub  covered,  partly  sand  and  partly  bare  rock.  The  desert 
country,  added  to  the  inadequate  supply  of  water  and  the  great  heat,  made 
service  very  trying. 

The  Aden  protectorate  is  politically  a  dependency  of  Bombay.  The 
town,  of  Aden  lies  on  the  southern  coast  of  Arabia,  one  hundred  miles  east 
of  the  Red  sea  and  its  value  as  a  port  of  call  on  the  Suez  Canal  route  to 
and  from  India  needs  no  emphasis.  The  protectorate  covers  a  very  wide 
area.  Indeed  the  chief  of  Hedramut  and  of  the  whole  coast  of  Southern 
Arabia  are  in  subordinate  treaty  relations  with  the  Government  of  India. 
In  the  North  West  the  Protectorate  adjoins  the  Turkish  province  of 
Yemen,  the  frontier  between  British  and  Turkish  territories. 

On  the  outbreak  of  war  with  Turkey  intimation  was  received  that 
the  enemy  were  in  some  strength  in  the  Sheikh  Said  peninsular  and  were 
reparing  a  force  to  invade  the  Aden  Protectorate.  Accordingly  on  Nov- 
ember 3rd,  1914,  orders  were  issued  to  capture  Sheikh  Said  and  the 
capture  was  effected  on  the  10th.  On  July  3rd,  1915,  the  Turkish 
General  Ali  Syed  Pasha  moved  his  troops  from  the  Yemen  border 
across  tne  mountains  to  Lahej  distant  about  17  miles  from  Aden. 

Pending  the  arrival  of  the  Field  Post  Office  force  from  India,  the 
work  was  conducted  by  the  Civil  Post  Office  at  Aden.  The  Field  Post 
Office  staff  arrived  at  Aden  on  the  1st  of  October  1915  when  a  Base  Office 
was  opened  at  Aden  and  a  Field  Office  at  Aden  Camp.  The  Postmaster 
of  Aden  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Field  Post  force  and  conducted  the 
joint  duties  of  A.D.P.S.  and  P.  M.,  Aden. 

On  the  cessation  of  hostilities  with  the  Turks  on  the  11th  November 
1918  the  following  F.P.Os.  were  in  existence  : — 

Base  Office,  Aden. 

Field  Post  Office  No.  324  Sheikh  Othman. 

„        ,,         ,,         ,,    323  Aden  Camp. 
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Field  Post  office  No.    330  Lahej. 

,,  .,  ,,     392    Klior   .Makhsai. 

„    330  Hubil 

„  ,,  ..  ,,     1(H)    Kamaran      Nland    of 

..    Perim,   [sland  of 
The  staff  of  the  various  field  offices  (excepi  the  Base  Office  at    Lden) 
often  came  under  fire,  bu1  no  casualties  weir  sustained. 

Mails  were  received  from  and  despatched  to  Europe,  India.  Airii 
Egypt  and  Mesopotamia  by  P.  and  ( ).  steamer.-.  Hired  Transports  and 
occasionally  by  French  and  Italian  Steamers.  The  Dumber  of  mail  baj 
received,  excluding  local  mails,  was  1,204  of  which  '1  is  were  from  Europe, 
192  from  India  and  the  remainder  From  Berbera,  Abyssinia,  Massava, 
Africa,  Perim.  Kamaran,  etc.,  averaging  aboul  five  mail  bags  a  week. 
The  number  of  mails  despatched,  excluding  local  mails  was  1,264  of  which 
208  were  for  Europe,  248  for  India  and  the  remainder  for  Berbera, 
Abyssinia.  Massava,  Africa,  Perim,  Kamaran,  Dijibouti,  etc.,  averaging 
about  six  mails  a  week. 

The  total  number  of  parcels  received  was  1  1,826.  Of  this  number  96 
per  cent,  were  delivered  to  addressees,  3  per  cent,  were  redirected  and  1 
per  cent,  were  received  with  addresses  not  decipherable  and  were  returned 
to  the  Dead  Letter  Office.     The  number  of  parcels  despatched  was  1-3,1  18. 

The  total  number  of  registered  letters  received  was  14,016.  Of  this 
.number  99  per  cent,  were  delivered  and  I  percent,  redirected.  The  num- 
ber of  registered  letters  despatched  was  24,428. 

The  number  of  money  orders  issued  was  63,712  and  the  number  <»l  Honbt  Ordbbs. 
returned  money  orders  received  was   1,852.     Of  the  latter  92  per  cent, 
were  delivered  and  8  per  cent,  redirected. 

The  aggregate  total  numbers  of  letters  and  packets  received  during  m  ltistics, 
the  operations  were  7,571,116  and  647,374  respectively.     These   figur< 

however  do  not  include  mails  handed  over  in  bulk  to  t!:-1  Naval  authori- 
ties or  to  regimental  orderlies  representing  about  one  third  of  each  entire 
mail. 

Statistics  were  not  taken  of  occasional  mails  despatched  and  received 
bv  French  and  Italian  steamers  bv  Messrs.  Cowasiee  Dinshaw  and  Bros.5 
steamers  to  and  from  Perim,  Kamaran,  Djibouti.  Berbera,  Abyssinia, 
Massawa,  Africa,  etc. 

The  numbers  of  registered  letters  and  parcel-  posted) 
money  orders  issued  and  British  Postal  orders  sold  are  not  accurate,  in 
that  a  great  part  of  the  work  connected  with  these  branches  of  business 
was  done  by  the  Civil  Office.  The  distance  between  the  Base  Office 
and  F.P.O.  No.  32 1  is  lo  miles;  mails  were  conveyed  twice  a  day  by  Supply 
and  Transport  carts  to  and  from  .Maala  and  from  Maala  to  Sheikh  Othman 
by  railway.  A  third  daily  despatch  was  made  by  runner  service,  the 
runner  travelling  on  foot  to  Maala  and  from  there  by  rail.  lb4  also  brought 
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back  a  mail  to  the  Base  Office.     Four  despatches  were  made  daily  from 
the  Base  Office  to  F.P.O.  No.  323  :  the  Bame  number  of  despatches  was 
received  from  it  by  the  Base  Office.     The  mails  were  conveyed  by  runner 
services.  The  distance  between  the   Base  Office  and  F.P.O.  No.  323  is 
5£    miles.     Four  despatches  were  made  daily  from  the  Base  Post  Office 
to  F.P.O.  No.  382  the  same  number  of  despatches  were  received    from 
it  by  the  Base  Office.     The  mails  were  conveyed  to  and  fro  by  runner 
service  as  far  as  Maala  and  from  Maala  by  railway.     One  despatch  was 
made  daily  from  the  Base  Office  to  F.P.O.  No.  330  and  one  was  received 
from  it,     The  mails  were  conveyed  to  and  fro  by  runner  service  as  Ear 
as  Maala  and  from  Maila  by  railway.     Mails  were  conveyed  to  and  Ero 
from  rail  head  to  F.P.O.  No.  330    by  Military  transport.     Mails  to  and 
from  F.P.O.  No.  100  were  conveyed  by  steamer   service  under  contraci 
with  Messrs.  Cowasjee  Dinshaw  and  Bros.     On  an  average  mails  were 
despatched  and  received  by  this  service  once  a  week.     Mails  were  also 
occasionally  received  and  despatched  by  Naval  vessels.  Mails  for  Perim 
Field  Office  were  similarly  despatched  and  received. 

The  payment  of  British  Postal  Orders  by  field  post  offices  was  a 
convenience  much  appreciated  by  the  troops. 

All  mails  were  sorted  and  distributed  or  sent  out  for  delivery  within 
four  hours  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  batch  of  bags  at  the  Base  Office, 
unless  the  mails  were  received  at  night,  when  they  were  sent  out  for 
delivery  a1  6  o'clock  the  following  morning. 

No  complaints  were  received  in  regard  to  inward  mails  up  to  the 
end  of  October  1918.  when  influenza,  in  an  epidemic  form  broke  out  and 
more  than  half  the  staff  was  laid  up  at  the  same  time.  During  this  period 
there  was  a  delay  in  the  delivery  of  some  parcels  and  complaint-  were 
received.  The  circumstances  attending  the  delay  were  explained  to 
addressees  who  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the  explanations 
offered. 

All  field  offices  were  provided  with  ample  office  accommodation, 
private  quarters  for  officials  were  also  provided.  The  accommodal  ion  \\  as 
either  in  pucca  buildings,  in  temporary  structures  or  in  tenl 

The  Postal  Censor  and  his  staff  were  provided  with  office  accommo 
dation  in  the  Aden  Head  Office  resulting  in  the  expeditious  disposal  ... 
mails.  The  Postal  Censor  up  to  July  L918  had  no  Btaff  :  the  work  was 
done  by  the  Civil  Post  Office  Btaff,  causing  much  extra  work.  The 
troops  advanced  from  Khor  Makhsar  to  Sheikh  Qthman,  from  Sheikh 
Uthman  to  Lahej  and  from  Lahej  to  Hubil  and  field  offices  accompa- 
nied the  troops.  On  each  occasion  the  Bupply  of  clothing  and  ration- 
to    officers,  men     and    followers    was  regular     and   satisfactory. 

The  health  of  the  officials  was  good  until  Influenza  in  an  epidemic  form 
broke  out  towards  the  latter  part  of  October  1918  when  a  number  were  laid 
up.  The  Base  Postmaster.  Assistant  Commissary  M.F.L).  Albuquerque  and 
three  other  field  sevice  men  were  laid  up  at  one  time  and  at  a   time  when 
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more  than  three  fourths  of  the  staff  of  the  Civil  Office  was  afflicted.  It 
was  a  time  of  great  anxiety  and  strain  bui  the  work  was  kept  currenl 
and  no  bitch  occurred  in  t  be  disposal  of  mails.  Two  men  of  I  be  Aden  Civil 
Office  died  of  influenza.  Assistanl  Commissary  B.  C.  Gonsalves,  Base  Posl 
Master, died a1  Aden  on  LlthDeceinber  1915  \  istanl  Commissary  8.0. 
Collett,  Base  Post  Master,  died  in  Bombay  on  28th  Augnsl  1918  while  on 
medical  leave, 

In  consequence  of  the  frequent  coming  and  going  of  military 
officers  and  other  members  of  the  Force,  great  care  and  diligence  bad  to 
be  exercised  in  maintaining  the  register  of  movements  of  Officers  and  troops. 

The  satisfactory  disposal  of  all  articles  of  the  mail  shows  the  care  devoted 
to  this  important  branch  of  work.  On  many  occasions  officers  and  other- 
mentioned  that  they  had  not  missed  a  single  letter  either  from  India  or 
from  Europe.  Every  courtesy  and  assistance  was  extended  to  the 
postal  officers  and  staff  by  the  military,  naval  and  civil  authorities.  It 
was  as  much  to  this  cause  as  to  their  willingness  to  perform  our  duties  to 
the  best  of  our  ability  that  is  to  be  attributed  the  successful  work  done. 

The  staff  was  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  R.  Sharpe,  Honorary  Secret ar v. 
Post  Office  and  Telegraph  Comforts  Fund,  Bombay,  for  the  man  y  parcels 
of  clothing,  sweets  and  other  articles  so  kindly  sent.  The  comfo  rts  were 
much  appreciated  and  the  men  and  officers  gratefully  tendered  Mrs. 
Sharpe  their  best  thanks  for  her  great  kindness.  The  P.  and  0.  Company 
rendered  the  post  office  every  possible  assistance,  sometimes  under  trying 
circumstances.  The  Agent,  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  the  Assistant  Agent. 
Mr.  Leman,  were  at  all  times  willing  to  give  every  assistance  required  in 
the  landing  and  shipping  of  mails.  It  was  through  their  willingness 
to  co-operate  with  the  post  office  that  the  mails  were  promptly  landed  and 
despatched.  Messrs.  Cowasjee  Dinshaw  and  Bros.,  Ship  Agents,  were  at 
all  times  willing  and  ready  to  give  every  assistance  in  their  power  in  the 
despatch  and  landing  of  mails  by  their  vessels.  This  help  contributed 
much  to  the  prompt  disposal  of  mails. 

On  52  occasions  mails  were  received  on  Sundays  or  holidays  and  on 
56  occasions  after  6  p.m.  The  men  had  to  be  ready  to  receive  or  despatch 
mails  at  any  hour  because  of  the  short  notice  given  of  the  arrival  and  the 
departure  of  vessels.  Even  the  short  notice  of  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  vessels  could  seldom  be  relied  upon.  Vessels  arriving  4  to  6  hours 
before  or  after  the  appointed  time  resulted  in  long  hours  of  overtime 
work  both  by  day  and  night.  Sometimes  outgoing  and  incoming  mails 
were  received  within  3  to  4  hours  of  one  another.  The  response  to  the  call 
of  duty  was  at  all  times  ready  and  willing. 

Capt.  M.  A.  Sullivan,  A.D.P.S.,  and  Assistant  Commissary  E.  W- 
Smith,  Inspector  of  Field  Post  Office  were  mentioned  in  Despatches  for 
gallant  and  distinguished  service  on  the  field.  The  title  of  M.B.E. 
was  also  conferred  on  Capt.  Sullivan. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Operations  on  the  N.  W.  Frontier  1919-1920. 

BALUCHISTAN  :     OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

By 

Lt-Col.  E.  B   Thompson,    M.BE.R.  E.,    ADPS.,   Baluchistan 
Force- 

With  reference  to  Memo.   No.    40—153  1 — QI,    1    beg  to  reporl   as 

follows  : — 

I  arrived  in  Quetta  to  take  up  the  duties  of  Assistant  I  director.  Postal 
Services,  Baluchistan  Force,  on  the  13th  May.     The  troops  at  thai  time 
were  concentrating  at  Killa  Abdulla  and  Lt.  Staunton.  Deputy  Assistanl 
Director,  Postal  Services,  was  sent  to  Killa  Abdulla  to  arrange  postal 
facilities  for  the  troops.     The  first  Field  Post  Office  was  opened  at  Killa 
Abdulla  on  the  17th  May.  L919,  and  was  attached  to  tlui  57th  Brigade. 
The  next  day  another  Field  Post  Office  was  opened  at  the  same  place 
to  serve  the  12th  Mounted  Brigade.     The  initial  difficulty  of  getting  Btafi 
for  these  Field  Post  Offices  was  met  by  drawing  on  the  civil  postal  estab- 
lishments of  Baluchistan.     As  the  staff  for  the  Field  Post  Offices  arrived 
from  the  Base  Postal  Depot   at  Lahore,  the  men  from  the  civil  establish 
ments  were  replaced  by  the  former.     On  the  20th  May  a  beginning  v 
made  to  start  a  Base  Post  Office  at  Quetta  to  feed  the  Field  Post  Offices. 
As  more  staff  arrived  from  Lahore  additional  Field  Post  Offices  were 
opened  at  Shalabagh  and  Chaman  and  by  the  end  of  May  the  fourth 
Division  Head  Quarters  and  each  Brigade  had  its  own  Field  Posl  Office 
and  the  total  number  of  Field   Post  Offices  was  seven  with  an  establish- 
ment of  32  clerks  and  30  followers. 

2.  During  the  month  of  June,  all  the  civil  post  offices  establishment  - 
in  Baluchistan  including  the  R.M.S.,  were  placed  under  my  charge  and 
I  was  given  three  more  Deputy  Assistant    Directors,    Postal  Servi 

to  cope  wdth  this  additional  work.     Later  on.  under  the  orders  of  the 

Government  of  India,  communicated  to  me  by  the  Director-General. 
Posts  and  Telegraphs,  all  offices  in  the  War  Area  Trans-Indus  uumbering 
51,  were  converted  into  Field  Post  Offices. 

3.  In  the  month  of  July,  owing  to  military  activity,     in  the  Zhob 

Valley,  I  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  Deputy  A ssisl ant  Director,  Postal 
Services,  to  Loralai  in  charge  of  all  the  Field  Posl  Offices  on  thai  side. 
Owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  in  the  Zhob  Valley,  mails 
were  frequently  looted  and  the    mail   service   was    in    consequence  die- 
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organized,  the  only  mail  line  which  ran  with  some  approach  to  regularity 
was  the  line  between  Harnai  and  Lorlai.  The  ELhanai-Hindubach  line 
was  also  disorganized  onaccounl  of  breeches  on  the  line  and  tribal  raids. 
I\'<>  mails  were  lost  on  this  line  but  special  arrangements  had  to  be  made 
to  send  mails  between  these  two  pla© 

1.  Early  in  the  month  of  August,  the  Deputy  Director.  Postal 
Services,  visited  Quetta  on  a  tour  of  inspection. 

5.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  on  the  8th  August,  there  were, 
besides  t  lie  Base  Post  Office  at  Quetta.  9  Field  Post  Offices  at  Chaman, 
killa  Abdulla.  Shalabagh  and  Loralai  attached  to  the  several  divisional 
and  Brigade  Head  Quarters  and  in  addition  17  Civil  Post  Offices  con- 
verted into  Field  Post  Offices.  The  total  Field  Postal  establishment 
on  the  8th  August,  was  6  Officers.  18:5  Field  Postmasters  and  clerks 
and  230  followers.  The  Base  Post  Office  which  started  with  only  two 
clerks  and  a  few  packers,  had  by  the  end  of  campaign  16  clerks  and  10 
followers  under  a  separate  Deputy  Base  Postmaster  and  was  doing  all 
the  sorting  work   for  Baluchistan. 


The  Serai  at  Quetta  which  was    Temporarily   Converted    into 
a  Rest  Camp  for  Officers — May  1919. 

6.  During  the  period  of  operations,  mails  were  looted  on  6  days 
between  Loralai  and  Fort  Sandeman.  twice  between  Hindubagh  and  Killa 
Saifulla  and  once  between  Shinbaz  and  Miralikhel,  the  total  number  of 
bags  lost  being  21.  The  Post  Offices  at  Gulistan  and  Duki  were  raided 
and  the  Post  Office  at  Mekhtar  was  burned  by  badmashes. 

7.  At  the  commencement  of  the  operations  the  post  offices  at 
Gulkuch,  Shinbaz,  Mughalkot,  Miralikhel  and  Manikhwah  were  closed 
down  as  the  outposts  were  withdrawn. 
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.8.  The  health  of  the  Postal  establishment  has  on  tlje  whole  been 
very  good,  only  a  few  men  having  reported  sick  and  the  majority  of 
them  with  only  minor  complaints.  There  have  been  no  casualties  ow  ing 
either  to  sickness  or  in  the   Field. 

9.  In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  make  a  tew  remarks  with  respecl 
to  the  Censor's  office,  which  was  opened  in  the  last  week  of  Maw  to 
censor  mail  matter  passing  to  and  from  Baluchistan.  The  establish- 
ing of  a  censorship  meant  a  breaking  up  of  mails  which  previously  arrived 
in  Baluchistan  ready  sorted.  This  sudden  change  m  a  scientifically  built 
up  sorting  organ isat  ion  naturally  resulted  in  a  certain  amount  of  con- 
fusion in  the  beginning,  as  a  very  large  additional  sorting  establishment 
became  necessary  which  could  not  be  obtained  all  at  once  and  an  entirely 
new  sorting  system  had  to  be  devised.  Moreover,  as  a  nan  of  the  mail 
was  exempted  from  censorship,  it  added  to  the  difficulties  of  building  up 
a  new  sorting  system.  A  number  of  other  complications  had  to  be  dealt 
with;  but,  as  they  are  too  many  and  too  technical.  I  will  not  detail  them 
in  my  report.  However,  by  degrees,  owing  to  the  close  co-operation  of 
and  great  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  Postal  Censor,  Captain  Sco veil, 
a  system  of  working  was  evolved  which  worked  smoothly  to  the  end. 


Staff  of  the  Base  Post  Office  Quetta.     May  L919. 

No.  1587,  dated  22nd  September  1920  from  the  Assistant  Director* 
Postal  Services,  Baluchistan  Fore-,  to  the  Head  Quarters,  Baluchistan 
Force,  Quetta. 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  L290,  dated  the  1st  September 
1919,  I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  tin'  working  of  Field  Post  Offices 
from  the  8th  August  to  the  9th  September  1919.  as  asked  for  by  the  Post- 
m aster  General,  Punjab,  and  N.W.F.  Circle. 


274 


-1.  TImmc  is  very  little  of  interesl  fco  report.  The  field  post  office 
;it  K;i|)i|»  w.i  closed  on  the  9th  Augusl  as  \\  was  aol  required  by  the 
ZhobForce  Head-quarters.  A  Field  PostOffiee  was  opened  at  Gulistan 
to   erve  t  lie  A r  i  illery  units  which  had  moved  I  bere  from  Ch&roan. 


Lt.  Daulat  Rai,  D.  A.  D.  P.  S. 

Baluchistan  Force,  1919. 

The  Postal  Censor's  Office  was  closed  on  the  28th  August  but  the 
censorship  on  letters  fromPersia  still  continued,  as  was  being  done  previous 
to  the  Afghan  War  .  The  closing  down  of  the  Censor's  office  made  a  great 
reduction  in  the  sorting  work  and  enabled  me  to  relieve  a  large  part 
of  the  additional  staff  employed  in  the  sorting  offices.  The  Deputy 
Assistant  Director,  Postal  Service  in  charge  of  the  sorting  arrangements 
of  the  Baluchistan  Force,  was  also  relieved  on  the  9th  September. 

4.  Except  for  the  changes  mentioned  above,  no  other  alterations 
were  made  in  the  existing  postal  arrangements,  described  in  my  previous 
letter. 
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5.     On  the  9th  September,  when  orders  were  received  regarding  the 

War  Area  in  Baluchistan,  all  civil  post  offices,  which  had  been  converted 
into  field  post  offices,  except  those  in  the  new  War  Area,  were  recon- 
verted into  civil  post  offices.  Steps  were  also  taken  to  close  down  the 
field  post  offices  at  Chaman,  Killa  Abdulla,  Shelabagh  and  Gulistan, 
which  -were  serving  the  military  units,  the  few  troops  left  behind  being 
served  by  the  civil  post  offices  at  those  place 

(').  J n  conclusion.  1  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  mention- 
ing the  great  assistance  rendered  to  me  by  lit.  Kothavala.  my  Deputy 
Assistant  Director.  Postal  Service,  at  Head-quarters  and  also  Jemadar 
Dhari  Lall,  the  Deputy  Base  Postmaster.  Quetta,  who  has  taken  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Base  Office. 
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WAZIRISTAN 

By 

Lt.-CoL    W.     A.    Smith,    Assistant    Director.    Postal  Services, 

Waziristan     Force- 

No.  1601,  dated  30th  April  1920,  from  L'eut.-Col.  W.  A.  Smith.  /Assis- 
tant Director,  Postal  Services,  Waziristan  force,  to  /Vlaior=(ieneral  S  H. 
Climo,  C.B.,I).S.O,  General  Officer  Commanding  Waziristan  I  orcL-. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  report  on  the  working  of  the  Posta^ 
Service  in  the  Waziristan    Force. 

Organization.-  -The  field  posts  serving  the  \V;i/ir  Force  were  created 
a  separate  charge  and  placed  under  an  Assistant  Director3  Postal  Services, 
from  the  1st  August  1919.  Prior  to  this  date  they  were  under  the  control 
of  the  Assistant  Director,  Postal  Services.  Peshawar.  1  assumed  charge 
of  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Director,  Postal  Services.  Wazir  Force, 
with  Head-quarters  at  Dera  Ismail  Khan  on  the  1st  August  1  \)  I  i).  and  have 
remained  throughout  in  charge.  I  started  with  a  Base  Post  Office  at 
Dera  Ismail  with  31  Field  Post  Offices,  a  Base  Post  Office  at  Bannu.  with 
18  Field  Post  Offices,  an  Advanced  Base  Post  Office  at  Tank,  17  Civil  Post 
Offices  in  the  Kohat  area,  one  Base  Post  Office  at  Dera  Ghazi  Khan  and 
10  Field  Post  Offices  in  the  Dera  Ghazi  Khan  district.  The  offices  in  the 
Dera  Ghazi  Khan  district  were  removed  from  my  control  in  September 
1919. 

The  following  will  give  an  idea  of  the  facilities  in  Field  Post  and 
Telegraph  Offices  existing  in  the  Force  when  operations  were  in  full  swing. 
The  Location  Statement  of  Fighting  Troops,  Administrative  Services  and 
Departments  in  the  Waziristan  Force,  published  on  the  18th  January 
1920,  shows  that  there  were  troops  at  50  places.  Field  Post  Offices  were 
located  at  35  of  these  places,  and.  where  a  separate  Army  Signal  or 
Telegraph  Office  did  not  exist,  there  was  a  Combined  Field  Post  and 
Telegraph  Office.  The  only  posts  at  which  there  were  no  Field  Post 
Offices  are: — 

Luni  Zarkani.  Man j hi,  Girni,  Bain,  Nasran. 
Kot  Azam  Darra  Tangi,  Islam  Chauki.  Mirzall. 
Nos.  1,  3,  4  and  5  Posts,  Surkama  and  Isha. 

There  were  only  small  detachments  at  these  places  and  they  made 
their  own  arrangements  for  despatching  and  receiving  their  mails  from 
the  nearest  Field  Post  Office  which  was  in  every  instance  close  at  hand. 

Staff. — I  managed  with  the  minimum  establishment  and  no  re- 
serves. I,  therefore,  attribute  the  fact  that  there  was  no  breakdown  in 
the  service  to  the  whole-hearted  manner  in  which  mv  men  worked,  and 
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to  the  fact  that  1  was  able  to  effect  as    adjustment  by  transferring  pet 
sonnel  from  the  Tochi  side  to  theDerajal  side  when  a  settlement   with 
the  Darweshkhel  Wazirs  was  effected  and  the  troopa  were  switched  over. 

Work. — According  to  the  working  arrangements  of  a  Postal  Unit 
on  Field  Service  as  laid  down  in  the  Field  Service  Manual  (Postal),  the 
postal  facilities  are  curtailed  so  as  to  relieve  the  Field  Post  Offices  of  i 
ponsibility  and  to  make  the  work  simple  and  easy.  Tins  has  not  been 
permitted  in  respect  of  the  Field  Post  Offices  in  this  Force.  rHie  civil 
converted  Field  Post  Offices  have  been  performing  all  the  functions  of 
post  offices  in  peace  stations  and  in  addition  they  have  been  doing  tele- 
graph work  for  which  their-  hours  of  attendance  were  fixed  at  00*00  to 
24(>(>  hour  .  The  latter  was  arranged,  as  the  whole  Force  Area  was  dis- 
turbed and  subject  to  raids  and  as  the  Army  Signals  and  Telegraphs 
were  not  in  a  position  to  takeover  the  telegraph  work  of  any  but  very 
important  stations. 

Transport.-    The  service   by  tram,   motor,   tonga,  etc.,   throughout 

the  Force  was  so  arranged  that  every  Field  Post  Office  received  and  des- 
patched at  least  one  mail  daily.  The  only  exception  was  in  respe<  t  of  the 
Field  Post  Offices  situated  beyond  Jandola  up  the  Tank  Zam,  on  days 
when  convoys  did  not  travel. 

By  utilizing  the  transport  at  my  disposal  to  the  best  advantage 
1  was  able  to  assist   in  the  carriage  of  the  D.R.L.S.    (Despatch    Rider 

Letter  Service)  over  all  the  important  lines  in  the  Force  as  notified  in 
Force  Routine  Orders  Nos.  1:88,  622  and  623.  The  most  important 
service  from  a  military  point  of  view,  inaugurated  with  the  advent  of 
troops  in  the  Tochi.  was  the  line  between  Dai1  loin  and  Dera  Ismail 
Khan  by  which  a  letter  posted  at  Dardoni  at  7  a.m.  would  reach  Dehra 
Ismail  Khan  the  same  day  and  be  delivered  by  7  p.m..  the  distance 
covered  being  L30  miles  by  road.  Everything  possible  has  been 
done  to  effect  expeditious  transport  of  the  mails.  Even  aeroplanes 
were  utilized  for  the  period  during  which  they  Hew  with  regularity 
between  Tank.  Dorarogha  and  the  Derajat  Column. 

Censorship.  No  censorship  of  letters  was  established  for  this  Force 
and  this  saved  senders  and  addressees  a  lot  of  worry  and  inconvenience. 
Outgoing   parcels    were,    however,   censored     to     prevent    Government 

clothing  issued  extra  for  the  winter  being  sent  out  of  the  Force. 
This  censorship,  though  not  regulated,  proved  beneficial  to  Government. 

Concessions. — Force  Routine  Order  No.  581  authorises  free  postage 
and  free  issue  of  post  cards  and  envelopes  both  to  t  he  troops  and  to  t  heir 
correspondents.  Besides  this  mosi  generous  concession,  the  troops  hive 
been  exempted  from  (1)  the  payment  of  money  order  commission  on 
Family  Remittances,  and  (•_>)  customs  dues  on  parcels.  Service  letters 
and  parcels,  whether  ordinary,  registered  or  insure  1  have  been  accept.-  1 
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without  service  stamps  being  affixed  fco  them.  Value-payable  parcels 
and  insured  parcels  bave  been  received  regularly  for  the  troops  although 
not  authorized  by  Postal  Manual  (War).  The  only  place  beyond  which 
they  are  not  actually  transmitted  by  post  is  Jandola.  However,  in  order 
not  to  inconvenience  the  troops  operating  in  the  Tank  Zani  i  arranged, 
that,  where  the  addressees  could  not  make  their  own  arrangements  for  the 
acceptance  of  value  payable  and  insured  parcels  from  Jandola  Field  Post 
()flice,^n  Inspector  of  Field  Post  Offices  should  convey  such  parcels  lip 
at  regular  intervals  and  be  responsible  personally  for  their  delivery.  The 
arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily.  I  may  mention  that  owing  to 
the  very  favourable  rates  of  exchange  and  to  the  family  remittance 
money  orders  being  free  of  commission,  sterling  money  orders  were 
greatly  appreciated  and  were  taken  full  advantage  of.  The  number 
of  sterling  money  orders  issued  in  the  Force  in  one  month  alone  from 
the  16th  February  1920,  to  the  15th  March  1920,  was  422.  The 
remitters  with  few  exceptions  were  British  Officers. 

Sickness.- — There  were  unfortunately  two  deaths,  both  from  pneu- 
monia, owing  to  climatic  conditions.  It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  note 
that  the  staff  on  the  whole  kept  very  fit,  thanks  to  the  very  excellent 
arrangements  for  feeding  and  clothing  in  the  Force. 

General. — I  have  already  separately  brought  to  your  notice  the  good 
work  rendered  by  certain  members  of  the  Postal  Service. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  Brig. -General  C.  R.  Bradshaw.  D.A. 
and  Q.M.G.,  Major  Heriz  Smith  and  Major  Grylls  for  the  ever  ready 
advice  and  assistance  rendered  by  them  to  me  whenever  required. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

The  Arab  Rising  in  Iraq,   1920. 

By 
Major  A.  Angela   QBE-,    RE,   D.D.P.S.,    Iraq. 

The  M.E.F.  Field  Post  Office  ceased  to  exist  as  a  Beparate  adminis- 
tration with  effect  from  the  1st  .May  1919.  on  which  date  Col.  11.  A.  Sams, 
D.P.S.,  made  over  all  existing  Field  Post  Offices  with  tin-  entire  per- 
sonnel to  the  [raq  Civil  Post  Office,  under  the  control  of  Major  Clerici, 
who  assumed  charge  as  Director, Civil  Posts,  [raq  and  Persian  P.  oi  I 

The  Field  Post  Office  on  the  P.  L.  of  C.  however,  continued  as  a 
separate  Military  I  nit  in  charge  of  an  A..D.P.S.  who  worked  under  the 
orders  of  the  D.P.S..  Iraq.  All  the  Field  Post  Offices  from  K a  rind  to 
Enzeli  were  in  account  with  the  Quraitu  Base  Post  Office,  and  the  accounts 
of  these  offices  were  audited  by  the  D.A.O..  Xagpur.  For  administrative 
purposes  this  arrangement  was  found  to  be  very  inconvenient,  chiefly 
on  account  of  the  difference  in  pay  and  allowances  of  the  M.E.F.  officials 
serving  in  this  area,  and  of  those  belonging  to  the  Civil  Post  Office,  Iraq. 
Owing  to  this  difference  in  the  pay,  it  was  not  possible  to  replace  men 
serving  in  F.P.O's  by  men  from  the  Civil  Post  Office,  and  via  versa.  This 
anomaly  was  represented  to  the  Military  Authorities  who  agreed  to  the 
proposal  that  F.P.O's  in  this  area  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  Civil  Post  Office.  This  was  done  with  effect  from  the  1st  September 
1920  from  which  date  the  accounts  of  the  Quraitu  Base  Office  were  audit- 
ed   by  the  D.A.G.  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  Baghdad. 

It  was  agreed  that  F.P.O's  serving  Military  formations  should  con- 
tinue, but  thai  they  should  be  known  as  Mobile  Civil  Post  Offices. 

The  Iraq  Postal  Circle  was  divided  into  nine  divisions,  each  in  charge 
of  an  A.D.P.S.     The  Directorate  consisted  of  the    Director,   a  Deputy 

Director  and  three  P.A.S. 

The  strength  of  the  Civil  Post  Office  on  the  Ls1  May  L919  was  roughly 

as  follows: — 

Officers  .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .  1 5 

Inspector-  .  .          . .          .  .          .  .  25 

Postmaster  . .          .  .          .  .          . .  ! 

l)v.  P.M'sA  A.P.M's.  etc 11 

Stamp  Vendors  . .         . .         . .         . .  2 

Clerks  A  Sub  P.  M's 592 

Menials                         743 


Total  .1.389 
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Out  oi  this  number  there  were  only  L5  local  clerk's  and  L32  local 
menials.  The  rest  were  .ill  men  recruited  From  India,  the  majority  of 
whom  were  M.E.F.  officials  who  had  not  volunteered  to  serve  the  Civil 
Pos1  Office,  [raq,  bul  whom  il  was  found  necessary  to  retain,  in  order 
that  the  work  should  be  carried  ou1  efficiently.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  D.P.S.  to  release  the  M.E.F.  men  as  soon  as  he  could  by  volunteers 
from  India,  but  it  was  apparent  that  i he  conditions  of  service  offered 
to  the  men  were  not  sufficiently  attractive  as  veryfew  volunteers  were 
forthcoming,  and  those  men  who  were  detained  againsl  their  wills  were 
getting  more  and  more  discontented.  This  state  of  affairs  grew  from  had 
to  worse,  and  finally  ended  in  a  general  strike  of  the  clerical  staff  in 
December  1919  resulting  in  serious  dislocation  of  work. 

It  was  shortly  after  this  that  Sir  A.  T.  Wilson,  the  C.C.,  decided  to 

amalgamate  the  two  Departments  of  Posts  and- Telegraphs  and.  as  Major 
Clerici  had  decided  to  proceed  on  leave,  the  Directorship  of  the  amalga- 
mated departments  was  offered  to  Lt.-Col.  deSmidt,  D.S.O.,  of  the 
Telegraphs.  I  arrived  in  Basrah  on  the  29th  March  1920,  and  took  up 
my  duties  as  D.  D.  P.  S.  on  the  1st  April  1920. 

The  task  in  front  of  me  was  anything  but  an  easy  one,  as  the  entire 
Postal  Staff,  not  excluding  the  officers,  were  discontented  and  were 
desirous  of  returning  to  India.  We  were  faced  with  the  apparently 
impossible  task  of  repatriating  about  400  officials  on  the  1st  May  L920 
with  nobody  to  replace  them.  However,  I  commenced  a  systematic 
repatriation  of  time  expired  men,  and  soon  the  men  found  that,  after 
all,  old  '  Mespot  *  was  not  a  bad  spot,  and  a  great  number  of  the  men 
on  the  repatriation  list  volunteered  to  continue  service  with  the  Iraq 
Post  Office.  By  May  1920  the  situation  was  secure.  The  administrative 
offices  of  the  Posts  and  Telegraphs  were  amalgamated  and  by  the 
middle  of  April  the  amalgamated  office  was  working  quite  smoothly 
in  the  Khan  Kuba  building,  Baghdad,  to  which  special  additions  and 
alterations  were  made.  The  work  of  amalgamation  proceeded  without  a 
hitch,  and  we  were  really  beginning  to  settle  down  to  peaceful  conditions. 
There  was  a  dailv  mail  service  bv  train  from  Basrah  to  Basrhdad  and  from 
Baghdad  to  Shergat  and  Mosul  on  the  one  side  and  from  Baghdad  to 
Quraitu  and  Kirkuk,  on  the  other.  Mail  services  evervwhere  were  running 
very  satisfactorily  and  the  work  of  opening  out  further  Postal  and 
Telegraph  facilities  was  proceeding  rapidly. 

This  state  of  efficient  administration,  however,  did  not  apparently 
suit  the  Arab.  Signs  of  unrest  among  the  Arab  population  was  soon 
apparent,  and  the  mosques  in  Baghdad  were  turned  into. the  meeting 
places  of  the  malcontents.  Seditious  speeches  were  openly  made,  and 
the  whole  atmosphere  was  full  of  unrest  and  insecurity.  An  attempt  to 
put  a  stop  to  seditious  speeches  at  the  principal  mosque  in  Baghdad,  ended 
in  a  street  fight,  and  a  machine  gun  had  to  be  turned  on  to  the  crowd. 


281 


It  was  unsafe  to  walk  in  the  streets  of  Baghdad  after  7  V.w.    This  was 
about  the  end  of  May  1920. 

On  the  1st  July  L920  a  large  Arab  force  destroyed  the  railway  brid- 
ges between  Rnmeitha  and  Diwaniah  and  Etumeitha itself  was  besieged 
by  the  insurgents.  The  trouble  spread  rapidly  and  soon  the  whole 
ot  the  Shamiyah  District  was  affected  and  Ilillah  itself  was  cut  off.  All 
our  post  offices  in  this  area  excluding  Ilillah  were  looted  by  the  insur- 
gents, and  the  Staff,  consisting  mostly  of  Indians  and  Anglo-Indians  were 
taken  prisoners.  Mr.  Simon.  Sub-Postmaster,  Mussayib,however,  managed 
to  escape  into  Baghdad  disguised  as  an  Arab  lady,  with  the  aid  of  his 
Arab  postman.  It  was  subsequently  discovered  that  this  Arab  postman 
behaved  in  a  most  creditable  manner  and  was  most  loyal  throughout. 
He  took  charge  of  the  Post  Office  cash  and  stamps,  and  all  the  resl  of 
office  property,  and  hid  it  in  his  own  house.  Everything  was  found 
intact  when  the  Mnssavib  office  was  subsequently  opened.  Misconduct 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Hi^h  Commissioner  and  he  was  granted 
a  suitable  monetary  reward. 

Feeling  in  Baghdad  was  now  running  very  high.  The  Arabs  openly 
declared  that  the  advent  of  the  rebels  at  Baghdad  was  only  a  matter 
of  days.  The  situation  certainly  was  critical.  The  Brigade  at  Ilillah. 
cut  off  from  all  communications  and  supplies,  was  hard  put  to  it  to  pre- 
vent the  rebel  army  from  breaking  through.  The  rebels  were  within 
15  miles  of  Baghdad.  The  situation  though  serious  and  most  trying  was 
not  without  humour.  Khan  Khuba  in  Exchange  Square  was  the  scene 
of  great  excitement.  Nearly  every  morningfthere  was  a,  panic  in  the 
Bazar  and  the  local  Jews  and  Christians,  men,  women,  and  children 
would  run  madly  down  the  street  crying  that  Abdullah's  Army  had 
arrived  !  All  shops  would  be  closed  and  in  a  lew  minutes  not  a,  Jew 
nor  a  Christian  would  be  seen.  Where  they  disappeared  to  was  a 
marvel.  One  morning  the  panic  was  worse  than  ever  and  spread  to  the 
clerks  in  the  office,  who  left  their  work  and  came  rushing  into  the  rooms 
upstairs,  ("apt.  Augier,  my  P.A.,  dashed  into  my  room  with  his 
revolver  cocked,  and  I  really  thought  that  things  must  be  pretty  serious. 
Soon  however  it  became  apparent  that  it  was  only  one  of  the  every-day 
scares,  and  on  enquiry  the  origin  of  this  particular  scare  was  traced  to 
a  little  Arab  boy  of  7  years  old  who  in  the  midst  of  the  crowded  hazaar 
was  heard  to  shout  "  Run.  run.  rim."  and  every  body  ran  ! 

Lt.  Sen.  our  famous  A.I).  I*. S..  and  Bard,  who  was  generally  -<>  cool 
and  unconcerned,  began  to  show  visible  Bigns  of  anxiety.  1  shall  never 
forget  tin1  day  he  came  into  my  room  Looking  rather  sheepish  and  nervous, 
and  asked  me  to  approach  G.H.Q.  on  the  subject  of  appointing  a  milita- 
ry guard  ovei  his  house  which  was  just  over  the  Kotah  Bridge.  1  ehaffed 
him  about  it.  and  he  never  got  his  guard.  Hut  Mire  enough  early  next 
morning  there  was  heavy  fighting  round  his  house.     I  went  over  a  little 
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later  to  sec  how  the  Bard  had  fared  hut  w;is  told  thai  he  bad  slept  else- 
where thai  night  and  had  not  come  home!  It  occurred  to  me  that  the 
Bard  musl  have  received  pretty  accurate  information  from  his  local 
friends  of  the  contemplated  attack  on  thai  quarter! 

Meanwhile  the  rebellion  was  spreading  rapidly.  The  Zob  tribe 
round  about  Felujah  were  the  next  to  give  trouble,  and  the  Baghdad- 
Felujah  line  was  cut  on  the  29th  July  L920.  The  gallanl  Col.  Leachman 
very  pluckily  attempted  to  reason  with  the  Chief  of  the  Zobs  al  Khan 
Nukta.  He  stayed  as  a  guest  of  it"-  Chief  and  as  he  was  Leaving  next 
morning,  the  Chief's  son  very  treacherously  -hot  him  dead  in  his  car. 
I  shall  never  forget  the  gloom  that  this  gallant  officer's  death  casl  over 
Baghdad.  He  was  buried  at  Felujah  and  his  remain-  were  afterwards 
reinterred  in  the  Baghdad  Cemetery  with  full  military  honour-. 

The  next  line  of  communications  to  be  cut  was  the  Baghdad-Qurail  u 
line.  This  happened  on  the  10th  August  J 920.  The  cutting  of  this  line 
meant  the  isolation  of  the  Karind  camp  where  all  the  families  were  sent 
for  the  hot  weather.  The  ladies  in  this  camp  numbered  about  five 
hundred. 

Another  gloom  was  cast  over  Baghdad  on  the  occasion  of  the  murder 
of  two  irrigation  officers  at  Shahraban  by  the  rebels.  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
cruelly  done  to  death  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Buchanan*,  who  was  fortuna- 
tely protected  by  a  friendly  Arab  family  and  after  undergoing  many 
hardships  and  privations  was  released  a  month  later  by  a  British  Force. 

• 

Our  Post  Offices  at  Shahraban,  Khaniqin,  Deltawah.  Bedra  and 
Baquba  were  all  looted  and  the  staff  taken  prisoners.  The  next  line  to  go 
was  the  Baghdad-Shergat  line.  This  happened  on  the  18th  August  1920. 
Baghdad  was  now  practically  isolated,  but  happily  the  Muntaffik  had  still 
not  risen  and  the  Kut-Hinaidi  railway  line  was  left  intact.  This  was  now 
our  only  link  with  Basrah,  and  everybody  was  feverishly  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements.  Meantime  the  garrison  at  Hillah  were  having 
a  bad  time,  but  they  had  now  put  up  elaborate  defences  and  a  very  severe 
attack  of  the  army  on  the  night  of  the  14th  August  was  repulsed  with 
very  heavy  losses.  This  news  was  received  with  great  joy  in  Baghdad, 
and  helped  much  towards  restoring  confidence.  An  aerial  mail  service 
to  Hillah  was  started  about  the  middle  of  August  and  the  garrison  there 
received  a  limited  amount  of  mail  matter  and  supplies  by  means  of 
aeroplanes.  Urgent  official  correspondence  was  also  despatched  by 
aeroplanes  to  Karind  and  Mosul  and  other  important  places  communica- 
tion to  which  was  cut  off.  The  bulk  of  the  mail  for  these  areas  was  now 
accumulating  in  Baghdad,  and  special  arrangements  had  to  be  made  for 
their  safe  custody. 

Baghdad-Hillah— This  line  was  cut  on  the  29th  July  1920  and  the 


283 

mail  service  was  suspended  from  that  date,  ft  was  resumed  on  the  19th 
August  but  was  again  cut  on  the  7th  September  and  was  eventually 
reopened  on  the  12th  September   1*920. 

Baghdad-Felujah.  This  line  was  breached  on  the  29th  duly  L920 
and  the  service  was  suspended  rill  the  28th  September  1920  <>n  which 
date  it  was  resumed. 

Baghdad-Quaritu.     This  line  was  breached  on  the  LOth  August   L920 

and  remained  so  until  the  21st  September  l(.)2(>. 

Baghdad-Shergat  Line. — This  line  was  breached  on  the  L8th  Augusl 
L920and  was  not  re-opened  till  the  1th  September  L920.  It  was  not  possi- 
ble to  send  mails  to  any  of  these  areas  by  car.  .Mails  accumulated  to  an 
alarming  extent  in  Baghdad  in  consequence. 

War  conditions  again  prevailed,  and  we  were  called  upon  suddenly 
to  make  postal  arrangements  for  an  additional  fighting  force  consisting 
of  over  two  divisions  of  infantry  in  addition  to  other  fresh  unit-.  Our 
officials  were  suddenly  called  upon  to  accept  held  service  condition- 
of  a  very  trying  nature,  with  no  prospects  of  any  extra  remuneration  of 
any  kind,  and    I  am  glad  to  say  that  with  very  few  exceptions  officers  and 

men  alike  behaved  in  a  mosl  creditable  manner  and  the  Postal  Service 

was  maintained  without  a  hitch.  Some  of  OUT  postmasters,  inspectors 
and  clerks  behaved  in  a  most  plucky  manner  in  the  face  of  great  danger. 
I  was  instrumental  in  bringing  their  names  to  the  notice  of  the  High 
Commissioner,  and  each  official  so  mentioned  received  a  suitable  monetary 
reward. 

Many  of  our  men  were  taken  prisoners  but  all  got  back  safely,  and 
were  apparently  not  badly  treated  by  the  Arabs.  Khan  Sahib  Nabi 
Buksh,  Inspector.  Dulaim  Sub  Division,  did  very  good  work.  The  Post 
Offices  at  Hit  and  Anah  were  cut  off  and  he  very  pluckily  proceeded 
to  these  places  at  great  risk  and  saved  all  cash  and  Post  Office  property. 
bringing  these  back  with  him  to  Ramadie. 

Mr,  A.  X.  Roy,  Sub-Postmaster,  Rumeitha,  had  a  very  nasty  time  for 
a  whole  month  during  the  seige  of  Rumeitha.  When  he  was  subsequent- 
ly released  and  came  to  see  me  in  Baghdad.  I  put  him  to  rather  a  severe 
test.  I  had  just  received  from  the  Sub-Postmaster,  llai,  who  was  getting 
rather  nervous,  as  the  Arabs  there  were  becoming  troublesome,  a  wire 
asking  that  he  might  be  relieved.  I  asked  Roy  if  he  would  go  at  once  as 
Sub-Postmaster,  llai.  Roy  saluted  smartly  and  volunteered  to  go.  im- 
mediately adding  that  he  was  willing  even  to  die  for  his  King  and 
Country.  1  consider  Mr.  Roy's  conduct  was  an  example  to  be  proud  of. 
I  did  not  send  him  to  Hai,  but  posted  him  to  a  more  secure  place.  I 
shall  always  remember  Mr.  Roy  and  wish  him  every  success. 


lJ84 

Our  onh  ilty  \v;ls    Rahimtullah    Khan,    postman,    Rumeitha, 

who  was  shot  severely  through  the  thigh,  and  was  subsequently  invalided 
to  India. 

Towards  the  middle  of  September  sufficient  reinforcements  had 
arrived  and  the  situation  began  to  get  brighter.  Communications 
to  mosl  [daces  were  restored  by  the  end  of  September  by 
which  date  all  accumulated  mails  were  despatched  to  their  res- 
pective destinations.  The  women  and  children  from  Karind  were  all 
safely  brought  down  and  sent,  out  of  the  country.  Tie*  rebels  in  all 
quarters  were  badly  punished  and  each  tribe  was  compelled  to  deliver 
up  a  certain  number  of  rifles  and  ammunition.  Stacks  of  these 
several  feet  high  could  be  seen  at  the  Citadel.  By  the  time  that  Sir 
Percy  Cox  arrived  things  had  calmed  down.  The  High  Commissioner 
lost  no  time  in  setting  up  a  Provisional  Arab  Government  with  Minis- 
ters, each  Minister  with  a  British  Adviser.  The  Department  of  Posts 
and  Telegraphs  was  placed  under  Igaaf  Pasha,  Minister  of  Communica- 
tions and  Works,  with  General  Aitkinson  as  Adviser. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 

Posts  and  Telegraphs  Comforts  Fund 

By  Mrs-  Sharpe- 

This  fund  was  started  shortly  after  t  he  declaral  ion  of  the  <  I  real  War, 
to  be  correct,  at  the  end  of  December  I'M  1.  to  provide,  in  t  he  first  instance, 

comforts  for  the    postal  station  Field  Service  and  Mrs.  Harrison  kindly 

consented  to  take  up  the  duties  of  the   Honorary  Secretary  of  the   Fund. 

The  Postal  stall*  in  the  following  Theatres  of  War  were  catered  for: 
France,  East  Africa.  Persian  Gulf  and  Egypt  ;  and  later  on  the  Mesopo- 
tamia, Aden.  Kainanm.   Palestine,  Salonica,  and  Easl  Persia  areas  were 

added. 

h\  October  1915  Mrs.  Harrison  decided  to  send  comforts  to  the 
Telegraph  side  of  the  Department  also.  and.  with  this  in  view,  appealed 
to  the  Telegraph  staff  in  India  for  subscriptions.  This  appeal  was  most 
generously  responded  to.  At  this  period  Mr.  Doran.  who  was  then  Post- 
master-General, Bombay,  through  the  courtesy  of  tin1  Lady  Willingdon 
Fund,  was  able  to  send  gifts  of  clothing  to  the  postal  staff  in  theseveral 
war  areas,  and  this  arrangement  was  continued  by  his  successor,  Mr. 
Pilkington.  This  help  was  welcomed,  as  it  enabled  Mrs.  Harrison  to  do 
more  with  the  funds  at  her  disposal,  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  time  not 
being  very  large. 

On  the  1st  January  1916,  a  disastrous  fire  broke  out  in  the  Tele 
graph  Office  quarters  at  Basrah  resulting  in  the  loss  of  a  life,  and  in  most 
of  the  Telegraph  staff  living  in  the  quarters  Losing  all  their  belongings. 
I  approached  the  Bombay  Women's  Branch,  War  and  Relief 
Fund,  for  assistance,  and  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  thai  Fund  very 
kindly  gave  me  10  complete  sets  of  kit.  which  were  forwarded  by  first 
mail  to  those  who  had  suffered.  Mrs.  Harrison  soon  after  supplemented 
this  gift. 

In  August  1916  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  asked  for  a    report   of 

all  voluntary  work  done  in  India  for  the  troops  on   Field  Service,  and 

Mrs.  Harrison  submitted  one  on  the  work  done  by  the  Postal  and  Tele 
graph  Comfort  Fund. 

The  supply  of  warm  clothing  by  Government  to  the  troops  in  the 
Field  now  became  more  liberal.  This  was  just  as  well.  ;is  the  price  of  warm 
clothing  and  blankets  obtainable  in  India  had  gone  up  very  considerably, 
since  the  supply  for  the  winter  of  191 5- 19 Mi  had  been  purchased  by  our 
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Fund.     On  the  strength  of  this  it.  wras  derided  to  confine  our  issues  to 
games,  sweets,  curry  powder,  musical  instruments,  etc.,  out  m  thect 
of  a  demand  for  clothing  by  any  particular  Force,  it  was  complied  with. 

Early  in  11)17.  a  requesl  came  from  one  of  one  prisoners  of  war  in 
Turkey  for  comforts.     Mrs.  Harrison  after  obtaining  a  lisl  of  prisoners 

belonging  to   the    Postal   and   Telegraph    Branches.  despatched   a    number 

of  parcels  to  them,  hut  shortly  after,  orders  were  published  prohibiting 
the  despatch  of  parcels  from  India,  to  Turkey.  Some  ol  the  parcels, 
however,  reached  their  destination. 

At  the  end  of  1917.  very  heavy  demands  were  made  from  Mesopo- 
tamia, for  L  ,300  blankets  and  a  number  of  Indian  musical  instrument-  by 
the  postal,  and  games  consisting  of  football  and  hockey  (rear,  jerseys, 
boxing  gloves,  and  indoor  games  by  the  Telegraph  side.  Thank-  to  t  he 
generosity  of  our  staff'  in  India,  these  demands  were,  complied  with,  in 
full,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  blankets. 

The  above  are  a  few  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Fund  by  Mrs.  Harrison,  who,  to  the  regret  of  all.  had  to  leave 
India  in  April  1918. 

Since  that  date  I  took  over  the  duties  of  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Fund,  and  have  carried  out  those  duties  up  to  April  1921.  The  subscrip- 
tion list,  for  sending  comforts  to  the  staff  overseas,  was  closed  on  the  1st 
January  1919,  but  with  the  balance  in  hand  I  was  able  to  continue  to 
send  comforts  to  some  of  the  overseas  Forces,  whenever  requisitioned  for, 
and  to  cater  for  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  Staff  attached  to  the  Khyber , 
Waziristan,  Baluchistan  and  East  Persian  Cordon  Forces  in  connection 
with  the  Afghan  War,  and  subsequent  operations  on  the  North  West 
Frontier.  Although  the  balance  of  funds  referred  to  above  was  expended 
in  March  1920,  and  my  final  report  submitted  in  that  month,  I  have 
continued  up  to  date  to  send  papers  and  periodicals  to  the  Forces  men- 
tioned above.  Also,  at  the  request  of  the  staff  on  the  Frontier  asking 
for  puddings,  etc.,  for  Xmas  1920,  I  was  obliged  to  reopen  the  Fund,  and 
make  another  demand,  on  the  staff  in  India  to  provide  those  comforts. 
Here  again  the  appeal  was  not  in  vain,  as  the  staff  responded  with  their 
previous  generosity. 

The  following  are  a  few  important  items  in  my  administration  of 
the  Fund,  as  regards  the  issue  of  comforts  to  our  overseas  staff. 

Shortly  after  taking  over  the  duties  of  Honorary  Secretary,  I  took 
steps  to  try  and  get  help  to  our  prisoners  of  war  in  Turkey  and  Asia 
Minor  and,  with  this  in  view,  and  seeing  that  postal  facilities  with  Turkey 
had  been  suspended,  I  approached  the  London  Committee  for  Prisoners 
of  War,  to  whom  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  wxas  sent,  with  the  result 
that  monetary  gifts  were  made  by  that  Committee  to  those  who  were 
traced. 
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In  April  1918  a  heavy  demand  was  made  by  the  staff  in  Egypt,  Aden, 

Islands  in  the  Red  Sea.  and  Bunder  Abbas  lor  summer  kit.  and  as  it 
would  have  taken  some  time  to  get  the  clothing  ready,  so  as  to  be  of 
any  use,  I  appealed  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Women's  Branch  War  and 
Relief*  Fund,  Bombay,  and  the  result  was  a  handsome  gift  of  all  require- 
ments which  enabled  me  to  comply  with  the  demand  in  hill.  For  this 
J  was  very  grateful. 

Another  very  heavy  demand  was  made  for  the  cold  weather  of  1918. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  cold  in  Mesopotamia  and  Northern  Persia,  576 
razai  sleeping  bags  were  asked  for,  for  the  postal  menial  staff.  The 
making  and  packing  of  these  entailed  heavy  work,  and  their  despatch 
was  hardly  completed,  when  a  telegram  was  received,  early  in  December, 
from  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Clarke,  Director-General  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs. 
who  was  on  tour  in  Mesopotamia,  asking  me  if  I  could  send  Xmas  com- 
forts to  the  staff,  if  funds  permitted.  It  happened  that  the  amount 
of  subscription  Rs.  11,507-7-6,  the  largest  since  the  inception  of  the  Fund. 
had  been  received  during  the  half  year  ending  31st  December  1918, 
and  it  was  therefore  possible  to  send  Xmas  puddings,  cakes,  and  crys- 
tallised fruit,  to  the  whole  of  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  Staff  not  only 
in  Mesopotamia  but  also  in  Persia,  a  total  of  1,200  men  in  all.  The  work 
was  very  heavy  in  complying  with  this  demand,  and  the  notice  given 
very  short,  if  the  comforts  were  to  reach  all  before  Xmas  Day.  I  am 
sure  those  who  generously  supplied  funds  for  the  above  heavy  demands 
will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  all  of  our  men  in  those  areas,  even  those 
in  out  of  the  way  places  beyond  Baghdad,  received  their  gifts  in  time, 
a  master-piece  of  postal  organization. 

I  started  an  innovation  during  the  half  year  ending  31st  December 
1918.  It  was  felt  that  our  staff  embarking  at  Bombay  found  it  difficult 
to  obtain  smokes  for  the  voyage.  So  it  was  decided  to  present  everyone 
going  over  seas  with  a  gift  of  cigarettes  or  bidis  before  embarking.  This 
entailed  very  heavy  work,  but  the  appreciation  of  the  men  more  than 
compensated  for  this. 

Early  in  December  1918,  those  who  had  been  prisoners  of  war  in 
Turkey  began  to  return  to  India  and  on  disembarking  these  were  met  by 
the  Honorary  Secretary,  who  presented  each  of  the  European  and  Anglo- 
Indian  staff,  as  a  token  of  goodwill  on  behalf  of  the  subscribers,  with  a 
silver  cigarette  case  with  their  monograms,  and  the  words  "  From  P  and 
T  Fund  "  inscribed  thereon  ;  and  each  of  the  Indian  Staff  with  a  present 
consisting  of  1  warm  shirt,  2  pairs  of  warm  socks,  1  pair  of  boots.  1  khaki 
handkerchief,  1  towel,  50  cigarettes  and  Rs.  10  in  cash.  After  the  return 
of  the  prisoners  of  war  to  India,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society  in  Egypt  returned  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  13  parcels  of  gifts 
(which  were  sent  by  Mrs.  Harrison  in  1917)  and  which  as  stated  before. 
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could  not  be  delivered  owing  to  the  suspension  of  postal  facilities  with 
Turkey.  I  distributed  some  of  these  parcels  to  the  persons  to  whom 
they  bad  originally  been  addressed. 

The  only  losses  of  parcels  broughl  to  notice  during  the  period  the 
fund  was  in  existence  were  10.000  cigarettes  in  October  1916,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Arabs,  and  a  gramophone  whirl;  was  -'-fit  to  the 
postal  staff  in  Mesopotamia  in  December  1017.  of  which  nothing  hao 
been  heard  of  to  date.  The  latter  was  a  serious  loss,  as  the  machine  was 
a  very  good  one. 

In  order  that  unnecessary  gifts  should  not  be  sent,  the   Honorary 

Secretaries  depended  on  the  Officers  Commanding,  the  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph lTnits  in  the  Field,  to  let  them  know  what  the  requirements  of  the 
staff  were  and  what  would  be  most  acceptable.  To  give  some  idea  of 
the  amount  of  work  that  had  to  be  done  by  Mrs.  Harrison  and  myself 
and  our  co-workers,  a  statement  is  appended  giving  a  list  of  the  more 
important  items  sent  to  the  staff  on  Field  Service.  These  are  only  a 
few  of  the  varied  assortment  of  comforts  sent. 

Another  statement  shows  the  financial  transaction  of  the  Fund  from 
which  it  will  be  observed  that  the  splendid  sum  of  Rs.  56,234-3-8  was 
subscribed  by  the  staff  in  India,  a  very  generous  gift  to  our  men  on 
Field  service,  and  one  which  shows  the  excellent  "  esprit  de  corps  '; 
that  exists  amongst  the  members  of  the  Department.  On  no  occasion 
throughout  the  period  that  the  Fund  has  been  in  existence  has  a  call 
for  subscriptions  and  gifts  in  kind  met  with  anything  but  prompt  and 
generous  response. 

Those  who  did  subscribe  must  be  very  gratified  at  the  repeated 
letters  of  appreciation  received  by  the  Honorary  Secretaries  from  their 
fellow  workers  on  Field  Service,  and  that  the  latter  also  appreciated  our 
work  is  evidenced  by  the  splendid  gift  of  Sultanabad  carpets  presented 
to  both  Mrs.  Harrison  and  myself  by  Col.  Sams,  CLE.,  I.C.S.,  Director 
of  Postal  Services,  Mesopotamia,  his  officers  and  men.  Again  that  our 
efforts  were  also  appreciated  by  the  Government  of  India  is  shown  by  the 
grant  of  the  Kaiser-i-Hind  Silver  Medal  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  and  the  men- 
tion of  my  name  in  the  Commander-in-Chief's  Despatches. 

It  must  be  a  source  of  pride  to  all  the  staff  of  the  Postal  and  Telegraph 
Department  that  our  services  have  been  recognised.  The  work  done 
was  very  hard  and  done  very  willingly,  the  sole  object  being  to  make 
the  lives  of  our  men  on  Field  Service  more  bearable. 

In  conclusion,  a  list  of  ail  those  who  were  co-workers  with  the 
Honorary  Secretaries  and  to  whom  our  best  thanks  are  also  due  is 
appended,  as  also  a  list  of  those  persons  who  so  very  kindly  sent  gifts 
in  kind  for  their  fellow-workers  on  Field  Service. 
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List  of  import' i»t  gifts  and  quantity  of  each  sent  by  the  Honorary  6>< 
to  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  Staff  overseas  from  L914  to  1919. 


Milk        

6,346 

Cigarettes 

77l.:)i  hi 

Sugar 

75 1 

Crystallised  fruit 

.  . 

2,512 

Tobacco 

1,26] 

Curry    Powder    . . 

.  . 

t,856 

Shirts 

.  . 

3,854 

Shorts 

.  • 

1,865 

Vests 

3,693 

Blankets 

.  .          . 

1,202 

Socks 

3,916 

Gloves 

833 

Handkerchiefs    . . 

1,645 

Towels 

.          •  .          • 

391 

Mufflers 

28£ 

Razai  Sleeping  hags 

.  . 

576 

Balaclava  caps  .  . 

645 

Soap 

.  . 

1.279 

Games 

Indian  (James 
Footballs 
Football  jerseys 
Leg-guards 

Hockey  sticks 

Cricket  bats  with  stumps  and  gauntlets,  etc. 

Tennis  bats  with  balls,  etc.    .  . 

Badminton  bats  net,  etc. 

Quoits 

Indian  clubs 

Fishing  tackle  with  reels,  spoons,  etc. 

Playing  cards 

Compendiums  of  games 

Pingpong 

Chess 

Draughts 

Ludo 

Dominoes 


tins. 


bs. 


pacl 


pairs 


bars. 


20 

11 

o 

doze. 

6 

24 

1 

set 

4 

8 

8 

6 

nairs. 

I 

seta. 

56 

packets 

5 

3 

dozs. 

11 

11 

>j 

6 

*  i 
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Musical    Instruments. 


( Gramophones 

Records  . . 

Harmoniums 

Flagolettes  and  .lows 

Violin 

Accordion 

Banjo 

Piano 

Burmese  Saung 

Chinese  banjo     . . 

Burmese  drum  . . 

Tuning    instrument 

Burmese  rlute     . . 

Indian  flutes 

Concertinas 

Sitars 

Tablas  (Drums) . . 

Patty  a  (Burmese) 

Castanets 


I  [arps 


2 

73 
3 
6    each. 


48 

2 

2 

2 

1     set. 
i 
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Financial  Statement — Post  and  Telegrapiis  Fund — 1914  to  1919. 

Period. 

Receipts. 

lv\|M'iiditure. 

Rs.     a.     p. 

1 

IN.     a.     p. 

Half-year  ending                     30-6-15.. 

• 

8,120  11     9 

5,910  11     9 

Do.                              30-12-15.. 

10,078  15     7 

3,746    6    3 

Do.                              30-6-16.. 

8,017     9     6 

8,456     4    0 

Do.                            31-12-16.. 

6,226     3    0 

12,500  13    3 

Do.                               30-6-17.. 

5,421  12     7 

6,091     0    0 

Do.                             3112-17.. 

4,330    4-  6 

2,950  L0    9 

Do.                               30-6-18.. 

2,531     3     3 

2,250     9    0 

Do.                              31-12-18.. 
Total 

11,507     7     6 

!».134  15    0 

56,234     3     8 

51,070     6    0 

Balance 

51,070     6     0 

5,163  13     81 

N.B. — The  balance  of  Rs.  5,163-13-8  was  expended  in  Bending  com- 
forts to  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  stair"  in  thd  Khyber,  Wazi- 
ristan,  Baluchistan  and  East  Persian  Cordon  Fort 

Names  of  those  who  so  kindly  </ave  help  to  Mrs.  Harrison  <m<l 


Mrs.   Coode 

..     Sutherland 

Mrs.  Sharpe. 

Misses    Murphy. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Figueredo 

..     Murtrie 

Mr.  Doran. 

..     Babington. 

„    Pilkington. 

..    Hopkins 

Stowell. 
Vaughan 
..     Rodrigues. 

,,    Vaughan. 
Capt.  Love. 
Mr.  Sultan  Chinoy. 
B.  Gome-. 

.,    Rowe. 

. .     I )  i 

..     Rehill. 

,,    Knambatta. 

20 
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Names  of  those  who  kindly  presented  gifts  to  the  Fund. 


Lady  ()*l)\\ yer.  Rai 

Maharaja  of  Tehri.  Mr. 
Honorary  Secretary,  Women's  Branch  „ 
War  and   Relief  Fund,  Bombay.      „ 

General  Superintendent,  Eastern  „ 

Telegraph  Cable  Co.  ,, 
Messrs.   Whiteaway  Laidlaw,  Bombay.,, 

Mr.  Searchfield.  ,, 

Col.  Rennick.  ,, 
Mr.  Polo  Ram. 

Ramachandra  Dhimsary.  ,, 

Pinto.  „ 

B.  Sant  Lai.  „ 

Khamosh.  ,, 

L.  Gopi  Chand.  ,, 

Sher  Swamy  Tunj.  ,, 

Mohamed  Hussain.  „ 

B.  Raj  Bahadur.  „ 

Arjun  Singh.  „ 

Pandit  Mandhar  Nath.  „ 

Rai  Sahib  Mangal  Sain.  ,, 


Sahib  Murlidhar. 
Latafat  Hussain. 
M.   I!.  Avad. 

Mathura  Lai. 
R.  G.  Walker. 

Ramgopal. 
J.  P.  Sharma. 

Ram  Ratan. 

Khazan  Singh. 

L.  Haveli  Ram. 

Lakhpat  Ram. 

Syed  Akbhar  Hussain. 

V.  R.  Babady. 

Sheo  Shanker  Tiwari. 

Shuja-ud-din. 

Kaluram. 

Thomas  (Shwebo) 

Kundan  Lai  Basi. 

Ramnath  Vaidya. 

N.  D.  Mudlokar. 

Jaichunden. 


When  Mrs.  Sharpe  left  Bombay   in   1921    Mrs.  Buckner  undertook 
her  duties  up  to  April  1922.     Ed. 


CHAPTER  XXIII, 
EXPERIENTIA   DOGET. 

By  the  Editor- 

propose  to  enumerate  here  briefly  those  lessons  which  the  War  has 
taught  the  Postal  Service.  The  detailed  application  must  be  left  for 
subsequent  action. 

(a)  The  Postal  Manual  War  is  in  need  of  general  revision  in 
nearly  every  para.  It  is  quite  out  of  date.  In  my  report 
to  the  D.G.  I  recommended  as  D.  P.  S.  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  small  committee  with  which  a  similar 
committee  for  the  Telegraphs  should  be  in  close  touch. 

(6)  The  Postal  service  has  all  along  been  under  the  '  Q  '  branch 
of  the  G.H.Q.  while  the  Telegraphs  were  under  the  Signal 
Oificer-in-Chief.  I  always  had  the  utmost  help  and 
support  from  the  D.Q.M.G.  and  his  staff,  and  owini:  to  the 
close  personal  touch  between  Col.  Bagshawe,  Director  of 
Telegraphs  and  myself  in  Mesopotamia  there  was  never  the 
slightest  want  of  co-operation  between  the  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph  Services.  An  advantage  of  the  Postal  Service  being 
under  the  'Q'  branch  was  that  this  branch  controls  transport 
on  which  our  service  so  much  depends.  But  there  was 
undoubtedly  a  certain  amount  of  overlapping  of  work 
whiqh  might  have  been  avoided  had  both  these  services 
been  controlled  by  one  Branch  of  G.  H.  Q.  It  is  for 
consideration  whether  in  future  campaigns  both  the  Postal 
and  Telegraph  services  should  not  come  under  one  Branch. 
This  is  a  matter  which,  I  think,  should  be  taken  up  by  the 
suggested  committee. 

(c)  There  should  be  no  such  thing  as  'Relative  Rank'.  Directly 
the  order  to  mobilise  is  given,  Postal  officers  should  be  imme- 
diately granted  commissions  (R.E.  or  otherwise)  in  accord- 
ance with  their  standing  in  the  Department  and  with  their 
duties  in  the  field.  They  should  have  exactly  the  same  duties, 
privileges  and  pay  as  officers  holding  similar  commissions 
and  there  should  be  no  reservations  whatever  that  conces- 
sions which  are  made  to  other  military  officers  should  be 
deemed  to  be  inapplicable  or  only  partially  applicable  to  postal 
officers.     It  is  unfair  and  humiliating  to  the  latter. 

(d)  Similarly  other  ranks  should  on  mobilization  be  immediately 
given  military  rank  in 'accordance  with  their  status  in  the 
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Department  and  they  should  in  all  cases  be  i  treated  a  soldiers 
with  all  their  rights  and  duties.  Promotion  should  be  ^iven 
in  the  field  in  accordance  with  a  wax  establishment  which 
should  be  determined  on  ;i  sliding  scale  proportionate  to  the 
number  of  the  personnel  required  from  tunc  to  time  Such  a 
scale  would  still  give  the  D.P.S.  freedom  in  increasing  his 
staff  as  he  requires  without  having  perpetually  to  apply- 
to  the  A.G.'s  Branch  G.H.Q.,  lor  sanction. 

(e)  T.A.  in  Field  Service  should  be  abolished.  It  bae  often  been 
abused,  it  is  an  anomaly  and  is  the  cause  of  much  quite  un- 
necessary trouble  and  work. 

(/)  A  regular  Army  Postal  Service  should  be  formed  in  India  in 
peace  time  with  mobile  post  offices  attached  to  Head- Quarters 
of  each  Army,  each  Division  and  each  Brigade  to  move  bodily 
with  the  Army  Division  or  Brigade  on  transfer,  manoeuvres 
or  on  mobilization.  The  personnel  of  such  service  should,  if 
possible,  be  on  a  military  footing  with  military  rank  and  should 
draw  some  special  allowance  as  reservists.  The  personnel  would 
consist  of  volunteers  for  field  service  and  ^  ould  be  reinforced 
by  volunteers.  In  peace  time,  they  would  do  the  ordinary 
postal  work  of  the  Army  Division  or  Brigade  H.Q.  in  the  post 
town  where  such  head  quarters  are  quartered.  I  strongly  re- 
commend that  a  scheme  be  worked  out  on  these  lines. 

(g)  If  the  army  in  the  field  demands  an  efficient  postal  service, 
it  is  imperative  that  that  service  should  have  its  own 
transport  attached  to  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  medical  services, 
and  that  the  allotted  transport  should  not  lie  liable  to  aliena- 
tion. This  is  not  only  important  ;  it  is  vital  not  only  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  Postal  Service  but  for  the  well-being  and 
morale  of  all  ranks.  This  fact  has,  I  think,  been  recognised 
by  every  General  Officer  in  every  Force  during  the  Great 
War. 

(h)  A  R.L.O.  should  in  future  be  considered  an  integral  part  of 
a  Base  Post  Office  and  whether  large  or  small  it  should  be  run 
on  the  lines  similar  to  those  in  force  in  the  M.E.F.  A  para, 
regarding  the  R.L.O.  should  be  inserted  in  the  Postal  Manual 
War. 

(i)  When  conditions  permit,  delivery  by  postmen  should  be  pres- 
cribed for  Field  Service  to  supplement  delivery  by  Postal 
Orderlies. 

(j)  Out  of  the  total  1,755  '  Other  Ranks',  who  have  worked  in  the 
M.E.F.  since  September  1917  when  I  took  over  charge,  236,  i.e., 
12  per  cent,  have  been  recommended  for   special   promotion. 
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The  question  of  special  promotion  is  difficult..  In  the  first 
place  the  system  Is  unfair.  It  rewards  those  who  have 
done  good  service  m  the  field,  not  at  the  expense  of  Govern- 
ment hut  at  the  expense  of  probably  equally  deserving  men 
in  India.  Then  there  hag  been  no  uniformity  of  system  in 
the  different  Circles  nor  often  in  the  same  Circle  in  similar 
cases. 

It  is  not  easy  to  keep  down  the  number  of  recommen- 
dations. Some  men  have  claims  owing  to  their  long  service 
and  dogged  determination  to  sec  things  through.  The 
claims  for  good  work  are  many  and  insistent  on  Field  Service 
where  comparatively  junior  men  have  found  themselves  in 
responsible  positions  and  done  extremely  well,  and  where 
the  nature  of  Field  Service  brings  ou1  strongly  the  good 
qualities  of  Individuals.  The  D.P.S.  doc-  not  want  to 
Leave  out  deserving  cases  recommended  to  him  by  his  I)  Ds 
P.  S.  or  by  a  General  Officer  ( Commanding. 

Looking  at  the  percentage  given  above  I  do  no1  think  that  there- 
commendations  for  special  promotion  have  been  excessive.  Bui  I  am 
certain  that  the  system  is  unjust  and  I  recommend  that,  in  any 
future  campaign,  only  those  Other  Ranks  should  be  rewarded  who 
are  either  mentioned  in  despatches  or  receive  an  honour  or  reward  and 
that  the  recompense  should  not  be  special  promotion  but  a  cash  bonus 
of  two  months  pay  and  field  allowances  for  each  time  a  man  is  mentioned 
in  despatches  or  receives  an  honour  or  reward. 

II.  A.  S. 

This  was  written  in    l(.>*_!0.     Since  then — 

(a)  is  about  to  be  revised. 

(<■)  proposed  to  be  abolished. 

(d)  is  under  discussion  between  D.  Gr.  &  Army  li.  Q, 

(e)  proposed  to  be  abolished. 

(/)     turned  down  on  the  score  of  expense    but    may   be    revised 

when  better  times  come. 
(g)     proprosed  to    take    postal    requirements  into    account,   but 

not  definitely  to  lock  up  transport  for  the    Postal  Service. 
(h)     is  being  considered. 
{j)     already  abolished. 

II.  Au S.— 7-6-22. 
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APPENDIX   I. 

Roll   <>j    Honour. 


Rank  and  Name 


Captain  \V.  < '.  Dennehy    . . 
Oapt.  II,   Greene  (R.E.)   . . 

U,  0.  I).  Binjham 

Lieut.  E.  G.  Sullard 

Li,  II.  B.  Dwyer    .. 

2nd.  Lieut.  E.  M.  Graham 

2nd.  Lieut.  E.  ft.  J)oran     .  . 

Asst.  Commissary  ft.  C.  Collett 

Asstt.  Commissary  A.  M.  De  Raj 

Asstt.  Commissary  B.  C.  Gonsalves 

Asst.  Commissary  J.  ft.  Nadder 

Sub  Condr.  Cowasji 

Meherwanji  Supariwala     . . 

Sub-Condr.  W.  P.  Cecil     . . 

Sub-Condr.  J.  M.  D'Costa 

Sub-Condr.  R.  D'Silva      . . 

Sub-Condr.  S.  Gritton 

Sub-Condr.  C.  E.  Mc  Leavy 

Sub-Condr.  B.  A.  Rodgers 

Sub-Condr.  H.  W.  Sutherland 

Sergt.  J.  Anchan 

Sergt.  T.  V.  D'Eremao      . . 

Sergt.  G.  N.  Fanshaw 

Pte.  (lst-4th  London  Regt).  H.C.Hebberd 

Sergt.  Silver  Menezes 

Sergt.  M.  Michael 

Sergt.  Abio  Patty 

Sergt.  J.  Rowland 

Sergt.  T.  I.  Theopthelus  . . 

Sergt.  A.  E.  Wymss 

Narendra  Nath  Mukerji    . . 

R.  Rangasawamy  Naidoo 

Subadur  Basudeb  Ghosk 

Subadur  Lala  Nihal  Chand 

Jamadar  A.  K.  Basu 

Jamadar  Alimuddin 

Jamadar  B.  Munuswamy  Naidu 

Jamadar  B.  N.  Roy 

Jamadar  Dasu  Ram 

Jamadar  Gur  Dutt  Mull  . . 

Jamadar  Jan  Mahamed    . . 

Jamadar  Lodi  Ram 

Jamadar  M.  D.  Sagayam 

Jamadar  Mohamad  Shaffii 

Jamadar  Narayan  Annaji  Pandit 

Jamadar  P.  Nanthappa  Mudaliar 

Jamadar  Sasi  Mohan  Das 

Jamadar  S.  L.  Chakrabarti 

Jamadar  S.  L.  Maduranaygam 

Jamadar  Sikandar  Khan 

Jamadar  Shaikh  Amir 


M.K.F. 

British  Mission  E 

in  Soul  h   Pel 


I. 

E. 

i         A  " 

1. 

E. 

F.  "  1).  " 

1. 

E. 

:       A " 

Aden  Field  Force 
M.  E.F. 

Aden  Field  Force 
M.  E.  F. 


A" 


I.  E.  F. ' 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

I.  E.  F.  "  A" 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

II  M.  E.  F.      . . 

M.  E.  F. 

Civil  P.  0.  Iraq 

Civil  P.  O.  Iraq 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Field  Armv  India 

M.  E.  F. 

Field  Army  India 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

Field  Army  India 

M.  E.  F. 

Force  in  East  Persia 

I.  E.  F.  "  A.  " 


ol  deal  h. 


22     7     L917. 

21      0      1918. 


1— 8     L915. 
14—4     1916. 
10     L917. 


28- -8-     I!)  is. 

3—  Hi     1918. 

II     12     1915. 

30—7—1918. 


17    -3—1915. 

24— 12— l«H!). 

28—11—1919. 

6—6—1918 

5—10—1918. 
17—11—1915. 

2—12—1918. 

14—5—1916. 

27—8—1919. 

ff— 12— 1920. 

7_7_1919. 

1—7—1916. 

27—2—1918. 

11—3—1918. 

15—5—1919. 

27—7—1916. 
9—9—1916. 

15—7—1919. 
2—1—1921. 

30—9—1920. 
22—12—1917. 

28—8—1915. 
30—11—1917. 

30—5—1916. 
17—12—1916. 
28—11—1920. 
17—10—1918. 
11—10—1916. 

3—11—1916. 
7—7—1920. 

20—7—1917. 

29—5—1919. 
24—11—1915. 

27—9—1918. 

29—4—1919. 

14—6—1919. 
6—9—1917. 

23—1—1917. 

24—1—1917. 
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Rank  and  Name. 


Force. 


ol  death. 


Jamadar  Sita]  Chandra  Haveldar 

Jamadai  S.  Subramaniyar 

Jamadai  Syed  Ah  hum  I 

Jamadar  Yeshwanl  Pandurang 

Havildar  Abdul  Subhan  1 1 

Havildar  Alim  Khan 

Havildar  Amulya  Pathan  Roj  Chou- 

dhury. 
Havildar  Babu  Parshotam  Ram 
Havildar  Barkat  Ali 
Havildar  BasudcM 
Havildar  D.  K.  Panday    .. 
Havildar  Daniel  Annasawmy 
Havildar  D.  R.  Chivati 
Havildar  M.  D'Silva 
Havildar  Fateh  Muhammad 
Ha  vildai  Fazal  Rahman 
Havildar  Ghulam  Din 
Havildar  Govindas  Dhordiraj  Elkenkar 
Havildar  Hans  Raj 
Havildar  Har  Govind  Manishankar  Dave 
Jlavildar  Harichand 
Havildar  J.  N.  Nandi 
Havildar  Jatindra  Nath  Mukerji 
Havildar  K.  Purushottam  Mudaliar 
Havildar  K.  A.  Govindan  Nail   .. 
Havildar  Kali  Kanta  Falun 
Havildar  Karam  Chand 
Havildar  M.  S.  Karma  kar 
Havildar  M.  Mahomed  Ebrahim 
Havildar  Monindra  Nath  Paramanik 


Havildar  Munnalal 
Havildar  Munnalal 
Havildar  Nagendra  Mohan  Sahiri 
Havildar  Nazirulla  Muzumdar 
Jlavildar  P.  R.  Shrinivasrao 
Havildar  Ram  Chandra  Sarma    . 
Havildar  Ram  Lai 
Havildar  Ramrup  Singh 
Havildar  S.  Narsing  Rao 
Havildar  Satis  h  Chandra  Chatterj 
Havildar  Shaikh  Abdulla 
Havildar  Sundar  Singh     .  . 
Havildar  Syed  Zahiruddin 
Havildar  Subodh  Kumar  Guha 
Havildar  T.  Subba  Rao    .  . 
Havildar  N.  M.  Mandronia 
Havildar  W.  M.  L.  Bout  . . 
Naik  Mohd.  Zaman 
Follower  A.  C.  Dutta 
Follower  A.  C.  Barna 
Follower  Abdul  Sattar  No.  1 
Follower  Alladiya 
Follower  Amir  Bakhsh 
Follower  Asfand  Yat 
Follower  Bechar     . . 


Field  A i  in \   India 
A.I,  i,  F.  F.       .. 
Field  Army  India 
Sohoni  M.F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
I.  F.  F.  •  A" 
M.  F.  F. 

I.  F.  F.  •'  A" 

Bushire  Force 

M.  E.  F. 

Field  Army  India 

M .  F.  P. 

Field  Army  India 

M.  F.  F. 

Field  Army  India 

M.  E.  F.  .. 

M.  E.  F. 

Field  Armv  India 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

F.  A.   F.  F.      .. 

M.  I-:.  F. 

.M.  F.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F.      . . 

M.  F.  F. 

M    F.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

British  Mission  Escort 

in  South  Persia. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
.M.  F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
Force  in  East  Persia. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 

Field  Army  India 
Field  Army  India 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
E.  P.  Cordon 
M.  E.  F. 

Field  Armv  India 
M.  E.  F.  . . 


2    8-    1919. 

14-  4  l'.n'l. 
21—11—1919. 
11—11—1919. 

8— 10— Hi  Iv 
20— li>  1918. 
30— 10—  lit  Hi. 

i>7     2     L915. 
1—12     L919. 

_'     I J     l«.il«.». 

17—1—1920. 

24—Ki     L919. 

9-7     L919. 

i  J     L917. 

L5     >i     Ft  l'.». 

9— 1<»     1918. 

17— 6—  191 «.  i. 

20—6—1919. 
1—8—1916. 

II  9—1919. 
30—11—1919. 

17^    6-    L919. 

29—11—1918. 

12—11—1918. 

2     1—1918. 

20—3—1918. 

10—3—1917. 

27—9—1918. 

24—7—1919. 

22—9—1918. 

15—11—1919. 
28—4—1920. 

9—9—1917. 
8—6—1920. 

16—12—1919. 
8—7—1919. 

28-7     L919. 

18—9—1917. 

28— 9— 19  is. 

14—9—1917. 
23— 10— 191  s. 

11—1—1920. 

12—7—1917. 

22— 1— 19L(<». 

1—10—1918. 

11— 7— lit  Hi. 

1—12—1919. 

11—6—1919. 
2—5—1918. 
1—5—1918. 

13—7—1918. 
10—11—1919. 

25—7—1918. 
28—11—1920. 

24—1—1918- 
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Follower  Bahadur  Ali 
Follower  Ba  anl  Singh 
Follower  Ba  hit  Ahmad    . . 
Follower  Ba  bei   Mendonca 
Follower  Bazkhan 
Follower  Bhagwan  Das    . . 

Follower  Bhima  Pratap    . . 
Follower  Budh  Ram  Kumar 
Follower  Battala] 

Follower  Chima  Manji 

Follower  Chiragh  Ali 

Follower  Chattrapat  Singh  Bhagawan 

Singh. 
Follower  Ohhagoo  Ram 
Follower  Dashrath  (jhimnaji  Shiwarkar 
Follower  Daya  Nand 
Follower  Deo  Narayan  Lai 
Follower  Deoji  Cook 
Follower  Dhanbir 
Follower  Dharam  Dass 
Follower  Dina 
lollower  Dina  Bulakhi 
Follower  Fakir  Bapu 
.'[follower  Fakir  Hussain 
Follower  Girdhari  Lai 
Follower  Ghaman  Singh 
Follower  Gokal  Chand 
Follower  Gopal  Babaji 
Follower  Gopal  Singh 
1*  ollower  Ghulam  Mohammad 
Follower  Ghulam  Mujadad 
Follower  Govinden 
Follower  Guman  Singh 
Follower  Gulab-bhai  Haribhai    . . 
Follower  Gurdit  Singh 
Follower  Hari  Govind 
Follower  Hari  Kuber 
Follower  Harlal 
Follower  Ibrahimali 
Follower  Indra  Kumar  Malakar 
Follower  Jaga  Haja 
Follower  Jetha  Singh 
Follower  Jhande  Khan  Dawood  Khan  . 
Follower  Jiwa  Bhika 
Follower  Francis  John 
Follower  Kadar  Baksh 
Follower  Kali  Charan  Singh 
Follower  Kanji  Ganpat 
Follower  Karsan  Guman 
Follower  Khusal  Hema 
Follower  Khuraysing 
Follower  K.  Kuttam  Pillai 
Follower  K.  M.  Joseph  Das 
Follower  Lachman  Dass 
Follower  Lachman  Sing 
Follower  Lakhs  Vasta 


M.  Iv  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

I.  B.  F.  "  B.  " 

M.  E.  I 

(  Bril  i  -li  Mission  Jvs- 

corl  in  South  I  ■ 
m.  i •;.  F 

M     I.    I 
M.  E.  I 

M.  E.  F 

E  ield  Army  India 

M.  iv  E 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F, 

M.  E.  F 

I.  E.  F.  "  D.  " 

E.  A.  E.  F 

L  E.  F.  "  A  '■'■ 

M.  E.  F 

E.  A.  E.  F 

E.  A.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

E.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 
Base  H. 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

Force  in  East  Persia .  . 

E.  A.  E.  F 

E.  A.  E.  F.      .". 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F. 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F.      . . 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

M.  E.  F 

Salonika  Expdy.  Force 

E.  E.  F 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 

M.  E.  F 


I      II      L920. 

I      L2     1916. 

L2     l<>     L918. 

8    5     1915. 

6     8     L920. 

30—11—1918. 

29  5  1917. 
14—12—1916. 

19— 12—  J  9 I  7. 
24—10     L918. 

13—7—1920. 

19-^6—1916. 

5—7—101!). 

14—8—101.1. 

1—10—1918. 

3—10—1918. 

21—9—1915. 
13— 10— MM  7. 

20—4—1918. 
19—12—1918. 

28— i— 1915. 
29—11—1918. 

25—3—1918. 
4—3—1918. 

26—8—1917. 

12—2—1919. 
27—11—1919. 

27—1—1920. 

22—8—1918. 

15—3—1919. 
14—10—1917. 
31—10—1910. 

21—9—1916. 

22—12—1919. 

15—11—1918. 

8—2—1917. 

8—10—1919. 

19—7—1916. 

6—10—1918. 

31—7—1915. 

17—11—1915. 

4—7—1916. 

27—11—1918. 

14—2—1917. 

26—3—1916. 
7—4—1919. 

31—8—1916. 

15—8—1917. 
3—8—1919. 
5—3—1920. 

19—5—1918. 
26—10—1918. 

20—9—1920. 

28—5—1920. 

17—3—1918. 
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Rank  and  Name. 


Force 


Date  ol  •; 


Follower  LaJ  ( 'hand 

Follower  Laxmao  Narayan  Jadl 

Follower  Lai  .Mohamad 

Follower  BCahadeo  Babajj 

Follower  Mali  boob  Sharif! 

Follower  B&abmud  Khan  . . 

Follower  Mallich  Sherali.. 

Follower  ACangal  Singh 

Follower  Bfangoo  sweeper 

Follower  .Manik 

Follower  MaqsudAli  Shah 

Follower  Ma  in 

Follower  Mohamad 

Follower  .»->'    S  tiim 

Follower  Mohamad  Qmars-o  Abdulla 

Follower  Mohmed  Khan 

Follower  Mohanji  Sadaji 

Follower  Mohan  Lall  Dayaram   . . 

Follower  Moniiii  Khan 

Follower  Makhtar  Singh 

Follower  Mula  Maga 

Follower  Narayan 

Follower  Xathu  Karimdad 

Follower  Nawani  Appalasami 

Follower  Nazir  Khan 

Follower  Pola  Khan 

Follower  Prabh  Dayal 

Follower  Had  hey  Lai 

Follower  Ram  Dayal 

Follower  Ramdis 

Follower  Ram  Klioda 

Follower  R.  Kanaka  Sabhapal  \ 

Follower  Ram  Prasad  Tiwarj      . . 
Follower  Kaushan  Din 

Follower  [Jttam  Singh 

Follower  Sada  Gala 
Follower  ISarad  Chand 
Follower  Satish  Chandra  j)ey 
Follower  Shah  Mohamad 

Follower  Sher  Baz 

Follower  Sher  Singh 

Follower  Sherdin  Mehr  Din 

Follower  Lawrence  Silva 

Follower  Sri  Ram 

Follower  Surendra  Nath.  Gangoly 

Follower  T.  B.  Laxmanan 

Follower  Tajud  Din 

Follower  Tej  Mohamed 

Follower  Tej  ram  Nathram 

Follower  Thangarloo  Musmoney. . 

Follower  Tiina 

Follower  Toni  Buda 

Follower  T.  S,  ( tovindaaawmi  Pillai 

Follower  Venkat  Ram  Naidu 


Bl  F.  F 

M.  B.  I  . 

E.  A.  E.  F 

Bl  F.  F 

Bl  i-:.  F . 

Field  Arni\    India 

Bl  i-:.  i- 

Bl  E.  F 

Shiraz  Base  F. 

\1.  E.  F. 

Bl  E.  I ■' 

Field    \i -in \    India 
Salonika  F\pd\ .  Force 
I".  A.  E.  F 

E.  A.  E.  F.      .. 

I.  F.  I  .  E 

Bl  K.  F 

Bl  F.  F. 

Field  Army  India. 

Bl  F.  1- 

Bl  E.  F 

M.  E.  F. 

Bl  E.  F. 

Bl  F.  F. 

Field  Army  India 

M.    E.  F.  . . 

-M.  E.  F. 

Bl  F.  F. 

I.  E.  F.    •  A  " 

Bl  E.  F. 

F.  E.  F, 
Bl  E.  F. 
Bl  E.  F. 
E.  A.  E.  F.  . . 
Bl  I ■:.  F. 
Bl  E.  F. 
I.  E.  F.  -A" 
Bl  E.  F. 
Bl  E.  !•'. 
Bl  E.  F. 
E.  F.  F. 
Bl.  F.  F. 
Bl  F.  I- . 

.  F. 
E.  E.  F. 
Bl  F.  F. 
I.  E.  F.  "  A  M 
Field  Army  India 
Bl  E.  F. 
Bl  E.  F. 

Field  Arm}-  India 
M.  E.  F.  . . 

M.  E.  F. 
E.  E.  F. 


L2     LO     L918. 

:;i  :  L915. 
3—1—1919. 

i:>     8     1919. 

21  9  1918. 
-  *  —11 — 1«H  • 

4—10—1919. 
24—12—1918. 
2  ft— 11— 1918. 

,s  g  1920. 
21—11—1916. 

-    -11— J! • 

5—10—1918. 

7 — 4—1 
11-  4      lillT 
16—10—1918. 
3—2—1917. 
I  I     6 

L8— 6— 1919. 
10—i'     1920. 
6-  3      I 
31      10     L918. 

20  5  1918. 
14 — 6 — 1918. 

11-  L2— 1920. 
14 — 10—  L917, 

21  !»  L915. 
26  8  litis. 
19— 1—1  !> I  7. 
23     l      L920 

23— 10— 19  Is. 

12—0-  L919. 

21     2     L921. 

31—5—1917. 

7     L0     L919. 

I!)     I      1917. 

I-'  -11—1915. 

16—1—1918. 

4    8     1916. 

-11—1919. 

14  -H—1914. 

13—2—1919. 

23—7—1918. 

10—2—1919. 

17—9—1917. 

l»     12     1919. 

23—7—1917. 

22—5—1919. 

18—10—1919. 

21— 2— 1916. 

8—2—1921. 

1—0—1919. 

26—4—1918. 

(Not  known) 
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APPENDIX   II 
Honours  and  Rewards. 


I  lank  and  A'atm 


Honoui  or  I' 


Hon'ble  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  C.S.I.,  O.B.E.,    I 

Capt.  T.  J  Daintith 

Li.  Col.  K.  A.  Appleby 

Lt.-Col.  A.  E.  Hughes  .. 

Lt.-Col.  11.  S.  II.  Pilkington    .. 

Lt.-Col.  II.  A.  Sams,  [.C.S.,  R.E 

Lt.-Col.  S.  C.  Sinclair 

Lt.-Col.  W.  A.  Smith,   I.A.R.O. 

Major  C.  .1.  E.  Clerici,  I  My     .. 

Major  J.  H.  Owens,    R.  E. 

Mr.  H.  N.  Hutchinson,    I.C.S. 

T.  Major  Alfred  Angelo,  R.E. 

Major  C.  J.  F.  Kilman 

Mr.  D.  J.  Murtrie    I.S.O. 

Major  C.  Probyn  Smith,  R.E 

Capt.  J.  S.  JBuckncr,    R.E. 

Capt.  G.  W.  Love,  I.A.R.O. 

Capt.  M.  A.  P.  Sullivan 

Capt.  E.  B.  Thomson,   R.E. 

Lt.  A.  E.  Azevedo,    R.E. 

Lt.  J.  E.  Davison,    R.E. 

Lt.  H.  C.  Eccleston,  R.E. 

Lt.  J.  Ferguson,   R.E. 

Lt.  H.  H.  Hebberd,    R.E. 

Lt.  K.  C.  Sen,   R.E. 

Lt.  R.  W.  Spear,  R.E. 

Lt.  Sujat  Ali,  R.E. 

Rai  Bahadur  Akshay  Bhusan  Ganguly 

Mr.  J.  Fisher-Rodericks 

Mr.  A  J.  L.  Gonet 

Mr.  S.  H.  Glackan 

Mr.  F.  J.  Loughlin 

Mr.  G.  E.  W.  Quinn      . . 

Mr.  A.  F.  Slater 

Mr.  L.  A.  T.  Anthony  .  . 

Mr.  A.  B.  Cutting 

Mr.  H.  Gahru 

Mr.  A.  D.  Gonsalves      . . 

Mr.  W.  W.  Homer 

Mr.  E.  E.  Lovejoy 

Mr.  M.  D.  Murtrie 

Mr.  H.  V.  H.  Roberts   . . 

Mr.  A.  Paul 

Mr.  A.  S.  Pusey 

Mr.  G.  F.  Gonsalves      . . 

Mr.  C.  G.  Rebello 

Mr.  A.  W.  Vernem 

Mr.  J.  R.  Warden 

Mr.  Abdul  Aziz 

Mr.  Abdul  Karim 

Mr.  Bindra  Ban 

Mr.  Bishan  Das 

Khan  Sahib  Faquir  Hussain 


0.  B.  E 

Military  <  ro< 

Brevet  Lt.-Col,  0.  B    E. 

'     I    E 

c!  I  i:'.  M.  V.  0. 

C.I.  E. 

M.  B.  E.. 

0.  B.  B.  [Wazirisl 

C.  I.  E.,  0.  B.  E. 

C.  I.  E.  M.  B.  I-;.. 

0    B.   E. 

0.  B.  E. 

0.   B.   E. 

0.  B.  E.  (In  India) 
M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E.  (In  India). 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B  E. 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E.     (In  India.) 

M.  B.  E.     (In  India.) 

M.  B.  E.     (In  India.) 

M.  B.  E.       (In  India.) 

M.  B.  E. 

M.  B.  E.     (In  India.) 

M.  B.  E.     (In  India.) 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.CS.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

M.  S.  Medal. 

1.  D.  S.  M. 
I.  D.  S.  M. 
I.  D.  S.  M. 
I.  D.  S.  M. 
I.  D.  S.  M. 

I.  D.  S.  M,  Khan  Saheb. 
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Rank  and  Name. 


Honour  or  Reward. 


Mi-,  R.  K.  Gossaio 

Mr.  Muxaffar  Ahmad 

Mr.  J.  S.  Nadder 

Mr.  Promode  Kumar  <  rhosh     . . 

Mr.  Raj  Rup  Lai 

Mr.  Shah  (Ihafur  Khan 

Khan  Sahib  Nabi  Bakah 

Khan  Sahib  P.  M..  Baliwala,  Mi-try  Treasurer 

Khan  Sahib  K.  S.  Surti 

Rao  Sahib  Bhagwanl  Ramchandra  (  hawari 

Rao  Sahib  K.  S.  Srinivasa  [yengar 

Rao  Sahib  Y.  M.  Joshi 

Rao  Sahib  N.  I'>.  Shintre 

Rai  Sahib  Eukumal  Raj 

Rai  Saheb  [qba]  Nath  . . 

Rai  Saheb  Janl  i  Pershad 

Rai  Sahib  Kanshi  Ram 

Raj  Sahib  Jij  a  Lai 

Maung  Ba  Then 

Maung  E.  Maung 

Maung  Thien 

Rai  Sahib  Moti  Ram 

Rai  Sahib  Ramchandra  Brijma] 

Rai  Sa  hi  I)  K.  (  .  Chowdhury    .. 

Sirdar  Sahib  Jewahir  Singh  Sahni 

Rai  Sahib  Naubhat  Rai 

I!  u  Sahib  Pundil  Manohar  Xath  Razdan 


I.J*.  S.  M. 

I.  J).  S.  M. 

I.  I).  S.  M. 

I.  J),  s.  M. 

I.J),  s.  M. 

I.  I).  S.  M. 

Khan  Sahib. 

Khan  Sahib. 

Khan  Sahib. 

Rao  Sahib. 

Rao  Sahib. 

Rao  Sahib  (In  India). 

Rao  Sahib  (In  India). 

Rao  Sahib. 

Rai  Sabib. 

Raj  Sahib. 

Raj  Sahib. 

Ilai  Sahib. 

Ah  in  in  I  an  (Jaung  Tizoik  Ya  Mm. 

Ahnindaii  GaungTizeik  Ya  Min. 

Ahiiiiidan  GaungTizeik  Ya  Min 

Raj  Sahib. 
Rai  Sahib. 
Rai  Sahib. 
Sardar  Sahib. 

Rai  Sahib  (In   India.) 
Rai  Sahib  (In  India.  | 
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APPENDIX  III. 

Mentions  in  Despatches. 


Name  and   Rank, 


Unit. 


Mention  . 


Lt.-Col.  K.  A.  Appleby, 
0.   15.   E. 


Lieut. -Colonel  H.  S.  H. 

Pilkington,  M.  V.  O., 

C.  I.  E. 
Lt.-Col.  A.  J.  Hughes, 

C.  I.  E.,  O.  B.  E. 


Lt-Col  C.  F.  G.  Quilter 


Lt.-Col.  H.  A.  Sams,C.I.E. 
I.  C.  S. 


Lt.-Col.  A.  B.  Thompson. 


Lt.-Col.  E.  B.  Thompson, 
M.  B.  E. 


Tern.  Lt.-Col.  W.  A.  Smith, 
I.  A.  R  0. 


Bast  Africa 


Force  "  A  " 

E.  E.  F.,  M.  E.F. 


Bushire  Force 


Force  M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


Waziristan 


(1)  "  London  Gazette/1  dated  30-6-16, 

I  *  . I      -I'."   by  Lt.-Genera]  Smutl  . 

(2)  5th  Supplement  to  "London  Gara 

dated    4-2-19.  .  Bast    African     I. 
peditionary  Force. 

(1)  "London    Gazette,"   dated    22-6-15, 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  ". 

(1)  "London  Gazette,"  dated  20-6-16, 

E.E.F.,  by  Sir  Archibald    Murray. 

(2)  Mentioned  by    Lt. -General  Sir  Scan- 

ley  Maude,  K.  C.  B.,  Command  r 
in-Chief,  M.  E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  2-11-17. 

(1)  "Gazette  of  India"  dated  1.3-3-20  for 
services  in  Bushire  Force  from 
1-4-18  to  31-3-19. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-Genl.  Sir  Stanley 

Maude,  K.  C.  B.  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.  E.  F.  in  his  despatch 
dated  2-11-17. 

(2)  Created    a   companion  of    the   Most 

Eminent  Order  of  the  Indian  Empire 
for  service  with  M.  E.  F.,  D.  G.'s, 
Circular  No.  9,  dated  8-5-19. 

(3)  Speciallv  commended  by      Lt.-Genl. 

Sir  W.  Marshall,  K.  C.  B.,  R.C.S.I., 
Commander-in-Chief,  M.  E.  F.,  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-18,  for 
devotion  to  duty. 
(1)  Mentioned  bv  Lt. ..General  Sir  P.  X. 
Lake,  K.  C.  B.,  K.  C.  M.  G.,  for  the 
period  from  30-4-16  to  27-8-16. 

(1)  Mentioned    by    Lt. -General    Sir    S. 

Maude,  K.  C.  B.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.  E.  F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  2-11-17. 

(2)  To  be  a  member  of  the  Most    Excel- 

lent Order  of  the  British  Empire 
with  the  M.  E.  F.,  D.  G.'s  Circular 
No.  61,  dated  23-1  19. 

(3)  6th  Supplement  to  the  "London  Gaz- 

ette" dated,  5-6-19. 
Mentioned  by  General  Sir  C.  C.  Monro, 
G.C.B.,  G.  C.  S.  I.,  G.  C.  M.  G.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  Aug.  1920. 
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Name  and  Rank. 


Unit. 


Major  A.  Angelo,  0.  B.  E.     M.  K.  F. 


Major  C.  .).  E.  Clerici, 
CLE.,  O.B.L. 


Major  C.  H.  Mr  Minn 

Major  J.  H.  Owens.  ('.I.E., 
M.B.E. 


Major  T.  Rowland  Hill     . 


Major  C.  I'mlivii  Smith, 
M.B.E. 


ML  E.  F. 


E.  E.  F. 

m  e.  f. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  K  F. 


Mcnt  ions. 


(1)  Mentioned    by     Lt. -General   W.    R. 

Marshall,  K.  <  \  B.,  K.  r.  IS.  L,  I  i 
mander-in -Chief,    21   E.  F.,  in  hie 
despatch,  dated  L5-4-18. 

(2)  Appointed      to     the  Most    Excellent 

Order  of  the  British  Empire  with 
M.E.F. 

(3)  Specially  commended  b\  Lt. -Genera] 

Sir    W.    .Marshall.    K.C.B.,   K.C.S.I., 

Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  LI  J  i-is  for  de- 
votion to  duty. 

(1)  "Gazette  of  India"  dated  26-6-15  re- 

commended by  Lt.-Genl.  Sir  Barrett 
"Gazetl  >of  India" dated  10-5-16 
commended  l»\  GenL  Sir  John  Nixon 
(M.E.F.) 

(2)  Mentioned   by  Lt.-Gen.   Sir  Stanley 

Maude,  ELC.B.,  Commander-in-Chiel 
M.F.F.  in  his  despatch  dated  21  1-17. 

(3)  Mentioned   by   Lt.-GenL  W.  R.  Mar- 

shall. BLC.B.,  K.c.s.l.  Commander- 
in-Chief,  ML  E.  F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  15-4-18. 

(4)  To  be  an  officer  of  the  Mosl  Excellent 

Order  of  the  British  Empire  with 
the  M.F.F..  J).<;  "s  Circular  No.  61, 
dated  23-1-19. 

(5)  5th    Supplement  to     the     "  London 

»tte"  datd  3-6-19  (M.E.F.) 
(1)  "London  Gazette"  dated  20  6-16,  (E. 
E.F.) 

(1)  Mentioned    by    Lt.-Genl.    Sir    P.N. 

Lake,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  tor  his 
services  with  the  M.E.F.  for  the 
period  from  19-1-16  to  30- 1  -16. 

(2)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-Genl.  Sir  S.Maude, 

K.(  .B„  I  ommand  >r-in-Chief,M.E.F 

in  his  despatch,  dated  2-1  1-17. 

Appointed  a  member  to  the  M 
Excellent  <  hrder  of  t  he  British  Em- 
pire for  valuable  Ben  ices  rendered 
with  the  M.F.F.,  D.G.'a  <  iroular 
No.  31,  dated  31-7-1919. 
(1)  Mentioned  h\  Lt.-Gen.  Sir  P.  N. 
Lake,  K.<  .B.;  K.C.M.G.  for  the  pe- 
riod from  30-4-16  to  27-8-16. 

(1)  Mentioned   by   Lt-Genl,  W.   L.  Mar- 

shall, K.<    r...  K.(  .s.L.  Commander. 

in-<  lint.     M.  E.  L..   in     bis    despatch, 

dated    L5-4  La 

(2)  To  be  a  member  of  the  Most  Excel- 
lent Order  of  the  British  Empire 
With  M.E.F., D.G.'s  Circular  No.  61- 
dated  23-1-19. 

(3)  Supplement  to  the  "London  Gazette" 

dated  5-6-19  (No.  31368.) 
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Name  and   Rank. 

( !apt   A.  R.  Augiar 
Capt.  A.  LP.  Brown 
Capt.  J.  S.  Buckner 


Merit  [on  -. 


M.  E.  P.  . 
M.  E.  F.  . 
M.  B.  F.  - 


Capt.  E.  G.  Bullard 


Capt.  J.    H.  Cooke 


Capt  T.  J.  Daintith,  M.C. 


Capt.  A.  Gillespie  . . 
Capt.  R.  I.  Kalberer 

Capt.  H.  Ostoche  . . 


Capt.  M.    A.    P.    Sullivan, 
M.B.E. 

Capt.  C.  W.  Taylor 


Capt.  F.  J.  Longhlin,  M.B. 
E. 

Capt.  T.  G.  Chiodetti 


Lieut.  C.  H.  Bell 


I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 


I.E.F.  "  A  " 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


E.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 


Aden  Force 
M.  E.  F.  . . 

Frontier  Force 
Frontier  Force 
M.  E.  F.  . . 


( I )  Supplement  to  fche  "London  I 

dated  5-6-19  (No.  31368);  M.  F.F. 

(I)  Supplement  to  fche  "London  Gazette  ' 
dated  5-6-19,  (M  E.F.) 

(1)  Mentioned  by   Lt.-GenL   Sir  Stanley 

Maude,  K.C.B.,<  ommander-in-(  hief, 
M. E.F. in  his  despatch.dated  2-11-17. 

(2)  To  be  a  member  of  fche  Mo-t   Excel- 

lent Order  of  fche  British  Empire 
with  fcheM.E.F.,  D.G.'e  Circular  No. 
01,  dated  23-1-1919. 

(3)  Specially  commended     by     Lt.-Gen. 

Sir  W.  R.  Marshall,  K.<  .B.,  K.CS.L, 
C.-in-C,  M.  L.L..in  his despatch,dated 
I  1-1 1-1918,  for  devotion  to  duty. 

(4)  5th  Supplement    to     the    "  London 

Gazette"  dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Sir  John  French,  Field 
Marshal,  in  his  despatch,  dated 
31  -5-15  for  gallant  and  distinguished 
aervice  in  I.E.F.    "A." 

(1)  2nd  Supplement  to  the  "  London 
Gazette"  dated  13-6-16  (I.E.F.  "A") 
recommended  by  Sir  Douglas  Haig. 

(1)  Mentioned   by   Lt-Genl.   Hon.   J.  C. 

Smuts,  C.-in-C,  East  African  E. 
Force  in  his  despatch , dated  22-11-16. 

(2)  Awarded  Military  Cross   for  devotion 

to  duty  while  with  the  E.  African 
E.F.D.G.'s  Circular  No.  52,  dated 
19-12-18. 

(1)  Supplement  to  the  "London  Gazette" 
dated  5-6-1919  (No.  31368),  M.E.F. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-Genl.  W.  R.  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  C.-in-C,  M. 
E.F.  in  his  despatch,  dated  15-4-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  for  gallant  and  distinguish- 
ed service  with  the  Aden  Force,  D. 
G.'s  Circular  No.  23,  dated  19-6-19. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-Genl.  W.  R,  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  M.E.F. ,  in  his  despatch 
dated  15-4-1918. 

Mentioned  in  despatch  dated  1-11-1919, 
for  valuable  services  rendered  during 
the  Afghan  operations. 

Mentioned'in  despatch  dated  1-11-1919, 
for  valuable  services  rendered  during 
the  Afghan  operations. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-Genl.  Sir  S.  Maude 

K.C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief.  M.E.F 
in  his  despatch,  dated  2-11-17. 

(2)  Mentioned  bv  Lt.-Genl.  W.  R,  Mar 

shall,  K.C.Bl,  K.C.S.I.,  Commander 
in-Chief,  M.E.F.  in  his  despatch 
dated  15-4-1918.. 

(3)  Mentioned    in     supplement    to     th< 

"London  Gazette",  dated  5-6-1919 
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Name  and  Rank. 


Ment  ton. 


Lieut.  M.  Bickers  . . 


Lieut,  X.  T.  Bra) 


m.  ]•:.  r.  . . 


M.  E.  F. 


Lieut    X.  M.  Buckner 


T.  <  apt.  C.  H.  ( looper, 
M.B.E.,  I.  A.R.O. 


(1)  E.A.E.F 

(2)  M.  E.  F. 


Bl  E.  I- 


Lieut.    J.     E.     Davidson,  ] 

M.B.E. 


Lieut,     H.    C.    Eccleston,  M.   E.  F. 
M.B.E. 


Lieut.        J.         Ferguson, 
M.B.E. 


M.  E.  F. 


(1)  Mentioned    by    Lt.-Genl.   Sir   W.   B. 

Marshall,  k.<  .  B.,  K  .<  .S.I.,  I  lomman- 
der-in-(  !hief,  M.  E.  I- .  in  bis  despatch, 
dated  1  I  - 1  I   18  for  devot  ion  to  duty, 

(2)  Mentioned    in     supplement    to    the 

"London  Gazi  tte"  dated     5  6  L919 

(No.  3131 
;l)  Mentioned   \<\     Lt.-Genl.    Sir    P.  X. 

Lake,     K.I  .B.,     K.<  M  G ..    for   the 

period  from  L9-]   16  to  :;'»  I  L6. 
(2)  Mentioned  by  Lt.  Genl.  Sii  S.  Maude. 

t.C.B.,Commander-in-Chief,M.E.F. 

in  his  despatch,  dated  2-11-17. 

(1)  Mentioned    by     Lt.-(  rem  ral   Hon.  J. 

(  .  Smuts,  I  ommander-in-<  hief, 
East  African  Exp  dit  ionai  y  Force 
in    his  despatch  dated  22-11-1916. 

(2)  Specially  commended  by  Sir  W.  -Mar 

shall.  K  .< '.  B.,  K.C.S.I.,  ( lommander- 
in -Chief,    M.E.F.    in    his   despatch, 

dated   11-11-18, for  devotion  to  duty, 

(3)  6th  Supplement  to  the  "London  <  lay- 

ette" dated  3-6-19  (M.E  I 
(1)  Appointed  Member  to  the  Most  Ex- 
e  dleni  ( Irder  of  t  he  British  Empire 
for  valuable  services  rendered  with 
the  M.E.F.,  D.G.'s  Circular  No.  31, 
dated  31-7-19. 

(1)  Specially   commended   by     Lt.-Genl. 

Sir  W.  R.  Marshall.  K.C.B.,  K.C.S. 
I.,  Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in 
his  despatch,  dated  1 1-1 1-18  for  de- 
votion to  duty. 

(2)  Appointed     Member    to    the     Most 

Excellent  ( rrder  of  the  British  Em- 
pire for   valuable   services  rendered 
with  the  M.E.F. 
No.  31,  dated  31 

(3)  6th    Supplement 

Gazette"  dated  3-6-19. 

(1)  Appointed    a   Member   to   the  Most 

Excellent  Order  of  the  British  Em- 
pire for  valuable  services  rendered 
With  the  M.E.F.,  D.G.'S  Circular 
No.   31,   dated    31-7-1919. 

(2)  6th    Supplement     to    the    "London 

Gazette"  dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-Oenl.  Sir  S.  Maude, 

K.C.B.,    Commander-in-Chief  M.E. 

F.%  in    his  despatch,  dated  2-11-17. 

(2)  Mention,  .1    by    Lt.-Genl.    \V.  R.    Mar- 

shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.  Commander- 
in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  1.1th  April  19 is. 

(3)  To  be  a  Member  of  the  Most  Excel- 

ent  Order  of  the  British  Empire 
with  the  M.E.F.,  J  KG.'s  Circular 
No.  61,  dated  23-1-19. 


D.G.'s    Circular 
7-1919. 

to    the    "London 
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Lieut.        J.       Fergus  on, 
M.B.E. 


Lieut.  C.  L.  Fox     .. 


Lieut.  S.  Gritton    . 


Lieut.    H.     H.      Hebberd 
M.B.E. 


Lieut.    Sirdar     Sahib      Ja- 
wahirsing. 

Lieut.  J.  P.  Johnson 


Lieut.  E.  S.  Kelly 


Lieut.  J.  H.  King  . . 


Lieut.  Kumar  Chandra 
Sen,  M.B.E. 


Lieut.  K.  B.  Murphy 


Lieut.  S.O.  Callaghan 


M.   K.    F. 


E.A.E.F. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


Egyptian  Ex. 
Force. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 


Bushire  Force 


I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 


M.  E.  F 


Egyptian  Ex- 
Force. 


M.  E.  F.  . . 


( i;  Mentioned    In-    Lt.-GenL    Sir  \V.  R. 

Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K..C.8.I.,Comman. 

der-in -Chief  M.E.F.  in  In-  despatch, 

dated     1 1  - 1 1  -I  s,   for    devotion     to 

duty. 
(1)  Mentioned  by    Lt.-GenL    Hon.  .1.  '  . 

Smuts,    Commander  -in  -(  hief,    Ea  I 

African    lv\.   Force    in    In-    <l<    patch, 

dated  22-1  L-1916. 

(J)  Specially  commended  In-  Sir  W.  R. 
Marshal),  K.C.B.,  K.r.S.I.,  Com- 
rnander-in -Chief,  M.E.F.  in  his 
despatch,  dated  11-11-18,  for  devo- 
tion to  duty. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt-GenL  W.  R.  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  15-4-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Sir  A.  Murray,  K.C.U., 
for  services  with  Egyptian  E.  Force, 
from  1-6-1916  to  30-9-1916. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  General  Sir  J.  L.  Van 
De  venter,  K.C.B.,  C.M.G.,  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, East  African  Ex.  Force 
in  his  despatch,  dated  30-9-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  in  "Gazette  of  India" 
dated  13-3-20  for  services  in  Bushire 
force,  from  1-4-18  to  31-3-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Field  Marshal  Sir 
Douglas  Haig,  G.  C.B.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  British  Armies  in 
France  in  his  despatch  dated  the 
13th  November  1916. 

(1)  Mentioned  by     Lt.  -General    Sir     S. 

Maude,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.E.F.  in  his  despatch,  dated 
9-11-1917. 

(2)  Mentioned     by    Lt. -General     W.  R. 

Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, M.E.F.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated   loth  April  1918. 

(3)  To   be   a  member  of  the  Most  Ex- 

cellent Order  of  the  British  Empire 
with  the  M.E.F.  D.G.'s  Circular 
No.  61,  dated  23-1-1919. 

(4)  Mentioned   in    the    6th  Supplement, 

dated  (5-6-1919  to  the  "London  Ga- 
zette" dated  3-6-19  for  services 
with  the  M.E.F. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  General  Sir.  E.H.H. 
Allenby,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, E.E.F.  in  his  despatch, 
dated  5-3-19  and  4th  Supplement, 
dated  12-1-20  to  "London  Gazette" 
dated  9-1-20. 

(1)  Mentioned  bv  Lt. -General  W.  R. 
Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.L,  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, M.E.F.  in  his  despatch 
dated  15-4-1918. 
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.M(!ltioll>. 


Lieut.  Mula  Singh 


Lieut.  S.   I!.  Kothavala 
Lieut.  Faqir  Hussain 
2nd    Lieut.      Shu j at     Ali, 
M.li.'K. 


I  From i.i    Force 


Frontiei    I 
M.  E.  F.  '.'. 


2nd  Lieut.  A.  E.  Azevedo, 
M.B.E. 


2nd  Lieut.  W.  W.  Homer, 
M.  S.  Medal. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  I  . 


2nd    Lieut,   R.   W.  Spear, 
M.B.E. 


Asst.  Commy.     M.    \- .   ]». 
Albuquerque. 


M.  i:.  F, 


Aden   | 


Mentioned  in  Despatch,  dated  1-11-1919, 
foi  \.i!ii.i hie  services  rendered  dur- 
ing tlie  Afghan  operations. 

Do. 

ho. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt. -Genera]  Sir  I'.  X. 

Lake,  \  <  .it..  K.C.M.G.  wit h  the 
M.E.F.,  for  sen  ices  from  L9-1-16  to 
30-4-1916. 

(2)  Mention.. I    by     Lt.-General    Sii    S 

Maude,  K.C.B.,  C.  in-C,  M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  2-1  1-1917. 

(:*)  Appointed  a  membei  to  the  Mosl 
Excellenl  Order  of  the  British 
Empire  tor  gen  ice  with  the  M.  I 

(4)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-Genera] 
Sir  W.  R.  RCarshall,  K.(  .B.,  K.<  >.i.. 
C.-in-C,  M.E.F.  in  his  despatch, 
•late. I  11-11-18,  for  devotion  to  duty. 

(•*i)  6th  Supplement  t..  the  ••  London 
Gazette  "  dated  3-6-19. 

(1)  Appointed    a    member  of    the    .\  ost 
Excellenl  Order  of  the  British   Em- 
pire  for  valuable  sen  ices  rendered 
with  the  M.E.F.,  D.G.'s  Circular  \ 
31,  dated  .{1-7-1919. 
Mentioned   in  the    6th    Supplement, 

dated    5-6,19,   to  the  -  L Ion  Gs 

tte  ".  dated  3-6-19. 

I 1  |  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Si!-  w.  R. 
.Marshall.  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.  in  his  des- 
patch, dated    15-4-1918. 

(2 1  Awarded   moritorioue   Bervice   medal 
for  Bervice,  with  the  M.E.F.,  D  I 
Circular  No.  5,  dated  2  1-4-1919. 

(3)  Specially  commended  1>\-  Lt.-Gene- 
ral    Sir     W.   L.      Marshall.     K.C.B., 

K.C.S.I.,    Commander-in-Chief,    M. 

I'-'-'  hi  his  despatch,  dated  l  i-l  l- 
1918,  for  devotion  to  duty. 

( J)  Mentioned  for  sen  ice  with'  the  M.E.F. 
in  6th  Supplement  to  the  ••  London 
Gazette  ".  dated  5-6-19. 

(1)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-General 
Sir  W.  R.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K  C  S.I., 
C.-in-C,  M.E.F.  in  his  despatch, 
dated  1 1-11-18,  for  devotion  to  duty. 

(i')  Appointed    a    member  to   the    Most 
Excellenl     Order    of    the     British 
Empire   for   valuable   services    ren- 
dered with   the   M.K.I-..    I)..  , 
cular  Xo.  31,  dated  :{|-7-i!). 

(.".)  Mentioned   for  services  with  the  M 
E.F.    in    the    Supplement     to    the 
"don  Gazette  ".  dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  "  Gazetl  sof  India  "  Part  1.  dated  31- 
1  20,  for  services  with  the  Aden    I 
Service  for  the  period  from   1-9-1918 
31-12-1918. 
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Name  and  Rank, 


Men!  ions. 


\    t.   Comm)\    <«.   <l.    E. 
<  oombea. 

As.st.     Commy.      P.      A. 
D'Souza. 

Asst.      Commy.       E.     V. 
Everett. 


II  E.  K 

M.  E.  P. 

M.  E.  F. 


(I) 


(1) 


Asst.   Commy.   A.  D.  Gon- 
salves,  M.S. 


Asst  Commy.  T.  A.  Jacob. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


Asstt.  Commy.  C.  E.  Love-    M.  E.  F. 
joy,  M.S.M. 


Mr.  R.  G.  King 

Asstt.  Commy.  J.  S.  Nad- 
der,  I  D.S.M. 


E.  E,  F. 
M.  E.  F. 


Mentioned  for  hie  services  with  the  M. 
E.F.  in  the  6th  Supplement  to  the 
"  London  Gazette  ".  dated  3-6-1919. 
Mentioned  for  his  service  with  the 
M.E.F.  m  the  6th  6  upplemenj  to  the 
"  London  Gazetl     '.  dated  3-6- 10. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.  Q  neral  \V.  I:.  Mar- 
shall, K.(  .l'»..  K.(  .S.I..  (  ommander- 
in-(  hief,  fci.E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  15-4-18. 

(2)  Specially  commended    by    Lt.-Gene- 

ral  Sir  W.  R.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.(  . 
S.I.,  Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F., 
in  his  despatch,  dated  11-11-18.  for 
devotion  to  duty. 

(3)  Mentioned   for  his  services  with   the 

M.E.F.  in  the  6th  Supplement,  dat*  d 
5-6-1919  to  the  "  London  Gazette," 
dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  W.  R.  Mar- 

shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.8.I.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  M.  E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  15-4-18. 

Awarded  meritorious  service  medal 
for  service  with  the  M.E.F.,  D.G.'fi 
Circular  No.  5,  dated  24-4  1919. 
Mentioned  bv  Lt.-General  W.  E.  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I..  Commander- 
in-Chief.  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  15th  April  1918. 

(2)  Speciallv   commended    bv    Lt.-Genl. 

Sir  W.  R.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.8.I., 
Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  11-11-18,  for  devo- 
tion to  duty. 

Mentioned  in  Supplement  to  the 
"  London  Gazette  ",  for  his  service 
with  the  M.E.F.  (No.  31368). 
Mentioned  bv  Lt.-General  W.  R. 
Marshall.  K.C.B..  K.C.S.I.,  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, M.E.F.,in  his  despatch, 
dated  15-4-18. 

Awarded  meritorious  medal  for  ser- 
vice with  the  M.E.F. ,  D.G.'s  Circular 
No.  5,  dated  24-4-1919. 

(3)  Mentioned  in  the  6th  Supplement  to 

the  "London  Gazette",  dated  3-6-19, 
for  service  with  the  M.E.F. 


(2) 


(1) 


(3) 


(1) 


(2) 


(1)  Mentioned    by     Lt.-General     Sir    S. 

Maude,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch,  dated 
2-11-1917. 

(2)  Awarded     Indian  distinguished    ser- 

vice medal  for  service  in  M.E.F.,  D. 
G.'s  Circular  No.  5,  dated  24-4-1919. 
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Name  and   Rank. 


Mentions. 


Aastt.  Commy.    C.  G.  Re- 
bello,  M.S.M. 


Asst.   Commy.     U.  V.  Ro- 
berts, .M.S.'.M. 


Asstt.     Commy.       W.    B. 
Rod  rick. 


Asstt.    Commy.       H.     E. 
Umrigar. 

Asst.  Commy.    A.  \Y.  Ver- 
nem,  M.S.M. 


Asst.  Commy,  A.  Watkins. 


Sub-Cond.    L.  A.  T.    An- 
thony M.S.M. 


Sub-Cond.   H.  C.  E. 

(Varus. 


Sub-Cond.  J.  Daniels 


M.  E.  F 


E.A.E.F. 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 

Bushirc  Force. 
M.E.F.      .. 


M.  E.  I 


M.  E.  F. 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


Egyptian  Ex. 
For* 


(3)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-GeneraJ 
8ii  W.  i:  Marshall,  K.c.li..  K.C.S.I., 
Commander-in-Chief,  ALE. F.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  11-11-18,  for  devo- 
tion to  duty. 

(1)  Mentioned    by    Lt-Genl.    Sir   W.  R. 

Marshall,  EtC.B.,  K.<  .S.l  .  Com- 
tnander-in-4  hief,  M.  I-.'.  P.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  L5-4  (918. 

(2)  Awarded    meritorious    scrviic    in   ■!  il 

for   service    with    the  M.F.I  ..  D.G  'a 

Circular  No.  ...  dated  24-2-1919. 

(3)  Mentioned  in  the  6th  Supplement  to 

the  "  London  ( lasette,"  dated  3-6- 
1919,  for  service  with  the  M.E.F. 

(I)  Awarded     Indian    distinguished 

vice  medal  for  devotion  to  duty 
while    with     the     East     African     F.\. 

Forci  .  !>.(  r.'s  Circular  No.  52,  dati  d 

19-12-1918. 
(1)  Mentioned  in  tin-  2nd  Supplement  to 

the  "  London  Gazette  '".  dated  L3-6- 

1916,   (I.E.F.  "  A  "■)    recommended 

l>v  Sir  Douglas  Hai 
(1)  "  Gazette  of  Endia",dated  13-3-1920, 

for  services  in    Bushire  Force  from 

1-4-1918  to  31-3-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  W    R. 

Marshall,    K.C.B.,    K.C.S.I.,    Com- 
mander-in-<  hief,  M.F.F.,  in  his  dea 
patch. dated  15-4-1918. 

(2)  Awarded    meritorious  service   medal 

for  v  rvice  with  the  M.  K.  I-..  I  >.< 

(uvular     \o.    o.   dated    24-4-1919. 

(3)  Mentioned   in    6th    Supplement     to 

••London  Gazette,"  dated  3-6-19,  tor 
aen  ice  wit h  t he  .M.  K  I 
(1)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.  E.  1". 
in  the  Supplement    to   i he  "London 
Gazette,"  dated  5th  dune  1919,    N 
3  Litis. 

(1)  Awarded    meritorious  Bervice   medal 

for  servi  e  with  M.K.I-..  D.G.'s  Cir- 
cular X-..  ■"..  dated  24-4-1919. 

(2)  Specially  commended    1>\     Lt.-Genl. 

SirW.R.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I., 
Cpmmander-in  (hief.  M.E.F.,  in  his 

de-patch,  dated  ]  1-]  1-18,  for  <\<\  0- 
t  ion   to  dut  v. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt-GenL  Sir  d.  L.  Van 
Deventer,  K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Bast  African  Ex. 
Lone  in  his  despatch,  dated  30-9- 
l'ils. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  General  Sir  F.  H.  H. 
Allele,.    G.C.M-G.,    K.C.B.,     i 

simander-in-Chief,  F.E.F.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  3-4-1918. 


II 


Name  and   Rank. 


Men! 


Sub-Cond.  J.  R.  Davis     . 


Bub«Cond.  I'.  E.  Donovan  . 


Sub-Cond.  G.  F.  Gonial- 
vea,  M.S.M. 


Sub-Cond.  G.  W.  Harror 


Sub-Cond.  C.  0.  Kellv 


Sub-Cond.   Manchershaw 
Raton ji  Lalkaka. 


Sub-Cond.   M.  D.  Murtrie, 
M.  S.  M. 


Sub-Cond.  A.  R.  C.  Nash.. 


Sub-Cond.  P.  J.  O'Connor. 


VI.  E.  r.  .. 


E.  A.  E.  F 


m.  E.  P. 


Asst.  Commy.  W.  Pascoe . .    E.  A.  E.  J 


E.A.E.F. 


I.  E.  F.  "A  " 


B  ';  Force 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F.  . 


M.  E.  F.  . 


Asst.  Commy.  J.  A. 
Pereira. 


M.  E.F 


( 1 )  M.  ntioned  for  u  i  \  ice  with  the  M.  E.  F. 

in  t he  6th  Supplement  to  the  "  Lon- 
don Gazette,'1  dated  3  6  I  •». 

(2)  Mentioned  for  lervibe  with  the  M.  E. 

I',  in  the  6th  Bupplemenl  to  the 
■'  London  Gazette,'1  dated  5-6-19. 
(I)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-GenL  lion.  ■).(. 
Sin nt  s,  ( lommander  in-Chief,  African 
Ex.  Force,  in  hie  despatch,  dated 
8-5-16. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt. -General  Sir   \V.  R. 

Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.(  .S.I.,  (  om- 
mander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  des- 
patch, dated  1 5-4-1 91  s. 

(2)  Awarded    meritorious    medal  D.< 

Circular  N'o.  5,  dated  24-4-19. 

(3)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-General 

Sir  W.R.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.(  .S.l  . 
Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F. ,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  11-11-1918,  for  de- 
votion to  dutv. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-GenL  Sir  J.  L 
Van  De venter,  K.C.B.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  British  Forces  in  East 
African  Exp.  Force,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  21-1-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Field  Marshall  Sir 
Douglas  Haig,  G.C.B.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  British  Armies  in  France, 
in  his  despatch,  dated  13-11-1910 
(I.  E.  F.  "A.") 

(1)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-General 
Sir  J.  L.  Van  Deventer,  K.C.B.. 
C.M.G.,  on  30-9-18  for  services  in 
E.A.E.F. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Hon.  J.  C. 

Smuts,  Commander-in-Chief,  Ea.-t 
African  Ex.  Force,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  22nd  Nov.  1910. 

(2)  Awarded    Lidian    distinguished    ser- 

vice medal  for  devotion  to  duty  while 
with  East  African  Exp.  Force.  D.G.'s 
Circular  No.    52,  dated    19-12-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  in  the  Oth  Supplement  to 
the  "London  Gazette,"  dated  3-0-19 
for  service  with  the  M.E.F. 

(I)  Mentioned  bv  Lt.-General  Sir  Wm. 
Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  11-11-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  J.  L. 
Van  Deventer,  K.C.B.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  British  Force  with  the  East 
African  Ex.  Force,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  21-1-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  bv  Lt.-General  W.  R.  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  Commander- 
in  Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  15-4-18. 
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Name  and  Hank. 


Unit. 


Mentions. 


Sub-Cond.  A.  S.  Pussey, 
M.  S.  M. 


Sub-Cond.    E.  \Y.  Smith. 


Sub-Cond.  0.  Willie 
(Weile) 

Sergt-Major  R.  E.   Rich- 
man  (A.R.S.M.) 


Sergt.  W.  ( !.  Archer 


Sergt.  A.  B.  Chitting,  M.  S. 
M. 


Sergt.  D'Souza 


Sergt.  V.  A.  D'Sou/a 


Sergt.  H.  Fanakan 


E.  A.  K.  I  . 


Aden  Field  Fort  e 


M.  i:.  i . 


M.E.F.     Belonged 

to  the  Mil.v  2nd 
Grenadiers    Bn. 
X.    F.    and    was 
de]  ut'  <1      to 
work  in  R.  L. 
o..   Busra, 


M.  E.  F.  . . 


M.  E.  I ■". 


M.E.F. 


M..E.  F. 


M.E.F. 


(2)  Specially  commended  l>v  Lt. -General 

W.  I:.  'Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I., 
I  ommander-ii)  <  hief,  .M.  E.  P., in  Ids 
despatch,-  dated  11-11-18,  for  devo- 
tion to  duty  with  M.  E.F. 

(3)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 

F.  in  the  6th  Supplement  to  tin* 
"London  Gazette,"  dated  3-6-19. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Hon. 
.!.  C.  Smut-.  Commander-in-Chief, 
East  African  Expeditionary  Force, 
in  his  despal   h,  dated  22-11-1916. 

(I)  Mentioned  for  gallanl  and  <1  i-t  in  - 
guished  service  with  the  Aden  Field 
Force,  J>.<  I  's  <  ircular  No.  23,  data  d 
the  19-6-1919. 

(1)  Menti d     by     Lt.-General    \Y.    R. 

Marshall,    K.C.B.,     K.C.S.I.,    Com- 
mander-in-(  !hief,  M  E.  F.,  in  his 
patch, dal  d  15- 1-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned    by     Lt.-General    Sii    S. 

Maude,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  2-1  L-1917. 

(2)  Specially  commended    by     Lt.-Genl. 

SirW.  R.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.<  .S.I., 

I  tnander-in -Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  Ids 

despatch,  dated  11-1 1-18,  for  de- 
\ut  ion  to  duty. 

(3)  Mentioned  for  \\'^  services   with   the 

M.E.F.  in  the  6th  Supplement 
the  "London  Gazette,"  dated 
.  L919. 

(1)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M. 
E.  F.  in  the  Suppl  'incnt  to  the  "Lon- 
don Gazetl  s,"  dated  5-6-19,No.31368 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  W.  R. 
Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.<  .S.I.,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, M.E.F.,  in  hia 
despatch,  dated  15-4-18. 

(1)  Mentioned  bv  Lt.-General  Sir  W.  R. 
M  irshall,  K.C.B.,  K.'  .S.I.,  (  om- 
mander-in  '  Ihief,  M.  B.  F.,  in  lii-  d<  -- 
patch,  dated   1 5-  IIs. 

(1)  "Gazette   of  India,"   dated   12-3-18, 

General  Sir  Stanley  Maude,  K.C.B., 
Comdg.  M.E.F. 

(2)  "Gazette  of  India,"  dated  15-8-1917, 

( reneral  Sir  Stanley  Maud". 

(1)  Speciallv  commended  by  Lt.-General 
Sir  \\".  !!.  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I., 
mmander-in-(  hief,  M.  E.  F.,  in  his 
despatch,  dated  11-11-18,   for  devo- 
tion to  duty. 
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Name  and   Hank. 


Unit. 


Mention  -. 


Sergt.  II.   Galwin,  M.S.M. 


Sergt.  II.  G.  Hamlaf 


Scr^t.  A.  Paul,  M.S.M. 


Sergt.  t(.  R.  Warden,  LP. 
S.M. 


Mr.  J.  R.  Warden,  I.D.S. 
M. 

Subedar  Abdul  Aziz,  LP. 

S.M. 


Subedar  Abdur  Rahman  . . 


Subedar  Rao  Saheb  B.  R. 
Chavan. 


Subedar  Fazal  Mahomed . 


Subedar  Rai  Saheb  Jai- 
anti  Prasad. 


Subedar  Rai  Sahib  Kaushi 
Ram. 

Subedar  Rao  Sahib  K.  S. 
Srinivas  Iyengar. 


E.  A.  E.  F 


M.  E.  K. 


M.  E.  F.  .. 
E.  A.  E.  F. 

Waziristan 
E.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


Bushire  Ex. Force. 
I.E.F.  "A"       .. 

I.E.F.  "  A  " 
M.E.F.     . . 


(I) 

(I) 

(2) 

(1) 
(1) 

(2) 
(1) 

(?) 


(D 

(1) 


(1) 

(?) 
(1) 

(1) 

(1) 
(1) 


Awarded     Indian     distinguished         I 

medal     for    devotion     to    duty 


while    with    the    K.t-t    African    Ex. 
Force,     \>.(-  ">    (  ircular    No.      52, 

dated  ID- 12- IS. 

Mentioned    by    Lt.-General     Sir    S. 
.Maude,  K.C.B.,(  ommand<  c  in  (  bief, 

M.E.F.,      in      hi-     despatch,      dated 

2-11-1917. 

Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  W.  R. 
Marshall,  K.C.B.,     K.C.8.L,     Com- 
mander-in-Chief,    M.E.F.,     in      hi- 
despatch,  dated  15-4-1  s. 
Awarded    meritorious  service   medal 
for  sen  ice    with  the   MLE.F.  •! '  ' 
Circular  No.  5,  dated  24-4-1919. 
Awarded   1. 1). S.M.   for    devotion   to 
duty  with   East    African  Ex.    Force 
D.G.'s     Circular      No.      23,    dated 
9-6-1919. 
Mentioned  by  General  Sir  C.  C.  Monro. 
G.C.B.,    G.C.S.I.,    G.C.M.G.,    in    his 
despatch,  dated  Aug.  1920. 
Mentioned  by  Lt.-General    Sir   J.    L. 
Van  Dcventer,  K.C.B.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,    British    Forces,    with  the 
East   African     Expeditionary  Force 
in  his  despatch,  dated  21-1-1918. 
Awarded    Indian    distinguished    ser- 
vice   medal    for    devotion    to    duty 
with    the    East  African  Ex.    Force 
G.'s  Circular  No.  23,  dated  19-6-1919.) 
Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  W.  R.  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.L,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  M.E.F. ,    in  his    despatch, 
dated  15-4-1918. 

Mentioned  by  Lt.-Genc  rai  Sir  Stanley- 
Maude,  K.C.B..  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch,  dated 
2-11-1917. 

"Gazette  of  India,"  dated  12th  March 
1918,  bv  General  Sir  Stanlev  Maude. 
"  Gazette  of  Lidia  "  dated  13-3-1920 
for  service  in  Bushire  Perce  from 
1-4-1918  to  31-3-1919. 
2nd  u  Supplement  to  the  "  London 
Gazette  "  dated  13-6-1916  for  service 
with  the  I.E.F.  "  A  "  recommended 
by  Sir  Douglas  Haisr. 
Mentioned  in  the  "  London  Gazette"* 
dated  1-1-1916  for  service  with  the 
I.E.F.  "  A  ". 

Speciallv  commended  bv  Lt.-Genl. 
Sir  William  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S. 
I.,  Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918,  for 
devotion  to  dutv. 
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Name  and  Rank. 


Mentions. 


Siilxxlar  Maung  Thein, 
(Ahmudan  Goung  Tizeik 
Ss  Min). 

Subedar  IJai  Saheb  Moti 
Ram. 


Subedai  Nanak  Singh 


Subedar  Promode   Kumar 
Ghosh,    t.D.S.M. 


m.  i:.  J . 


M.  E.  I 


M.E.I 


M.E.P. 


Subedar  Rai  Saheb  Rameafa 
Chandra  Chaudhary. 


Subedar  Satish  Chandra 
Banner jL 


Jemadar    A.  Ganpaty 


Jemadar  Abdul  Rehman  . . 


Jemadar  Alifuddin  Alimed. 


Jemadar  Aziz  IMdin 


M.E.F. 


No.  1732  M.E.F. 


No.  780  E.A.E.  * 


No.  163  M.F.I". 


M.  E.  I  . 


No.  265  Egyptian 
Ex.  Force. 


(2) 

(I) 
(1) 

(2) 

(1) 
(1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 
(1 


Mentioned    in    the    6th  Supplement 
dated  5*6-1919,     to  tin-     »■  London 
Gazette  "    dated  3-6-1919,  for    -  i 
\  ire  u  ith  the  M.  E.  I'. 

8th  Supptemenl  to  "London  Gazette" 
dated  18  2-1919  by  General  Sir 
WiHian.  Marshall,  K.<  .B.,  K.<  .8.1., 
M.  E.  I'. 

Specially  commi  aded  bv  Lt.-<  tern  ral 
Sir  William  Marshall,  K.(  ,B., 
K.(  !.S.  L,  <  ommandi  r-in-Cbief, 

M.E.F.  in  his  despatch,  dated 
11-11-1918,  fordevotion  to  duty. 

6th  Supplement,  dated  5-6-1919  to 
t  he  "  London  Gazette  "  dated 
3-6-1919  for  service  with  the  M.E.F. 

•'  Gaa  Me  of  India  "  dated     15  8   1911 

by  General  Sir  Stanley  Maude,  K.( 

B.,  ( lommanding  M.  E.  1- . 
Awarded    the    Indian    Distinguished 

Service  Medal  tor  gallantry    in    the 

ti  id   (D.G.  Circular   No.  27,  dal  d 

LO-7-1919.) 
Mentioned    in    the  6th  Supplement, 

dated    5-6-1919    to   M  London    I 

zette  '"  dated  3-6-1919. 
Specially    commended     by    Lt.-Genl. 

Sir    William    Marshall,  K.<  .1'...    K. 

(  .S.I.,  Commander-in-<  hief,  M.E.F. 

in   his   d  apatch,  dated    11-11-1918 

fordevotion  to  duty. 
Mentioned    for    Borvice     with     the 

M.E.F.  m  the  6th  Supplement,  dated 
9  L919  to  the  "  London   Gazette,' 

dated  3-6-1919. 
8th  Supplemenl  to 

tte  "dated  18-2-19 

W.  Marshall. 
Mentioned    in    the    6th    Supplement 

dat-  d     5-6-1919     to    the  "  London 

Gazette  "•  dated  23-6-1919    (for   ser- 

\  i.e   with    th  •   M.I'..  I'.  I 
Mentioned   by   l.t.-<-  m  pal  sir  J.  L. 

Van  J)event  t.  K.<  .B.,  Commander- 

in-Chiei    British     Forces     in    East 

Ativan   Expeditionary   Force  in  his 

despatch,  dated  21-1  1918. 
Mentioned    in    the  6th    Supplemenl 

dated    5-6-1919     to    the    "  London 
sette  "  dated  3-6-1919  (for  Bervice 

with  the  M.F.  Force.) 

Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E, 
I.  in  the  Supplemenl  to  the  "London 
Gazette  "'  dated  5-6-1919  No.  31368. 

)  Mentioned  in  the  2nd  Supplement  t<> 
••  London  Gazette  "dated  22-1-1919 

for  scr\  ice   with   the   ""  E.  E.  I 


•  London    I  raze- 
l.\    General   Sir 
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Name  and    Rank. 


Mentiom. 


Jemadar  Brij  Mohanlal    . .    M.E.F. 


Jem  ad  a?  Ishan  Saheb   F<- 
quijj  lln     mil  l.b.S.M. 


Faquir  Hussaiji,  I.D.S.M., 

Khan  Sahib. 


Jemadar  G.  V.  Pradhan   . 


E.  A.  E.  P. 


Waziristan 


Frontier  Force 


Egyptian  Ex. 
Force. 


Jemadar  Girija  Ghukhan    j  197,  M.E.F. 
Bakshi. 


Jemadar  Gopi  Krishna         ;  Egyptian  Ex. 
Pandit.  j      "Force. 


Jemadar  Govind  Chinta- 
man  Nene. 


Jemadar  Gulam  Nabi 


Jemadar  Harendra  Nath 
Roy. 


Jemadar   Harichand 


Busnif*1  Fx. 

Force 


512,  M.E.F. 


M.E.F. 


M.  E.  F. 


Jemadar  Rai  Saheb  Hu-         M.E.F. 
kumatri. 


(I)  Mentioned  for  service  with  tbe 
M.  E.  I',  in  the  Supplemenl  to 
the  ■'  London  <  Cassette  "  dati  <l 
5-6-1919,  No.  31368. 

(1)  Awarded   rndian    Distinguished    Ser- 

vice Medal  for  meritorious  jervice 
while  with  the  East  African  Expe- 
ditionary Force  (D.G.'s  (  irculai 
No.  3,  dated  the  12-4-1917). 

(2)  Mentioned  by  General  Sir  C.  Cf.  Mon- 

ro, G.C.B.,  G.C.8.I.,  G.(  .M.G.  in  his 
despatch,  dat<  d  Aug.  1920. 

(3)  Mentioned  by  Sir  C.G  Monro,  G.C.B., 

G.C.S.I.,  G.C.M.G.,  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  India,  in  his  despatch  dated 
1-11-19. 
(1)  Mentioned  by  Sir  E.  H.  H.  Allenby, 
(J.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  E.E.F.  in  his  despatch,  dated 
5-3-1919,  for  the  period  from  19-9- 
1918  to  31-1-1919  (G.  of  I.  Part  I, 
dated  19-7-1919.) 

(1)  Specially  commended  bv  Lt. -General 

Sir  William  Marshall ,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S. 
L,  Commander-in-Chief  of  M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918  for 
devotion  to  duty. 

(2)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E. 

F.  in  the  6th  Supplement,  dated 
5-6-1919  to  "London  Gazette"  dated 
3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  bv  Sir  E.  H.  H.  Allenby, 
G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  E.  E.  Force,  in  his  despatch, 
dated  5-3-1919  for  the  period  from 
19-9-18  to  31-1-1919  (G.  of  I.  Part 
I,  dated  19-7-1919.) 

(1)  Mentioned  for  service  in  Bushire 
Force  for  the  period  from  1-4-1918 
to  31-3-1919  (G.  of  I.  dated  13-3- 
1920). 

(1)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  the  6th  Supplement,  dated 
5-6-1919  to  the  "  London  Gazette  " 
dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in"'  the  6th  Supplement,  dated 
5-6-1919  to  the  "London  Gazette" 
dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  the  6th  Supplement,  dated 
5-6-1919  to  the  "London  Gazette" 
dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Specially  commended  bv  Lt. -General 
Sir  William  Marshall,  K.C.B. .  K.C.S. 
T..  Commander-in-Chief  M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918  for 
devotion  to  dutv. 
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Mentions. 


Jemadar  J.  N.  Gupta 


Jemadar  K.  P.  (  havda     . . 


Jemadar  K.  R.  S.  Iyengar. 

Jemadar  K.  V.    Xilkan- 
tham. 


J.madar  Klian    Sahib 
Kaikluisrus  Surti. 


M.E.F. 


M.E.F. 


m.  i:.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


Jamadar  Kunshi   Ram 


Jemadar  Mahomet'.  HuSain.    M.E.F. 

i 


M.E.F. 


Jemadar  Maung  Aye 

Maung  (Alimudan 

( loung  Tizeik.  Ya  Min). 


Jemadar,  Maung  Ba  lam. 


Jemadar  Biaung  Ba   Thein 

(Ahmrdan  Goung  Tiz- 
eik Ya  Min.) 


M.   E.   F. 


M.E.F. 


M.  E.  I- 


(1)  Mentioned    in    the    titli  Supplement 

dated  5-6-  L9  to  the  "  London  (  ia- 
zette"  dated  3-6-1919      for     ser\ 

with  the  M.  !•:.!•'. 

(1)  Specially  commended  l>\   Lt.-General 
Sir  William  Marshall,  k.<  .B.,  K.<  ,S. 

1..  <  !ommander-in-(  ihief,  M.  E.  F.  in 
hisdespatch,  dated  1 1-1 L-1918  for 
devot ion  to  duty. 

( 1 )  Where  mention*  d  not  I  raceable. 
(1)  Mentioned    in    tin    6th   Supplement 

dated  5-6-  MM!)  to  the  "  London   <  ra- 

zette"  datod    3-6-1919   for   b« 

with  the  M.E.F. 
(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  Stanley 

.Maude.      K.(  .  Ik .      (  bmmander  in- 

(  hief,   .M.  E.F.   in  Ill's  despatch,  dat    d 

2-11-1917. 

Mention,  ,1    l,\     Lt.-Gl  neial    Sir    \\ '.   R. 

Marshall,  K.c.r...  K.C.S.I.,  Com- 
maiulei  in-(  hiet.  M. E.F.,  in  his  des- 
patch,dated  15-4-1918. 

(3)  Specially  commended  l>\    Lt.-General 

Sir  Marshall,  K.<  .B.,  K.<  .S.I.,  I  om- 
mander-in-t  Ihief,  M.  E.  F.  in  his  d<  - 
patch , dated  1 1-1  L-1918  for  d  votion 
to  duty. 

(4)  Mentioned    in    the  6th  Supplement, 

dated     5-6-1919    to    the    "London 
( lazette"  dat.  d  3-6-  1!>    for    services 
with  the  M.E.F. 
Mentioned  in  the    6th    Supplement. 

dated  5-6-1919  1"    the   "  Louden    Ca- 

/.ette*'    dated   3-6-1919  for  servieV  a 

with  the  M.L.I'. 
(1)  Mentioned   for  services  with   M.E.F. 

in    the   61  b   Supplement  .    dad  d   5-6- 

1919     to    the    ■■London     Gazette'1 

dated  3-6-1919. 
(1)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-General 

Sir  William  Marshall,  K.<  .B.,    K.<  . 

5.1.  0  iiiinander-in  (  hief .  M.  E.  E  .  in 

his  despatch,  dated    11-11-1918  foi 

devotion  to  dutj  . 

(1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  the  Supplement  to  the  "London 
Gazette"  dated  5-6-1919,  No.  31368 

(1)  Specially     commended       by        Lt.- 

General  Sir  William   Marshall,  8  < 

B. .  k.<  ,S.L,  <  oinmand  r-in-<  hief. 
M  E.  F.  in  his  de-pat'  h .  data  d 
11-11-1918   for  devotion    to   duty. 

(2)  Mentioned  in  the  6th  Supplement   U 

the  ••  London  Gazette"  dated  3-6-19 
foi  -  with  the  M.E.F. 
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N.i  me  and  Rank. 


Mentions. 


Jemadar    Muthu    Krishna 
Mudaliar. 


Jemadar  Muzaffar  Ahmed 
I.D.S.M. 


Jemadar  Khansah?b  Nabi 
Baksh. 

Jemadar  Nazir  Ahmed    . . 
Jemadar  Nur-Uddin 
Ahmed. 


Jemadar    Khan      Saheb 
Pirozshaw  Baliiwalla. 


Bushire  Ex. 
Force. 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


173,  M.E.F. 
M.  E.  F.  . . 


M.  E.  F. 


Jemadar  Rai  Saheb  Ram- 
chandra  Brijmal. 


Jemadar  Shah   Gafoor 
Khan,  I.D.S.M. 


Jemadar  Shaikh  tJmar 


Jemadar  T.  Ramkrishna 
Swamy. 


Havildar  Abdul  Karim,  I. 
D.S.M. 


Havildar  Ahmed  Din 


M.  E.  F. 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F.  . 


M.  E.  F. 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


(1)  Mentioned  for  services  in  the  Busk  ire 
Force  from  l  i  1918  to  31  3  1919 
("Gazette  of  India"  dated  13-3-1920) 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Major-Genera]  A.  R. 
Hoskins,  (  .M.G.,  D.S.O.,  the  late 
(  ommandi  r-in-(  hief,  Easi  African 
Ex.  Force,  in  his  despatch  dated 
30-5-1920. 

(1)  Mentioned  in  the  6th  supplement  to 
the"London  Gazette*' dated  3-6-1919 
for  services  with  tin-  M. E.F. 

(1)  Where  mentioned  not  traceable. 

(1)  Specially  commended  In-  Lt. -Gene- 
ral Sir"  William  Marshall,  K.C.B., 
K.C.S.I.,  Commander-in-Chief,  M.E. 
F.  in  his  despatch ,  dated  11-11-1918 
for  devotion  to  duty. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt. -General  Sir  Stanley 

Maude,  K.C.B.,Commander-in-Chh-f, 
M.E.F.  in  his  despatch,  dated  2-11- 
1917. 

(2)  Specially  commended  bv-  Lt. -General 
•      Sir  William  Marshall,  K.C.B..  K.<    S. 

I.,  Commander-in-Chief.  M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918  for 
devotion  to  duty. 

(3)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 

F.  in  the  6th  Supplement  dated 
5-6-19  to  the  "  London  Gazette,'"' 
dated  3-6-1919. 

(1)  Mentioned  in  the  6th  Supplement, 
dated  5-6-1919  to  "Londcn  Gazette" 
dated  3-6-1919  for  distinguished 
gallant  service  and  devotion  to 
duty  with  the  ME.F. 

(1)  Awarded  Indian  D.S.M.  for  devotion 
to  duty  with  the  East  African  Ex- 
pedv.  Force  (D.G.'s  Circular  No. 
42,  dated  7-11-1918). 

(1)  Speciallv  mentioned  bv  Lt. -General 
Sir  William  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S. 
I.,  Commander-in-Chief.  M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918  for 
devotion  to  duty. 

(1)  Mentioned  bv  Lt. -General  W.  R.  Mar- 
shall, K.C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  Commander- 
in-Chief ,  M.E.F.  in  his  despatch  dated 
11-11-1918  for  devotion  to  duty. 

(1)  Awarded  Indian  D.S.M.  for  devotion 
to  duty  while  with  the  East  African 
Expeditionary  Force  (D.G.'s  Circu- 
lar No.  42,  dated  7-11-1918). 

(1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  Supplement  to  the  "London 
Gazette  '  dated  5-6-1919  (No.  31368). 
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Name  and  Rank. 


Unit. 


.Mentions. 


Havildar  Balharilal 


Havildar  Bindra   Ban,  I. 
D.S.M. 


Havildar  Bishen  Dass.    I. 
D.S.M. 


Havildar  D.  M.  Chitalc 


Havildar  Dharilal 


Havildar  G.  M.  Pundc 


Havildar  J.  Gosain 

1 1  a  vildar   Gurbachami  q  g. 

Havildar  Guradas  Sine    . 


Havildar  Mahomed  Saab. 

Havildar  Kotu  Ram 


Havildar  Krishnachar  Ra- 

niarao. 


Havildar  Mangal  Dass     . . 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


E.  A.  E.  F. 


!•:.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F.  . 


Frontier  Force 


M.  E.  F. 


E.  A.  E.  F. 
I.  E.  P.  ■■  A 
E.  A.  E.  F, 


M.  E.  P.  . . 
E.  A.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  F. 


M.  E.  I". 


(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Honourable 
J.  ('.  Smuts,  I  ommander-in-<  Ihief, 
Easi  African  Expeditionary  Force 
in  his  despatch,  dated  8-5-1916. 

(1)  Awarded  Indian  distinguished  ser- 
vice medal  for  devotion  bo  duty 
while  with  the  Easi  African  Expedi- 
tionary Force  (D.G.'s  Circular  No. 
12,  dated  7-11-18.) 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Honour- 
able J.  C.  Smuts,  '  ommander-in- 
( Ihief,  Easi  African  Expeditionary 
Force,  in  his  despatch,  dated  22-11- 
L916. 

(1)  Specially  commended  by  Lt. -General 

Sir  William  Marshall,  K.<  .!'»..  K 
I.,  Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.,  in 
his  despatch,   dated    11-11-1918   for 
devotion  to  dutj . 

(2)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E.F. 

in  the  Supplement  to  the  "London 
Gazette"  dated  5-6-1919,  No.  31368. 
(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  Stanley 
Maude,  K.< !.  B.,  ( !ommander-in-(  ihief, 
M.E.F.,  in  his  despatch  dated  _'-l  1 - 
1917. 

(1>  Mentioned  bySirCC.  Monro,  G.C.B., 
G.C.S.I.,  G.C. M.<;..  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  India  in  his  despatch  dated 
the  1-1  l-l  91  it. 

(1)  "Gazette  of  India-  dated  15-8-1917 
l>v  Genera]  Sir  Stanley  Maude. 
M.  E.  F. 


(1)  Where  mentioned  not  traceable. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  J.  L. 
Van  Deventer,  K.C.B. ,  Commander 
in-Chief.  British  Forces  in  the  Fast 
African  Expeditionary  Force  in  his 
despatch,  dated  the  21st  Jan. 
191v 

(1)  Where  mentioned  nol  traceable. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  J.  L 
Van  Deventer,  RL.C.B.,  <  ommander- 
in-Chief.  British  Forces  in  the  East 
African  Ex.  force  in  hi>  despatch, 
dat -d   21-1-1918. 

(1)  Mentioned  in  the  Supplement  to  the 
••  London  Gazette,*1  dated  5-6-1919, 
No.  31368,  for  services  with  the 
M.  1  •:  I 

(1)  Mentioned  b]  Lt.-General  Sii  Stanley 

Maude,  K. C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief 
M.E.F.  in  his  despatch  dated  2-11- 
1917. 

(2)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 

F.    in  the    6th    Supplement,   dated 
5-6-1919    to     <;  London    Gazette" 
dated  3-6-1919. 
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Name  and  Rank. 


Unit. 


Mentions. 


Havildar  Maung  Sequah  . . 


Havildar      Mohomed     Ali 

Shah. 


Havildar  Munshi  Ram 


Havildar  Nagappa  Agappa 


Havildar    Nur      Mahomed 
Khan. 

Havildar  P.   W.   Tamhan- 
kar. 


\i.   E.  !•.  . 
E.  A  E.  F 

m.  i:.  i . 
M.  E.  f: 

M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 


Havildar  R.  R.  Iyer 


Havildar    Rai     Ruplal,     I. 
D.S.M. 


Havildar   Ram   Lotan  Sa- 

M. 

E. 

F 

vant. 

Havildar          Rangaswamy 
Iyer. 

M. 

E. 

F 

Havildar   S.  R.  V.     Rama- 

M. 

E. 

F 

niah 

M.  E.  F, 


M.  E.  F. 


Havildar  Chittur  S.  Yen-    M.  E.  F. 
kateshwar  Iyer. 


(I)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.K. 
!•'.  in  the  6th  Supplement  to  the 
"  London  Gazetfc  ".  dated  3-6-1019. 

(I)  Mentioned   by  Lt.-General  Sir    .J.  L. 
Van  Deventer,  ELC.B.,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  Last  African  Expeditionary 
Force  in  bis  despatch,  dat<  d  _'  I  -1 
1918. 

(I)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General Sir  Stanley 
Mande,  K.(  .  B.,  ( bmmander-in- 
(  hief,  M.  E.I.  in  his  despatch,  dated 
2-11-1917. 

(1)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-General 
Sir  William  Marshall.  K.<  ,B.,  K  I 
I.,  Commander-in-Chief,    M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch   dated    11-11-1918  for 
devotion  to  duty. 

(1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  M.K.I', 
in  the  Supplement  to  the  "  London 
Gazette",  dated  5-6-1919  No.  31368. 

(1)  Specially  commended  by  Lt.-General 

Sir  William  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S. 
I.,  Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.  in 
his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918  for 
devotion  to  duty. 

(2)  Mentioned  for  gallant   distinguished 

service  and  devotion  to  duty  with 
the  M.E.F.  in  the  6th  Supplement, 
dated  the  5th  June  1919  to  the 
"  London  Gazette  ",  dated  3-6-1919. 
(1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E 
F.  in  the  Supplement  to  the  "London 
Gazette",  dated  5-6-1919  No.  31368. 

(1)  Mentioned  by  Lt.-General  Sir  Stanley 

Maude,  K.C.B.,  Commander-in- 
Chief,  M.E.F.  in  his  despatch,  dated 
2-11-1917. 

(2)  Awarded  Indian  D.S.M.   for  service 

with    the   M.E.F.    (D.    G.'s  Circular 

No.  5,  dated  24-4-1919). 
(1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 

F.  in  the  Supplement  to  the  "London 

Gazette,"    dated    the  5-6-1919,  No. 

31368. 
(1)  Mentioned  for  service  with  the  M.E. 

F.  in  the  Supplement  to  the  "London 

Gazette",  dated  5-6-1919  No.  31368. 
(1)  Specially  commended  bv  Lt.-General 

Sir  William  Marshall,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S. 

I.,   Commander-in-Chief,  M.E.F.   in 

his  despatch,  dated  11-11-1918   for 

devotion  to  duty. 

(1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  the  Supplement  to  the  "London 
Gazette",  dated  the  5-6-1919,  No. 
31368. 
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Name  and  Ran  k. 


Mentions. 


Havildar  Thakur  Prassad 
Missra. 

(  h  erseer  Rullia   Ham 


Follower  Allam   Gir  Fa  ten  - 
din. 


Hi.  E.  F. 

Follower  Lakshmi  Chaml  ..    M.  E.  F. 


.M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 


Mr.  Sandlea   A.  <;.   [nspec- 
fcor. 

Mr.  Bala  Singham,    Inspec- 
tor. 
Mr.  Gopal  Dass 
Mr*  Jauhri  Mall,  [nspector. 

Mr.     Lukhuram      Chitkara 

Postmaster. 
Lala  Hukum  Chand    Kliat- 

tar,  sub-postmaster. 

Mr.  Dina  Xath 


Mr.  [qbal  Xath     .. 

Mr.  Muhammad  Akbar 

Mr.  Amrit  ('hand    .  . 

Mr.  Ha  mid  Ali 

Mr.  Jowala  Sahai  . . 

Mr.  Muhammad  Ramsan  . . 

Mr.  \'as  Dev 

Mr.  Dharilal  Seth,   Deputj 


Waziristari 


Do. 


..  (1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E, 
F.  in  supplement  to  t  be  "  London 
Gazette"  dated  5-6-1919,  No.  31368 

..  (1)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  tin  supplement  to  the"London 
Gazette"  dated  5-&1919,  No.  31 

..  (I)  Mentioned  for  services  with  the  M.E. 
F.  in  tlit-  Supplement  to  the  "London 
Gazette"  .laud  5.6-1919,  No.  31368. 

..  (1)  8th  Supplement  to  "London  Gazette*', 
dated  18-2-1919,  by  Genera]  Sir 
William  Marshall,  K.(  .B.,  K.C.S.I., 
(  ommander-in-<  Ihief,  M.  E.F. 

. .    Mentioned  by  General  Sir  C.  <      Monro, 
G.C.B.,    G.C.S.I.,    G.C.MG.,    in  his 
despatch,  dated   August   1st,   L920. 
Do.  do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

South  Persia  Force 


I).. 

East  Persia  I 
Marri  Field  Fun-  ■ 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Base  Post  ma  >t  ci 


Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

do 

J),.. 


do. 


Brought    to  be    notice  of    Secretary   of 
Stale  for    War   lor  'in     1-6- 

19lst.,  30-4-1919. 


Do. 
Do. 

D  . 
Do. 
I),.. 
Do. 
Do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 


Mentioned  in  Despatch  dated  L-ll-1919 
for  valuable  services  rendered  during 
the  operation-,  against  Afghanistan. 
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List  ol  Post  Office  personnel  who  served  in  the  Great  War 
and  North-Western  Frontier,  1914-1020. 

Officers* 


Name. 

Circle. 

Force. 

Lt.-Col.  K.  A.  Appleby,  O.B.E.      .. 

Punjab 

E.  A.  !■:.  P. 

Lt.-Col.  A.  J.  Hughes  ,  Cl.lv 

Bombay 

E.  E.  P.  and  .M.  K.  F 

Lt.-Col.  C.  P.  G.  Quilter       .. 

United  Provinces 

Be  jhire  P.  1- . 

Lt.-Col.  H.  S.  H-.  Pilkington,  CLE., 

Bombay 

J.  E.  P.  "A  ". 

M.V.O. 

Lt.-Col.  H.  A.  Sams,  CLE.,  I.C.S... 

Centra] 

M.  E.  P. 

Lt.-Col.  S.  C.  Sinclair,  M.B.E. 

United  Provinces 

E.  E.  P. 

Lt.-Col.  W.  A.  Smith 

Madras 

N.  W.  F. 

Lt.-Col.  A.  B.  Thompson 

Northern 

M.  E.  P. 

Lt.-Col.  E.  B.  Thompson,  M.B.E. 

Central 

I.  E.  P.,  M.  E.  F. 

X.  VV.  Frontier. 

Major  A.  Angelo,  O.B.E 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  P. 

Major  C  J.  E.  Clerici,  CLE.,  O.B. 
E. 

Major  Thomas  Rowland  Hill 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Major  C  H.  McMinn 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Major  C  Probyn  Smith,  M.B.E.     . . 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Major  A.  C  Vernieux 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Major  C  J.  F.  Kilman 

East  Persia 

Capt.  A.  R.  Augier 

Central 

E.  A.  and  M.  E.  F. 

Capt.  J.  S.  Buckner,  M.B.E. 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Capt.  J.  H.  E.  Cook 

Central 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

Capt.  W.  C  Dennehy 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Capt.  C.  L.  Fox          

Central 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Capt.  A.  G.  Gillespie 

Bombay 

E.E.  F. 

Capt.  R.  Fraser  Kalberer 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Capt.  H.  M.  Newton 

United  Provinces 

E.  E.  F. 

Capt.  F.  J.  Longhlin,  M.B.E. 

Punjab 

N.  W.  Frontier. 

Capt.  T.  G.  Chioddetti 

United  Provinces 

N.  W.  Frontier. 

Lt.  C.  W.  Taylor       

Bombay 

E.  E.  F.,  M.E.F.  and 
I.  E.  F.  ';  A  ". 

Lt.  J.  H.  Owens,  CLE.,  M.B.E.     . . 

Western 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  R.  W.  Appleby 

Northern 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  A.  E.  Azevedo,  M.  B.E. 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  C  H.  Bell             

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  M.  Bickers            

Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  N.  T.  Bray           

Southern 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  A.  I.  P.  Browne 

Bengal 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  N.  M.  Buckner 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  E.  G.  Bullard 

Central 

I.  E.  F.  "A  "(Killed.) 

Lt.  L.  A.  Creagan 

Burma         . . 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  T.  J.  Daintith 

United  Provinces 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Lt.  J.  E.  Davison,  M.B.E 

Behar  and  Orissa 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  P.  Donovan 

United  Provinces 

British  Mission  Escort, 
and  Bushire  Force. 

Lt.  E.  S.  Doran          

Burma 

E.  E.  F.  (Died). 

Lt.  A.  J.  Earl             

Madras 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  " 

Lt.  H.  C  Eccleston,   M.B.E. 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Lt.  J.  Elliot                

Madras 

British  Mission  Escort 

Lt.  F.  E.  N.  Faithful 

Behar  and  Orissa 

M.  E.  F. 
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Name. 


Circle. 


Force. 


Lt.  J.  Ferguson,  M.B.E. 


Lt.  K.  Green 
Lt.  H.  (i.  Gillespie 
Lt.  A.  G.  Gillespie 
Lt.  11.  11.  Bebberd 

Lt.  .1.  1*.  .Johnson 
Lt.  Jawahir  Singh 
Lt.  K.  (  .  Sen,  M.B.E. 
Lt.  C.o.  Kelly 
Lt,  E.  S.  Kelly 


Lt.  .1.  H.  King 
Lt.  s.  <;.  Little 
Lt.  C.  E.  Lovejoy 
Lt.  11.  R.  MacLeod    . 
Lt.  IL  A.  .Martin 
Lt.  E.  B.  Murphy      . 
Lt.  K.  B.  Murphy 
Lt.  H.  Newbould 

Lt.  S.O'Callaghan      . 

Lt.  H.  Ostoche 

Lt.  A.  Paul 

Lt,  L.  G.  Pigyott 

Lt.  L.  Pussej 

Lt.  W.  T.  Pussey       . 

Lt.  C.  J.  Roberts 

Lt.  D.  L.  Scott 

Lt.  R,  W.  Scroggie    . 

Lt.  R.  E.  Shalom 

Lt.  Shujal  Ali.  M.B.E 

Lt.  N.  S.  Smith 

Lt.  R.  W.  Spear,  M.B.F. 

Lt.  E.  B.  Stout 

Lt.  J.  P.  Williams      . 

Lt.  Mula  Sing 

Lt.  S.  R,  Kothavala  . 


United  Pro\  m. .  g 


Bombay 
Punjab 
Bombay 
Southern 
Punjab 
Punjab 
Bengal  and  Assam 
East  in 

Bengal  (\<>w  United  Pro 
vinces). 


Madras 

1'iut*  d  Pro\  inces 

Madras 

( lentral 

Punjab 

Punjab 

Punjab 

( lentral 

United  Pro\  inces 

Bihar  and  (  h  issa 

Centra] 

Punjab 

Punjab 

Bengal 

Central 

Eastern 

Burma 

Central 

Western   (   iwle 

United   Provin  i  - 

Punjab 

Bengal 

Bihar  &  <  h  issa 
United  Province 
Bombay       .  .   ' 


M.  E.  F.  (Transferred 
from  Force  "  G  "  in 

Dili.) 

British  Mission  Escoi  I . 

M.  E.  I 

E.  i-:.  k. 

Lnt ish  Mission  Esi  ort. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F.  and   F.  F.  F. 
E.  E.  F. 

British  Mission     Es<  "i  I 
(Bander  Abba-)   and 

Bushire  Force. 
1.  F.  F.  ■   A." 
M.  F.  I-. 
Bushire  Force, 
M.  F.  F. 

E.  i-:.  f 

E.  E.  1- 

F.  E.  F. 

I.  F.  I-.    •    \  ••  and  F. 

E.  F. 
M  E  F 
E.  E.  F.  and  M.  F    F. 

E.  i-:.  F. 

I    F.  F.    ■  A." 
1.  F.  F.  •     \. 
1.  F.  F.  "  A." 

F.  E    F. 
F.  A.  F.F. 

F.  F.  F.  (died.) 

M.  F.  K 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

British    Missi  m  Escoi  I 

and  Bushire  I  ■ 
M.  F.  F. 
X.  W.  Frontier. 
X.  W.  Frontier 
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Name. 

Circle. 

Vdl 

A.  ])<>ras\\ ami 

Burma 

Bl  E.  F. 

A.  Siromonoy 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

A  his  Pathy 

<  >ut  sider 

Bl  K.  F. 

Isaac  Abraham 

Central 

11  E.  F. 

( r.  Almeida 

( )n( sider  i  e  c r ui i  e d    a1 
Bom  bay. 

Bushire  Force. 

M.  R.  Ambrose 

Burma 

11  E.  F. 

R.  W.  AndersQn 

Burma 

\r.  e.  f. 

J.  L.  Anthony 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

L.  A.  T.  Anthony 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

I.  0.  Avakian 

Outsider 

M.  F.  F. 

Babu  J.  N.  Guha 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Babu  Mon  Mohan  Bose 

Bengal  and  Assam 

E.  E.  F. 

Barboza,  C.  J. 

Outsider      .  .  ' 

M.  E.  1  . 

Bareilli,  L.  V.             

Outsider 

.\r.  f.  f. 

C.  Barett 

Bombay 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  H.  Barrow             

Madras 

I.  E.  P.  "  A." 

Beachwood,  W.  0.  B 

Outsider 

Bl  F.  F. 

S.  Beadon 

Burma 

Bl  F.  F. 

Henry  Bramble  bee    .  . 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

W.  0.  Brewer 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

Britto,  A. 

•   •    •   • 

M.  E.  F. 

Allen  Britto                

Outsider 

Bl  E.  F. 

Browne,  F.  E. 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  Bully                      

Outsider  recruited  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  I.  Carter 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Carter,  George  V. 

Recruited  at  Calcutta 

M.  E.  F. 

Reginald  V.  Carter 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  L.  Caroll                 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  C.  E.  Cearus          

United  Provinces 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  G.  Cearus 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

W.  P.  Cecil                  

United  Provinces  .  . 

M.  E.  F. 

P.  J.  Charles               

Burma         . .          .  .     '     .  . 

M.  E.  F. 

F.  Clarke                      

Bengal 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

H.  P.  G.  Claburn 

Outsider  recruited  at  Mad- 

M. E.  F. 

G.  G.  Combes 

ras. 
Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  J.  Corondale 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  R.  Crawford 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  J.  D'Costa             

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

T.  F.  D'Costa             

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

F.  D'Cruz                    

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

N.  D'Cruz                   

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

F.  De  Lair 

Bombay 

t  . . 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  S.  D'Silva              

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  V.  D'Silva             

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

R,  D'Silva                  

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Wallace  De  Silva 

Mysore 

M.  E.  F. 

W.  D'Silva                  

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  D'Souza 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

R.  A.  De'Souza 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  F.  Keshwala         

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

J.  Daniel 

United  Provinces 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 
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Xainc 


<  lircle. 


! 


T.  Daniel 
\  .  J).  Davidson 
S.  A.  Davaman  Nad 
J.  David 
M.  S.David 
S.  David 
G.  ( ).   Da\  idson 
B.   Do  Mello 
P.  E.  Doneman 
W.  H.  Duckworth 
Fitzcrald  Dudley,  A. 
Mauriee  Duncan 
II.  B.  Dwvor 
H.  C.  Dver 
A.  J.  Karl 
E.  Farmer 
J.  S.  Fare  1 1 
'  A.  J.  Fernando/; 
Fernandez,  C.  M. 
E.  Fernandez 
E.  Fernandez 

E.  Fernandez 

F.  A.  Fernanda/. 

\    P.  Fernandez 
N.  W.  Fernandez 
N.  XV.  Fernandez 
Victal  Fernandez 
E.  B.  S.  Forbes 
I.  ionseea 

A.   Francis 

J.  Galway 

L.  Gamier 

J.  Gibson 

V.  S.  H.  Glaokon 

.1.  Gnenomoney 

D.  S.  Gomes 

A.  D.  Gonsalves 
(I.  F.  Gonsalves 
(<.   F.  Gonsalves 
J.  H.  ( Jregory 

B.  S.  Roj 

(i.  K.  Hannal 
W.  Hardloss 
Hargrave,  A.  (;. 
Harold  Havdon 
W.  X.  Harror 

C.  Hawkins 

F.  ( '<.  Hemmingway  .  . 

A.  Hendricks 

W.  A.  Highland 

K.  .1.  Hogan 

Homer 

A.  Irons 

Manuel  Issae 

J.  E.  Pivecha 

•I.  E.  Hodiwala 

J.  Ratnaswamv  Davia 


Burma 
Madras 
Madras 

a]  and    \ 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Bengal  and   \ 

Bombay 

I  faited  l'io\  i 

Burma 

Madras  Outsider 

Bengal  and  Assam 

Punjab 

Madras 

M  ad 

Madi 

Bombay 

Outsider 

<  Outsider 

Bombaj 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Madi 

Madras 

Madras 

Outsider 

( lutsider 

United  Provinces  . . 

Bombay 

Burma 

Outsider 

Burma 

( mtsider 

Punjab 

Burma 

Bombay 

Central 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Central  l'i<>\  m, , 

Bengal  and  Assam 

I  'in'  .I  Timn  inces 

Bombay 

Outsider 

Outsider 
Punjab 
Bengal 
,  Bengal  and  Assam 
Central 
Madi 
Punjab 
Punjab 
Outsider 
Bengal 
Bom  l>a  • 
Central 
Burma 


ML  E.  F. 

Bushire  I 

m.  i:  i 
M.  i 
i:   I    i 
M.  E.  F. 
E.  A.  I 
I  . 

.    m.  i:.  i 

M.  I 
M.  I.    I 
M.  E.  I 
M.  E.  I 
M.  E.  I 
M.  E   i 
.M.  I. 
M.  .'•:.  F. 
M.  E.  I-. 
E  E  I 

E.  \    i:  i  . 
E.A.E.1 
m.  i:  i 

.M.  I     i 
M.  E    I  . 
M.  E    I  . 
M.  E.  I 

i   )■:.  i     •  \ 
M.  E.  i 
M.  I 
.M.  I-     I 

M.  i •: 
M.  I 
E.  I 
.M   i: 
M.  E.  i\ 
M.  E.  K. 
M.  E.  I 
.M.  E.  I 
M.  E    I 
M    i:    I 
Salonica  For 
M.  E.  F. 
m.  i:  i 

M     I      I 

E.  A.  !•:  i 

M  E.  I 

M.  K.  F. 

M.  E.  P. 

M.  E.  I 

1.  E.  I       ■•  \. 

M.  E.  I 

M.  K.  F. 

m   f   i 
E.  A    E.  I  . 
M.  E.  F. 

m   i:   i 
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Name. 

( lircle. 

Force. 

E.  James 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Pte  C  W.  Jarreth 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

1).  II  Jogina 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

<  !.  P.  John                   

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

J.  S  .John                    

Burma 

M.  E.  P. 

II .  B.  Jones 

Madras 

11  K.  F. 

L.  S.  Jones                  . .  , 

Outsider 

M.  E.  P. 

G.  M.  Joseph 

Madras 

Bl  E.  F. 

M.  L.  Joseph 

Burma 

A  .  E.  F. 

K.  S.  Surti                  

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  0.  Kelly                 

Central 

E.HF.  &  I.K.F.  "A." 

E.  W.  C.  Kelly           

Bengal 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

G.  Kelly                     

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  P. 

•G.  S.  C.  Kelly             

Bihar  and  Orissa 

Aden  Field  Force. 

J.  Kelly                        

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

Kwan  Kjd                ... 

Burma         . .       '  . . 

M.  E.  F. 

L.  W.  Pakirdandan 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  Chinnappen           . . 

Bihar  and  Orissa 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  R.  Lalkaka            

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

A.  Lawrence 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

R.  0.  Lewis 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

F.  George  Lochmer 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  C.  Locke 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

L.  C.  Long  Ferd 

Madras 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

H.  W.  Luke                

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  L.  Kapadia 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  B.  MacBride         

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  W.  MacDonald 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

T.  McGill                    

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

L.  S.  McGuire             

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  E.  McLeavy           

United  Provinces 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

M.  I.  Mahony              

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  L  Mahoney           

Punjab 

British  Mission  Escort. 

B.  Manuel                   

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

Marcar,  C. 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

J.  Marsland 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

G.  H.  C.  Martin         

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

R.  A.  Martin              

United  Provinces 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

W.  S.  Martin              

Recruited      at    Lucknow 
(U.  P.) 

M.  E.  F. 

Mascurine,  J.  V. 

Outsider  recruited  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

M.  E.  F. 

Mg  BaLun                  

Burma 

•                    •  •                    •   * 

M.  E.  F. 

Mg  Ba  Pe                    

Burma 

. 

M.  E.  F. 

-Mg  Ba  Shani               

Burma 

.          . .          . . 

M.  E.  F. 

Maung  Ba  Shain 

Burma 

.          •  •          ■  • 

Mg  Ba  Shein  •            

Burma 

.        (  . . 

M.  E.  F. 

Mg  Ba  Thein 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

MgHla                        

Burma 

If.  E.  F. 

Maung  Ln  Gale 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Maung  Maung 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Maung  Myit                

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Maung  P.  E.  Gve 

Burma 

. 

M.  E.  F. 

Mg.  Po  Chit                

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Maung  Shein 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  J.  Menchand 

Madras 



M.  E.  F. 
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Name. 

( lirole. 

•  Force. 

•C.  Mercav 

Southern 

i:.  A.  B.  F. 

R.  Mitehel 

Bombay 

M.  B.  F. 

•C.  Montero 

Bombay 

K.  A.  E.F. 

V.  F.  Morleif 

Central 

M     B.  F. 

E.  B.  Murphy 

United  Proi  incea 

l.K.F.    •   A." 

D.  Murtrie 

Bombay 

1      \.   K.   F. 

N.  1  hsa  mullah 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  R.  C.  Nash 

Central 

M.  B.  F. 

R.  C.  T.  Nash 

Madras 

E.  B.  F. 

1.  H.  Neves 

Madras 

M.  B.  F. 

H.  A.  Newbould 

.... 

}■:.  B.  i" 

F.  Newton 

Burma 

M.  K.  F. 

Edwin  Noronlia 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

Novroji  Barjorji  Dabdi 

Bombay 

M.  E,  F. 

P.  J.  0.  Connor 

Madras 

M.  B.  F. 

P.  Tarbic 

Bengal  and  .Wain 

M.  E.  F. 

P.  M.  Munshi 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  •  A." 

D.  E.  Pandol 

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  S.  Paul 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  M.  Pereira 

Bombay 

M.  B.  F. 

•Curor  Peter 

Madras 

M.   B.  F. 

L.  A.  Peters 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

L.  A.  Peters 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Peterson,  A.  V. 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

V.  T.  Piggot 

United  Provinces 

1.  E.  F.      A." 

W.  Povey 

Bihar  and  ( >ri>sa 

M.  E.  F 

W.  C.  1 'ravers 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

R.  T.  Pusey 

E.  E.  F. 

W.  T.  Pus<  v 

F.  E.  F. 

R.  S.  Surti' 

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

•Charles  Rainford 

. . 

Outsider 

M.  E.  V. 

F.  X.  Rebeiro 

Central 

I.  E.  F.   •  A." 

C.  Rebello 

.          . . 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  Regont 

Outsider 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  M.  Roach 

«          •  • 

Outsider 

M.  F.  F. 

H.  V.  Roberts 

. . 

Punjab 

i:    A.  B,  F. 

C.  J.  Roberts 

. . 

Punjab 

F.  E.  F. 

0.  G.  Rodricks 

. . 

United   Provinces 

E.  A.  F.  F . 

F.  D.  Rodricks 

United  Provinces  . .       ... 

1.  F.  F.   •   A." 

P.  J.  Roderique 

. . 

Madras 

I.  E.  F.  •  A. 

B.  A.  Rodgers 

Madias 

M.  F.  F. 

Roderigues  Albert 

. . 

Recruited  at  Nagpur 

M.  F.  F. 

A.  J.  Rose 

Bombay 

M.  F.  F. 

P.  W.  Rose 

United  Provinces 

ML  F.  F. 

?.  A.  Rulach 

.          . . 

United  Provinces 

I.F.F.  •  A." 

5.  L.  Madura  Neyagon 

. . 

Punjab 

M.  F.  F. 

VI.  D.  Sagayam 

Burma 

.M.  F.  F. 

B.  Samuel 

Burma 

M.  F.  F. 

John  Samuel 

•          •  • 

«  Eastern 

M.  F.  F. 

VI.  R.  Sandy 

•          •  • 

( Outsider 

M.  F.  F. 

S.  W.  Sergeant 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  F.  F. 

Seymour,  G.  A. 

•          .  ■ 

Recruited  at  Lucknow 

M.  E.  F. 

3.  H.  Shepherd 

•          . . 

Outsider 

M.  K.  V. 

>ion  Reuben  Shellim 

Outsider 

M    F.  F. 

Jherrad 

Burma 

.M.  F.  F. 

2.  C.  Smith 

. . 

Bombay 

M.  F.  F. 

S.  W  Smitli 

F.  F.  F. 
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Whim1 

Circle. 

For* 

M.  Smith 

i  Out  idei 

M.  E.  P. 

N.  S.Smith 

E.  E 

Soloman  1  >a  \  i<l.  .1. 

( Outsider 

M.  E.  1  . 

Jl.  W.  Soul  berland    . 

Bengal  and  Assam 

k  a.  k.  i". 

R.  \V.  Spear 

Punja  1) 

1.  E.F.  "A."&  .M.  1 

:.  F 

W.  V.  Spinoza 

Bengal  and  Assa  m 

.M.  i;.  F. 

A.  P.  Stale 

Bengal 

1.  1              \.- 

1).  J.  Sutherland 

Bombay 

M.  E.  1'. 

B.  C.  Thompson 

Outsider 

\i.  !•;.  f. 

V.  P.  ^edanayagham 

Nadar 

M.i 'Iras           

ML  E.  !  . 

F.  Vanstein 

( 'nit id  Provinces 

1.   K.   1  . 

C.  H.  R.  Vernal 

Central          

I.  E.  F."   A." 

Alfred  Vernam 

Bombay 

.M.  E.  F. 

C.  R.  Weston 

Bomb  a\ 

E.  E.  r. 

G.  Wheeler 

Bombay 

M.  K.  F. 

Otto  Wielle 

Madras 

E.  E.  F.  and  M.  E. 

1'. 

P.  C.  Woodman 

Burma' 

JUL  E.  r. 

Lakar  Ali 

U.  P.           

K.  F.  F.  and  M.  E. 

F. 
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Name. 

( Srcle. 

Force. 

A.  M.  De  Raj              

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

W.  B.  Andeen            

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  I.).  Hardakar         

United  l'v<>\  inces 

1.  E.  F.      A 

H.  R.  B.  Bull             

Bihar  and  <  Irissa    . . 

1.  E.  r  ••   \.' 

I).  ('.  Byrne               

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

X.  .).  c.  Byrne           

R.  .M.  s.  K.  Division 

\i.  E.  F.  (from  1 

"  G  •"  in      1916.) 

X.  ( lordero 

(  Vut  ral  <  'ircle 

M.  K.  F. 

B.  I.  Dall                   

.Madras          

M.  E.  F.     (from  Force 

!  ••  in  1916.) 

8.  E.  Dias                  

Bengal  and  Assam 

J.  1).  I  >oran 

Madia- 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  .).  Kail                     

•    •                           ■    •                          .    . 

E.  E.  F. 

E.  V.  Everel  1             

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

.).  Ferguson 

United  Provinces 

E.  E.  F. 

F.  M.  Katrak             

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  B.  Fido                  

Bombay 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

Qonsalves,  B.  G. 

Bombay 

Aden  F.  F. 

V.  S.  11.  Glackan 

E.  E.  F. 

J.  M.  Gonsalves 

Bombay 

M.  E.  1  . 

rr.  A.  Jacob                

Madras 

M.  E.  !'. 

H.  E.  James 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Jl.  E.  Jones 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

F.  P.  M.  Miams         

United  Provinces  . . 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

K.  B.  Murphy             

Oudh           

I.  E.  F.   •  A." 

Merveyan  Murtrie 

.Madras         •.  . 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

J.  S.  Nadar 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  M.  Newton 

United  Provinces 

I.  E.  F.  •    A." 

1\  K.  Ghosh               

Central  Provim 

M.  E.  F. 

J*.  B.  Lalkaka 

Bombay 

lv  E.  F. 

B.  A.  Mai  tin                

!•:.  K.  F. 

W.  Tascoe 

Bombay 

E.   \.  E.  F. 

J.  A.  Pereira 

Bombay 

m.  I-:.  F. 

W.  C.  Prayero            

Cent  raJ 

M.  E.  F. 

A    S.  Pusey                 

B  mgal  and  Assam 

E.   \.  E.  F. 

D.  B.  Rodrick            

Bihar  and   <  Irissa  . . 

I.  K    F.    •  A."" 

(.'.  W.  Samuel 

Madras 

\.i  ii  F.  F. 

('.  s.  Smith                 

United  Provinces 

Bushire  Force. 

gmith,  E.                    

Madras 

Aden  F.  F. 

D.  P.  B.  Somasundaram 

Madras 

E.  E.  F.    and  M.  E.  F. 

E.   B.  Stout                

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  1  . 

It.  Smart                      

Punjab 

ML  E.  I 

Percival  A.  Tarbie     ..          ..        ».. 

Outsider  recruited  at  Cal- 
cutta. 

\i.  E.  1 

('.  A.  Templeton        

Bombay 

1.  E.  F.    ■  A  :   .uid 
M.  E.  1 

N.  W.  Thurley           

Bengal 

M  E.  F. 

(  .  -1.  Vigers 

Bengal  and  Assam 

.\r.  iv  i- 

Alfred  Vernan 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  Wat  kins                    

Madias 

M.  E.  F. 

Alfred  Wat  kins 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  White                 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  ('.    Wilson              

Bengal  and  A --am 

M.  E.  F. 
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Name. 

Circle. 

Force. 

A.  M.  Dasa                 

Burma 

M.  F.  P. 

J.  Auchen 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

1).  L.  Andrews 

Madias 

Aden  F.  F. 

Kach  Antic 

Central 

Bush  in*  Force. 

J.  C.  Archer 

Madras 

F.  A.  F.  F. 

W.  C.  Archer              

Southern 

M.  F.  F. 

P.  Atkinson 

M.  F.  F. 

H.  F.  A.  Azziline 

Mad  ras 

M.  F.  F. 

B.  G.  D.  Vedam       

M.  F.  F. 

B.  G.  Lokhande 

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

B.  Narayanaswamy  Naidu 

Mysore 

M.  F.  F. 

Marshall  Bailie           

Southern 

M.  F.  F. 

L.  H.  Baptist 

United  Provinces 

I.    E.  F.  "  A  "  and 
Bt  F.  F. 

L.  H.  Baptist 

Oudh             

I.  E.  F.  "  A  "  Force. 

C.  W.  Barghall           

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  Barker 

....          . . 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  Barret                     

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  Barrow 

Southern 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  P.  Bartlett              



M.  E.  F. 

Basil  Sinha 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  R.  Bezely              

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  Besterwitch 

Central 

Salon ica  Force. 

P.  Besterwitch 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  Bisswas 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  W.  Burghall           

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  J.  Balasingham 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  Maung 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  Maung  Noo 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  Paul  Cabeb             

Madras 

M.  E.  F 

J.  H.  Carter 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  Carvalho 

Bombay 

E.A.E.F 

W.  Carvalho 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  F.  Cieston              

Punjab 

"  G  "  Force  and 
M.  E.  F. 

E.  B.  Christian           

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

F.  Clarke                     

M.  E.  F      - 

G.  G.  E.  Combes        

Hyderabad 

M.  E.  F. 

P.  F.  Combes              

Madras 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

A.  P.  Cresto           • 

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

A.  B.  Cutting             

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Alexander  D'Costa 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  D'Costa                  

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

G.  B.  D'Cruz 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

G.  B.  De  Cruz             

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  G.  N.  D'Cruz          

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

T.  V.  D'Ecmas           

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  C.  A.  De  Lang 

Southern 

M.  E.  F. 

AlexD'Sa                  

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

AlexD'Sa                   

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  D'Silva                   

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  F.  L.  D'Silva         

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

E.  G.  D'Silva             

Madras 

Aden  F.  F. 

M.  D'Silva                  

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Pillip  D'Silva              

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 
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Name. 


Force. 


R.  J.  D'Silva              

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Albert  D'Souza 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

P.  D'Souza                  

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Petter  D'Souza 

Bombay 

M.  E.  P. 

Urban  De  Souza 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

V.  A.  D'Souza 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

William  D'Souza 

Madras 

11  E.  F. 

D.  Bose                        

M .  E.  F. 
M.  E.  K 

D.  D.  Arokiaswamy 

T.  Dn. 

D.  D.  Arokiaswamy  . . 

Madras 

M.  E.  !• 

D.  Narayanrao 

D.  S.  Ahir                   

Madras 

. 

M.  E.  F. 

Bombay 

.          . . 

M.  E.  P. 

Daalip  Singh 

Bihar  and  Orissa 

M.  E.  F. 

Daniel  Annasawmv 

Central  Provinces 

M.  E.  P. 

N.  T.  Daniel               

Madras 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  "  and 
M.  E.  F. 

D.  Dondasan 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  David 

Madras 

Bush  ire  Force. 

M.  S.  David                

Bombay 

E.  E.  F.  and  M.  E. 

F. 

J.  David 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  L.  David 

Burma 

M.  P.  F. 

A.  D.  Davis 

Southern 

M,  E.  F. 

David  Bajpai 

Central 

E.A.E.F. 

W.  C.  A.   De   Lang 

Southern 

M.  E.  P. 

A.  E.  De  Douza         

Madras 

E.  A.  E.  P. 

Mathew  De  Souza 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  0.  V.  De  Mello 

United  Provinces 

Bush  ire  Force 

Dewa  Arul 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  R.  Dhal                  

Bombay 

M.  E.  P. 

J.  S.  Dias                    

Bombay 

E.  E.  F. 

J.  S.  Dias 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Dique,  N.  F.                

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Din  Rebello                

Bombay 

I.  E.  F.  "  A," 

V.  H.  Douglas            

United  Provinces 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Hubert  Dyer 

Bihar  and    Orissa 

M.  E.  P. 

H.  Dyer   *                      

Bombay 

M.  E.  P. 

Dunstan  DyseU 

Xorthern 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  C.  Eccleston           

United  Provinces 

"  G  "  Force  and  M. 
E.  F. 

A.  C.  Edgeworth 

Central 

E.  E.  F. 

H.  Fanaken 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

J.  Fanshawe 

Central 

M.  E.  P. 

J.  R.  Fanthome 

Western 

M.  E.  P. 

D.  Fernandez 

Madras 

M.  E.  P. 

D.  S.  Fernandez 

Bombay 

Salon ie a  Force 

J.  R.  Fernandez 

Bombay 

M.  P.  P. 

C.  Simon  Francis        .  .          . .     ' 

Madras 

M.  E.  P. 

P.  Francis 

Bombay 

M.  P.  F. 

Peter  Francis 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

W.  J.  Francis 

United  Prov 

inces 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  E.  Frans walla 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

•    D.  R.  French              

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  F.  Gabriel 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

N.  T.  Gabriel 

Madras 

M.  E.  P. 

T.  F.  Gabriel 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

H.  Galvin 

Madras 

. 

Bushire  Force. 

•     Joseph  George 

Central 



M.  E.  F. 
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Name. 


I  'orce. 


Ghulam  Nabi 
D.  < i.  Gomes 
Anthony  Gonsalves 
Samuel  Gora 
G.  \\,  Gordon 
G.   \l.  Gordon 
\j.  (Gordon 
S.  Gritton 
S.  W.  G  ruber  ret 
H.  J.  Dhond 
H.  H.  Hainan 
H.  G.  Hembly 
A.  L.  Hendricks 

L.  A.  Hendricks 

D.  M.  Hennessey 

E.  I.  Highland 
W.  A.  Highland 
W.  Homer 

G.  H.  Hounah 
Abraham  Issac 
J.  B.  Vaz 
J.  J.  Mistry 
J.  M.  Israel 
J.  T.  Theophelu 
A.  Jacob 
E.  James 
M.  Jermiah 
A.  K.  John 
Bathaw  John 
G.  John 
L.  Job 

Abraham  Joseph 
C.  W.  Joseph 
Daniel  Joseph 
K.  George  Joseph 
R.  De  Joseph 
U.  Joseph 
U.  Joseph 
L.  B.  Samuel 
E.  S.  Lawrie 
G.  Lazarus 
Q.  Lazarus 
A.  J.  Lewis 
L.  Lewis 
E.  S.  Lewis 
A.  E.  Lite 
J.  S.  Lobo 
C.  E.  Lovejoy 
E.  P.  Lovejoy 
M.  Lugale 
M  ecCoy 

M.  R.  Dandekar 
R.  A.  Martell i 
C.  P.  Martin 


1  Punjab 
Bomba} 

1  M.  E.  F. 
<  M.  E.  !•'. 

Bombay 

Aden  F    Force. 

Cenl  raJ 

K.  A.  E.  I'. 

United  I'io  vines   .  . 

M.  E.  F. 

( Vnt  ral 

M.  !•;.  F. 

Punjab 

!  I.E.  F.  -A  -  &  M.  K.  F 

Madras          

!  M.  E.  F. 

Malabar 

.\I.  E.  F. 

Bombay 

M.  E.  I". 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

"  G  "■  F(  ■  e  and  M. 

- 

E.  P. 

Central 

Iv  E.  F. 

Punjab 
Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Salonica  Fore 

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  ""  and  M. 
E.  F. 

United  Provinces  .. 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Bombay 
Bombay 
Madras 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 
Bushire  Force. 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Central  India 

M.  E.  F. 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Madras 

Bushire  Force. 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

E.  E.  F. 

Bombay 
Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Punjab 
Central 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Central 

M,    E.  F. 

Bombay       .  .          .  .          . .  J 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Punjab         .  .          .« 
Madras 

M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Madras         . .          .  . 

M.  E.  F. 

Madras                    . . 

M.   E.  F. 

Burma         . .          . .          . .  1 

M.  E.  F. 

United  Provinces 

I.  E.  F.    "A  "  and 

M.  E.  F. 

Bombay 
Madras 

M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 
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\  i  me. 


Circle 


F< 


C.  P.  .Mat  hew 
F.  D.  .Mathews 
L.  A.  Mendrioks 
\V.  Mathews 
W.  W.  Mathews 
Maung  Ba  Bwa 
Maung  Ba  8 lion 
Mg.  Ba  Than 
Mg.  BaTin  (No.  i>) 
Maung  Bahla 
Maung  E.  Maun-   III 
Maung  Eli 
Mg.  .!.  Ba  dm 
Maung  Love 
Maung  Tun  Sea 
Mg  Fan  Maung 
Maung  Lun  Mg 
Mg.  Mya  Two 
Maung  Mya1  Sw< 
Maung  On  PeLl 
MgPa 
Mg  Paw  Thu 

Mg    Poll 

Mg.  Ra  Pe 

Maung  P.  ( ).  rJ  wa 
Maung  P\n 
Mg.  SeinPe 
Mg.  S<)ua 
Mg.  Shan 
Mg.  Pan  Thu 
Mg.  Thant 
Maung  Thein 
Mg.  I  un  Mya 
\j.  X.  Megaire 
Silver  Menezes 
G.  E.  A.  Menzial 
L.  S.  Mequire 

A.  R.  Merrill 

B.  Monteiro 
M.  L.  .Monteiro 
V.  F.  Morley 
E.  Moses 

E.  Moses 
E.  .Moses 

A.  Nadaison 
R.  I).  Xeves 
H.  D.  Xew 

W.  Newman 

H.  Nicholas 
H.  Nicholas 
J.  C.  O'Cohor 
A.   IF  (thai 

P.  G.  <  Hiver 
P.  K.  Bapu 
P.  K.  Engineer 
Paul  Rapbail 
T.  C.  Palman 


Madias 

Bihar  and  < »;  i 
<  '«iit  ral 

Bengal  and   \vs;mn 
Bihar  and  ( h 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
Burma 
j  Burma 
Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Burma 

Madras 

Deccan 

Madras 

Madras 

United  Pro\  inces 

Central 

Bombay 

Centra] 

Cent  ral 

Central 

Madras 

Burma 

Bombay 
Bombay 
Bombay 

Madias 
A  Fa  dras 


Bombay 
Madras 
Madras 
Bombay 

Central 
Madras 


Salonica  Fori  • 

M.  R.  F. 
E    F.  F. 

M.  F  I'. 
F  \.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  I\ 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
m  I-;,  f. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 

M.  i: 
M  E.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  !•'. 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  I\ 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 

M.  i: 

M.  F.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 

M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 

I  E.  A.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  I 
M.  F.  F. 

E.  .\.  i-:.  f 

M.  F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
Bushire  Forc« 
M.  F.  F. 
F.  A.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
F.    \    F.  F. 
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Force. 


J.  W.  Paul 

Madras 

S.  G.  Paul 

.          , . 

Burma 

•          •  • 

J.  A.  Pereira 

.          .  . 

Bombay 

.          . . 

J.  A.  Pereira 

Bombay 

.  • 

J,  II.  Pereira 

•          • . 

Madras 

•                      •  a 

Pestonji  Ardeshire  8. 

•          •  . 

Bombay 

•                      •    • 

F.  A.  Pinto 

•          . . 

Bombay 

>    • 

J.  H.  Pinto 

•          •  • 

Madras 

M.  B.  Plunkett 

•          ■  • 

Bombay 

•                      *   • 

R.  A.  Contractor 

.  . 

Bombay 

.                      .    • 

R.  K.  Hivale 

.          .  • 

Bombay 

•                      •    • 

A.  Rego 

•  • 

Madras 

•                      .   • 

L.  J.  Richardson 

•          •  • 

Central 

.                      •    • 

R.  E.  Richman 

#          •  • 

V.  S.  Rocque 

•          .  • 

Central 

•                      .   • 

B.  Rodgers 

•          •  • 

Burma 

.                      .   . 

R.  D.  Rosario 

•          •  • 

J.  Rowland 

•          •  • 

Madras 

R.  D.  Rozario 

•          •  • 

Central 

•                      •  a 

S.  B.  Thambusaray 

•          .  • 

Burma 

•                      •   • 

S.  L.  Maduranayagam 

.          . . 

Burma 

•                      .   • 

J.  P.  Saldanha 

•          •  • 

Madras 

•                      •    • 

Samuel  Biswas 

.          • . 

Bengal 

.                      •  • 

Samuel  Sukare 

•          •  • 

Central 

.                      •    « 

J.  D'.  Silas 

•          » • 

Central 

•                      •   • 

C.  F.  Simon 

•          •  • 

United  Provinces  * 

•                     •   • 

D.  Simon 

•          . . 

Bombay 

•                      •   . 

S.  A.  Siquera 

. . 

Bombay 

.   . 

J.  F.  Soares 

. . 

Bombay 

.    . 

J.  I.  Soares 

. . 

Bombay 

.   . 

P.  J.  Solo  man 

•          •  • 

Central 

.                      ,    , 

C.  H.  Solomon 

•          •  • 

Central 

•                      •   • 

D.  E.  Southwell 

•          • . 

Bihar  and  Orissa    . 

•                     •   • 

D.  J.  Sutherland 

F.M.  Dn.      . . 

•                      •   • 

F.  X.  Staneys 

. . 

Bombay 

.                      .   . 

A.  Stephen 

.          . . 

Madras 

.    . 

G.  Stracey 

.          . . 

Punjab 

.   . 

J.  M.  Sussey 

•          •  • 

Burma 

•                      •   . 

Swarup  Chand 

•          • . 

Central 

•                      .    • 

A.  H.  Thomas 

•          *  • 

United  Provinces  . 

•                      •    • 

C.  G.  Thomas 

•  • 

Bombay 

.    . 

G.  Thomas 

•          •  • 

Outsider 

•                      •   « 

Thomas  Pappe 

•          .  • 

Madras 

.    • 

B.  S.  Thompson 

•          .  . 

United  Provinces   . 

•                     •   . 

H.  M.  Tracy 

.          •  • 

United  Provinces  . 

•                      •    . 

K.  0.  Uthup 

.          . . 

Madras 

•                      .   . 

Peter  Vanspall 

.          . . 

Madras 

•   • 

C.  A.  Vernal 

•          . . 

Punjab         . .  • 

•                     .   . 

J.  R.  Warden 

•          •  • 

Bombay 

.                      .    . 

J.  R.  Warden 

Bombay 

•                     •    • 

C.  R.  Weston 

Bombay 

•                     •    • 

E.  White 

. 

Bombay 

•                     •   • 

E.  A.  White 

•                    •   • 

Bombay 

•                      .   . 

R.  M.  Wibron 

Bengal 

.                     .  . 

P.  Woodfall 

Bombay 

•                      ■    . 

Percy  Woodfall 

•                    •   • 

Bombay 

•                     •    . 

A.  E.  Wymas 

•                    •   • 

Madras 

•                     ■  • 

A.  J.  Xavier 

. 

Central 

. 

B.  A.  E.  F. 

.M.  EL  F. 
M.  K.  F. 

E.  F.  F. 

F.  A.  F.  F. 
F.  A.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
M.  F.  F. 
E.  A.  E.  F. 
E.  A.  E.  F 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 
M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E  F 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

I.  E.  F.  "A"  &  M.E.F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

I.  E.  F.  "A"  &  M.E.F. 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

E.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  E.  F. 
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Subedars. 


Name. 

Circle. 

Force. 

J.    Dharilal  Seth,  Deputy  Base  Post 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F.  &  X.  \V. 

master. 

Front  ier. 

Amrit  (Miami 

East   Per  ia. 

A.  M.  Gajaraju 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Abdul  AH  Khan 

Bombay 

E.  E.  F. 

Abdul  Ali  Khan 

Bombay 

M.  E.  P. 

Abdul  Latif                 

Northern 

M.  E.  F. 

Abdul  Rahman 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Abdul  Aziz 

Eas1  Persia. 

Abdul  Rahim 

Northern 

M.  E.  F. 

Ali  Bux                       

Northern 

I.  E.  F."  A  "  and  M. 
E.  F. 

Ali  Muddin 

Force  ••  G"and  M.  E 
F. 

F.F.F. 

Allah  Din                     

Punjab 

Amar  Chand 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A  "    and  M. 

E.  F. 

Ashah  Beg 

Punjab 

1.  E.  F.  "  A"    and  M. 
E.  F. 

B.  R.  Chawan             

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  R.  Kantiah           

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Ramlall                  

Punjab 

Salonica  Force. 

B.  Surendranath  Mukerjee 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Balu  Bamdeo  Ghosh. .      ... 

Bihar  and  Orissa 

M.  E.  F. 

Babu  Bishambernath  Handoo 

Punjab 

Bushire  Force. 

Bhawani  Dutt  Joyal 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Bhibhuti  Bhushan  Ghosh     .. 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  K.  Kumaran 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  P.  R.  iSomasundaram 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  V.  Naraj'answamy  Mudaly 

Madras 

M  E.  F. 

J.  Da  via 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

G.  A.  Deodhar            

Northern 

M.  E.  F 

G.  B.  Bakshi               

Calcutta 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  Gonsalves 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Hari  Chand 

Punjab 

••<;"  Force  and  M. 
E.  F. 

Harkisan  Dasa 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Hira  Singh 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.   •  A  "•  and 
M.  E.  F. 

Hormaji  E.  Umarigar 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  P.  Israel                 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

J.  D.  Avari 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

J.  K.  Sawant 

Bombay 

M .  E.  F 

J.  N.  Guha 

Bengal 

M.  E.  F. 

Jainti  Prasad 

Punjab 

"  A  "  Force 

K.  K.  Talukdar         

Bengal 

Bushire  Foi 

K.  S.  Shriniwas  hangar 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Kashi  Ram 

Punjab 

"  A  "  Force. 

Kunjbahari  Shamrao  Talapde 

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

L.  Radha  Kishen 

Punjab 

liushire  Force. 

Labha  Singh 

Kashmir  Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  •  A  "   and  M- 
E.  F. 

Lala  Bishandas 

Northern 

M.  E.  F. 

Lokhanath 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

M.  A.  Rahman 

Central                      ..           ..1 

M.  E.  F. 

;;i 


Name. 

( lircle. 

Foi 

VI.  Abdul  Aziz           

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

M.  Gulam  Mahomed 

Piinia  1) 

1  it  j  hire  Force. 

M.  R.  Snnivasa  Rao,  B.A.  .. 

Western 

Bushire  Foi 

Magoul  lllalii              

Punjab  and  X.  W.  F. 

I.  E.  IV-    \ 

Mat  lira    Dass 

Punjab 

\1.  E.  F. 

Maung  Bazan 

Burma 

M.  F.  F. 

Mohd.  Sheriff            

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Mohammad  Akbar 



Easl  Pei 

1 (.  ( J.  Maitra                

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

A.  S.  Money 

Burma 

M.  F.  F. 

Moti  Ram  "                  

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Mohamad  Ghaus 

Easl   Persia. 

Moti  Ram                    

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Muthra  Dass 

- 

East  Persia 

^Nanak  Singh 

I  Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A,"  and 

M.  F.  F. 

Nandlall                      

j  Punjab 

!.  F.  F.   ■  A  " 

Narain  Moreshwar 

Bombay 

M.  F.  F. 

Narayan  Hanshwar 

1  Central 

M.  F.  F. 

Nihal  Chand                

!  Punjab 

E.  A.  F.  F. 

Nurkhan  Khan  Bahadur 

F]ast  Persia. 

Nur  Muhammad 

1  Punjab         ... 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Naubat  Rai 

Punjab  and  N.  W.  F. 

E.  E.  F. 

P.  C.  Moitra 

United  Provinces 

E.  E.  F. 

P.  V.  Narasimha  Chari 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

R.  C.  Rov                   

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

R.  K.  Sen                    . .          

Bengal  and  Assam 

Force  "  G  "  and  M.  E. 
F. 

Bushire  Force. 

R.  M.  Pandya             

Outsider  recruited  at  Bom- 
bay. 
Punjab 

Radha  Kishen 

11  E.  F. 

Rai  Sahib  Jainti  Prasad 

Punjab 

Salonica  Force. 

Ramlal  Mehra 

Punjab 

Salonica  Force. 

Ramsaran  Dass 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F. ;t  A  "  and 
M.  E.  F. 

Rao  Saheb  Bhagwantrao  R.  Chawan 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Romesh  Chandra  Roy 

Bengal         . .          . . 

M.  E.  F. 

Rukmanu  Kanta  Goshain    . . 

Bihar  &  Orissa 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

S.  C.  Banerji 

I.  E.  F.  -  A  " 

S.  C.  Banerji 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  Narsingloo 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

S.  P.  Ethurajulu  Naidu 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Sk.  Iman  Sk!  Chhottoo 

Bombay 

E.  E.  F.,  and  E.  A.  E. 

F. 
M.  E.  F. 

Shamrao  Balkrishna              . .          .  .1 

Bombay 

Syed  Ahmed               . .          . . 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Syed  Zakintli              | 

United  Provinces   . .          .  . ' 

M.  E.  F. 

Thakur  Gadadhar  Singh       . .          . . 

United  Provinces                .  .  | 

M.  E.  F. 

Tiroomalswa  my  Naidu 

Bombay       . .          .  . 

M.  E.  F. 

V.  K.  Narayen  Swamy          . .           .  .  | 

Madras 

M.  E.  F. 

Vishwanath  Dhondu. . 

Bombay 

I.  E.  F.  ••  A  "    and  M. 
E.  F. 
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Jemadars. 

• 

Name. 

• 

<  irele. 

Foi 

A.  Abdur  Rahim 

irthern 

'  .M.  E.  P. 

Abdul  Majid              

. . 

j  Easl  Pei 

A.  C.  Banner jee 

Bengal 

M    E.  F. 

Abdul  Hamid 

.... 

Persia. 

A.  C.  Chaki  avail  v 

Madras 

w.  e.  r. 

A.  C.  Chakravartj 

Burma 

. . 

m.  e.  r. 

A.  Chandrasakharam 

.Madia- 

Pit- birr  Foi 

A.  Ganpatty 

Burma 

. . 

E.  A.  i-:.  p. 

A.  K.  Bose  No.  1 

Burma 

. . 

.M.  E.  P. 

A.  k.  Ghosh               

Bengal 

m.  ;•:.  p. 

A.   K.  Mint  ii/.i 

Bombay 

M.  E.  P. 

A.  L.  <  !ha1  terjee 

Benj 

.M.  E.  P. 

Alam  Din 

Easl    ; 

A.  Narayanswamj 

Nagpui 

. . 

M.  E.  P. 

A.  P.  Shonk 

Punjab 

M.  P.  P. 

A.  Sitaramijah 

Central 

M.  E.  P. 

Abbas  AH 

Punja  b 

I.  E.  P.   •  A." 

Abdul  Aliin 

I'uujab 

. .         . .         . . 

M.  E.  P. 

Abdul  Aziz  Kazeranj 

( Outsider 

. , 

M.  E.  P. 

Abdool  <  rafoor 

Central 

M.  E.  P. 

Abdul  Gafoor 

Burma 

M.  E.  P. 

Abdul  Habib 

Punjab 

. . 

E.  A.  P.  P. 

Abdul  Hakim 

Punjab 

. .         . .         . . 

P.  P.  P. 

Abdul  Hakim 

Bengal  and 

Assam 

m.  k.  p. 

Abdul  Latrff               

Northern 

M.  E.  F . 

Abdul  Rahid              

Punjab 

M.  E.  F . 

Abdul  Rahim 

Bombay 

I.  P.  F.  "    A. 

Abdul  Rahim 

Northern 

. . 

1    P.  F.   ■  A." 

cV-   M.   P.  P. 

Abdul  Rahim 

Northern 

•   •                   •   .                   •   • 

M.  P.  F. 

Abdul  Razak 

Northern 

•  •                   •   •                   •  • 

M.  P.  F. 

Abdul  Salam              

Burma 

•  •                   .   .                   •   . 

M.  E.  F. 

Abdul  Wadul              

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  P. 

Abinash  Chandra  Bannerji  .. 

Bengal  and 

Assam 

M.  P.  P. 

Achrajram 

Punjab 

. . 

M.  P.  P. 

Achrumall 

Punjab 

•  •         . .         • . 

P.  E.  P. 

Ali  Akba.- Shall           

•     a     •    « 

Easl  Persia. 

Ac*  raj  Ram 

Punjab 

•     •                                ■     •                                 •     • 

I.  P.  F.  -  A." 

Ahil  Chandra   Panda v 

Bengal  and 

>\\l 

.M.  P.  F. 

Ala  Din 

Punja!) 

.     . 

1.  P.  P.   •  A." 

Alagoriswamv 

Burma 

M.  E.  P. 

Alain  Khan 

Punjab 



1.  P.  P.   •  A  •"  and 
M.  P.  P. 

Algiri  Swamv 

Purina 

M.  P.  P. 

AliBux                        

Xort  hern 

. 

1.  P.  P.   •  A." 

Ali  juddin  Ahmed 

Burma 

M.  P.  P. 

Aligarh  Saing             . .         . .    ' 

Burma 

•      • 

M.  P.  P. 

M.  Allah  Diva  11        

Xort  hern 

Bushire  Force. 

Amarchand 

Punjab 

.     .                                 •     • 

1.  P.  IV  A." 

Amrit  Chand 

Punjab 

•    • 

P  P.  P.   •  A." 

Anandan 

Rangoon 

M.  P.  F. 

Ami])  Chand 

Easl   Persia. 

Ashutosb  Dass 

Bengal  and 

Assam 

Aden  P.  P. 

Ashwini  Kumar  Ghosh 

M.  P.  F. 

Atta  Mohammad 

East  Persia. 
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Name. 

< 

Circle. 

Force. 

B.  Brij  Mohan  Lai 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Badruddin 

.... 

East  Persia. 

B.  Brij  Mohan  Lul    . . 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  C.  Dey                  

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  C.  Chakravarty 

Burma 

\I.  E.  r. 

B.  C.  Lahiri                  

'  Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  B.  P. 

B.  Chanan  Ram 

'  Punjab 

British  Mission  Escort. 

B.  Grija  Bu.shan  Bakshi 

Calcutta 

i  M.  E.  F. 

B.  Gowala  Eahai 

j  Punjab 

Salonice  Force. 

B.  Curudeo  Singh 

1  Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Hukumatrai 

;  Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Ishwarsingh 

j  Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Jaganath 

,  Punjab 

E.  E.  F. 

B.  Kali  Krishna  Bannerji 

j  Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Krishnaswamy  Naido 

!  Eastern 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Kunjabihari  Lai 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Maula  Bux             

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Munuswamy  Naido 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  M.  Chakravarty 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Mewalal                  

Punjab 

Salonica  Force. 

B.  Mukerji 

•   •    •   • 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

B.  N.  Bannerji 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  N.  Mistry               

Bombay 

British  Mission  Escort 
&  M.  E.  F. 

B.  N.  Sircar 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Nandlal                  

Northern 

British  Mission  Escort. 

B.  Paras  Ram 

Punjab 

Bushire  Force. 

B.  Phoolchand 

United  Provinces 

Bushire  Force. 

B.  Ramchand 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Raghubir  Sahai 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

B.  Shiv  Dayal 

Punjab 

E.  E.  F. 

Babu  A.  L.  Chatterji 

Outsider 

M.  E.  F. 

Baboo  Chaman  Ram 

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Babu  Grija  Bhushan  Bakshi 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

Babu  G.  S.  Bhattacharjee 

Bengal 

Bushire  Force. 

Babu  Gurumukh  Rai 

Punjab 

Bushire  Force. 

Babu  H.  D.  Chowdary 

Bengal 

Bushire  Force. 

Babu  J.  R.  Dass 

Burma         . . 

M.  E.  F. 

Babu  K.  C.  Chatterjee 

United  Provinces 

Bushire  Force. 

3abu  K.  S.  Chatterjee 

Bengal 

Bushire  Force. 

Babu  Kali  Krishna  Bannerjee 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

Babu  Syama  Dass  Bannerjee 

Bengal  and  Assam 

M.  E.  F. 

Bahadursingh 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A.'' 

Balahari  Lai 

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Bhavani  Pershad 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

Bhim  Sain 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A."  and 
M.  E.  F. 

Bhoja  Ram 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

Bhagatsingh 

Punjab         . .          . .     ( 

M.  E.  F. 

Bhagwandas 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Bhagwan  Singh 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

Bhagwansingh 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  F. 

Bhagwati  Prasad 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

Bajoy  Modlial  Chatterji 

Eastern 

M.  E.  F. 

Birendar  Nath  Roy 

Bengal 

M.  E.  F. 

Bishen  Das 

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Bishen  Das 

Northern 

E.  E.  F. 
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Name. 

( iicle. 

Force. 

Brij  Bhushaldas 

United  Provinces 

•  M.  K.  F. 

Brij  Bushan  Lai 

United  Provinces 

M.  E.  P. 

Brij  Lai                        

Punjab 

I.  E.  F. "  A." 

Brij  Lall  Sharma 

Northern 

E.  E.  F. 

Brij  Mohan  Lall 

Bengal 

M.  E.  F. 

Brij  Mohan  Lall 

Punjab 

M.  E.  F. 

Brij  Mohan  Lall 

Bengal 

M.  E.  F . 

Budh  Raj                    

.... 

East  Persia. 

C.  C.  Muzumdar 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C  Kaunafa  Naidu 

1  Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C  Marcar 

.... 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

C.  Muthukrishna  Moodr. 

Madras 

Bus-hire  Force. 

C.  P.  Naravanswami .  . 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  S.  Desai                  

Bombay 

I.  E.  F.  "  A."  and 
M.  E.  F. 

C.  S.  \.  [yer               

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

C.  V.'Dhairyavan 

Bombay 

E.  E.  F. 

Chandra  Kant  Ghose 

Bengal 

M.  E.  F. 

Chenan  Ram  Dittoo  Ram    . . 

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Cheragh  Din  II 

Punjab 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

Churanji  Lai 

Punjab 

I.  E.  F.  "  A." 

D.  D.  Sen                    

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  G.  Pold 

Central 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  M.  Belsare 

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  M.  Madon              

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  M.  Belsare              

Bombay 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

D.  N.  Barna                

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  N.  Das 

Burma 

M.  E.  F. 

D.  N.  Mukerjee 

Bengal 

Bushire  Force. 

D.  P.  Misra                 

Central          

Bushire  Force. 

D.  S.  Joshi                 

Western 

E.  A.  E.  F. 

D.  V.  Khare               

Bombay 

M.  E.  F. 

Darashah  Hormusji  Jogina 
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